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WORSHIP AND MINISTRY NEWS
A NOTE FROM DRIES
It is August, and we are still sheltering at home amidCoronatide. Many of us are getting weary and yet,
no end is in sight. It seems to me we might not assemble again in our sanctuary until the new year. For
many of us this is challenging as community is the very essence of church. I think politicians are correct in
deeming church essential, I just disagree with them on the reasons given. The Bishop-elect of the
Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Missouri, Deon K. Johnson, puts it this way: "The work of the church
is essential. The work of caring for the lonely, the marginalized, and the oppressed is essential. The work
of speaking truth to power and seeking justice is essential. The work of being a loving, liberating, and lifegiving presence in the world is essential. The work of welcoming the stranger, the refugee and the
undocumented is essential. The work of reconciliation and healing and caring is essential. The church
does not need to 'open' because the church never 'closed.' We who make up the Body of Christ, the
church, love God and our neighbors and ourselves so much that we will stay away from our buildings until
it is safe. We are the church."
As summer is coming to an end and we enter our fall, may we remember that we are the church!
Blessings,
Dries

ONLINE WORSHIP - SUNDAYS AT 10:00AM
Join us for worship each week lead by Dries Coetzee and assisted by Dhawn Martin. Music provided by
Mary Lowder, Keith Martinez, and the Choral Scholars. Dakota Kohfield and others share in the time for
children. Guest speakers and special visitors also add to some services.
Online Service Links:
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM WEBINAR
CLICK HERE FOR YOUTUBE LIVE
Dial-In Numbers:
346-248-7799, 669-900-6833, 301-715-8592, 312-626-6799
Enter Webinar ID: 209 945 961
Added Security:
Worship services are password protected. Contact Anastasia for the password. Please Note: The
password is the same as previous weeks, so if you've received a password from the church office
recently, it it the same.

WORSHIP INFORMATION
August 2 – 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dries Coetzee preaching and Dhawn Martin assisting
Matthew 14:13–21
With five loaves and two fish, Jesus feeds a great multitude. In "God's economy," abundance comes from
sharing. The story of Jesus feeding the multitude is a perfect illustration. How might this insight inform our
ministry with people who are poor? How might it challenge our anxieties and encourage our generosity?
August 9 – 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time – International Youth Day
Dries Coetzee preaching and Hannah Cooley assisting
Matthew 14:22–36
Jesus walks on the water to meet his disciples and calms a storm. In the Christian imagination, the
symbol of a boat has been an important metaphor for the church. How is your congregation like a boat?
What storms have you weathered? What tempests are you experiencing now? How is Jesus challenging
you to step out in faith?
August 16 – 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dhawn Martin leading and Interim Stated Clerk of Mission Presbytery Bill Poe preaching
Matthew 15:1–28
Debate about what defiles; a Canaanite woman shows great faith. A courageous and persistent

Canaanite woman speaks out with great faith to challenge the ethnic divisions and purity restrictions of
Jesus' time. Where do we find similar situations in our society? How does our faith call us to confront
these problems?
August 23 – 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dhawn Martin preaching and Dries Coetzee assisting
Matthew 16:13–20
Who is Jesus? Peter answered: You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. Jesus gave Simon a new
name and identity: Peter, the rock on whom the church is built. Similarly, the challenge of building
congregational vitality depends on our confession of who Jesus is. What difference does it make that
Jesus is the Messiah, Son of God?
August 30 – 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – A Focus on Mental Health
Andries Coetzee preaching with Dhawn Martin assisting
Matthew 16:21–28
Jesus says: If any want to follow me, they must take up their cross. Jesus again presents the paradox of
"God's economy." Thosewho seek to save their own lives will lose them. Those who want to acquire the
world will lose what truly matters. How does this challenge conventional wisdom about wealth and
poverty?

