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PASTOR'S NOTE 

This coming Sunday kicks off our annual stewardship 
drive. As we contemplate "Renewal," it is meaningful 
that we start reflecting on our commitment to UPC on 
World Communion Sunday, October 3, and make our 
pledge on Reformation Sunday, October 31.   
 

World Communion invites us to realize how our 
commitment to UPC contributes to a more just and 
merciful world. It urges us to see that of Christ in one 
another and commit to the way of justice and mercy. It 
beacons us to realize how small changes in our lives contribute to a world at peace, as we beat our 
swords into plowshares and our spears into pruning hooks so that nations do not lift swords against one 
another, and we do not study war anymore (Isaiah 2:4). 
 

At the end of the month, Reformation Sunday invites us to contemplate the cornerstone of our faith as 
Protestants, that we are grace alone. If we think about it, many of us do not get what we deserve, as what 
we get is so much more, expressed in God's love, grace, and mercy. In our culture, where our riches 
have become a sign of God's grace, it is nearly impossible to fathom that everything we have belongs to 
God and that we are the custodians of a future lived by Jesus of Nazareth. 
 

It is between these two bookends of World Communion and Reformation that I invite you to contemplate 
"Renewal." Let us ask ourselves how our financial commitment to UPC, as a people bestowed with grace 
and global citizens with responsibility towards the common good, brings about renewal. Let's think about 
it. How has your giving brought renewal to your own life? And, how have you contributed to renewal 
through your generosity? 
 

Beth and I are looking forward to making our financial commitment to UPC this month. We are immensely 
thankful for the ways God has blessed us through you and the opportunities to be a blessing to others 
and our environment through UPC. You can renew your financial pledge to the ministry of UPC by filling 
out and submitting the pledge card you receive in the mail or by completing the online pledge card at 
upcsa.org/pledge. Your pledge will be gratefully accepted any time during October, with October 31 
designated as Stewardship Commitment Sunday.  
 

Mooi Loop, 
Dries 
 

PS: I took the picture above of Erika Stiner (Director of Children's Spirituality), Hanna Cooley (Youth 
Director), and Melissa Almsted (Elder for Youth and Children's Ministry) as we met to coordinate Youth 
and Children's activities for Advent and Christmas. As we contemplate Renewal, we are grateful for the 
renewal that these leaders bring about at UPC. 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP - OCTOBER 3, 2021 

19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / PROPER 22 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 

8:00AM OUTSIDE SERVICE 
Join us for a meditative experience on the grass facing Bushnell Ave. Follow the safety guidelines and 
please bring your own chair.  
Worship Leader: Dries Coetzee 
Scripture: John 14:27-31 
 
10:00AM HYBRID SERVICE 
Join us for hybrid worship service. Gather in-person in the sanctuary or continue to watch the service 
online. Masks and social distancing are required in the sanctuary. 
Worship Leaders: Dries Coetzee, Dhawn Martin, Hannah Cooley, and Erika Stiner 
Scripture: John 14:27-31 
Children: Families will sit and stay together with activity bags provided. If you need home worship 
resources, please contact Erika Stiner.  
Musicians: Katrina Cantu, James Dickens, Mary Lowder, Keith Martinez, Thomas Redmond,  
and Maggie Sorrell 
Music: Hymn No. 318 - In Christ There Is No East or West, Hymn - This is My Song by Lloyd Stone,  
Anthem - This Is My Story by by Lloyd Stone and Georgia Harkness, and Hymn No. 765 - May the God of 
Hope Go with Us.  
 
Online Service Links: 
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM WEBINAR 
CLICK HERE FOR YOUTUBE LIVE 
 
Dial-In Numbers: 
346-248-7799, 669-900-6833, 301-715-8592, 312-626-6799 
Webinar ID: 209 945 961 
 
Added Security: 
Worship services are password protected. Contact the church office for the password. Please note, the 
password is the same week after week. 

 

  

  

COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS 

Sunday, October 3, is a communion Sunday and we are looking 
forward to participating in this sacrament of our faith. Upon your 
arrival at church pick up a disposable prefilled - Juice and Wafer - 
communion cup at the nametag table. Please indicate to the greeter 
if you are gluten-free, and they will help you pick the appropriate 
cup. We ask that you keep the prefilled cup intact until we partake 
in the elements together during the communion liturgy when invited 
by the pastors. 
 
