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WORSHIP AND MINISTRY NEWS
A NOTE FROM DRIES
October brings with it many opportunities to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and division, and embrace
God's mission of reconciliation. Sunday, October 4 is World Communion Sunday and we join churches
around the world as we support the Peace & Global Witness Offering of the Presbyterian Church USA. In
the coming weeks, we will also contemplate stewardship. Through worship and prayer, we will consider
how UPC enables us to be in relationship beyond ourselves with siblings around the corner and the
world. Our stewardship theme this year is "Caring and Connecting" and we invite you to prayerfully
consider your commitment to UPC. Our Presbyterian Church (USA) has the following to say in its
stewardship emphasis:
“Giving has always been a mark of Christian commitment and discipleship. The ways in which a
believer uses God’s gifts of material goods, personal abilities, and time should reflect a faithful
response to God’s self-giving in Jesus Christ and Christ’s call to minister to and share with others
in the world. Tithing is a primary expression of the Christian discipline of stewardship.”
“Those who follow the discipline of Christian stewardship will find themselves called to lives of
simplicity, generosity, honesty, hospitality, compassion, receptivity, and concern for the earth and
God’s creatures.”
“The Christian life is an offering of one’s self to God. In worship the people are presented with the
costly self-offering of Jesus Christ, are claimed and set free by him, and are led to respond by
offering to him their lives, their particular gifts and abilities, and their material goods.”
Together, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we will embody the words of Jesus to his disciples: “Peace
I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled, and do not let them be afraid” (John 14:27).
Blessings,
Dries

ONLINE WORSHIP - SUNDAYS AT 10:00AM
Join us for worship each week lead by Dries Coetzee and
assisted by Dhawn Martin. Music provided by Mary Lowder,
Keith Martinez, and the Choral Scholars. Church members
take turns sharing in the time for children. Guest speakers
and special visitors also add to the line up of some services.
Online Service Links:
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM WEBINAR
CLICK HERE FOR YOUTUBE LIVE
Dial-In Numbers:
346-248-7799, 669-900-6833, 301-715-8592, 312-626-6799
Enter Webinar ID: 209 945 961
Added Security:
Worship services are password protected. Contact Anastasia for the password. Please note, the
password is the same week after week, so if you've received a password from the church office recently,
it it the same.

WORSHIP INFORMATION
Sunday, Oct. 4: Proper 22 / World Communion Sunday / Peace & Global Witness Offering
Preaching/Leading: Gregory Cuellar, Associate Professor of Old Testament at Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary; Dries Coetzee; and Dhawn Martin
Scripture: Matthew 21:33-46
"The kingdom of God will be ... given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom." (Verse 43)
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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Sunday, Oct. 11: Proper 23
Preaching/Leading: Dries Coetzee, Dhawn Martin, and Cindi Catlin Gaskins
Scripture: Matthew 22:1-14
"Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet."
Sunday, Oct. 18: Proper 24
Preaching/Leading: Nancy Benson Nicol, Development Office for Austin Presbyterian Theological
Seminary; Dries Coetzee, and Dhawn Martin
Scripture: Matthew 22:15-22
In the realm of God, we honor God’s image. The coin used to pay the tax was marked with the likeness of
the emperor; each human being is made in the image of God. Jesus’ words in this parable present us
with a critical decision: What or whom do we value most?
Sunday, Oct. 25: : Proper 25
Preaching/Leading: Dries Coetzee and Dhawn Martin
Matthew 22:39-46
“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”

WE NEED YOUR PARTICIPATION.
Looking ahead we need your help with Sunday, November 1, “All Saints Communion Sunday”. We would
love to honor your saints that have joined the “Great Cloud of Witnesses” by including a digital picture in
a slideshow during worship. Please email digital copies of pictures to Anastasia Bernal
(upcsa@upcsa.org) by Monday, October 26.

PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING
The Peace & Global Witness Offering encourages the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and
division, and embrace our God's mission of reconciliation to those around the corner and around the
world.
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by
addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to
utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain
an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own,
through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.
UPC will be collecting this offering on Sunday, Oct. 2. Please make checks payable to UPC with
Peacemaking in the memo line.