COMMUNITY NEWS AND HAPPENINGS
OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT DURING THE WEEK
Sunday Worship - 10:00am
Click here for the Zoom Webinar, click here for YouTube Live, or call 346-248-7799 with meeting ID
427 660 200. You can also watch the service later at your convenience onYouTube here.
Sunday Joys, Concerns & Prayers Fellowship Time - 11:00am
We miss the personal connection when we watch services online. Not seeing each other in worship takes
away a critical connection we have come to love about worshiping at UPC. Join Dries after worship for
sharing your joys and prayer. To Join Click Here or dial 346-248-7799 and enter Meeting ID 742 807 278.
Meditation Tuesdays: Centering the Week with Dhawn Martin - 10:00am
Whether you've never meditated or are a transcendental sage, join us for communal meditations.
Together we will breathe in new possibilities for how we shape our days, setting intentions that nurture
peace, generosity, and compassion. We will open the hour with centering prayer and wisdom literatures
from diverse traditions, and then move into the contemplative. To Join the Zoom Webinar, Click Here,
Tuesday Discerning Worship with Karen Jensen and Dries Coetzee - 2:00pm
Worship is about so much more than just a sermon. Join a discussion lead by Karen Jensen and joined
by Dries as we discuss the upcoming Sunday's Scripture and make it relevant to our lives. Through art,
poetry, and meditation, we explore the multi-facetedness of God's word for our time. Contact Karen
Jensen to receive Zoom invite.
Wednesday Zoom Knit-In - 7:30am
All knitters and crocheters are welcome to join. For further information,contact Caryl Gaubatz. Even
though we may not be able to enjoy each other's physical presence, we realize the need to remain a
"knitted-together" community. Plus there are real psychological benefits to working with one's hands: the
repetitive motions of knitting activate the parasympathetic nervous system, calming the "fight or flight
response." (British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 2013). To Join Click Here.
Wednesday Midweek Check-In and Prayer with Dries - 9:00am
These are trying times. Not being with each other removes the sense of connection. Join Dries for a
midweek check-in and prayers as we cultivate a community of faith that seeks to nurture and support one
another through life's trials and triumphs while we minister to the brokenness in the world. To Join Click
Here
Thursday Theology 101 with Dhawn Martin - 7:00pm
Deepen your faith with Dhawn Martin as you engage in a theological conversation. Dhawn has taught
courses in Philosophy and Theology, Civil Engagement, Peace and Power, and Utopias and Dystopias, at
Drew University, St. Mary's University, and Hanover College. Her areas of academic study include
political theology and peace-making. To Join Click Here
Saturday COVID-19 Bereavement Support Group - 10:00am
This weekly online support group is for those who have lost loved ones to COVID-19. This informal group
will be held one hour a week and is limited to 20 people. Contact Joseph Luedecke, LMSW for more
information and to sign up.

LOAVES & FISHES
August 2 is the next Loaves & Fishes Sunday benefiting CAM and HNS. Loaves & Fishes is the first
Sunday of each month with the items collected rotating each quarter. Since we are unable to collect
physical items, please consider sending a check to the church marked "Loaves & Fishes" to help buy
monthly items. For August, we are collecting money for baby supplies such as diapers, wipes, formula,
cereal, and food.

INTERFAITH COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK
This month, as part of our “Sign Up and Take Charge”
objective, the UPC I/CAN Team will be calling church
members to discuss and obtain endorsement of our Family
Action Agenda and identify folks who may need help getting
to the polls in November. You can review/ endorse the
Family Action Agenda by visiting the I/CAN webpage.
I/CAN will also conduct Small Group discussions on the first
and third Tuesdays in August (8/4 and 8/18) – all are
welcome to come share what weighs on their hearts these
days. Registration for Small Group discussions will be posted
in the InTouch.
Finally, the August I/CAN General Planning Meeting will be
held Tuesday, August 11 at 7:00pm. (And if you missed the
One-On-One Meeting Training on July 30, Ramon Duran
has offered to repeat it if at least 10 people from the I/CAN
member congregations indicate an interest).
Please contact Joseph Luedecke or contact Nancy Campbell
if you have questions.