Before the service starts, please make sure that you have received the correct prefilled cup for your 
dietary needs. The two prefilled cups are differently packaged (see the picture above.) The gluten-free is 
in a chalice shape and marked gluten-free (left and top) and the regular wafer is in a mini-cup shape 
(right and bottom). You will receive opening instructions in worship, or you can see a demonstration 
here.   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

The Session of University Presbyterian Church, San Antonio is calling a congregational meeting on 
Sunday, October 10, at 10:00am in the Sanctuary. The purpose for this meeting is to elect an officer for 
an unexpired term. 

 

  

  

COMMUNITY NEWS AND HAPPENINGS  
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VIRTUAL COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

Do you watch the Sunday church service on You Tube? Remember there’s a Zoom fellowship right after 
it. We start at 11:00am and end when we’re tired of talking, about 30 minutes to an hour. Talk with friends 
you haven’t seen in a while and get to know other people better—or for the first time. 
 
To Join, CLICK HERE or dial 346-248-7799 and enter Meeting ID 742 807 278. The password is the 
same as the one for worship. Contact the church office if needed. 

 

  

  

LOAVES & FISHES 

Sunday, October 3 is the next Loaves & Fishes. Monetary donations to purchase basic items such as 
sugar, flour, oil, unsweetened cereal, and oatmeal for the food pantry at the House of Neighborly Service 
are welcome. Please mark online donations or checks mailed to the office with "Loaves & Fishes.” 

 

  

  

VACCINE CLINIC - OCT. 5 

UPCC will host a vaccine clinic on Tuesday, October 5 from 3:00pm - 4:30pm outside the sanctuary. Flu, 
Pneumonia, Shingles, and TDap vaccines will be available. Please email the UPCC office to sign up to 
attend and indicate what vaccine(s) you want to receive. If you need a senior citizen dose of the flu 
vaccine, please indicate that in your email.  

 

  

  

HOLY SMOKE LITE - OCTOBER 17TH 

Holy Smoke is back! (Kind of.) The San Antonio Habitat for Humanity Presbyterian Cluster of Churches 
has planned their yearly fundraiser with a few changes due to the COVID -19 pandemic. The need for 
affordable housing is greater than ever and we need your help to be able to continue this important 
ministry. We are planning an hour-long Holy Smoke Lite fundraising event for the afternoon of Oct. 17, at 
Covenant Presbyterian Church. We will meet outside for a brief program of music and fellowship (without 
food), with information on the ministry of San Antonio SA for Humanity. We also hope to broadcast it 
digitally for those who prefer to meet with us from afar. 
 
But please don't wait to donate! Your contributions are crucial in this time of pandemic limitation. 
Checks can be made out to: “Presbyterian Cluster Habitat” with “Holy Smoke Lite” on the memo line. 
Hand to UPC's representative (Joseph Luedecke or Leslie Ellison) or mail it to: Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, Attn: Martha Flores, 211 Roleto Drive, San Antonio, Texas 78213 
 
We thank you for your continued support of this valuable ministry. We completed a home for Karolyn and 
her son in spring 2021 under COVID–19 criteria, and contributed half the money needed for a full 
sponsorship (the Poerner Family Foundation provided the other half of the sponsorship). We hope for a 
full home sponsorship in 2022, if we can raise the $60,000.00 to do so (building materials have increased 
in price). Let's make this dream a reality. 

 

  

  

  

PRAYER FLAGS SHOW SUPPORT FOR HEALTHCARE WORKERS 

The chapel at Metropolitan only holds about 20 people in 10 pews, but the nursing leaders flowed in on 
Wednesday, Sept. 22, to receive their prayer flags. Marc Raney arranged with the hospital for the Prayer 
Flag group to distribute the flags thanking the worn out, burned out, tired staff for the heroic work they 
have done and are still doing. The staff were told to take one for themselves and to take others back to 
their unit. Oh such fun and joy were had as they picked out the flag that appealed to them. 
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The CEO of the hospital said a few words and the chaplain said a prayer. Mary Lance was sitting next to 
a nurse who was crying and they made a personal connection when she told her the flag she has chosen 
was one that was made by Mary. Others from UPC that were there at the chapel included Tamara Apgar, 
Beth & Dries Coetzee, Janifer Meldrum, Sandy Nicholson, and Gail & Marc Raney. 
 