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN
My early childhood was spent in the Finger Lake region of upstate New
York. Our town was prone to harsh blizzards every winter. On blizzard
days, once the excitement of school cancellations had subsided, we
began the hard work of shoveling out the drive ways. Post blizzard
shoveling was hard work but also exciting. Everyone in the neighborhood
was outside shoveling. Many of our neighbors were not physically able to
do the work so we all helped each other. The Community pulled together
to clear out all the driveways. This pandemic is a special kind of disaster.
It is just not a public health crisis; the virus has attacked the connections
that underpin our community. Our species doesn’t do social distancing.
One thing that has become more apparent is the value of the UPC community. A community whose fabric
is made of caring staff, volunteers and friends. Resourcing this community is essential in caring for each
other and adapting to the new methods of maintaining human connections.
A great example of the generosity of this community is our transition to a virtual worship service. We
pulled together with time and money and in a short time the congregation went from no virtual presence
to a full online worship service streaming on multiple platforms. This virtual worship has connected
people from all over the world. It has also reconnected members who for one reason or another are not
able to attend a traditional service in the sanctuary.
During this stewardship season, please prayerfully consider your pledge. Your financial support allows
UPC to do the valuable work of caring and connecting this community. Regardless of membership status,
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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all are invited to support UPC. CLICK HERE for a digital pledge card or CLICK HERE to ask the church
office to send you a paper pledge card to complete and mail back.
In Christ,
David Anderson
Stewardship & Finance Committee

COMMUNITY NEWS AND HAPPENINGS
OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT DURING THE WEEK
Sunday Worship - 10:00am
Click here for the Zoom Webinar, click here for YouTube Live, or call 346-248-7799 with meeting ID
427 660 200. You can also watch the service later at your convenience on YouTube here.
Sunday Joys, Concerns & Prayers Fellowship Time - 11:00am
We miss the personal connection when we watch services online. Not seeing each other in worship takes
away a critical connection we have come to love about worshiping at UPC. Join Dries after worship for
sharing your joys and prayer. To Join Click Here or dial 346-248-7799 and enter Meeting ID 742 807 278.
Meditation Tuesdays: Centering the Week with Dhawn Martin - 10:00am
Whether you've never meditated or are a transcendental sage, join us for communal meditations.
Together we will breathe in new possibilities for how we shape our days, setting intentions that nurture
peace, generosity, and compassion. We will open the hour with centering prayer and wisdom literatures
from diverse traditions, and then move into the contemplative. To Join the Zoom Webinar, Click Here,
PLEASE NOTE: No Meditation on Tuesday, Sept. 8,
Tuesday Discerning Worship with Karen Jensen and Dries Coetzee - 2:00pm
Worship is about so much more than just a sermon. Join a discussion lead by Karen Jensen and joined
by Dries as we discuss the upcoming Sunday's Scripture and make it relevant to our lives. Through art,
poetry, and meditation, we explore the multi-facetedness of God's word for our time. Contact Karen
Jensen to receive Zoom invite.
Wednesday Zoom Knit-In - 7:30am
All knitters and crocheters are welcome to join. For further information, contact Caryl Gaubatz. Even
though we may not be able to enjoy each other's physical presence, we realize the need to remain a
"knitted-together" community. Plus there are real psychological benefits to working with one's hands: the
repetitive motions of knitting activate the parasympathetic nervous system, calming the "fight or flight
response." (British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 2013). To Join Click Here.
Wednesday Midweek Check-In and Prayer with Dries - 9:00am
These are trying times. Not being with each other removes the sense of connection. Join Dries for a
midweek check-in and prayers as we cultivate a community of faith that seeks to nurture and support one
another through life's trials and triumphs while we minister to the brokenness in the world. To Join Click
Here
Thursday Theology 101 with Dhawn Martin - 7:00pm
Deepen your faith with Dhawn Martin as you engage in a theological conversation. Dhawn has taught
courses in Philosophy and Theology, Civil Engagement, Peace and Power, and Utopias and Dystopias,
at Drew University, St. Mary's University, and Hanover College. Her areas of academic study include
political theology and peace-making. To Join Click Here
Saturday COVID-19 Bereavement Support Group - 10:00am
This weekly online support group is for those who have lost loved ones to COVID-19. This informal group
will be held one hour a week and is limited to 20 people. Contact Joseph Luedecke, LMSW for more
information and to sign up.

FLU SHOT CLINIC
The Children's Center will be hosting their annual flu shot clinic and invites the UPC community to join
them. It will be held on Wednesday, October 14, from 3:30pm-5:30pm and is for adults only. Pnemonia
shots are also available with an RSVPPlease contact the Children's Center to reserve your shot.