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP
August's book choice for the UPC Women's Book Group is Little Bee by Chris Cleve. We will gather
virtually via Zoom on Monday, August 24, 6:30pm-8:00pm. Instructions to join the meeting will be sent out
the day before or the day of the meeting. To be included in the group, please contact Bonnie Bartlett.
Here is a review Review from an Amazon customer:
Little Bee an enlightening novel by Chris Cleave was beautifully written and a very informative novel.
Being an illegal refugee from Nigeria, Little Bee faces life one day at a time, trying to live through life's
unexpected twist and turns. The ongoing suspense allowed me to live vicariously through the characters
as I tenaciously read through the novel. Little Bee, being a young women around my age allowed me to
understand what she was going through. The situations and adversity she had to face at such a young
age is unfathomable. Escaping the detention center and making her way to Sarah and Andrews house in
England, Little Bee encounters Andrews death and the toll it takes on the family he left behind. Little Bee
changes the lives of both Sarah and her son Charlie as they move forward from their husband and
father's death.
When buying this book, I had my doubts because despite recommendations the title seemed insipid. With
only a few pages started I could hardly set the book down. From Sarah's clandestine affair with Lawrence
to her truncated finger, this book was filled with surprises that amazed me. The novel was not only
suspenseful but had a great amount of tragedy. Having her sister, Andrew, and the girl with no name die
in her vicinity, Little Bee experiences a multitude of deaths at such a young age. Bur grief never stops her
from moving forward. Little Bee took everyday at a time and did everything she can to survive.
My favorite part of the novel was the ending. Usually i'm cautious when it comes to endings, but Little
Bee’s ending had me wanting to continue reading. We are left with with an ambiguous ending which
allowed me to really think about what will happen to Little Bee. I was able to imagine my own scenario
and how everything would play out. Little Bee laughing as she watches Charlie play on the beach creates
a vivid imagine in my head. However, not knowing what will happen next excited me.
Overall this novel was a great read and I would recommend it to anyone interested in a heartbreaking,
evocative, and suspenseful novel. Do not let the banal cover fool you; the novel was gracefully written
with a sensational story line and well developed characters. Now having read this book I look forward to
reading different Chris Cleave novels and will hopefully end up finding a book just as amazing as this
novel.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Between its beginning in January 2019 until today,
the UPC Shawl Ministry has produced 219 shawls

and laprobes. This output was made possible in
large part by generous donations of lovely yarn
from the Tinsmith's Wife in Comfort Texas.
We have been blessed with another such bountiful
gift this week. Wendy's generosity enables us to
continue our work so I felt it appropriate to mention
it in this week's post. Especially now, when
isolation and uncertainty are ever with us, the gift
of a shawl conveying love and support is especially
relevant.
For more information or to request a shawl or
laprobe, contact Caryl Gaubatz.

GOT MASKS?
Several UPC members are keeping busy helping others by making masks and now that it is necessary to
wear a mask in most places, there is a larger need. CLICK HERE for a request form/questionnaire to
have masks made for you and your family.

PRAYER FLAGS AVAILABLE FOR ALL
The prayer flag makers have made payer flags available (for free) for each deacon to give to folks in their
parish who have suffered a death or other severe occurrence in their life, as well as for those who are
experiencing a joyous event - a birth, wedding, graduation, etc. However, the flaggers met by zoom today
and decided to tell deacons and all members of UPC to take or mail a flag to others, outside UPC, that
may be comforted by a flag.
There is a bin in the library, next to the prayer shawls, with flags inside for individuals to select from. All
flags have been prayed over with blessings for healing and hope. Flaggers are also working on efficient
ways to distribute flags and to mail. Stay tuned.

SESSION AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
THANK YOU FOR KEEPING UP YOUR PLEDGE
OR DONATING EXTRA TO THE COVID-19 RESPONSE FUND
Continue to mail checks to the church office or CLICK HERE for online donations.

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - JULY
Voted to approve a contract with architect Chris Schultz for services in connection with
modifications to the Sanctuary. In the past, Chris has worked with UPC on the Gathering Place
and the Columbarium.
Welcomed Hannah Cooley, and said thanks and bid farewell to Dakota Kohfield, who read a
moving reflection on her time with UPC.
Approved the recommendation of the Pandemic Advisory Group for the UPC office to return to its
earlier stance of working virtually with no appointments, and stated that it is looking forward to reopening Church facilities but will wait until it is safe to do so.

