VISIT OUR WEBSITE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Worship and Ministry News
 A Note from Dries
 Worship Information
 Annual Congregational Meeting
Community News and Opportunities
 Habitat
 I/CAN
 Women's Book Group
 Prayer Shawls
 Prayer Flags
 Opportunities to Connect
Session and Committee Reports
 Session Meeting Highlights
 Life After Loss Class
 Online Giving / Stewardship
 Christian Pen Pals
 Treasurer's Report
 COVID-19 Relief Fund
 I/CAN Year-End Report
UPC Children, Youth, and College Ministry
 Children Ministry
 Youth Ministry
 College / Young Adult Ministry

University Presbyterian Children's Center
 School News
The Source of Light (SoL) Center
 Upcoming Classes
Congregational Updates
 Congregational News
 Birthdays & Anniversaries
 Gifts & Memorials
 Partnership of Prayer
People Serving You
 Staff List
 Session Members & Committees
 Deacons & Parishes
 UPC Welcome Statement

WORSHIP AND MINISTRY NEWS

A NOTE FROM DRIES
Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17, marks Lent's beginning, a time of reflection and prayer in preparation of
Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection. As in years past, we invite you to make the 40 days of Lent a
transformational experience. This year we will engage forgiveness, which Marjorie Thompson in her book
"Forgiveness" and our study guide describes as "the healing stream flowing out from the crucified Christ
over a world that does not know how desperately it needs the healing."
Make this Lent, amid coronavirus, physical distancing, and virtual worship, a truly healing experience by
participating in a discussion group, as your involvement will make a difference. Be on the look out for a
special Lent at UPC email giving information on the Ash Wednesday Worship Service and all of the Lent
Small Group Gatherings.
Many Blessings,
Dries

OUTDOOR WORSHIP - SUNDAYS AT 8:00AM
Join us for a meditative experience on the grass facing Bushnell Ave.
Follow the safety guidelines and please bring your own chair.

ONLINE WORSHIP - SUNDAYS AT 10:00AM
Join us for worship each week lead by Dries Coetzee and assisted by
Dhawn Martin. Music provided by Mary Lowder, Keith Martinez, and the
Choral Scholars. Church members take turns sharing in the time for
children, moments for mission, and liturgies. Guest speakers and special
visitors also add to the line up of some services.
Online Service Links:
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM WEBINAR
CLICK HERE FOR YOUTUBE LIVE
Dial-In Numbers:
346-248-7799, 669-900-6833, 301-715-8592, 312-626-6799
Enter Webinar ID: 209 945 961
Added Security:
Worship services are password protected. Contact Anastasia for the password. Please note, the
password is the same week after week.

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING
The Annual Congregational Meeting of University Presbyterian Church, San Antonio, is called for
Sunday, Feb. 7, 2020, at 11:00am via Zoom during the Fellowship Time. The purposes of this meeting
are to review the annual budget, to elect officers, and to vote on Pastor’s Terms of Call.
Throughout the remaining February-May Sunday Fellowship Times, we will receive the various
committee reports, and hear from the committee chairs.

COMMUNITY NEWS AND HAPPENINGS

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
This year’s Habitat for Humanity home build will run through mid-April and we
need volunteers! Each Saturday from 8:00am-3:00pm, we hope to have 2-3
UPC volunteers on site. You can learn as you go, and we’ll keep a healthy
social distance the whole time. Click here to sign up to volunteer. The build site
is on the south side of town, in the Rancho Carlota subdivision (13801 Watson
Rd, 78073). Contact Leslie Ellison for info. Let’s build better, together!
As always, we also welcome donations to fund next year’s home. Please give
to the church, with “Habitat Cluster” in the memo line.

I/CAN SMALL GROUP MEETINGS
The Interfaith/Community Action Network (I/CAN) will hold a Small Group Meeting once a month (every
4th Monday evening) until voting begins, and we want you to be part of the conversation. You can help
our local Family Action Agenda be more inclusive. Click here to register for the meetings. Zoom meeting
link will be sent upon registration. Contact Joseph Luedecke with questions. Looking forward to talking!

