Visit our Website

A NOTE ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER
During the month of June, Constant Contact made changes to the email templates. Unfortunately, this
change removed the anchoring function that allow the movement to a particular article or back to the top
of the newsletter. Please be patient with us as we make changes over the new month or so.
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WORSHIP AND MINISTRY NEWS
A NOTE FROM DRIES
July marks the beginning of a nine-week Summer Serries Series: The Challenge of the Gospel (nine
weeks). Since UPC joined the Matthew 25 initiative of the PC(USA), we committed ourselves to address
these three priorities for tour denomination: systemic poverty, structural racism, and congregational
vitality. Taken from the Mathew 25 resources, we will contemplate the Gospel of Mathew, where the
disciples frequently face situations of conflict and controversy, debate, and danger, as Jesus’ words and
actions put him at odds with religious leaders, political authorities, societal norms, and cultural
expectations.
Our calling to eradicate systemic poverty, dismantle structural racism, and build congregational vitality
draws us into similar dilemmas. Jesus’ call to faith and faithfulness is often counter-cultural, socially
unacceptable, politically unpopular, and even scandalous to certain religious sensibilities. Yet it is on this
journey that we come to know the gifts and blessings of following Jesus, the hope and joy of life in the
Spirit, and the grace and peace that come from God alone.
I am looking forward to worshiping with you this month!
Blessings,
Dries

ONLINE WORSHIP - SUNDAYS AT 10:00AM
Join us for worship each week lead by Dries Coetzee and assisted by Dhawn Martin. Music provided by
Mary Lowder, Keith Martinez, and the Choral Scholars. Dakota Kohfield and others share in the time for
children. Guest speakers and special visitors also add to some services.
Online Service Links:
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM WEBINAR
CLICK HERE FOR YOUTUBE LIVE
Dial-In Numbers:
346-248-7799, 669-900-6833, 301-715-8592, 312-626-6799
Enter Webinar ID: 209 945 961
Added Security:
Worship services are password protected. Contact Anastasia for the password. Please Note: The
password is the same as previous weeks, so if you've received a password from the church office
recently, it it the same.

WORSHIP INFORMATION
Sunday, July 5 - 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 11:16–19, [20–24] 25–30
Jesus says: Come to me; my yoke is easy, my burden is light. Jesus’ call to discipleship involves
constancy and change. In the changing contexts of each generation, vital congregations are challenged to
discern how best to respond to Christ’s call. Yet Christ’s faithfulness is constant: inviting us to come,
learn, serve, and rest.
Sunday, July 12 - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 13:1–9, [10–17] 18–23
Jesus tells and explains the parable of the sower and the seeds.
Sermon prompt: The parable of the sower and the seeds illustrates God’s extravagant generosity,
scattering out grace and truth in abundance. But this parable also challenges us to be good soil, so that
God’s will for the world — and care for the poor — may flourish among us.
Sunday, July 19 - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 13:24–30, [34–35] 36–43
Another parable of the kingdom: Weeds grow among the wheat. This parable may be applied to the
hidden dimensions of racism — secret prejudice, implicit bias and unconscious patterns of privilege. One
challenge of dismantling structural racism is learning to recognize these “weeds,” yet continuing to love
and serve all.

Sunday, July 26 - 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52 [53–58]
God’s kingdom is like a tiny seed, yeast, a treasure, a pearl, and a net.
Sermon prompt: Small moments and subtle actions sometimes make a big difference in the struggle to
challenge structural racism and white supremacy. Can you think of people who have been a mustard
seed, a measure of leaven, a hidden treasure, or a pearl of great price?

WELCOME NEW YOUTH DIRECTOR HANNAH COOLEY
Hannah is a born-and-raised Austinite who graduated in May
from The University of Texas at Austin with a Bachelor of
Science in Youth and Community Studies. She will be receiving
her Master of Arts in Youth Ministry from Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary while working at UPC as the Youth
Director. Hannah has been a member of Covenant
Presbyterian Church in Austin for 9 years and has been heavily
involved in the youth program as both a student and
volunteer. During the fall of 2019, Hannah felt God was calling
her to youth ministry more than anything else in her life. She is
so excited to be in a new city and to be part of UPC while grow
her relationship with Christ and the families here.