TREASURER'S REPORT
Thanks to all who have kept up with
their pledges in 2020 and to the
many new members and visitors who
have made donations. UPCC and the
church allocated some of the funds
for the SBA Paycheck Protection
Loan in support of staff employment.
Expenses continue to be lower than
planned though we have been
upgrading technology. We currently
have a surplus of $106,895. We have
a healthy balance in most of the

special funds which are nonoperating funds, usually designated
for a particular purpose. The overall
balance in the special funds
account is $344,871 which includes a
very generous anonymous donation
of $125,000 which will be used to
seed some campus improvements
focusing on making the sanctuary
more audio/visual friendly. The SoL
Center offers interfaith adult
education and has an operating
budget of $34,825 and separate
endowment accounts.
In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, we also have Endowment Funds which are
funds invested for the long term that help support programs of the church and The SoL Center. The
current market value of UPC Endowments is $561,947 and the book value is $414,773. The current
market value of SoL Endowments is $133,055 and the book value is $105,061. Endowments are invested
and only the earnings or a percentage of the current value may be used regularly.

SOLAR PANEL PROJECT
On May 20, the Session met and approved applying for a $99,000 loan with PCUSA’s Investment Loan
Program. On June 5, Mission Presbytery’s Finance committee met and agreed to sign off on University
Presbyterian Church’s (UPC) loan application as that was also a requirement. On June 7, a
Congregational meeting was held via Zoom to discuss the Solar Panel project and to approve a resolution
in support of UPC applying for the loan. The loan application and resolution were submitted to PCUSA
Investment and Loan Program, Inc. on June 8. The PCUSA loan committee met on Thursday, June 11
and approved the loan. We have received the loan amount on July 22 and have given the 10% down
payment to the solar panel company so they can do the geo-technical survey and apply for permits with
the City of San Antonio. Here is a breakdown of costs:
Total project cost = $198,064
CPS rebate = ($42,500)
Subtotal to Atma = $155,564
PCUSA Loan = ($99,000)
Fundraiser* = ($19,122)
Contingency Fund* = ($37,382)
*We had a fundraiser to raise funds specifically for the Solar Panel project and as of June 27 had raised
$19,123. Many thanks to all who have donated to the fundraiser. If we receive any additional funds before
the loan closes, we will reduce the amount of money that we pay out from the Contingency Fund by the
amount that we receive from the fundraiser.

ORDINARY TIME PARAMENTS
The current paraments in the sanctuary were
commissioned by the Worship & Arts Committee in
2016 by fabric artist Susie Monday. She used the idea
of the road/path as a theme, reflecting the welcome
message of UPC (Wherever you may be in the journey
of faith...) as well as including elements of trees and
leaves (emblematic of the Tree of Life, a common
historical symbol) and other symbols that have
Christian and spiritual references (such as the
pomegranate, the burning bush, grapes and vines,
planets and galaxies swirling above, etc.)
UPC is currently in discussion with the artist to add a
wall banner to the collection to hang next to the cross.

UPC'S NEW CHILD AND YOUTH PROTECTION POLICY
The Process
On the evening of June 17, I anxiously counted the hands going up on Zoom video screens as the UPC
Session voted on whether or not to adopt the new Child and Youth Protection Policy. More than an act of
hand raising, that vote represented months of hard work and what I see as the overture for the future of
children in our church. The hands went up as session members voted, and I breathed a sigh of relief and
gratitude when I saw that the vote was unanimous to approve the policy.