Flags were made by members of UPC San Antonio, Parkway Presbyterian Church, Corpus Christi, 
Colonial Hills United Methodist Church plus friends and neighbors. Yes, there are more flags to hand out 
and more flags to make. 

 

  

  

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP 

The Book Group will meet Monday evening Oct. 25 at 7:00pm via Zoom to discuss “Last Bus to Wisdom" 
by Ivan Doig. All are welcome! Zoom information will be sent out the day before or the day of the 
meeting. Let the church know if you want to be added to the mailing list. Instructions for joining the virtual 
gathering are sent out the day of or the day before.  

 

  

  

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Looking Back & Looking Forward 
This week the pictures speak for our mission and 
our ministry. Recently Pastor Dries asked me to 
tell the people attending the 8:00 am service 
who we create shawls for. 
 
The answer: EVERYONE. 
 
Shawls celebrate milestones. Little hats warm the 
heads of the newborn. Afghans are created for 
new homeowners for Habitat of Humanity. Shawls 
comfort the sick. 
 
If you would like to be part of this caring ministry, 
contact Caryl Gaubatz. 

 

  

  

  

OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT DURING THE WEEK 

Sunday Outdoor Worship - 8:00am 
Join us for a meditative experience on the grass facing Bushnell Ave. We will follow the safety guidelines 
and ask everyone to bring their own chair or blanket. 
 
Sunday Hybrid Worship - 10:00am 
We gather in the sanctuary for in-person worship (wearing masks and social distancing). The service is 
live-streamed at the same time. Click here for the Zoom Webinar, click here for YouTube Live, or call 
346-248-7799 with meeting ID 427 660 200. You can also watch the service later at your convenience 
on YouTube here.    
 
Sunday Virtual Coffee Fellowship Time - 11:00am  
Join members of the UPC virtual community after worship led by different parishioners each week. To 
Join Click Here or dial 346-248-7799 and enter Meeting ID 742 807 278.  
 
Wednesday Zoom Knit-In - 7:30am 
All knitters and crocheters are welcome to join. For further information, contact Caryl Gaubatz. Even 
though we may not be able to enjoy each other's physical presence, we realize the need to remain a 
"knitted-together" community. Plus there are real psychological benefits to working with one's hands: the 
repetitive motions of knitting activate the parasympathetic nervous system, calming the "fight or flight 
response." (British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 2013). To Join Click Here.  
 
Wednesday Midweek Check-In and Prayer with Dries - 9:00am  
These are trying times. Not being with each other removes the sense of connection. Join Dries for a 
midweek check-in and prayers as we cultivate a community of faith that seeks to nurture and support one 
another through life's trials and triumphs while we minister to the brokenness in the world. To Join Click 
Here. 
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Thursday Discerning Worship with Karen Jensen and Frank Garcia-Treto - 1:00pm 
Worship is about so much more than just a sermon. Join a discussion lead by Karen Jensen and joined 
by Dries as we discuss the upcoming Sunday's Scripture and make it relevant to our lives. Through art, 
poetry, and meditation, we explore the multi-facetedness of God's word for our time. Contact Karen 
Jensen to receive Zoom invite. 
 
Thursday Theology 101 with Dhawn Martin - 7:00pm  
Deepen your faith with Dhawn Martin as you engage in a theological conversation. Dhawn has taught 
courses in Philosophy and Theology, Civil Engagement, Peace and Power, and Utopias and Dystopias, 
at Drew University, St. Mary's University, and Hanover College. Her areas of academic study include 
political theology and peace-making. To Join Click Here. 
 
Saturday COVID-19 Bereavement Support Group - 10:00am 
This weekly online support group is for those who have lost loved ones to COVID-19. This informal group 
will be held one hour a week and is limited to 20 people. Contact Joseph Luedecke, LMSW for more 
information and to sign up.  

 

  

  

SESSION AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  

 

  

  

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - SEPTEMBER 2021 

1. UPC is providing childcare (birth through Pre-Kindergarten) for both worship services 
and Sunday School time in the Community Room located behind the sanctuary. 

