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WORSHIP AND MINISTRY NEWS

PASTOR'S NOTE
Reflecting on the month ahead, we will need
patience and a whole lot of grace. Who would have
guessed that we still would be dealing with COVID
by Labor Day?  

We are all struggling under the weight of the
pandemic. For many, fear and anxiety are real, and
for some, nearly overwhelming. Yet amid this
seemingly endless uncertainty, we are doing our
best to plan for a new programming year that usually
starts after Labor Day.

This past month Session decided to maintain our
worship times of 8:00 am for the in-person physical
distancing outdoor service, and 10:00 am in-person worship in the Sanctuary. Starting Sunday,
September 12, we will have Children's Education, 8: 45 am until 9:30, with childcare during
worship. Youth ministry will embrace Sunday morning as a time of service and mentorship and gather for
activities on Sunday evenings. Our Adult Sunday School classes are still receiving feedback from
participants to see how we will adapt, and we ask you to stay in touch as we finalize opportunities.

Highlights in worship this month include the beginning of a new year of Christian Formation on
September 12, including the commissioning of Erika Stiner as our Director of Children's Spirituality. In the
same service, we will also ordain and install elders and deacons. This service will start with a short
Congregational Meeting to elect the following officers during the announcements at 10:00 am:
Julie Voight Wise to fill the unexpired term of Elder (class of 2022), Robin Raquet to fill the unexpired
term of Deacon (class of 2022), and Barbara Warren to fill the unexpired term of Deacon (class of 2023).

On Sunday, September 19, we will gather for a collective memorial service for UPC members and
sojourners who have died during this past year and a half. Unfortunately, for most of them, it was
impossible to have memorial services; therefore, we are planning to lift their lives in celebration during the
10:00 am worship amid community.

Two milestones we will celebrate this month in the ministry of UPC are the 50th anniversary of the
University Presbyterian Children's Center and the 20th anniversary of the Source of Light Center. I am
looking forward to marking these anniversaries with you.

As always, I encourage you to visit our website calendar for up-to-date information, especially amid such
uncertainty. Also, please read the In Touch as we will unpack the week's worship and events to come. 

Mooi Loop,
Dries

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP - AUGUST 29, 2021
8:00AM OUTSIDE SERVICE
Join us for a meditative experience on the grass facing Bushnell Ave. Follow the safety guidelines and
please bring your own chair.
Worship Leader: Dries Coetzee
Scripture: James 1:17-27

10:00AM HYBRID SERVICE

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list#
https://upcsa.org/calendar/
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Join us for hybrid worship service. Gather in-person in the sanctuary or continue to watch the service
online. Masks and social distancing are required in the sanctuary.
Worship Leaders: Dries Coetzee, Joseph Luedecke, Hannah Cooley, and Erika Stiner
Scripture: James 1:17-27
Children: Families will sit and stay together with activity bags provided. If you need home worship
resources, please contact Erika Stiner.
Organist / Pianist: Mary Lowder
Singers: Katrina Cantu, James Dickens, Keith Martinez, Thomas Redmond, and Maggie Sorrell
Music: Hymn No. 308 – O God, in Whom All Life Begins, Anthem – He Ain't Heavy He's My
Brother arranged by Mark Hayes, and Hymn No. 700 – I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me

Online Service Links:
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM WEBINAR
CLICK HERE FOR YOUTUBE LIVE

Dial-In Numbers:
346-248-7799, 669-900-6833, 301-715-8592, 312-626-6799
Webinar ID: 209 945 961

Added Security:
Worship services are password protected. Contact the church office for the password. Please note, the
password is the same week after week.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session of University Presbyterian Church, San Antonio is calling a congregational meeting on
Sunday, September 12, at 10:00am in the Sanctuary. The purpose for this meeting is to elect and officers
for unexpired terms.

COMMUNITY NEWS AND HAPPENINGS

VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR
Simple Sunday Get-Together in a Not-So-Simple World
Can’t make it to the worship service this Sunday? Missing the fellowship? Join the virtual Coffee Hour on
Zoom when church is over (so you can still watch the service on You Tube). Those of us a home gather
to share our lives and support each other. Talk with friends you haven’t seen in a while and get to know
other people better—or for the first time. We have a rotating group of people, so each week there’s
someone new or something different in the conversation.