When I assumed my role as Interim Director of Children’s and College Programs in January of this year,
one of my first assignments from Dries was to update UPC’s Child and Youth Protection Policy. UPC’s
policy of this nature had last been updated in 2010. As you well know, life has changed drastically for
children and youth in the last 10 years in regard to technology and, tragically, in regard to mass violence.
As UPC’s children’s ministry is in a season of transition, it seemed like an ideal time to update the policy.
Mission Presbytery recently published their own Child and Youth Protection Policy, so I used theirs as a
model. The policy that I drafted is closely based on the policy of our Presbytery, but I changed some of
the language to fit the context of a church. I presented the draft for First Read at the May session
meeting. I made further changes to the policy upon receiving edits and suggestions from my colleagues,
Cindi Catlin Gaskins and Andries Coetzee, and session members, Melissa Almsted, Art Nicholson, and
Molly Roth. With the edits and suggestions implemented, and after a discussion about whether or not the
policy should apply to outside groups who use UPC’s facilities (the session voted that it should), the
policy was approved by session on June 17, 2020.
The Motivation
“…we affirm that all children are a gift of God, created by God and created good; all children have the right
to be children; and all children are not just tomorrow, they are today. Because we believe that all children
depend upon adults for safety and security in a world that does not always value children; we hope for a
church where we take seriously our baptismal vow to nurture all children committed to our care…” –A
Vision for Children and the Church, Adopted by the 205th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(USA), 1993
Why is it important that UPC has a policy in place to protect children and youth? First, church is not
always a safe place for kids. We often think that it is, and we hope that everyone in our midst has good
intentions, but I’ve worked in enough child welfare positions to know that that is not always the case. On
the flip side, church can be a place where children encounter caring adults who can spot and report signs
of abuse. Secondly, having a policy in place helps staff, volunteers, and our church as whole to be
accountable to each other and to our values. Third, a protection policy demonstrates our values. Just as
the recently approved solar panels show our neighbors that we care about the environment, a visible
protection policy shows our congregation and prospective visitors that we care about children.
The Details
I encourage you to read the policy in its entirety (9 pages of text, 22 pages counting appendices) that we
will publish on our website and make available in print in the UPC office. As you read it, you may notice
that a few procedures will look slightly different in practice. Of note is that when children and youth are at
any church event where a UPC staff or volunteer will assume responsibility of them, their parent or
guardian must sign them in and out. Another change is that an Annual Safety Form will be collected for
each child and youth that asks about allergies, emergency contact info, and photo consent. Change can
be annoying and challenging, I know, but the little changes that this policy requires are all in an effort to
promote the safety of your children and grandchildren.
I am passionate about children’s rights and safety, and I am proud of our church for adopting a policy that
addresses important issues.
Dakota Kohfield

COVID-19 RELIEF FUND
UPC’s continued generosity and energy to respond with support for organizations and individuals in need
due to the COVID-19 pandemic is amazing! We have received $19,787 in donations. Thank you for this
support!
So far, $8,500 have been given to community nonprofit organizations that are on the front lines of serving
those most impacted by the pandemic. These agencies include the San Antonio Food Bank (x3) Meals
on Wheels San Antonio (x3), Christian Assistance Ministry, Culinaria’s Emergency Relief Fund, THRIVE
Youth Center, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Interfaith Welcome Coalition, the House of Neighborly
Service, and the City of SA Department of Arts & Culture.
UPC also stands ready to offer support to those in our own UPC and UPCC community who have been
impacted by the crisis. $2,900 has been given to families in our midst that were in need of rent assistance
and essential needs. If you or someone you know needs some extra help, please reach out to your
Deacon or Pastor Dries Coetzee (UPC) or to Cindi Catlin Gaskins (UPCC). A subcommittee will review
and respond to these requests confidentially and as quickly as possible.
Thank you for all you have done—and all you will continue to do—to help UPC respond to this crisis
quickly, with compassion, and in alignment to our Mission and Welcome Statement. Your generosity to
the COVID-19 Response Fund and by maintaining your UPC pledge makes that possible. We will
continue to respond faithfully as long as the need exists.

PANDEMIC ADVISORY GROUP
The group members include David Anderson (Chair), Anastasia Bernal, Carol Brown, Cindi Caitlin
Gaskins, Lisa Campbell, Dries Coetzee, Terry Fried, Ben Henderson, and Dhawn Martin. The group
reported the results of the Returning to Normal Activities Survey to the session and made the following
recommendations:
Allow Cindi Catlin Gaskins, director, to reopen UPCC, again gradually, at the beginning of August
if she believes UPCC is ready.
For the UPC office return to its earlier stance of working virtually with no appointments.
For UPC to give no date for the reopening of church facilities at this time.

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVES
There are several organizations requesting help with providing school supplies to families in San Antonio
that are in need. At the August Mission Outreach and Justice Committee meeting, decisions will be made
as to how to distribute funds received by the UPC congregation. Please mark online donations or checks
mailed to the church office with "School Supplies."