LOAVES & FISHES
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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October 4 is the next Loaves & Fishes Sunday benefiting CAM and HNS. Loaves & Fishes is the first
Sunday of each month with the items collected rotating each quarter. Since we are unable to collect
physical items, please consider sending a check to the church marked "Loaves & Fishes" to help buy
monthly items. For October, we are collecting money for basic items such as 2 lb. bags of sugar, 2 lb.
bags of flour, 1 lb. cans of Crisco, 1 pt. bottles of vegetable oil, unsweetened cereal, and oatmeal.

INTERFAITH/COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK (I/CAN)
On Sunday Oct. 18 at 3:30pm, I/CAN, in partnership with The Border
Organization (TBO) in Del Rio, TX, will host an Accountability
Session via Zoom. We anticipate approximately 12 candidates for
U.S. Congress and State Senate as well as between 200-300 local
citizens and members of the press will participate in this important
collaboration leading up to the November election. Citizens in
attendance will not have a speaking role during the Accountability
Session, but are crucial to the successful outcome of the event. The
size of our attendance matters to show Candidates that our
nonpartisan I/CAN constituency will make significant impact in the
coming election. People power!
Attendees must register in advance by using the QR code, or by
going to the I/CAN website (www.icansa.org ) and clicking the
“register” button located in the headline banner.
During this one-hour Accountability Session, I/CAN leaders will
present community-raised issues for Candidates’ response and will
request their commitment to support these issues if elected. These
issues have been raised over the past 18 months during house
meetings and small group sessions and consolidated into the I/CAN
Family Action Agenda located on the I/CAN website https://icansa.org/ffamily-action-agenda/ .
These issues are not new to the Candidates; I/CAN leaders have spent the last year meeting with them
and introducing them to the Agenda.I/CAN will never endorse any Candidate, but instead, asks
Candidates to endorse our community and its issues. Come be part of that community. Your voice
matters! Your presence matters! Your vote matters!
Please reach out to Joseph Luedecke or reach out to Nancy Campbell if you have questions or need
assistance registering.

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP
UPC Women's Book Group, currently meeting via ZOOM, will convene on Monday evening, Oct. 26, at
7:00pm. Liz Baird will moderate the book review, Abide with Me by Elizabeth Strout. Please join us even
if you have not read the book yet. Instructions for link-up will come out in a timely manner. To be included
in the group, please contact Bonnie Bartlett.
Here is a review from KIRKUS REVIEWS:
Strout earned critical acclaim and nominations for a few prestigious awards—including the PEN/Faulkner
and the Orange Prize—with her debut tale of a New England mother and daughter. Now, she moves a
few towns over to tell the tale of a Congregationalist minister who has lost his wife and, maybe, his faith.
Tyler Caskey had always believed in his calling. He truly loved preaching, and his flock loved him. All this
changed when his vibrant young wife died, leaving him with two little girls and an existential crisis. As
Tyler falters, the affection and admiration he once inspired goes sour, and, as his congregation turns on
him, Strout reveals the many dark and unhappy secrets of West Annett in the 1950s. Most of the
characters in this novel are fundamentally bewildered, and many of them are quite bitter as well. The
narrator’s folksy tone does nothing to enliven this dispiriting story; the overall effect is rather like listening
to a slightly cantankerous maiden aunt dispensing local gossip. The only truly bright spot in this novel is
Tyler’s five-year-old daughter, whom Strout depicts as an imaginative and sensitive child. The reader
might well long for more of her, and will undoubtedly wish that her self-absorbed father hadn’t condemned
her to a year of despair and neglect. When Tyler finally breaks down—he staggers from his pulpit, unable
to face either the people in the pews or his own doubt and confusion—his stumble turns out to be a
spiritual awakening for him and his congregation, but the redemptive ending doesn’t quite make up for
the gloom and spitefulness of the preceding pages. A melancholy tale of faith lost and found and an
unhappy look at small-town life.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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The First Friday Shawl Ministry Zoom Knitting
meeting will take place on Friday, October 2
from 12:00pm-1:00pm.
Website: www.zoom.us
Meeting ID: 679-402-745
For more information and to receive the password,
contact Caryl Gaubatz.

GOT MASKS?
Several UPC members are keeping busy helping others by making masks and now that it is necessary to
wear a mask in most places, there is a larger need. CLICK HERE for a request form/questionnaire to
have masks made for you and your family.