We start around 11:00am each Sunday. To Join, CLICK HERE or dial 346-248-7799 and enter Meeting ID
742 807 278. The password is the same as the one for worship. Contact the church office if needed.

LOAVES & FISHES
Sunday, September 5 is the next Loaves & Fishes. Monetary donations to purchase toiletries for the
House of Neighborly Service and Christian Assistance Ministry are welcome. Please mark online
donations or checks mailed to the office with "Loaves & Fishes.”

HOLY SMOKE LITE - OCTOBER 17TH
Holy Smoke is back! (Kind of.) The San Antonio Habitat for Humanity Presbyterian Cluster of Churches
has planned their yearly fundraiser with a few changes due to the COVID -19 pandemic. The need for
affordable housing is greater than ever and we need your help to be able to continue this important
ministry. We are planning an hour-long Holy Smoke Lite fundraising event for the afternoon of October
17, 2021 (exact time TBD) at Covenant Presbyterian Church. We will meet outside for a brief program of
music and fellowship (without food), with information on the ministry of San Antonio SA for Humanity. We
also hope to broadcast it digitally for those who prefer to meet with us from afar.

But please don't wait to donate! Your contributions are crucial in this time of pandemic limitation.
Checks can be made out to: “Presbyterian Cluster Habitat” with “Holy Smoke Lite” on the memo line.

mailto:estiner@upcsa.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XC8ljnfdlX3KRhcwsH-pAEWEWnITvvTpBbY7fTMZ9jxiMYxyQ_xiVtFJToZ-dvF2-EdVEeSSI9REn-IZvGtcyt6Qoly1ZPtUuVE6g9VAOu6_ZQAqIRaqEXU8yfQrnPdp6a3wE0xgullbErPFUKjRCg==&c=-InBhszAxnCZitLrMMl5BxiARayNGU8H8XNCFY7Do4WcrofCF6tEtQ==&ch=Ll_MDdmH3BS7jc3mbL9ZFSst5Q0wmvbupeRkjTr9AlR4wtfZUKwvAA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001XC8ljnfdlX3KRhcwsH-pAEWEWnITvvTpBbY7fTMZ9jxiMYxyQ_xiVtFJToZ-dvF2F_KFPrLVhCP2HOhreWKy_ybvASU7atrqYeYcUf9DZZDiPHTHESb4so3lAMzHj-HOmJqSmxe9If0_-Zr-zWoeAginwlB6oaTbC3q443EUDGfoJfr66pPgUh6nyuD-X97r&c=-InBhszAxnCZitLrMMl5BxiARayNGU8H8XNCFY7Do4WcrofCF6tEtQ==&ch=Ll_MDdmH3BS7jc3mbL9ZFSst5Q0wmvbupeRkjTr9AlR4wtfZUKwvAA==
mailto:upcsa@upcsa.org
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list#
https://zoom.us/j/742807278#success
mailto:upcsa@upcsa.org
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Hand to UPC's representative (Joseph Luedecke or Leslie Ellison) or mail it to: Covenant Presbyterian
Church, Attn: Martha Flores, 211 Roleto Drive, San Antonio, Texas 78213

We thank you for your continued support of this valuable ministry. We completed a home for Karolyn and
her son in spring 2021 under COVID–19 criteria, and contributed half the money needed for a full
sponsorship (the Poerner Family Foundation provided the other half of the sponsorship). We hope for a
full home sponsorship in 2022, if we can raise the $60,000.00 to do so (building materials have increased
in price). Let's make this dream a reality.

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP
The Book Group will meet Monday evening Sept. 27 at 7:00pm via Zoom to discuss “Pew" by Catherine
Lacey. All are welcome! Zoom information will be sent out the day before or the day of the meeting.