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP
Monday evening February 22, the UPC Women's Book Group will meet virtually via ZOOM at 7:00pm to
discuss Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver, led by Karen Roe. All are welcome.
Let the church know if you want to be added to the mailing list. Instructions for joining the virtual gathering
are sent out a day before.

SHAWL MINISTRY
Shawls are created in all shapes, colors and sizes - just like God's
children. When we make the shawls, we trust they will go where they
may do the most good and provide the most comfort. The shawl
pictured found its way to a young man with Stage IV lung cancer.
Although making the shawls is a reward in itself, receiving a picture like
this from a recipient is an added blessing.
In December the Shawl Ministry was able to distribute over 60 shawls
and lap robes. We are gradually but doggedly rebuilding our inventory,
and we are actively seeking new knitters or crocheters.
To request a shawl or to join us, please contact Caryl Gaubatz.

PRAYER FLAGS AVAILABLE FOR ALL
The prayer flag makers have made payer flags available (for free) for each deacon to give to folks in their
parish who have suffered a death or other severe occurrence in their life, as well as for those who are
experiencing a joyous event - a birth, wedding, graduation, etc.
However, the flaggers decided to tell all members of UPC to take or mail a flag to others, outside UPC,
that may be comforted. Contact the church office to set up a time to retrieve a flag.

OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT DURING THE WEEK
Sunday Outdoor Worship - 8:00am
Join us for a meditative experience on the grass facing Bushnell Ave.
Follow the safety guidelines and please bring your own chair.
Sunday Virtual Worship - 10:00am
Click here for the Zoom Webinar, click here for YouTube Live, or call
346-248-7799 with meeting ID 427 660 200. You can also watch the
service later at your convenience on YouTube here.
Sunday Joys, Concerns & Prayers Fellowship Time - 11:00am
We miss the personal connection when we watch services online. Not
seeing each other in worship takes away a critical connection we have come to love about worshiping at
UPC. Join Dries after worship for sharing your joys and prayer. To Join Click Here or dial 346-248-7799
and enter Meeting ID 742 807 278.
Meditation Tuesdays: Centering the Week with Dhawn Martin - 10:00am
Whether you've never meditated or are a transcendental sage, join us for communal meditations.
Together we will breathe in new possibilities for how we shape our days, setting intentions that nurture
peace, generosity, and compassion. We will open the hour with centering prayer and wisdom literatures
from diverse traditions, and then move into the contemplative. To Join the Zoom Webinar, Click Here,
Tuesday Discerning Worship with Karen Jensen and Dries Coetzee - 1:00pm
Worship is about so much more than just a sermon. Join a discussion lead by Karen Jensen and joined
by Dries as we discuss the upcoming Sunday's Scripture and make it relevant to our lives. Through art,
poetry, and meditation, we explore the multi-facetedness of God's word for our time. Contact Karen
Jensen to receive Zoom invite.
Wednesday Zoom Knit-In - 7:30am
All knitters and crocheters are welcome to join. For further information, contact Caryl Gaubatz. Even
though we may not be able to enjoy each other's physical presence, we realize the need to remain a
"knitted-together" community. Plus there are real psychological benefits to working with one's hands: the
repetitive motions of knitting activate the parasympathetic nervous system, calming the "fight or flight
response." (British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 2013). To Join Click Here.
Wednesday Midweek Check-In and Prayer with Dries - 9:00am
These are trying times. Not being with each other removes the sense of connection. Join Dries for a
midweek check-in and prayers as we cultivate a community of faith that seeks to nurture and support one
another through life's trials and triumphs while we minister to the brokenness in the world. To Join Click
Here.
Thursday Theology 101 with Dhawn Martin - 7:00pm
Deepen your faith with Dhawn Martin as you engage in a theological conversation. Dhawn has taught
courses in Philosophy and Theology, Civil Engagement, Peace and Power, and Utopias and Dystopias,
at Drew University, St. Mary's University, and Hanover College. Her areas of academic study include
political theology and peace-making. To Join Click Here.
Saturday COVID-19 Bereavement Support Group - 10:00am
This weekly online support group is for those who have lost loved ones to COVID-19. This informal group
will be held one hour a week and is limited to 20 people. Contact Joseph Luedecke, LMSW for more
information and to sign up.