PRAYER FLAGS AVAILABLE FOR ALL
The prayer flag makers have made payer flags available (for free) for each deacon to give to folks in their
parish who have suffered a death or other severe occurrence in their life, as well as for those who are
experiencing a joyous event - a birth, wedding, graduation, etc. However, the flaggers met by zoom today
and decided to tell deacons and all members of UPC to take or mail a flag to others, outside UPC, that
may be comforted by a flag.
There is a bin in the library, next to the prayer shawls, with flags inside for individuals to select from. All
flags have been prayed over with blessings for healing and hope. Flaggers are also working on efficient
ways to distribute flags and to mail. Contact the church office to set up a time to retrieve a flag.

SESSION AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
THANK YOU FOR KEEPING UP YOUR PLEDGE
OR DONATING EXTRA TO THE COVID-19 RESPONSE FUND
Continue to mail checks to the church office or CLICK HERE for online donations.

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - SEPTEMBER
Approved holding the Alternative Gift Market electronically from Nov. 8-Dec. 8
Approved Pastor Dries’ vacation and continuing education from Sept. 27-Oct. 8
Approved sending an e-mail to congregation members about visiting UPC buildings, which are
closed and not staffed because of the pandemic
Approved having early Sunday morning worship services

TREASURER'S REPORT
Thanks to all who have kept up
with their pledges in 2020 and to
the many new members and
visitors who have made donations.
UPCC and the church allocated
some of the funds for the SBA
Paycheck Protection Loan in
support of staff employment.
Expenses continue to be lower
than planned though we have
been upgrading technology. We
currently have a surplus of
$102,904. We have a healthy
balance in most of the special
funds which are non-operating
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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funds, usually designated for a
particular purpose. The overall
balance in the special funds
account is $403,857 which
includes a very generous
anonymous donation of $125,000
which will be used to seed some
campus improvements focusing on
making the sanctuary more
audio/visual friendly. The solar
panel project is moving forward
and should be completed by the
end of the year. The SoL Center
offers interfaith adult education
and has an operating budget of
$34,825 and separate endowment
accounts.
In addition to operating funds and
special purpose funds, we also
have Endowment Funds which are
funds invested for the long term that help support programs of the church and The SoL Center. The
current market value of UPC Endowments is $595,913 and the book value is $414,773. The current
market value of SoL Endowments is $143,327 and the book value is $105,061. Endowments are invested
and only the earnings or a percentage of the current value may be used regularly.

A CALL FOR UPC LEADERS -- ELDERS AND DEACONS
This year’s nomination committee will begin soon to fill next year’s slate of elders and deacons who will
be presented at the congregational meeting in February and begin their terms in June 2021. Please
nominate yourself or another member. The nomination committee includes Sally Smith, Chair; Melissa
Almsted, Session Representative; Nancy Vaughan, Deacon Representative; Karen Jensen; Joseph
Luedecke; Melissa Richard; and Andrew Wilson. Please contact Sally@marmonmok.com for a list of
Elder and Deacon responsibilities and meeting times.

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND
UPC’s continued generosity and energy to respond with support for organizations and individuals in need
due to the COVID-19 pandemic is amazing! We have received approximately $21,500 in donations.
Thank you for this support!
So far, $13,500 has been given to community nonprofit organizations that are on the front lines of serving
those most impacted by the pandemic. These agencies include the SA Food Bank (x4) Meals on Wheels
SA (x3), Christian Assistance Ministry, Culinaria's Emergency Relief Fund, THRIVE Youth Center,
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Interfaith Welcome Coalition (x2), House of Neighborly Service, SA
Department of Arts & Culture, John Knox Ranch, Family Violence Prevention Services, and Project
Quest.
UPC also stands ready to offer support to those in our own UPC and UPCC community who have been
impacted by the crisis. $3,500 has been given to several families in our midst that were in need of rent
assistance and essential needs. If you or someone you know needs some extra help, please reach out to
your Deacon or Pastor Dries Coetzee (UPC) or to Cindi Catlin Gaskins (UPCC). A subcommittee will
review and respond to these requests confidentially and as quickly as possible.
Thank you for all you have done—and all you will continue to do—to help UPC respond to this crisis
quickly, with compassion, and in alignment to our Mission and Welcome Statement. Your generosity to
the COVID-19 Response Fund and by maintaining your UPC pledge makes that possible. We will
continue to respond faithfully as long as the need exists.