 Let the church know if you want to be added to the mailing list. Instructions for joining the virtual gathering
are sent out the day of or the day before.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
If Summer is in the rear view mirror and Fall is steadily advancing, can the
Holidays be far behind? Knitters and crocheters are looking ahead to the
needs of a community that may be still struggling with a pandemic.
Continued isolation and the threat of variants contribute to an ever present
angst. The Shawl Ministry is planning once again to "Take the Shawls to the
Street" in December as our way of spreading comfort and God's love in this
congregation and to the community at large. We are actively recruiting
knitters, crocheters and wannabes to help prepare for this event. What does
a knitter look like? Meet one of our newest members. The ability to create
beautiful things in the service of others is not reserved to any particular
demographic. If you'd like to join this active and caring fellowship, contact
Caryl Gaubatz. The next First Friday Zoom meeting will take place on Sept.
3, from 12:00pm-1:00pm or join us every Wednesday from 7:30am-9:00am
via zoom. Shawls and lap robes may be signed out from the church library during business hours. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT DURING THE WEEK
Sunday Outdoor Worship - 8:00am
Join us for a meditative experience on the grass facing Bushnell Ave. We will follow the safety guidelines
and ask everyone to bring their own chair or blanket.

Sunday Hybrid Worship - 10:00am
We gather in the sanctuary for in-person worship (wearing masks and social distancing). The service is
live-streamed at the same time. Click here for the Zoom Webinar, click here for YouTube Live, or call 346-
248-7799 with meeting ID 427 660 200. You can also watch the service later at your convenience
on YouTube here.  

Sunday Virtual Coffee Fellowship Time - 11:00am
Join members of the UPC virtual community after worship led by different parishioners each week. To
Join Click Here or dial 346-248-7799 and enter Meeting ID 742 807 278.

Tuesday Discerning Worship with Karen Jensen and Frank Garcia-Treto - 1:00pm
Worship is about so much more than just a sermon. Join a discussion lead by Karen Jensen and joined
by Dries as we discuss the upcoming Sunday's Scripture and make it relevant to our lives. Through art,
poetry, and meditation, we explore the multi-facetedness of God's word for our time. Contact Karen
Jensen to receive Zoom invite.

Wednesday Zoom Knit-In - 7:30am
All knitters and crocheters are welcome to join. For further information, contact Caryl Gaubatz. Even
though we may not be able to enjoy each other's physical presence, we realize the need to remain a
"knitted-together" community. Plus there are real psychological benefits to working with one's hands: the
repetitive motions of knitting activate the parasympathetic nervous system, calming the "fight or flight
response." (British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 2013). To Join Click Here.

Wednesday Midweek Check-In and Prayer with Dries - 9:00am
These are trying times. Not being with each other removes the sense of connection. Join Dries for a
midweek check-in and prayers as we cultivate a community of faith that seeks to nurture and support one

mailto:upcsa@upcsa.org
mailto:slothcloth413@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/427660200?status=success#success
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTAZT81nhSmv2mr9El4-64A/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTAZT81nhSmv2mr9El4-64A/
https://zoom.us/j/742807278?status=success#success
mailto:jensenfuture@gmail.com
mailto:slothcloth413@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/950447159#success
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another through life's trials and triumphs while we minister to the brokenness in the world. To Join Click
Here.
  
Thursday Theology 101 with Dhawn Martin - 7:00pm
Deepen your faith with Dhawn Martin as you engage in a theological conversation. Dhawn has taught
courses in Philosophy and Theology, Civil Engagement, Peace and Power, and Utopias and Dystopias,
at Drew University, St. Mary's University, and Hanover College. Her areas of academic study include
political theology and peace-making. To Join Click Here.

Saturday COVID-19 Bereavement Support Group - 10:00am
This weekly online support group is for those who have lost loved ones to COVID-19. This informal group
will be held one hour a week and is limited to 20 people. Contact Joseph Luedecke, LMSW for more
information and to sign up.

SESSION AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - AUGUST 2021
1. Session will issue a call for a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, September 12 at 10:00am for the
purpose of electing, installing or ordaining Officers for the following unexpired terms: Elder Julie Wise to
fulfill unexpired 2022 term; Deacon Robin Raquet to fulfill unexpired 2022 term; and Deacon Barb Warren
to fulfill unexpired 2023 term.

2. Session adopted the following schedule for Sunday services September 12 through December 19:
8:00am to 8:30am - Outdoor Service
8:45am to 9:30am - Sunday School
10:00am to 11:00am - Hybrid Service

3. With the recent surge in Covid 19 with the Delta variant, the Session would like to share these CDC
recommendations and UPC's response. Of course, as guidelines change, the Sanctuary Logistics
subcommittee on resuming in-person services along with the staff will make appropriate changes in our
protocols.