2. This year's Stewardship campaign "Renewal" will run October 3 - 31, with Commitment 
Sunday on the 31st. The Stewardship letter was mailed September 27. You can fill out 
the included pledge card or go to https://upcsa.org/pledge/ to submit a pledge 
electronically. You can also go to upcsa.org, click “Give Now” at the top and then click 
“Pledge” on the Giving Page. 

3. There is a called congregational meeting for Sunday, October 10 at the 10:00am service 
for the purpose of electing Marc Raney as Elder to fulfill an unexpired 2022 term. 

 

  

  

PEACE AND GLOBAL 
WITNESSOFFERING 

What does it mean to be a “people of peace"? As we 
head into a new month, let's pause and reflect on 
how we, as individuals and as a congregation, live 
out our calling to be peacemakers. 
 
Sunday, October 3, we will collect the Peace & 
Global Witness Special Offering. Being a 
peacemaker takes many forms and on this Sunday 
we ask that you consider joining with members of the 
UPC family and the broader PC-USA community by 
making a contribution that will help promote the 
peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice in 
our own communities and around the world. Indeed, 
a gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering 
enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ 
by addressing systems of conflict and injustice 
across the world. 
 
UPC will donate 25% of the offering to support 
Compassionate San Antonio. Mid-council will use its 
25% to unite congregations to support peacemaking 
in their regions and Presbyterian Mission Agency will 
use the remaining 50% to advocate for peace and 
justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian 
witness. 
 
The Stewardship and Finance Committee thanks you for prayerfully considering a donation to the Peace 
& Global Witness Special Offering. "May the God of peace grant you peace at all times in all ways." (2 
Thessalonians 3:16) Amen. 
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SUNDAY MORNNG CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Bible Study Class 
Janifer Meldrum and Nancy Vaughn  
Sundays, 8:45am-9:30am - CE Room 3 
This is a study-focused class that delves into the Bible as a personal religious or spiritual practice. The 
class is friendly and open to those with any level of familiarity with the Bible. This group rotates 
leadership and facilitation of the study sessions from among the participants and throughout the year 
looks to a variety of Bible Study resources for fresh and relevant material. 
 
Sunday Book Study Group 
Bonnie Flake and Cynthia Smith  
Sundays, 8:45am-9:30am - CE Room 2 
The Sunday Book Group has been meeting regularly since the 1970s to read and discuss books that 
explore all aspects of our own and other faith traditions, as well as the intersection of faith and the secular 
world. Selections may include biography, history, theology, personal memoir, social commentary, and 
more. Members of the group nominate and vote on which books to read. The group does have a standing 
moderator, but individual members take turns leading the weekly discussion, usually one or two chapters 
at a time. 
  
Youth Sunday School and Youth Group 
Hannah Cooley 
Sundays, 8:00am-8:15am and 6:00pm-7:30pm - CE Room 1 
Youth will gather for breakfast and then students can choose where they would like to serve that Sunday 
before the 10:00am service. Then they will gather for fun and fellowship on Sunday evenings. 
  
Children’s Sunday School 
Erika Stiner 
Sundays, 8:45am-9:30am - Gathering Space or CE Rooms 6 & 7 

Children Kinder to 5
th
 grade will meet in the Gathering Space for stories, wondering, and playing together. 

Join us as we explore how God calls us to love one another.  
  
Childcare 
Erika Stiner 
Sundays, 7:45am-11:15am - Community Room 
Childcare available for Infant to Pre-K. 

 

  

  

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

As part of our Welcome Statement, we state that 

• “Christ calls us to be part of a community of faith”... 

• We “seek to nurture and support one another through 
life’s trials and triumphs”... and 

• Following Christ into the world, we intend to ... "be an 
expression of Christ’s love in the world by seeking ... 
opportunities to serve others... .”  

 
This is the stewardship of our lives, the manner in which we seek to manage and maintain and grow into 
who we are at UPC as an expression of the body of Christ. More than any other in our memories, the 
past year has presented challenges to the “normal” rhythm of life. It is from this awareness that we seek 
to explore a sense of Renewal – a time to renew  

• our faith in ourselves 

• our commitment to serving one another, our community, and those most affected by the 
brokenness in our nation and our world, and 

• our faith in GOD. 
During the month of October, we will ask each other to reflect more fully on our commitment of ourselves 
and our financial support to the work of Renewal. The changes we have experienced over the past 
months are profound, with the results of those changes still unfolding. Though we grieve losses, through 
our work together toward Renewal, we will find new opportunity and healing growth.  
  