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND COLLEGE MINISTRY
Pastor Dries and others are re-imagining what
college and young adult ministry could look like
at UPC. Todd McGraw established a vibrant
college ministry group in his tenure at UPC,
and Dakota Kohfield maintained it. But with
some members of that group having graduated
college and other young adults in our congregation not necessarily fitting into existing fellowship groups, it
is time for UPC to redefine its young adult ministry to foster inclusion. If you would like to be a part of this
conversation, please contact Dries.
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
Children’s Ministry News
Children’s ministry is in a strange state during the COVID-19 pandemic. While church staff and volunteers
want to minister to and support children and families, they do not want to burden them, as many families
are already overwhelmed with distance learning, working from home, and limited childcare availability.
The Christian Education Committee is continuing to explore this situation and consider what type of
programming we would like to offer for children and families in the fall. If you have suggestions, opinions,
or questions, please contact Children’s CE Committee Chair, Melissa Almsted.
Communicating with Parents
As UPC’s Children’s Ministry grows and changes, parents’ input will be key to our decision making. On
her to-do-list in her last week before leaving, Dakota intends to establish a Parents of Children group on
the communication software Cureo that Dries uses for communication with Session and the Lenten small
groups. Cureo will make it easier for staff and church leadership to send a message to the group, and it
will make dialogue and group conversations possible. Please stay tuned for updates.
YOUTH MINISTRY
Youth Interfaith Reading Group
An interfaith reading group for young people ages 12 – 18 focused on racial justice is being formed by
leaders at the Raindrop Foundation and True Vine Church. We hope that UPC youth can take part in this
exchange of ideas and discussion with our neighbors. Scheduling information will be shared as it
becomes available. The book selected is Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds.
Please stay tuned for updates, or reach out to Dhawn or reach out to Hannah if you are interested.
Youth Group News
Follow the new UPC Youth Instagram, @upcsayouth, to keep up with our youth students and youth
programming!
COLLEGE MINISTRY
College Group gatherings
The UPC College Group has been meeting weekly for virtual fellowship. We gather for games and
conversation at 7:00pm on Thursdays evenings. If you are a young person and/or a college student and
would like more information, please contact Dries Coetzee.

FAREWELL NOTE
Dear UPC Family,
It is with gratitude, sadness, and excitement that I write this farewell

letter to you. If you attended the Drive-By-Goodbye last Saturday or
tuned in to worship last Sunday, you know that my time as Interim
Director of Children and College Programs has come to an end, and
that my spouse, Tanner, and I are moving to Colorado.
We are moving to Colorado because Tanner will begin law school at
the University of Colorado in Boulder next month. Our decision to
relocate to that part of the country was influenced by a desire to be
closer to my family (my immediate and almost all of my extended
family live in the Colorado/Wyoming region), our love for the
outdoors, and our fed-up-ness with the Texas heat! Tanner has a
particular interest in environmental law, and the University of
Colorado has a great environmental law program. While working for
the church, I have also been working part time as a grant writer for a
small San Antonio-based company. Because that work is 100%
remote, I will be able to continue as a grant writer for the company
on a full-time basis after our move.
I am so deeply grateful to UPC and the many, many people who
have impacted me over the last six years that I have been a part of
the community. There are too many people, too many influential moments to name them all, but please
know that I cherish each of you, what you’ve taught me, and how you’ve cared for me. I will miss you!
Though I won’t be working for the church anymore, I will still be a friend of the church, and would be
happy to maintain communication. I will send Anastasia our updated address to include in the directory.
Our phone numbers and email addresses will remain the same.
Thank you for the tears, the smiles, the frustrations, the challenges, the inspiration, and the love. At UPC,
I always felt that I could be me— the true, authentic me. There aren’t many places like that in the world.
UPC is special. You all are special.
Peace and Love,
Dakota Kohfield

UNIVERSITY PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN'S CENTER
2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR TEACHING STAFF
This staff is starting off the year with their one-word message for the school year.