CDC Recommendations for Outdoor Settings (as of July 27, 2021): Current data suggest the risk of
transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in outdoor settings is minimal. In general, fully vaccinated people do not
need to wear a mask outdoors. Fully vaccinated people might choose to wear a mask in crowded outdoor
settings if they or someone in their household is immunocompromised.

CDC Recommendations for Indoor Settings (as of July 27, 2021): Risk of SARS-CoV-2 infection, severe
disease, and death is reduced for fully vaccinated people. Though they happen in only a small proportion
of people who are fully vaccinated, some infections do occur among fully vaccinated people. Fully
vaccinated people who do become infected with the Delta variant can transmit it to others. Therefore,
fully vaccinated people can further reduce their risk of becoming infected with the Delta variant and
transmitting it to others by wearing a mask in public indoor settings in areas of substantial or high
community transmission. Wearing a mask in public is most important for people who are
immunocompromised. Fully vaccinated people might choose to mask regardless of the level of
transmission, particularly if they or someone in their household is immunocompromised or at increased
risk for severe disease, or if someone in their household is unvaccinated. People at increased risk for
severe disease includes older adults and those who have certain medical conditions, such as diabetes,
overweight or obesity, and heart conditions. Members of the household who are unvaccinated include:
any persons who have not completed vaccination, who cannot be vaccinated, and those who are not
eligible for vaccines, including children less than 12 years of age. Fully vaccinated people should also
continue to wear a mask where required by federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules, and
regulations, including local business and workplace guidance, and in correctional facilities and homeless
shelters. Prevention measures are still recommended for unvaccinated people.

CDC recommends universal indoor masking for all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to schools,
regardless of vaccination status. Children should return to full-time in-person learning in the fall with
proper prevention strategies in place.

4. Session accepted these UPC Protocols for Class Meetings Outdoors: 
Masks optional but encouraged, as is keeping a six-foot distance, especially when the Bexar
County Level of Community Transmission is substantial or high or when the City of San Antonio
Risk level is severe, critical or worsening.

https://zoom.us/j/678335901#success
https://zoom.us/j/617163903#success
mailto:jr.luedecke@gmail.com
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list#
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view
https://covid19.sanantonio.gov/Home
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5. Session accepted these UPC Protocols Class Meetings Indoors:
Masks required over nose and mouth regardless of vaccination status.
Room capacity must allow for six-foot distance between attendees.
Class lead to clean/disinfect high-touch surfaces (tables, doorknobs, light switches, countertops,
handles, etc.) before and after class with disinfecting wipes and have available to class members
for their chairs, arm rests, etc.

6. UPC will begin providing childcare on September 12 for the duration of both services and Sunday
School (7:45am-11:15am) for Infants to Pre-K. Childcare will take place in the Community Room, with two
nursery workers present and one to two youth volunteers to assist, as needed.

SUNDAY MORNNG CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Plans are still being finalized for Sunday morning Christian Education for all ages. The Session approved
times will be 8:45am-9:30am. Some groups will meet virtually and others will meet in person. Stay tuned
for updates in the weekly emails and on the church website.

Bible Study Class
Janifer Meldrum and Nancy Vaughn
Sundays, 8:45am-9:30am - CE Room 3
This is a study-focused class that delves into the Bible as a personal religious or spiritual practice. The
class is friendly and open to those with any level of familiarity with the Bible. This group rotates
leadership and facilitation of the study sessions from among the participants and throughout the year
looks to a variety of Bible Study resources for fresh and relevant material.
 
Living Our Faith
Sandy Nicholson
Sundays, 8:45am-9:30am - CE Room 4
This class explores a variety of topics with the intent of forming participants into those who consistently
live out what they learn. Members in this class collaboratively generate ideas and areas of study to
explore together throughout the year. Class facilitation is shared among participants with occasional
guest teachers leading the discussion.
 
Parents Group         
Coco Anderson
Sundays, 8:45am-9:30am - Library
Parents of children of any age are invited to gather in the UPC Library for fellowship and conversation
about the struggles and joys of raising children. We ask questions like, “How do children develop a faith
that becomes their own?” or “What are appropriate ways that children can learn to serve others?”
Occasionally we engage in a book study. If you have young children and are seeking support,
encouragement, ideas, or friends, this group is for you!
 