SAVE THE DATE -- UPC 2020 ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET
This year's Alternative Gift Market will be held electronically from Nov. 8-Dec.8. Stay tuned for details!

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND COLLEGE MINISTRY
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
Children’s Ministry News
Children’s ministry is in a strange state during the COVID-19 pandemic. While church staff and volunteers
want to minister to and support children and families, they do not want to burden them, as many families
are already overwhelmed with distance learning, working from home, and limited childcare availability.
The Christian Education Committee is continuing to explore this situation and consider what type of
programming we would like to offer for children and families in the fall. If you have suggestions, opinions,
or questions, please contact Children’s CE Committee Chair, Melissa Almsted.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Youth Group News
The UPC youth group has been meeting virtually and
in-person once a month outside at the church while
discussing the book of Galatians. The youth had their
second in-person meeting on September 20th and
enjoyed cooler weather, popsicles, and the chance to
catch up. Students will also be able to gather on Zoom
with Mission Presbytery a few times this fall and have
the opportunity to connect with students from other
youth groups in the area. These other students are
people our youth group would usually be able to
connect with at Midwinters and other events, so we
are looking forward to building relationships with the
groups in our area virtually. Hannah also attended her first intensive of classes at Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary, where she is learning about how to foster relationships with youth as they navigate
their faith journey and how to grow a successful youth ministry that encourages and loves its students. If
you have any questions about what the youth or Hannah are up to this month or the rest of the fall
semester, click here to reach out to Hannah.

COLLEGE MINISTRY
College / Young Adult News
Pastor Dries and others are re-imagining what college and young adult ministry could look like at UPC.
Todd McGraw established a vibrant college ministry group in his tenure at UPC, and Dakota Kohfield
maintained it. But with some members of that group having graduated college and other young adults in
our congregation not necessarily fitting into existing fellowship groups, it is time for UPC to redefine its
young adult ministry to foster inclusion. If you'd like to be a part of this conversation, please contact Dries.

UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN'S CENTER
SCHOOL NEWS
October begins our fourth month since reopening and almost all of the children have returned back to
school. This year the staff collectively acknowledges the beginning of each new month as another
milestone of meeting the extensive required health protocols while implementing in-depth explorations
into topics based on the children’s developmental needs framed around the children’s interests and
questions. Since reopening, most of the classes have been exploring and topics ranging from cicadas
and their exoskeletons, reptiles and birds as the children have found have found extensive evidence of
each while on their walks and explorations around the church campus. It is as if the creatures of the
natural world found the church campus and the playgrounds as a safe and especially welcome space
while the church and school was closed! These photos show best the many ways the UPCC children
explore the topics in-depth through “hands-on, minds-on and hearts-on” activities that engage all of their
senses.