REOPENING NEWS
UPCC has postponed the start of the official school year
until September 8. The school reopened on July 27 for a
smaller group of children of essential workers with 10-12
additional children returning every week in August until the
official school year start. With close alignment to the UPCC
nature inspired curriculum, the CDC guidelines also
recommends to have children outside as much as possible,
weather permitting. The UPCC educators decided to rotate
their classes through outdoor areas around the UPC
campus in addition to their daily assigned times on the
extensive UPCC playgrounds to build more time outside for
every age group every morning and the afternoon if the
heat permits.
To accomplish the rotation so all classrooms stay
separated, UPCC renamed the grounds of UPC into
separate zones: Gathering Space Outdoor Classroom
(patio off of the CE building), Beyond Space (open-ended
materials outside the playground fence just off the lower parking lot), the Hill (grassy area on the far end
of the CE building), and of course, the beautiful lawns with the large trees and large rock. As these
photos illustrate best, the children have spent most or all of their morning at school learning and exploring
outside in the fresh air and enjoying the beautiful surroundings of the UPC campus beyond the
playground fences.

THE SOURCE OF LIGHT CENTER
ADAPTING AND GROWING!

The SoL Center is offering online programming.
Our deep gratitude to everyone for your patience and
understanding as we discover new ways to develop events
that both foster respectful curiosity and build Interfaith
connections. CLICK HERE to check the website for future
opportunities.

UPCOMING CLASS
Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament
Presbyterian Women's Bible Study Discussion with Rev. Dr. San Williams
Schedule: Tuesday-Thursday, August 18-20, 2020; 10:30-11:45 a.m.
Tuition: $15; Register by Friday, August 14
Special Note: Participants will need to provide their own copies of Into the Light.
Description: Join San and others via Zoom to discuss P. Lynn Miller's study created for the PW Bible
Study. Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament draws from deep wells of tradition and
lived community. In this discussion themes of lament and hope are explored as a faithful response to life's
uncertainties and tragedies. We will discover that through lament, which is a reaching out to God, the
heart and soul are strengthened to engage the world. Rev. Dr. San Williams, honorably retired Teaching
Elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), served as Interim Pastor at University Presbyterian Church in
San Antonio. He has served Presbyterian churches in Houston, Corpus Christi, Austin, and most recently
as Interim Chaplain at Trinity University. CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

THE BIG GIVE
As you might recall this year's Big Give, in response to the COVID 19 crises, evolved into an emergency
relief drive in March. We sent out word encouraging folks to support the efforts of local organizations and
agencies to help San Antonio and our neighbors. The drive was a success and helped connect people
and organizations. It was and continues to be awe-inspiring the way our communities have given so
generously. And in that spirit of generosity, the organizers of the Big Give have rescheduled this giving
day for September 10, 2020. SoL is one of numerous organizations participating. Spread the word. CLICK
HERE FOR THE BIG GIVE WEBSITE.

CONGREGATIONAL UPDATES
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
Sympathies
It is with great sorrow that we tell you of the accidental death of Jack Flanagan on Sunday, July 26.
Please pray for his wife, Susan, and their families as they process this loss.
We also regret to inform you of the passing of Dave Goldberg on Monday, July 13.
Farewell
We said goodbye to Dakota and Tanner Kohfield who moved to Colorado for Tanner to attend Law
School.
Partnership of Prayer
Over 160 people are currently united in praying for others as needs arise. If you would like to
participate or if you have a prayer request, please contact the church office or contact Ruth Ann McIver.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
2-Luke Addington
2-Chelsea McGovern
4-Leslie Ellison
4-Marc Smith
6-Emma Davis
9-Maureen Nowotny
10-Jennifer Lawrence
12-David Goldberg
12-John Lawrence
14-Melayne Anderson
14-Katy Bravenec
15-Ramesh Srinivasan
15-Finnegan Tingle
15-Will Whitworth
16-Bill Germer
16-Jacob Tingle