Sunday Book Study Group
Bonnie Flake and Cynthia Smith
Sundays, 8:45am-9:30am - CE Room 2
The Sunday Book Group has been meeting regularly since the 1970s to read and discuss books that
explore all aspects of our own and other faith traditions, as well as the intersection of faith and the secular
world. Selections may include biography, history, theology, personal memoir, social commentary, and
more. Members of the group nominate and vote on which books to read. The group does have a standing
moderator, but individual members take turns leading the weekly discussion, usually one or two chapters
at a time.
 
Youth Sunday School and Youth Group
Hannah Cooley
Sundays, 8:00am-8:15am and 6:00pm-7:30pm - CE Room 1
Youth will gather for breakfast and then students can choose where they would like to serve that Sunday
before the 10:00am service. Then they will gather for fun and fellowship on Sunday evenings.
 
Children’s Sunday School
Erika Stiner
Sundays, 8:45am-9:30am - Gathering Space or CE Rooms 6 & 7
Children Kinder to 5th grade will meet in the Gathering Space for stories, wondering, and playing together.
Join us as we explore how God calls us to love one another.
 
Childcare
Sundays, 7:45am-11:15am - Community Room
Childcare available for Infant to Pre-K.

mailto:janifermeldrum@icloud.com
mailto:nvaughan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sanartjam@aol.com
mailto:courtneyanderson1978@gmail.com
mailto:bltflake@att.net
mailto:cts5200@hotmail.com
mailto:hcooley@upcsa.org
mailto:estiner@upcsa.org


8/27/2021 Constant Contact

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list 7/14

FORUM ART EXHIBIT
Remembering the Artistry of Delores Capstraw, 1926-2020
An exhibit of paintings by Delores Capstraw, who painted under the name Delores O’Neill Meldrum, will
be shown in the Forum later this month. Delores always said, “Art wants to be seen” and here is a last
opportunity for you not only to see her art but to “purchase” it. All paintings will be available for you to take
in exchange for a donation to University Presbyterian Church. There is no specified price for any painting;
the amount of your donation will be confidential.  

To allow as many paintings as possible to be displayed there will not be a theme, nor will the paintings be
grouped. Most are original watercolors or oils, or prints of her originals. Many are framed. Delores painted
the following subjects:

Landscapes of mountains, rivers, and lakes
Coastal scenes
Tarahumara Indians of Copper Canyon
Hunt scenes
Still lifes
Botanicals
Figures
Spanish missions of California and Texas

There are also lithographs of the saints associated with each of the missions. One series of paintings
consists of large acrylics based on images in old photographs. 

Exhibit dates will be announced in the Weekly In-Touch.

ONLINE GIVING / STEWARDSHIP
Thank you for continuing to support the church with your pledge. Continue to mail checks to the church
office or CLICK HERE for online donations.

UPC FINANCIALS
Thanks to all who have been
keeping up with their pledges in
2021. We have a healthy balance in
most of the special funds which are
non-operating funds, usually
designated for a particular purpose.
The overall balance in the special
funds account is $91,606. The
sanctuary remodel project made the
space more spacious and
audio/visual friendly. It will be
completed within the month with new
rugs and new chairs being installed.
The SoL Center offers interfaith adult
education and has an operating
budget of $33,160 and separate
endowment accounts.

In addition to operating funds
and special purpose funds, we also
have Endowment Funds which are funds invested for the long term that help support programs of the
church, The SoL Center, and the University Presbyterian Children's Center. The July market value of
UPC Endowments is $710,685 and the book value is $456, 334. The July market value of SoL
Endowments is $168,997 and the book value is $115,561. Endowments are invested and only the
earnings or a percentage of the current value may be used regularly.

SPECIAL FUNDS HIGHLIGHT
The Stewardship & Finance Committee thought that it would be a good idea to highlight some Special
Funds which have been established at the church and which are not part of the day-to-day church
operating budget. These funds are usually established by an individual donor or by a committee for a
particular purpose. CLICK HERE for a summary of these funds through July 2021.