SESSION AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - JANUARY
 Congregational Meeting and annual committee reports – Due to pandemic restrictions, UPC
will remotely conduct its Annual Congregational Meeting (AGM) for 2021. The meeting is required
by the PC-USA’s Book of Order to approve the Ruling Elder and Deacon officer slate, the
nominating committee candidates, the details of the Pastor Call. This AGM business will be
addressed at the beginning of the Joys and Concerns after-worship Zoom videoconference on
Sunday, Feb. 7. Then, in the weeks to follow, chairs of the UPC committees will provide their own
updates of the past year. These will be publicized through the Friday InTouch e-mail newsletters.

 Earthcare update – The solar panels that were approved by Session in May are being installed
in the church parking lot. These will provide more cost-efficient and sustainable power to UPC,
and will offer shade to the parked cars. The Session also approved the committee's annual report
and application to PC-USA to renew UPC’s involvement in the effort.

 Sanctuary renovation – The campus planning task force is identifying specific improvements
and locating funding to equip the sanctuary for flexibility and healthier airflow to accommodate the
congregation when public health officials deem it appropriate for congregants to return to inside
worship.The Session approved a portion of the expenditures so the project can move forward.

 Lenten groups – The Pandemic Advisory task force has developed guidelines for UPC to host
Lenten virtual or outside group discussions. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17. This year’s
conversations will be based on “Forgiveness” by Marjorie Thompson.

ONLINE GIVING / STEWARDSHIP
Thank you for keeping up with your pledge or donating extra to the UPC Covid-19 Response Fund.
Continue to mail checks to the church office or click on the link below for online donations.

DONATE NOW

CHRISTIAN PEN PALS:
UPC'S NEW PRISON-RELATED MINISTRY
In keeping with the text of Matthew 25 and the tenets of being a Matthew 25 church, UPC is calling for
volunteers as we embark on a new prison-related ministry: Christian Pen Pals.
What is Christian Pen Pals?
Christian Pen Pals (CPP) is an organization that matches volunteer pen pals (age 18+) with inmates that
are incarcerated. Inmates are male and female and can be incarcerated anywhere in the nation.
Volunteering with CPP is a way for UPC members and sojourners to engage with an inmate in a COVIDsafe way and within the structure of an established program.
What does a volunteer do?
The hope is that pen pals will write to their inmates around twice per month; the cost of postage is part of
the volunteer commitment. UPC’s mailing address will be used as the return address for letters from the
inmates, and UPC Pen Pals will be notified when they have received a letter. The focus of the letterwriting should be on building a positive relationship, and if stories of faith and spiritual encouragement are
shared, that is welcome. Click here for more details on the matching process, safety, and suggestions for
letter content.
Why is UPC joining CPP now?
This opportunity was brought to the Mission, Outreach and Justice Committee by UPC member Janice
Zitelman, who has been a Christian Pen Pal along with her husband Fred since 2016. Janice says: “The
ministry has afforded us a lens into the prison system and shows us some of the struggles of our brothers
and sisters from different backgrounds than ourselves. Such a lens increases our understanding of the
human condition and helps us to empathize more with others. The four men we have been corresponding
with bring many blessings to us: we write to them and pray for them, and they also offer prayers for our
wellbeing. It has been a meaningful experience for us.”
How can I get more information or sign up?
Email Janice with questions and to indicate interest. We hope to sign up volunteers in February and
March, in advance of April as “Second Chance Month,” but volunteers can start at any time.