You can renew your financial pledge to the life and service of UPC by signing and submitting the pledge 
card you receive in the mail or by completing electronic pledge card. Your pledge will be gratefully 
accepted any time during October, with October 31 designated as Stewardship Commitment Sunday.  
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FORUM ART EXHIBIT 

Remembering the Artistry of Delores Capstraw, 1926-2020 
An exhibit of paintings by Delores Capstraw, who painted under the name Delores O’Neill Meldrum, is 
being shown in the Center for Education. Delores always said, “Art wants to be seen” and here is a last 
opportunity for you not only to see her art but to “purchase” it. All paintings will be available to take in 
exchange for a donation to University Presbyterian Church. 
 
To allow as many paintings as possible to be displayed there will not be a theme, nor will the paintings be 
grouped. Most are original watercolors or oils, or prints of her originals. Many are framed. Delores painted 
the following subjects: 

• Landscapes of mountains, rivers, and lakes 

• Coastal scenes 

• Tarahumara Indians of Copper Canyon 

• Hunt scenes 

• Still lifes 

• Botanicals 

• Figures 

• Spanish missions of California and Texas 
There are also lithographs of the saints associated with each of the missions. One series of paintings 
consists of large acrylics based on images in old photographs. 
 
If you can’t decide between two paintings or are not sure a painting will fit, log them in the notebook, take 
them home, and try them out. Then send a check to the church office if they work or bring them back if 
they don't. 

 

  

  

UPC FINANCIALS 

Thanks to all who have been keeping up with their pledges 
in 2021. We have a healthy balance in most of the special 
funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for 
a particular purpose. The overall balance in the special 
funds account is $84,517. The sanctuary remodel project 
made the space more spacious and audio/visual friendly. It 
will be completed within the month with new rugs and new 
chairs being installed. The SoL Center offers interfaith adult 
education and has an operating budget of $33,160 and 
separate endowment accounts. 
 
In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, 
we also have Endowment Funds which are funds invested 
for the long term that help support programs of the church, The SoL Center, and the University 
Presbyterian Children's Center. The August market value of UPC Endowments is $719,764 and the book 
value is $456,334. The August market value of SoL Endowments is $171,761 and the book value is 
$115,561. Endowments are invested and only the earnings or a percentage of the current value may be 
used regularly. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

SPECIAL FUNDS HIGHLIGHT 

The Stewardship & Finance Committee are continuing to highlight some Special Funds that have been 
established at the church and which are not part of the day-to-day church operating budget. These funds 
are usually established by an individual donor or by a committee for a particular purpose. CLICK HERE 
for a summary of these funds through August 2021. 
 
If an individual donor wishes to make a gift which he/she designates should be invested by the church 
and only the returns from the investment used for a specific purpose, this is called an endowment. 
Endowment funds that University Presbyterian Church has are currently invested with either PCUSA’s 
New Covenant funds or with Texas Presbyterian Foundation funds. If the donor designates how the 
returns from the investment should be spent, then a corresponding special fund account under the 
special funds checking account is set up and a committee is assigned which helps ensure that the funds 
are used as the donor designated. If the donor does not wish to have the money invested, but instead 
just gives money for a particular purpose, then a special fund can be set up or that money can be added 
to a special fund that has previously been set up and again a committee is assigned which helps ensure 
that the funds are used as the donor wished. 
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The Sue Adkins Choral Music Fund is an example of an endowment that was set up in 2007 by Thurman 
Adkins in recognition of his fiftieth wedding anniversary. The fund has been added to with memorial gifts 
upon Sue Adkins’ death and regular contributions from Thurman Adkins. The returns from the fund are 
intended to provide for the enhancement of the choral music program and should fund choral music, 
special musicians, instrumentalists, lights and sets for musical events, and even travel for musical 
performances. It is not intended to replace operating funds such as staff salaries or repairs. The endowed 
money of $76,370 is invested into the Texas Presbyterian Foundation Funds and then a special fund 
where the returns are made available for spending was established. The Adkins Choral Fund special fund 
is assigned to the Worship and Arts Committee. 
 