https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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THE SOURCE OF LIGHT CENTER
UPCOMING CLASSES
The SoL Center is offering online programming.
Our deep gratitude to everyone for your patience and
understanding as we discovered new ways to develop events
that both fostered respectful curiosity and built Interfaith
connections. CLICK HERE for updated listings and full
instructor bios.
Cosmology: Exploring the Origin and Evolution of the
Universe and Life
with Dr. David T. Young
Schedule: Five Mondays, Oct. 5, 12, 19, 26 and Nov. 2; 7-8:30 p.m.
Tuition: $30 before Sept.2 8, $35 after
Since before recorded history humans have tried to explain the universe and our place in it. Today we
know that the universe began with the Big Bang 13.8 billion years ago, and about 9 billion years later, the
solar system formed from giant clouds of interstellar dust. Not long afterwards life emerged on the Earth
and evolved to make the world we see today. But there is still much that we don’t know:
What really happened during the very earliest moments of the universe?
What are black holes, dark matter, and dark energy?
Does life, especially intelligent life, exist elsewhere in the universe?
And, as long as we’re asking the big questions, are there other universes?
This course begins with a survey of ancient cosmologies followed by a look into modern technologies,
such as giant telescopes measuring everything from light to radio to gravity waves, that have brought us
to our present understanding of the universe. Then, starting with the Big Bang, we will explore how the
universe evolved, giving rise to galaxies, stars, planets and, ultimately, to life. We will also examine
mysteries that currently elude scientists including the special circumstances that make our universe
suitable for life. The course ends by peering into the far future to see what it holds for life and the
universe we know. NOTE: No previous encounters with fancy math or physics are required. Only
curiosity. CLICK HERE TO REGISTER.
An Adventure in the Yama’s: The First of the 8 Limbs of Yoga
with Shari Miller Gaiennie
Schedule: Two Wednesdays, Oct. 7 and 21; 9-10 a.m.
Tuition: Free, registration required on or before Monday, Oct. 5
Join us for this adventure! CLICK HERE TO REGISTER.
Meeting Pandemics Through a Buddhist Lens
with Thomas Bruner
Schedule: Tuesday, Oct. 13; 7-8 p.m.
Tuition: $10 before Oct. 5, $15 after
Join us as we explore Buddhist perspectives on coping with disruptive and threatening events. CLICK
HERE TO REGISTER.
Faith and Race—An Ongoing Conversation
with Bishop Trevor Alexander, Rev. Andries (Dries) Coetzee, and Dr. Doshie Piper
Schedule: Two Remaining Saturdays, Oct. 17, and Nov. 21; 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Tuition: $7.50 (for two remaining discussions) before October 12, $10 after
Join us for these important conversations, which will explore how faith has shaped, and continues to
shape, race relations. Three organizing topics will ground each discussion:
September 12—The Role of Love
October 17—The Role of Justice
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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November 21—The Roles of Confession and Forgiveness, of Reconciliation and Healing
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER.
The Lord’s Prayer
with Rev. Mignon R. Jones-Spann, M.S., MDiv
Schedule: Two Thursdays, Oct. 22 and 29; 7-8 p.m.
Tuition: $15 before Oct. 15, $20 after
The Lord’s Prayer is likely the most well-known and memorized prayer in Christianity. It is the first prayer
many learn as a child and the last one many remember in their golden years. It is so familiar we
sometimes miss the depth of Jesus’ words to his disciples. If you are ready to dive deeper into the
Lord’s Prayer, join us, as we examine each verse closely to discover the depth and power of this prayer
for people individually and collectively. CLICK HERE TO REGISTER.
Exploring the Work of Toni Morrison
with Bonnie Lyons
Schedule: Two Thursdays, Nov. 5 and 19; 7-8 p.m.
Tuition: $15 before Oct. 5, $20 after
To honor Nobel prize winner, Toni Morrison, who died in 2019, this class will begin with an
introduction/overview of her life and work and then focus on two of her beautiful, socially astute
“woke” novels, The Bluest Eye in the first class, Song of Solomon in the second. CLICK HERE TO
REGISTER.

THE BIG GIVE - THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Ron Tefteller
Bonnie Flake & Frank Garcia-Treto
Jane Warsaw & Wilbert Ryan
Barbara Martin
Nicole Foy & Steve Spriester
Jan & San Williams
Lou & David Williams
Wave Healthcare/Armstrong Vaughan & Associates
Melinda and Jay Louden
Janifer Meldrum & Bud Eaton
Melissa & Dennis Richard
Dan & Tracie Carillo
Cynthia T Smith
Carol Brown
Karen Jensen
Cindi Catlin Gaskins & Dave Gaskins
David & Andrea Anthony
Patti & Harry Jewett
Sheri Rosen
Linda Koehler
Faith & David Jongewaard
Sandy & Art Nicholson
Dhawn Martin
Andy & Melody Hull
Johanna McLeod
Gail & Marc Raney
Marcia Weser
Martha Jones

CONGREGATIONAL UPDATES
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
Sympathies
It is with great sorrow that we notify you of the passing of Delores Capstraw on September 15, 2020.
Prayers of comfort go out to Janifer Meldrum and Bud Eaton and their families as they process this loss.
A private service was held at UPC on Friday, September 25. A public memorial service will be held via
Zoom on Saturday, October 10, at 1:00pm CST. Please contact Anastasia Bernal or contact Janifer
Meldrum for log in and password credentials.
Partnership of Prayer
https://campaign-ui.constantcontact.com/campaign/campaigns/list
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Over 160 people are currently united in praying for others as needs arise. If you would like to
participate or if you have a prayer request, please contact the church office or contact Ruth Ann McIver.