TREASURER'S REPORT
Thanks to all who kept up with their pledges
in 2020 and to the many new members and
visitors who have made donations. UPCC
and the church allocated most of the funds for
the SBA Paycheck Protection Loan in support
of staff employment. Expenses continue to be
lower than planned though we have been
upgrading technology. We have a healthy
balance in most of the special funds which
are non-operating funds, usually designated
for a particular purpose. The overall balance
in the special funds account is $492,736
which includes a very generous anonymous
donation of $125,000 which will be used to
seed some campus improvements focusing
on making the sanctuary more audio/visual
friendly. We ended 2020 with a surplus of
$94,468 which will be used to fund sanctuary
improvements and to close some of the 2021
budget deficit. The solar panel project is moving forward and should be completed in the beginning of
2021. The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and has an operating budget of $34,825 and
separate endowment accounts.

In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, we also have Endowment Funds which are
funds invested for the long term that help support programs of the church and The SoL Center. The
current market value of UPC Endowments is $634,359 and the book value is $424,773. The current
market value of SoL Endowments is $145,197 and the book value is $105,061. Endowments are invested
and only the earnings or a percentage of the current value may be used regularly.

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND
The COVID-19 pandemic continues, and so does UPC's drive to respond through the COVID-19
Response Fund. Our church community has contributed approximately $28,000, so thank you! So far,
$21,000 has been given to community nonprofit organizations serving those most impacted by the
pandemic. $3,500 has been given to families in our midst that are in need of assistance.
If you or someone you know needs some extra help with rent, utilities/internet, groceries, healthcare
expenses, transportation expenses, childcare expenses, or other essentials, please reach out to your
Deacon or Pastor Dries Coetzee (UPC) or to Cindi Catlin Gaskins (UPCC). A subcommittee will review
and respond to these requests confidentially and as quickly as possible.
Thank you for all you have done-and all you will continue to do-to help UPC respond to this crisis with
compassion and in alignment to our Mission and Welcome Statement. Your generosity to the COVID-19
Response Fund and by maintaining your UPC pledge makes that possible. There is always time to
contribute! We will continue to respond faithfully as long as the need exists.

I/CAN YEAR-END UPDATE (INTERFAITH/COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK)
2020 has been an active year for I/CAN. Still in its developing stages as a San Antonio communitychange organization, I/CAN established its logo, a Facebook Page, and a website (www.icansa.org),
which provide a means to communicate our work and give community-wide access. We partnered with
COPS-Metro to advocate that City Council approve expedited funding for a COVID CARES Act
Workforce Development Program, which was added to the November ballot and passed. After the
shooting deaths of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor, we established a relationship with the San Antonio
Police Department to understand their policies and advocate for change. Two law enforcement issues are
scheduled to appear on the local ballot in May, and while I/CAN recognizes the need for protections from
union organization, it also acknowledges that bad actions cannot be allowed to shelter in in those
protections.
Through multiple meetings a month, with leadership planning and small group discussions, I/CAN
expanded its Family Action Agenda in the face of both the upcoming national election and the COVID-19
pandemic (https://icansa.org/family-action-agenda/). We met with political candidates to outline our
Agenda and prepare for the Online I/CAN / TBO Political Accountability Session, held via Zoom on
th
October 18 and attended by 140 community members (30 from UPC) and 8 area candidates. (Watch the
Assembly here! https://icansa.org/accountability-session/)
In 2021, we will work to hold our elected State and Federal officials accountable to the Family Action
Issues, while also directing our focus to meet with local candidates in preparation for the San Antonio
elections in May. We will host ongoing small group meetings to develop an Agenda of local issues, and
th
are planning an Accountability Session on April 18 to help you meet your candidates. 2021 is a chance
to grow stronger, together. Stay tuned for ways you can play your part.

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND COLLEGE MINISTRY

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY NEWS
Children’s ministry is in a strange state during the COVID-19 pandemic. While church staff and
volunteers want to minister to and support children and families, they do not want to burden them, as
many families are already overwhelmed with distance learning, working from home, and limited childcare
availability. The Christian Education Committee is continuing to explore this situation and consider what
type of programming we would like to offer for children and families in the fall. If you have suggestions,
opinions, or questions, please contact Children’s CE Committee Chair, Melissa Almsted.

YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
Weekly Gatherings
The youth continue to meet most Sunday evenings via Zoom and one Sunday evening a month in
person. In addition, kids can "Hang with Hannah" at the Quarry Starbucks. Click here for a schedule.

COLLEGE/YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY
Pastor Dries and others are re-imagining what college and young adult ministry could look like at UPC.
Todd McGraw established a vibrant college ministry group in his tenure at UPC, and Dakota Kohfield
maintained it. Members continue to meet online and are looking forward to redefining its young adult
ministry to foster inclusion. If you'd like to be a part of this conversation, please contact Dries.

UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN'S CENTER

SCHOOL NEWS
Children over two-years old are encouraged to wear masks
at UPCC and even the 2 year olds do well with the health
practice. When you are two and the pandemic has been
going on for almost half of your life, wearing masks is “the
norm” for you when you see your teachers and family
members wear them too! We are so proud of the children!
The UPCC children take walks around the church campus
every day in order to have more time outside (especially
important during the pandemic) and to build a deeper
connection to nature. All age groups are fascinated by the
rock fountain on the edge of the columbarium, and this is
especially true of the toddler classes as they have made
visiting the bubbly water part of their walking routine.

THE SOURCE OF LIGHT CENTER

UPCOMING CLASSES
The SoL Center is offering online programming (meetings and webinars via Zoom) in the Spring. Click
here for class descriptions and instructor bios.
“Getting into Good Trouble”:
Hearing Voices in the Hebrew Bible on Civil Disobedience
conversation between Dr. Francisco García-Treto and Dr. Dhawn Martin
Schedule: Two Mondays; Feb. 1 and 8; 7:00-8:00pm
Tuition: $10 before Jan. 25, $15 after (scholarships available)
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
Health and Wellness: The Do’s and Don’ts of Weight Loss
with Dr. Nazli Uppal
Schedule: Three Tuesdays; Feb. 9, 16, and 23; 7:00-8:00pm
Tuition: $20 before Feb. 1, $25 after (scholarships available)
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
Faith and Race—An Ongoing Conversation
with Rev. Andries Coetzee, Dr. Doshie Piper, and others
Schedule: Three Saturdays; Feb. 20, Mar. 20, and Apr. 17; 10:30-11:30am
February 20 – The Role of Resistance
March 20 – The Role of Trust
April 17 – The Roles of Resilience and Steadfastness
Tuition: $10 before Feb. 13, $15 after (for all three discussions)
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
Bridges to Care: San Antonio Faith Communities’ Response
to the Mental Health Challenges of COVID 19
with Doug Beach
Schedule: Monday, Feb. 22; 7:00-8:00pm
Tuition: Free, registration required by Feb. 15
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
Mental Wellness and Happiness: Understanding Joy and Purpose
Through Brain/Mental Health Science and Cultural/Societal/Faith Perspectives
with Terri Mabrito
Schedule: Thursday, Mar. 4; 7:00-8:00pm
Tuition: $7 before Feb.25, $10 after
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

CONGREGATIONAL UPDATES

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
Partnership of Prayer
Over 160 people are currently united in praying for others as needs arise. If you would like to
participate or if you have a prayer request, please contact the church office or contact Kate Wilson.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
4-Lillian Holland
5-Hannah Almsted
6-Bill Campbell
6-Aidan Wilson
9-Marge Clyde
9-William Walsh
11-Nancy Vaughan
12-Gail Raney
13-Kay Todd

14-Devan Aguilar-Mock
16-Tom Williams
17-Cabral Balreira
19-Melissa Richard
19-Jeffrey Gingerich
20-Christian Dittmer
22-Sarah Harvey
23-Marc Wilson
24-Dorothy Gibson
24-Zachary Smith
25-Frank Garcia-Treto
25-Tim Walsh
26-Maggie Sorrell
27-Beth Coetzee
28-Chuck Bray
29-Ben Plummer
Anniversaries
20-Melanie & John Strybos
21-Cindi Catlin Gaskins & Dave Gaskins
21-Patty & Tres Nicholson
27-Jeanette & Gene Clark