If an individual donor wishes to make a gift which he/she designates should be invested by the church
and only the returns from the investment used for a specific purpose, this is called an endowment.

http://upcsa.org/giving
https://files.constantcontact.com/664d9e18001/b7d599f1-dd8f-4126-961b-0d3d37fa5140.pdf
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Endowment funds that University Presbyterian Church has are currently invested with either PCUSA’s
New Covenant funds or with Texas Presbyterian Foundation funds. If the donor designates how the
returns from the investment should be spent, then a corresponding special fund account under the
special funds checking account is set up and a committee is assigned which helps ensure that the funds
are used as the donor designated. If the donor does not wish to have the money invested, but instead
just gives money for a particular purpose, then a special fund can be set up or that money can be added
to a special fund that has previously been set up and again a committee is assigned which helps ensure
that the funds are used as the donor wished.

The Hawthorne Leadership Fund is an example of an endowment that was set up in 2007 from a bequest
from Katherine Hawthorne and gifts contributed in her memory, combined with the funds from the
previously named Leadership fund. The income from this fund can be utilized to defray expenses for
church members (adults and youth) attending leadership training conferences, camps, meetings.
Etc. While the primary purpose of this fund is the training of members to fulfill leadership responsibilities,
the income may also be used for church officer training through retreats and conferences. The Session
may also authorize the use of these funds to provide educational opportunities for staff not covered by
their budgeted continuing education funds. The endowed money of $55,924.36 was invested into the
New Covenant Funds and then a special fund where the returns are made available for spending was
established. The Hawthorne Leadership Fund is assigned to the Session.

The John Silantien Music Fund is an example of a special fund which is not an endowment, but where
monies are donated by the congregation and then can be spent at the discretion of the music director and
the Worship & Arts committee on instruments, musicians, special music etc. Recently the grand piano
was purchased with some funds from the John Silantien Music Fund combined with some funds from
other sources. This fund is assigned to the Worship & Arts committee.

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND COLLEGE MINISTRY

SEMESTER COOK OFF
UPC youth and children and their families are invited to a Semester Kick-Off on Sunday, August 29th
from 6:00pm-7:30pm. We will meet in the parking lot so please park along the street. This event will be a
time of fellowship as we prepare for a new season and routine. There will be games and activities for all
ages.

We are going to grill hot dogs, provide chips and water, and have the Amy's ice cream truck here for
dessert! Please bring anything else your family may enjoy.

Reach out to Hannah Cooley or Erika Stiner with any questions. We can't wait to see you!

CHILDREN'S SPIRITUALITY NEWS
An email full of information for children is sent out weekly.
Contact Erika Stiner to be added to the distribution list.

Christian Education begins September 12th. If you are interested in
volunteering once a month to be an adult leader in the K-5 Sunday
School class please email Erika. Adult leaders need to be vaccinated.
Leaders, youth helpers and children will be masked at all times. We will
be meeting outdoors in the Gathering Space this fall as weather
permits. We are excited to get to know your children in the coming
weeks as we learn and wonder together. 

Childcare will be offered in the Community Room from 7:45am-11:15am on Sundays. We are in the
process of hiring nursery childcare workers. If you would like to be on the hiring committee or if you know
someone who would like to apply, please let Erika know. 

Christian Education for children in Kindergarten through 5th grade will begin on September 12th and we
will meet in the Gathering Space outside the CE building. Masks will be required for all adult leaders,
youth helpers, and children. If you are interested in volunteering to be an adult leader in the classroom
one Sunday a month, please send me an email.

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list#
mailto:hcooley@upcsa.org
mailto:estiner@upcsa.org
mailto:estiner@upcsa.org
mailto:estiner@upcsa.org
mailto:estiner@upcsa.org
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
An email full of information for Youth is sent out weekly.
Contact Hannah Cooley to be added to the distribution list.

Sunday mornings will look a bit different for youth this semester!
Starting September 12th, instead of traditional Sunday School, youth
will have the opportunity to serve UPC in various capacities. There
will be time for us to gather from 8:15am-8:45am to have breakfast,
and then students can choose where they would like to serve that
Sunday before our 10:00am service. Questions? Email Hannah.

Please note that while we will have our kick-off event on the 29th, there will be no Youth Group on Sept. 5
due to Labor Day Weekend. 

UPC Youth Ministry t-shirts have arrived! If you ordered one and will be at the Semester Kick-Off on 8/29,
you’ll get it then! If you won’t be there, let Hannah know and she’ll get it to you at a different time! 