The Covid-19 Support Fund is an example of a special fund which is not an endowment, but where 
monies are donated by the congregation and then can be spent on helping members of the UPC and 
UPCC community who have suffered as a result of Covid-19 and the San Antonio community at large 
who has suffered as a result of Covid-19 at the discretion of the Mission, Outreach and Justice 
committee. This fund is assigned to the Mission, Outreach and Justice committee. 

 

  

  

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND COLLEGE MINISTRY 

  

 

  

  

SUNDAY MORNING CHILDCARE 

Childcare will be offered in the Community Room from 7:45am-
11:15am on Sundays for both worship services and the Sunday 
school time. Space is for children nursery to pre-kindergarten. 
 
Contact Erika Stiner with questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

CHILDREN'S SPIRITUALITY NEWS 

An email full of information for children is sent out weekly. 
Contact Erika Stiner to be added to the distribution list. 
 
Christian Education for children in Kindergarten through 5th grade 
will begin on September 12th and we will meet in the Gathering 
Space outside the CE building. Masks will be required for all adult 
leaders, youth helpers, and children. If you are interested in 
volunteering to be an adult leader in the classroom one Sunday a 
month, please send me an email. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 

An email full of information for Youth is sent out weekly. 
Contact Hannah Cooley to be added to the distribution list. 
 
Sunday mornings look a bit different for youth this semester! 
Instead of traditional Sunday School, youth will have the opportunity 
to serve UPC in various capacities. There will be time for us to 
gather from 8:15am-8:45am to have breakfast, and then students 
can choose where they would like to serve that Sunday before the 
10:00am service. Questions? Email Hannah.  
 
Youth Group will meet most Sunday evenings from 6:00pm-7:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

COLLEGE/YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

Members continue to meet online and are looking forward to redefining its young adult ministry to foster 
inclusion. If you'd like to be a part of this conversation, please contact Dries.  
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UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN'S CENTER  

  

 

  

  

UPCC CELEBRATED 50 
YEARS 

From new gold nametags for staff  
and a special birthday treat - 

to tie dye shirts and each class dancing  
to a definite 70’s disco beat,  
UPCC celebrated 50 years  

of early education and care   
in a style that was super neat!   

 

  

  

  

  

THE SOURCE OF LIGHT CENTER 

  

 

  

  

FALL CLASS UPDATES 

For the well-being of our SoL community, we are shifting most Fall classes to an online format via Zoom. 
Please visit our website for the most up-to-date list of course offerings and their format/location. 
 
We are aware that this change might not resonate with all preferences; but we are making this decision 
out of an abundance of caution. Please do not hesitate to contact us with questions or concerns. We 
appreciate your patience and adaptability at this time. 
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OCTOBER COURSE OFFERINGS 

Click here for full class descriptions and instructor bios.  
 

Dr. King’s Beloved Community: Where Do We Go from Here—Chaos or Community?  
with Bishop Trevor Alexander 
Dr. King was killed 53 years ago. The question must be asked: “Are communities living the DREAM or 
are we living in CHAOS?” Surely, we must do more than celebrate Dr. King’s “I have a Dream Speech.” 
We will explore these topics in this conversation. 
Schedule: Remaining Wednesday, Oct. 13; 7-8:30 p.m. via Zoom 
Tuition: $10 
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 
Intercultural Book Group with Sibi Aydelott, Ph.D. 
Join us as we explore inviting narratives ranging from recent bestsellers to readings that have worn the 
test of time and even been translated onto the silver screen. The books span continents and diverse 
settings: The Henna Artist by Alka Joshi, How the Penguin Saved Veronica by Hazel Prior, and A Man 
Called Ove by Fredril Backman. For the last class meeting, we will watch the movie adaptation of A Man 
Called Ove.   
Schedule: Four Thursdays, Oct. 21, 28, Nov. 4, and 11; 10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. in person at UPC 
Tuition: $30 before Oct. 14, $35 after (scholarships available) 
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 
Public Virtues: Rediscovering Civic Engagement with Dr. Brandon Metroka and Dr. Judith Norman 
Explore the history, evolution, and current import of “public virtues” in this class. Questions addressed 
and discussed will include: What are public virtues? Who decides which virtues are public, private or 
both? Do virtues change or evolve? Why is the concept of “public virtue” important to collective or societal 
identities…to democracy? 
Schedule: Tuesday, Oct. 26; 7-8:30 p.m. via Zoom 
Tuition: $7 before Oct. 19, $10 after (scholarships available) 
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 
The Many Mysterious Childhoods of Jesus of Nazareth with Brian LePort, Ph.D. 
While the Christian New Testament says very little about the childhood of Jesus of Nazareth, this has not 
prevented people from imagining what sort of child he may have been. We will explore extra-canonical 
texts to discover the stories that shaped early Christian communities concerning the childhood of this 
particular Nazarene. 
Schedule: Three Wednesdays, Oct. 27, Nov. 3, and 10; 7-8:30 p.m. via Zoom 
Tuition: $25 before Oct. 20, $30 after (scholarships available) 
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Hope and Resilience: A Study of Two Narratives with Bonnie Lyons and 
The Enneagram and the Baha’i Faith: A Virtues-Based Approach with Jacqueline Claire have been 
postponed to Spring 2022. 