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
1-Tracy Lewis
1-Ben Henderson
1-Ainsley Thompson
2-Helen Silantien
2-Tamara Apgar
4-Tatum Spriester
5-Melinda Beckett
6-Steven Cathey
6-Ross Smith
6-Marcia Ellison
7-Brett Ward
9-Jane Fried
9-Dennis Griffin
10-Brock Harris
11-Helen Tellegen
11-Tucker Gibson
11-Saul Garcia
11-Joan Hildreth
12-Gene Clark
13-Collin Shinkle
14-Timothy Apgar
14-Barbara Trinkle
17-Lenna Baxter
17-Will Toman
19-Mary Lowder
20-Kirk Kuykendall
21-Stephanie Giust
22-Dennis Richard
27-Mia Lewis
27-Chris Sanders
29-Tres Nicholson
29-Dawn Addington
30-Helene Treat
31-Matthew Piper
Anniversaries
1-Barbara & Ross Smith
2-Nancy & Fernando Frescas
10-Judy & Garry Cole
10-Aimee Jensen & Kmilo Marin
12-Kate & Marc Wilson
13-Jamie & Simon Thompson
14-Marian & Jim Edson
19-Elinor & Jeffrey Gingerich
19-Nicole Foy & Steve Spriester
19-Susan Williams Sloan & Mike Sloan
25-Lisa & Bill Campbell
27-Devan & Shelton Aguilar-Mock

GIFTS & MEMORIALS
UPC Memorial Fund
Barry Hubbard in memory of Delores Capstraw
Jeanette & Gene Clark in memory of Thames Jackson
UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund
Lydia & Matthew Piper
Linda Ireland in memory of Helen Crownover
Cynthia T. Smith
UPCC Scholarship Fund
Merle Gilbert in memory of Mary Lou Gilbert Blair
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SoL Center Programming Fund
Barry Hubbard
Jane & Terry Fried
Frank Seaman
SoL Center Special Donations
Lib McGregor Simons & Gary Simons in memory of Thames Jackson

PEOPLE SERVING YOU
STAFF
Anastasia Bernal - Church Administrator
Allan Catlin - Facilities & Event Steward
Cindi Catlin Gaskins - Children's Center Director
Andries Coetzee - Pastor
Hanna Cooley - Youth Ministry Director
Mary Lowder - Organist
Dhawn Martin - SoL Center Director
Keith Martinez - Choral Music Director
Leroy Sebesta - Music Administrative Assistant
Maggie Sorrell - Children's Music Director
Frank Villalpando - Custodian

SESSION
Ruling Elders - Committee Serving
Melissa Almsted - Christian Education, Co-Chair (Children)
Cathy Bray - Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Robert Browning - Christian Education, Co-Chair (Adults)
Terry Fried - Stewardship & Finance, Chair
Keith Kendall - Mission Outreach & Justice
Hanna Kuykendall - Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Melinda Louden - Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Art Nicholson - Facilities & Operations and Co-Clerk of Session
Ariel Simpson - Personnel, Co-Chair
Sally Smith - Christian Education and Nominating, Chair
Don White - Facilities & Operations, Co-Chair
Andrew Wilson - Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Non-Session Members - Committee Serving
Ben Henderson, Facilities & Operations, Co-Chair
Sandy Nicholson - Church Treasurer
Betsy Pasley - Co-Clerk of Session
Melissa Richard - Welcome & Fellowship, Chair
Lou Williams - Personnel, Co-Chair

DIACONATE
Deacons - Parishes and Assignments
Carol Brown - Northwest Parish, Vice-Moderator
Margaret Cairnes - Olmos Parish
Bonnie Flake - Northwood Parish
Marlyn Gibbs - Windcrest Parish
Paula Henderson - Castle Hills North Parish
Linda Ireland - Northeast Parish
Cynthia Smith - College Student Parish, Treasurer
Anne Pearson - Alamo Heights Parish
Carlos Rodriguez - Fredericksburg Parish
David Sanders - University Parish
Nancy Vaughan - Moderator
Janice Zitelman - Stone Oak Parish, Secretary
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UPC'S MESSAGE TO YOU
Wherever you may be in the journey of faith, UPC welcomes you.
We are a community where honest questions are valued
and where faith is considered a process, not an arrival.
Affirming that every person has worth as a unique creation and a child of God,
we welcome into full participation people of every age, sex,
race, color, ethnicity, culture, immigration status, political affiliation,
economic condition, physical and mental ability, marital status,
sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression.
If you are passing through, we extend God's blessings to you as you continue on your way.
If you are seeking a home, we invite you to join us in the adventure
of serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world.
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