COLLEGE/YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
Members continue to meet online and are looking forward to redefining its young adult ministry to foster
inclusion. If you'd like to be a part of this conversation, please contact Dries.

UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN'S CENTER

UPCC CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
On September 7th, University Presbyterian Children’s Center (UPCC) celebrates 50 years! For the past
five decades UPCC has reframed the original objectives from 1971 as seen in the timeline in the photo to
the current goals: 

to nurture young children and families from diverse backgrounds; 
to support the development of the whole child - physically cognitively, socially, emotionally and
spiritually; 
and to journey with children, families and staff towards a more inclusive future. 

In the 70’s and early 80’s, UPCC only offered half day schedules for socialization with peers and for
respite for the parents. Over the years through changing economic times and especially with the
increasing understanding of the critical brain development during the first 5 years of life, UPCC has
transformed into an early learning center with both full time and part time options for families. Nationally

mailto:hcooley@upcsa.org
mailto:hcooley@upcsa.org
mailto:hcooley@upcsa.org
mailto:acoetzee@upcsa.org
mailto:acoetzee@upcsa.org
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list#
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accredited since 1987, UPCC has become a leader in the community with its commitment to high quality
education and care, nature immersed curriculum, and serving as a field site for future educators majoring
in early childhood education at local colleges and universities. 

UPCC 2021-2022 STAFF
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THE SOURCE OF LIGHT CENTER

UPCOMING CLASSES - FALL
We are excited to present this opening slate of classes and discussions. Stay tuned for more classes that
are in the works, including a collaboration with St. Mark's School of Wisdom (San Marcos), The
Holocaust Memorial Museum of San Antonio, and the Jewish Community Relations Council of San
Antonio.

Currently most classes are scheduled to meet in person. That said, SoL Center will be following guidance
from the CDC and Metro Health and will determine if a shift to all zoom classes is the way to best honor
all members of our community. All decisions made will be communicate through email and our webpage. 

We deeply appreciate your continued support and look forward to meaningful conversations this Fall!
 Click here for full class descriptions and instructor bios.

Dr. King’s Beloved Community: 
Where Do We Go from Here—Chaos or Community? 
with Bishop Trevor Alexander
Dr. King was killed 53 years ago. The question must be asked: “Are communities living the DREAM or
are we living in CHAOS?” Surely, we must do more than celebrate Dr. King’s “I have a Dream Speech.”
We will explore these topics in this conversation.
Schedule: Two Wednesdays, Sept. 22 and Oct. 13; 7-8:30 p.m.
Tuition: $15 before Sept. 15, $20 after
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Hope and Resilience: A Study of Two Narratives
with Bonnie Lyons
In different ways and forms, two books introduced in this class, celebrate resilience and hope despite the
dark powers that threaten. In the first class, we will explore Elizabeth Wetmore’s novel, Valentine, set in
Odessa, Texas in 1976, about the aftermath of a brutal sexual assault as seen through the eyes of
several of the town’s complex, relatable women. In the second class we will focus on a memoir, Hope
Jahren’s, Lab Girl, in which her love of plants and her triumph over various difficulties make this unique,
brilliantly written memoir unforgettable reading.
Schedule: Two Mondays, Sept. 27 and Oct. 25; 2:30-4 p.m. 
Tuition: $15 before Sept. 20, $20 after (scholarships available)
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

The Enneagram and the Baha’i Faith: A Virtues-Based Approach
with Jacqueline Claire
Unlock your personality to transcend self and discover a streamlined focus for spiritual growth and
uplifting relationships.
Schedule: Two Wednesdays, Sept. 29 and Oct. 6; 7-8:30 p.m.
Tuition: $15 before Sept. 22, $20 after (scholarships available)
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

CONGREGATIONAL UPDATES

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
Partnership of Prayer
Over 160 people are currently united in praying for others as needs arise. If you would like to
participate or if you have a prayer request, please contact the church office or contact Kate Wilson.

SEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONS
Birthdays
1-Crystal Cox
2-Alazar Coetzee
2-Mark Lewis
3-Barry Bartlett

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list#
https://sourceoflightsa.org/classes-and-events
https://upcsa.org/sol-center-registration/
https://upcsa.org/sol-center-registration/
https://upcsa.org/sol-center-registration/
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list#
mailto:upcsa@upcsa.org
mailto:texanlkf@aol.com


8/27/2021 Constant Contact

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list 12/14

3-Glenn Jensen
3-Don White
5-Jeanette Clark
6-David Anderson
6-Tom McIver
6-Kelli Weedon
8-Julian Dupertuis
8-Ariel Simpson
10-Keith Kendall
10-Frederik Welker
13-Jamie Thompson
14-Maggie Giust
16-Spencer Smith
17-Anastasia Bernal
17-Carol Brown
19-Marc Raney
19-Joshua Welker
19-Bill Weller
20-Bud Eaton
22-Dave Garber
23-Cheo Martinez
23-Louise O'Donnell
23-Anne Pearson
24-Eden Welker
26-David Sanders
27-Janice Zitelman
29-Cynthia Smith
30-Melody Hull
30-Brynn Owen

Anniversaries
13-Ariel Simpson & Joseph Luedecke
27-Tracy & Mark Lewis

GIFTS & MEMORIALS
UPC Youth Fund
Melissa & Dennis Richard

Loaves & Fishes
Janifer Meldrum & Bud Eaton
Cynthia Smith
Betty Fritz

Pastor's Discretionary Fund
Cynthia Smith

SA Cluster Habitat Fund
Joseph Luedecke

Memorial Wall Fund
Gay Spinks

SoL Center Programming Fund
Judith Harris
Jane Warsaw & Wilbert Ryan

PEOPLE SERVING YOU

STAFF
Anastasia Bernal - Church Administrator
Allan Catlin - Facilities & Event Steward
Cindi Catlin Gaskins - Children's Center Director

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list#
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Andries Coetzee - Pastor
Hanna Cooley - Youth Ministry Director
Mary Lowder - Organist
Dhawn Martin - SoL Center Director
Keith Martinez - Choral Music Director
Erika Stiner - Children's Spirituality Director
Frank Villalpando - Custodian

SESSION
Ruling Elders - Committee Serving
Kristen Addington - Stewardship & Finance
Melissa Almsted - Christian Education Co-Chair (Children), UPCC Board Liaison, and Nominating Chair
Melayne Anderson - Middle School Youth Elder
Catherine Bray - Worship & Arts Chair
Terry Fried - Stewardship & Finance Chair
Melody Kuykendall - High School Youth Elder
Melinda Louden - Mission Outreach & Justice and SoL Board Liaison
Art Nicholson - Facilities & Operations
Melissa Richard - Co-Clerk of Session and Welcome & Fellowship
Jim Rogers - Facilities & Operations
Amy Shaw - Christian Education Co-Chair (Adult)
Ariel Simpson - Personnel Co-Chair
Don White - Facilities & Operations Chair
Andrew Wilson - Mission Outreach & Justice Chair

Non-Session Members - Committee Serving
Sandy Nicholson - Church Treasurer
Betsy Pasley - Co-Clerk of Session
Lou Williams - Personnel, Co-Chair

DIACONATE
Deacons - Parishes and Assignments
Carol Brown - Moderator
Dale Clyde - University Parish
Bonnie Flake - Northwood Parish
Caryl Gaubatz - Olmos Parish
Melody Hull - Northwest Parish
Linda Ireland - Northeast Parish
Cynthia Smith - Windcrest & Out-of-Town Parish, Treasurer
Anne Pearson - Alamo Heights Parish
Carlos Rodriguez - Fredericksburg Parish
Bonnie Simons - Castle Hills North Parish
Kay Todd - Downtown & South Parish
Janice Zitelman - Stone Oak Parish, Vice-Moderator

UPC'S MESSAGE TO YOU  
Wherever you may be in the journey of faith, UPC welcomes you. 

We are a community where honest questions are valued 
and where faith is considered a process, not an arrival.

 
Affirming that every person has worth as a unique creation and a child of God, 
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we welcome into full participation people of every age, sex, 
race, color, ethnicity, culture, immigration status, political affiliation, 

economic condition, physical and mental ability, marital status, 
sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression.

 
If you are passing through, we extend God's blessings to you as you continue on your way. 

If you are seeking a home, we invite you to join us in the adventure 
of serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world.

University Presbyterian Church | 300 Bushnell Ave, San Antonio, TX 78212
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