 

  

  

THE BIG GIVE 

Thank you! Two small words packed with gratitude. Your generosity to SoL Center during the Big Give 
ensures that our mission continues! Our total was $3,025, with 34 donors. We are humbled and 
energized by your support. 

 

  

  

CONGREGATIONAL UPDATES 

  

 

  

  

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS 

Partnership of Prayer 
Over 160 people are currently united in praying for others as needs arise. If you would like to 
participate or if you have a prayer request, please contact the church office or contact Kate Wilson. 
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New Babies 
We welcome Nicolas Allen Bueno to the UPC community! Nico (pictured) was born 
9/8/21 at 11:48am (6lbs 12oz 21in) to parents, Bella Bernal and Jacob Bueno. 
Happy grandparents are Anastasia and Lupe Bernal, uncles are Adrian, Brandon, 
and Christopher Bernal, great-grandmother is Maureen Nowotny, and great-aunt is 
Bess Nowotny.  
 
We also welcome Benjamin Edward Bravenec! He was born 9/24/21 to parents, 
Katy and Eddie Bravenec. Welcome to the world precious one! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

OCTOBER CELEBRATIONS 

Birthdays 
1-Ben Henderson 
1-Tracy Lewis 
1-Ainsley Thompson 
2-Tamara Apgar 
2-Helen Silantien 
4-Tatum Spriester 
5-Melinda Beckett 
6-Steven Cathey 
6-Marcia Ellison 
6-Ross Smith 
7-Brett Ward 
9-Jane Fried 
9-Dennis Griffin 
10-Brock Harris 
11-Saul Garcia 
11-Tucker Gibson 
11-Joan Hildreth 
11-Helen Tellegen 
12-Gene Clark 
13-Collin Shinkle 
14-Timothy Apgar 
14-Barbara Trinkle 
17-Lenna Baxter 
17-Will Toman 
19-Mary Lowder 
20-Kirk Kuykendall 
21-Stephanie Giust 
22-Dennis Richard 
27-Mia Lewis 
27-Finnegan McGovern 
27-Chris Sanders 
28-Justin Stiner 
29-Dawn Addington 
29-Tres Nicholson 
30-Helene Treat 
31-Matthew Piper 
 
Anniversaries 
1-Barbara & Ross Smith 
2-Nancy & Fernando Frescas 
4-Chelsea & Tim McGovern 
10-Judy & Garry Cole 
10-Aimee Jensen & Kmilo Marin 
12-Kate & Marc Wilson 
13-Jamie & Simon Thompson 
14-Marian & Jim Edson 
19-Elinor & Jeffrey Gingerich 
19-Susan & Mike Sloan 
19-Nicole Foy & Steve Spriester 
27-Devan & Shelton Aguilar-Mock 
 
 
 
 

 



  

  

GIFTS & MEMORIALS 

UPC Memorial Fund in memory of Leota Adams 
Jocelyn Miller 
 

Loaves & Fishes 
Janifer Meldrum & Bud Eaton 
Linda Ireland 
Gay Spinks 
 

Cluster Habitat Fund 
Miriam & Leslie Ellison 
Joseph Luedecke 
Carol Brown 
 

Prayer Shawl Fund 
Gail & Marc Raney 
Paula & Ben Henderson 
Melissa & Dennis Richard 
 