GIFTS & MEMORIALS
UPC Memorial Fund in Memory of Anna Barbara Neuenschwander
Charlotte Jensen
Marcia Ellison
Liz & Carl Helser
Gail & Ben Plummer
Janifer Meldrum & Bud Eaton
Linda Ireland
Bernice Buxbaum
Thurman Adkins
UPC Memorial Fund in Memory of Jim Ireland
Carol Brown
Gail & Ben Plummer
Ruth Frederick
UPC Memorial Fund in Memory of Wally Lord (Marlyn Gibb's brother)
Ruth Frederick
UPC Memorial Fund in Memory of Susan Langan
Marcia Ellison
UPC Solar Panel Project in honor of Cindi Catlin Gaskins & Dave Gaskins
Lorna & Jim Shinkle
UPCC Covid-19 Response Fund
Jane & Terry Fried
Jordan Vexler & Albert Shannon
UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund in memory of Anna Barbara Neuenschwander
Cindi Catlin Gaskins & Dave Gaskins
UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund in memory of Jim Ireland
Cindi Catlin Gaskins & Dave Gaskins
UPCC General Fund
Emily Johnson
Matthew and Lydia Piper

PEOPLE SERVING YOU

STAFF
Anastasia Bernal - Church Administrator
Allan Catlin - Facilities & Event Steward
Cindi Catlin Gaskins - Children's Center Director
Andries Coetzee - Pastor
Hanna Cooley - Youth Ministry Director
Mary Lowder - Organist
Dhawn Martin - SoL Center Director
Keith Martinez - Choral Music Director
Frank Villalpando - Custodian

SESSION
Ruling Elders - Committee Serving
Melissa Almsted - Christian Education, Co-Chair (Children)
Cathy Bray - Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Robert Browning - Christian Education, Co-Chair (Adults)
Terry Fried - Stewardship & Finance, Chair
Keith Kendall - Mission Outreach & Justice
Hanna Kuykendall - Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Melinda Louden - Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Art Nicholson - Facilities & Operations and Co-Clerk of Session
Ariel Simpson - Personnel, Co-Chair
Sally Smith - Christian Education and Nominating, Chair
Don White - Facilities & Operations, Co-Chair
Andrew Wilson - Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Non-Session Members - Committee Serving
Ben Henderson, Facilities & Operations, Co-Chair
Sandy Nicholson - Church Treasurer
Betsy Pasley - Co-Clerk of Session
Melissa Richard - Welcome & Fellowship, Chair
Lou Williams - Personnel, Co-Chair

DIACONATE
Deacons - Parishes and Assignments
Carol Brown - Northwest Parish, Vice-Moderator
Margaret Cairnes - Olmos Parish
Bonnie Flake - Northwood Parish
Marlyn Gibbs - Windcrest Parish
Paula Henderson - Castle Hills North Parish
Linda Ireland - Northeast Parish
Cynthia Smith - College Student Parish, Treasurer
Anne Pearson - Alamo Heights Parish
Carlos Rodriguez - Fredericksburg Parish
David Sanders - University Parish
Nancy Vaughan - Moderator
Janice Zitelman - Stone Oak Parish, Secretary

UPC'S MESSAGE TO YOU
Wherever you may be in the journey of faith, UPC welcomes you.
We are a community where honest questions are valued
and where faith is considered a process, not an arrival.
Affirming that every person has worth as a unique creation and a child of God,
we welcome into full participation people of every age, sex,
race, color, ethnicity, culture, immigration status, political affiliation,
economic condition, physical and mental ability, marital status,
sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression.
If you are passing through, we extend God's blessings to you as you continue on your way.
If you are seeking a home, we invite you to join us in the adventure
of serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world.
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