17-Michael Smith
19-Adrian Bernal
19-Brandon Bernal
19-Christopher Bernal
19-J.R. Gingerich
19-Melody Kuykendall
19-Julia Rodriguez
21-Gail Plummer
24-Samuel Lewis
25-Paula Bondurant
25-Simon Thompson
26-Don Drummond
27-Zachary Esman
30-Liz Helser
31-Kemp Davis
31-Wilbert Ryan
Anniversaries
2-Bonnie & Barry Bartlett
3-Marian & Larry Higgins
4-Chelsea & Tim McGovern
6-Melody & Andy Hull
7-Cathy Leary & Bill Germer
11-Paula & Ed Bondurant
12-D'Ann & Mark Seaman
14-Jennifer & John Lawrence
16-Lorna & Jim Shinkle
17-Jeanna & Cabral Balreira
18-Cynthia Lyle & David Young
19-Lois & Steve Jensen
23-Melissa & Daniel Almsted
26-Helen Tellegen & Steven Cathey
27-Yomira & Lily Rodriguez
31-Dorothy & Tucker Gibson

GIFTS & MEMORIALS
UPC Prayer Shawl Ministry in honor of Nancy Campbell
Barry Hubbard

THANK YOU NOTE
Dear UPC Family,
A giant THANK YOU to everyone who came to the
Drive by Goodbye for us this morning! And a sincere
thank you to Melissa Richard and Anastasia Bernal
for planning the event, and the Richard and
Anderson family for putting it on. It was a joy to see
(in person!) some of your faces. We imagined the
smiles under the masks.
It was fun to open our cards and gifts. Once again,
UPC has blown us away with your generosity! The
money and gift cards will be very useful in our travels
and setting up our apartment in Colorado. The cards
were beautiful and the inscriptions heart-felt. We understand that given the circumstances, not all were
able to send us off in person, but your love and support are still felt.
Thank you, thank you, thank you! We will hold you in our hearts and keep in touch.
Love,
Tanner and Dakota Kohfield

PEOPLE SERVING YOU
STAFF

Anastasia Bernal - Church Administrator
Allan Catlin - Facilities & Event Steward
Cindi Catlin Gaskins - Children's Center Director
Andries Coetzee - Pastor
Hanna Cooley - Youth Ministry Director
Dakota Kohfield - Children's & College Ministry Director
Mary Lowder - Organist
Dhawn Martin - SoL Center Director
Keith Martinez - Choral Music Director
Leroy Sebesta - Music Administrative Assistant
Maggie Sorrell - Children's Music Director
Frank Villalpando - Custodian

SESSION
Ruling Elders - Committee Serving
Melissa Almsted - Christian Education, Co-Chair (Children)
Cathy Bray - Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Robert Browning - Christian Education, Co-Chair (Adults)
Terry Fried - Stewardship & Finance, Chair
Keith Kendall - Mission Outreach & Justice
Hanna Kuykendall - Worship & Arts
Melinda Louden - Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Art Nicholson - Facilities & Operations and Co-Clerk of Session
Ariel Simpson - Personnel, Co-Chair
Sally Smith - Welcome & Fellowship and Nominating, Chair
Don White - Facilities & Operations, Chair
Andrew Wilson - Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Non-Session Members - Committee Serving
Sandy Nicholson - Church Treasurer
Betsy Pasley - Co-Clerk of Session
Melissa Richard - Welcome & Fellowship, Chair
Lou Williams - Personnel, Co-Chair
Tom Williams - Worship & Arts, Co-Chair

DIACONATE
Deacons - Parishes and Assignments
Carol Brown - Northwest Parish, Vice-Moderator
Margaret Cairnes - Olmos Parish
Bonnie Flake - Northwood Parish
Marlyn Gibbs - Windcrest Parish
Paula Henderson - Castle Hills North Parish
Linda Ireland - Northeast Parish
Cynthia Smith - College Student Parish, Treasurer
Anne Pearson - Alamo Heights Parish
Carlos Rodriguez - Fredericksburg Parish
David Sanders - University Parish
Nancy Vaughan - Moderator
Janice Zitelman - Stone Oak Parish, Secretary

UPC'S MESSAGE TO YOU
Wherever you may be in the journey of faith, UPC welcomes you.
We are a community where honest questions are valued
and where faith is considered a process, not an arrival.

Affirming that every person has worth as a unique creation and a child of God,
we welcome into full participation people of every age, sex,
race, color, ethnicity, culture, immigration status, political affiliation,
economic condition, physical and mental ability, marital status,
sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression.
If you are passing through, we extend God's blessings to you as you continue on your way.
If you are seeking a home, we invite you to join us in the adventure
of serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world.