UPCC Good Shepherd Fund to Celebrate 50 Years 
Jeanna & Cabral Balreira 
Andrea Brooks 
Jane Childers 
Charlotte Jensen 
Sarah Kaufman 
Cheryl & Mike Motta 
The Owen/Bowman Family 
Briana Saussy 
Natalie Tate 
Jordan Vexler 
Ayres Family 
Heather Eichling & Santiago Garcia 
Cindi & Dave Gaskins 
Rebecca & William Harte 
Kimberly & Gregory Lawler 
Gezella Family 
Michele Johnson & Kevin McIntyre 
Kate and Buddy Parsons 
Stevens Family 
Lou & David Williams 
Cynthia Smith 
 

UPCC Good Shepherd Fund in memory of Robert Muller 
Joann Baird 
 

UPCC Good Shepherd Fund in honor of Dylan Delaney 
Delaney Family 
 

SoL Center Programming Fund 
Chris & Darby Riley 
Joyce & Luke McDaniel 
Larry Adamson 
Lyn & Sam Stahl 
Marga Speicher 
Jeanne & Robert Browning 
Frank Seaman 
Judy & Garry Cole 
Jeanette & Gene Clark 
Barry Hubbard 
Marcia Goren Wesser 
Jane Warsaw & Will Ryan 
Sarah Harvey 
 

SoL Center McGregor Simmons Endowment Fund 
Thurman Adkins 
 

SoL Center Adkins Endowment Fund 
Barry Hubbard 

 

  

  



PEOPLE SERVING YOU 

  

 

  

  

STAFF 

Anastasia Bernal - Church Administrator 
Allan Catlin - Facilities & Event Steward 
Cindi Catlin Gaskins - Children's Center Director 
Andries Coetzee - Pastor 
Hanna Cooley - Youth Ministry Director 
Mary Lowder - Organist 
Dhawn Martin - SoL Center Director 
Keith Martinez - Choral Music Director 
Erika Stiner - Children's Spirituality Director 
Frank Villalpando - Custodian 

 

  

  

SESSION  
Ruling Elders - Committee Serving 
Kristen Addington - Stewardship & Finance 
Melissa Almsted - Christian Education Co-Chair (Children), UPCC Board Liaison, and Nominating Chair 
Melayne Anderson - Middle School Youth Elder 
Catherine Bray - Worship & Arts Chair 
Terry Fried - Stewardship & Finance Chair 
Melody Kuykendall - High School Youth Elder 
Melinda Louden - Mission Outreach & Justice and SoL Board Liaison 
Melissa Richard - Co-Clerk of Session and Welcome & Fellowship 
Jim Rogers - Facilities & Operations 
Amy Shaw - Christian Education Co-Chair (Adult) 
Ariel Simpson - Personnel Co-Chair 
Julie Voigt-Wise - Welcome & Fellowship Chair 
Don White - Facilities & Operations Chair 
Andrew Wilson - Mission Outreach & Justice Chair 
 
Non-Session Members - Committee Serving 
Sandy Nicholson - Church Treasurer 
Betsy Pasley - Co-Clerk of Session 
Lou Williams - Personnel, Co-Chair 

 

  

  

DIACONATE 

Deacons - Parishes and Assignments 
Carol Brown - Moderator 
Dale Clyde - University Parish 
Bonnie Flake - Northwood Parish 
Caryl Gaubatz - Olmos Parish 
Melody Hull - Northwest Parish 
Linda Ireland - Northeast Parish 
Cynthia Smith - Windcrest & Out-of-Town Parish, Treasurer 
Robin Raquet - Fredericksburg Parish 
Bonnie Simons - Castle Hills North Parish 
Kay Todd - Downtown & South Parish 
Barb Warren - Alamo Heights Parish 
Janice Zitelman - Stone Oak Parish, Vice-Moderator  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

  

  



 

 

UPC'S MESSAGE TO YOU   
Wherever you may be in the journey of faith, UPC welcomes you.  

We are a community where honest questions are valued  
and where faith is considered a process, not an arrival. 

  
Affirming that every person has worth as a unique creation and a child of God,  

we welcome into full participation people of every age, sex,  
race, color, ethnicity, culture, immigration status, political affiliation,  

economic condition, physical and mental ability, marital status,  
sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression. 

  
If you are passing through, we extend God's blessings to you as you continue on your way.  

If you are seeking a home, we invite you to join us in the adventure  
of serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world. 
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