COMMUNITY NEWS AND HAPPENINGS
OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT DURING THE WEEK
Sunday Worship - 10:00am
Click here for the Zoom Webinar, click here for YouTube Live, or call 346-248-7799 with meeting ID
427 660 200. You can also watch the service later at your convenience onYouTube here.
Sunday Joys, Concerns & Prayers Fellowship Time - 11:00am
We miss the personal connection when we watch services online. Not seeing each other in worship takes
away a critical connection we have come to love about worshiping at UPC. Join Dries after worship for
sharing your joys and prayer. To Join Click Here or dial 346-248-7799 and enter Meeting ID 742 807 278.
Meditation Tuesdays: Centering the Week with Dhawn Martin - 10:00am
Whether you've never meditated or are a transcendental sage, join us for communal meditations.
Together we will breathe in new possibilities for how we shape our days, setting intentions that nurture
peace, generosity, and compassion. We will open the hour with centering prayer and wisdom literatures
from diverse traditions, and then move into the contemplative. To Join the Zoom Webinar, Click Here,
Tuesday Discerning Worship with Karen Jensen and Dries Coetzee - 2:00pm
Worship is about so much more than just a sermon. Join a discussion lead by Karen Jensen and joined
by Dries as we discuss the upcoming Sunday's Scripture and make it relevant to our lives. Through art,
poetry, and meditation, we explore the multi-facetedness of God's word for our time. Contact Karen
Jensen to receive Zoom invite.
Wednesdays Zoom Knit-In - 7:30am
All knitters and crocheters are welcome to join. For further information,contact Caryl Gaubatz. Even
though we may not be able to enjoy each other's physical presence, we realize the need to remain a
"knitted-together" community. Plus there are real psychological benefits to working with one's hands: the
repetitive motions of knitting activate the parasympathetic nervous system, calming the "fight or flight
response." (British Journal of Occupational Therapy, 2013). To Join Click Here.
Wednesday Midweek Check-In and Prayer with Dries - 9:00am
These are trying times. Not being with each other removes the sense of connection. Join Dries for a
midweek check-in and prayers as we cultivate a community of faith that seeks to nurture and support one
another through life's trials and triumphs while we minister to the brokenness in the world. To Join Click
Here
Thursday Theology 101 with Dhawn Martin - 7:00pm
Deepen your faith with Dhawn Martin as you engage in a theological conversation. Dhawn has taught
courses in Philosophy and Theology, Civil Engagement, Peace and Power, and Utopias and Dystopias, at
Drew University, St. Mary's University, and Hanover College. Her areas of academic study include
political theology and peace-making. To Join Click Here

Saturday COVID-19 Bereavement Support Group - 10:00am
This weekly online support group is for those who have lost loved ones to COVID-19. This informal group
will be held one hour a week and is limited to 20 people. Contact Joseph Luedecke, LMSW for more
information and to sign up.

LOAVES & FISHES
July 5 is the next Loaves & Fishes Sunday benefiting CAM and HNS. Loaves & Fishes is the first

Sunday of each month with the items collected rotating each quarter. Since we are unable to
collect physical items, please consider sending a check to the church marked "Loaves & Fishes"
to help buy monthly items. For July, we are collecting money for canned items needed are soup,
fruits, veggies, meat, tuna, and peanut butter.

INTERFAITH COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK
The programmatic language used by the various organizations to
which we belong may cause confusion or lack of understanding as
the leaders share information about meetings, issues and agendas. I
hope this article will help to clear up some of the language we’ve
been using in I/CAN.
The premise of I/CAN is to bring together people from a variety of
neighborhoods to share their issues of concern and then to help
them develop plans and find resources that will aid them in getting the issues resolved. Some of those
ways often include communication with Policy Makers via letter, phone, email, Zoom or in-person
meetings. The ultimate goal is to provide the means for the folks with the issues to remove barriers and
help themselves. During the current election year and in a time of pandemic, that process is somewhat
modified into the following steps.
Step one is to hold Small Group meetings via Zoom every other week until September 30, so that
members of the community have a chance to share their concerns. By doing so they help the I/CAN
leadership to continually update our Family Action Agenda, meet others with the same concerns, and
begin to think of themselves as part of the larger community or constituency. Another purpose for holding
Small Group sessions is to create a sense of solidarity among the attendees as they learn about and
endorse the Family Action Agenda. The I/CAN Family Action Agenda is posted on the I/CAN website
www.icansa.org. The desired result is that folks are informed about the issues, spread the word to their
friends and neighbors, and are willing to vote in November. We call this “sign up and take charge”.
Step two is informing the vote which involves I/CAN leaders and community members meeting with
City Council and local/state policy makers, many of whom are running for (re-)election. During these
meetings, we discuss the issues of concern brought up during the Small Group meetings and listed on
the I/CAN Family Action Agenda. This educates them about what issues are important to their
constituents. By the end of these meetings, we know whether the candidates will endorse our Family
Action Agenda or not. We partner with COPS Metro and similar organizations during some of these
meetings to expand our voice on certain issues.
Step three is to hold what’s called an Accountability Session. I/CAN conducted a version of an
Accountability Session back in November when we asked the attendees to endorse our Family Action
Agenda. We participated in a similar Statewide Accountability Session on June 25, 2020. I/CAN
Accountability Sessions usually include a large number of community members (people from our
congregations and organizations) meeting with Policy Makers present. During an Accountability Session,
the I/CAN community members affirm their mutual Agenda of issues which explains what changes are
needed, and request the Policy Makers to endorse that Agenda. We will hold an I/CAN Accountability
Session on October 18 with Policy Makers present. Our goal is for at least 1000 people, who have
attended Small Group meetings this spring and summer, to attend and ask the Policy Makers whether
they will endorse our Family Action Agenda…essentially holding them accountable. Accountability
Sessions are meant to help people decide how to vote. We (I/CAN) will never tell anyone how to
vote. However, we will help them get to the polls if necessary.
Step four is to vote in the November election and/or to help others get to the polls.
The latest I/CAN Family Action Agenda will be posted to the UPC website. There will be two I/CAN Small
Group meetings in July. Watch for invitations in the InTouch. Working together I/CAN, the SOL Center
and the UPC MOJ committee aim to effect change for all our siblings. We hope you will spread the word
and join us.
Sincerely,
Nancy Campbell, I/CAN Leader

WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP
July's book for the UPC Women's Book Group is The Dutch House by Ann Patchett. We will meet on July
27 via Zoom at around 7:00pm with Karen Roe as Moderator. No need to prepare a salad, folks! Just
pour yourself a beverage of choice and prepare for lively discussion. Instructions to join the meeting will
be sent out closer to the day.
Here is a review from BookReads:
At the end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy combines luck and a single canny investment to begin
an enormous real estate empire, propelling his family from poverty to enormous wealth. His first order of
business is to buy the Dutch House, a lavish estate in the suburbs outside of Philadelphia. Meant as a
surprise for his wife, the house sets in motion the undoing of everyone he loves.
The story is told by Cyril’s son Danny, as he and his older sister, the brilliantly acerbic and self-assured
Maeve, are exiled from the house where they grew up by their stepmother. The two wealthy siblings are
thrown back into the poverty their parents had escaped from and find that all they have to count on is one
another. It is this unshakable bond between them that both saves their lives and thwarts their futures.
Set over the course of five decades, The Dutch House is a dark fairy tale about two smart people who
cannot overcome their past. Despite every outward sign of success, Danny and Maeve are only truly
comfortable when they’re together. Throughout their lives, they return to the well-worn story of what
they’ve lost with humor and rage. But when at last they’re forced to confront the people who left them
behind, the relationship between an indulged brother and his ever-protective sister is finally tested.

BLACK LIVES MATTER - READING & LISTENING
This is a list of resources to watch, listen to, and read about the lives of African Americans, including
topics that range from race, racism, history, political issues, to works of fiction and nonfiction. It's an open
list and can be added to freely.
Here are YouTube videos to watch:
Holy Post--Race in America with Phil Vischer
A brief history of how systemic racism started and progressed in U.S. legislation.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AGUwcs9qJXY&feature=youtu.be
Here are podcasts to listen to:
Vox Podcast - How Biblical Theology can guide our lives through pandemics and racial tensions with
Walter Bruggemann
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/vox-podcast-with-mike-erre/id1049250910?i=1000478067297
The On Being Project with Krista Tippett
Talking About Whiteness with writer Eula Bliss and Krista Tippett
https://onbeing.org/programs/eula-biss-talking-about-whiteness/
Notice the rage—Notice the Silence with psychologist Resmaa Menaken and Krista Tippett
https://onbeing.org/programs/resmaa-menakem-notice-the-rage-notice-the-silence/
This History is Long: This History is Deep with author Isabel Wilkerson, “The Warmth of Other Suns,” and
Krista Tippett
https://onbeing.org/programs/isabel-wilkerson-this-history-is-long-this-history-is-deep/
Here are Blogs to follow:
DailyGood a portal that shares inspiring quotes and news stories focusing on the "good" we can find in
our world daily. Resources for Unlearning and Transforming Racism
http://www.dailygood.org/2020/06/13/resources-for-unlearning-and-transforming-racism/
How to Fight Racism through Inner Work
http://www.dailygood.org/2020/06/10/how-to-fight-racism-through-inner-work/
30 Articles on Nonviolent Protest
http://www.dailygood.org/2020/06/05/30-articles-on-nonviolent-protest/
Zadie Smith on Optimism & Despair
http://www.dailygood.org/story/2522/zadie-smith-on-optimism-and-despair-maria-popova/
Center for Action and Contemplation with Richard Rohr
Racism archives
https://cac.org/tag/racism/
Co-Creators with an Aim to Co-Create Change
An extensive list of performers, places, writers, and activities to involve readers in Black Lives Matter.
https://www.creativelive.com/blog/creators-with-an-aim-to-co-create-change/
Here is an article to read:

Washington Post - “It's Time for Businesses to Finally Address Racism: Here's How” by Sandra Leung,
Executive Vice President and General Counsel of Bristol Myers Squibb, 06/20/2020
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/06/10/its-time-businesses-finally-address-racism-hereshow/
Here are articles with lists of books to read:
Reading list on issues of race from Harvard Divinity School (The Harvard Gazette)
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/06/a-reading-list-on-issues-of-race/
10 Black Authors Everyone Should Read (PBS)
https://www.pbs.org/black-culture/explore/10-black-authors-to-read/
13 Books You Should Read About Black Lives (The Cut)
https://www.thecut.com/2020/05/13-books-you-should-read-about-black-lives.html
17 Books by Black Authors That are Shaping our Conversation About Race (Mashable)
https://mashable.com/article/new-books-black-authors-you-should-read/
13 Essays and Articles by Black Writers That You Should Already Have Read to Understand America's
Problem with Race (Business Insider)
https://www.businessinsider.com/essays-and-works-of-journalism-by-black-authors-on-racism-2020-6
Here are books to read:
“How To Be An Antiracist” by Ibram X. Kendi
“Stamped from the Beginning: The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America,” 2016 National Book
Award for nonfiction, by Ibram X. Kendi
“White Fragility: Why it's so Hard for White People to Talk About Racism” by Robin DiAngelo
“So You Want to Talk About Race” by Ijeoma Oluo
“Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption” by Bryan Stevenson
“The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness” by Michelle Alexander
“Together in a Sudden Strangeness: America's Poets Respond to the Pandemic” edited by Alice Quinn
“I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings” by Maya Angelou
“The Color Purple” by Alice Walker
“The Bluest Eye” by Toni Morrison
“Beloved” by Toni Morrison
“Selected Poems of Langston Hughes” by Langston Hughes
“Letter from a Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr
“The Fire Next Time” and “Notes of a Native Son” by James Baldwin
Talking about Race with Your Children
It can be hard, but not talking about race can lead to confusion and shame as children try to make sense
of the world. UPC staff are here to support you and your family. Maybe you’re afraid to say the wrong
thing, but it’s better than saying nothing. As the linked article by Kelly Matthews and Ijumaa Jordan
explains, “Understand you will mess up. One of the things that keeps white people from talking about race
and racism is our fear of hurting someone, of saying the wrong thing, or myriad other possibilities. But
keeping silent causes harm. Not saying anything is already hurtful.”
Here are some on-line resources:
Children’s books that celebrate racial diversity
Why We Must Talk about Race and Racism in Early Childhood Education
Talking about Race and Privilege
How to Deconstruct Racism, One Headline at a Time — TED Talk

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY NEVERTHELESS THEY PERSISITED
Covid-19 has changed the way we live our lives
and the way we do church. It has not changed the
need for support and solace in a lonely and
depressing time. Even though the Shawl Ministry
now meets via zoom or careful social distancing in
very small groups, UPC knitters and their friends
continue to produce and pray over shawls and lap
robes.
If you or someone you know is facing challenges,
consider offering the comfort of a shawl, the
tangible expression of Christ's love. To request a
shawl, contact Caryl Gaubatz.

GOT MASKS?
Several UPC members are keeping busy helping others by making masks and now that it is necessary to
wear a mask in most places, there is a larger need. CLICK HERE for a request form/questionnaire to
have masks made for you and your family.

PRAYER FLAGS AVAILABLE FOR ALL
The prayer flag makers have made payer flags available (for free) for each deacon to give to folks in their
parish who have suffered a death or other severe occurrence in their life, as well as for those who are
experiencing a joyous event - a birth, wedding, graduation, etc. However, the flaggers met by zoom today
and decided to tell deacons and all members of UPC to take or mail a flag to others, outside UPC, that
may be comforted by a flag.
There is a bin in the library, next to the prayer shawls, with flags inside for individuals to select from. All
flags have been prayed over with blessings for healing and hope. Flaggers are also working on efficient
ways to distribute flags and to mail. Stay tuned.

SESSION AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
THANK YOU FOR KEEPING UP YOUR PLEDGE
OR DONATING EXTRA TO THE COVID-19 RESPONSE FUND
Continue to mail checks to the church office or CLICK HERE for online donations.

SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - JUNE
Voted in favor of our becoming a Matthew 25 Congregation
Voted to approve a Children and Youth Protection Policy created by Dakota Kohfield,
which will apply to UPC children and youth events as well as apply to outside groups with
youth using our campus
Voted to approve a Returning to Normal Activities Survey to go out to the UPC
congregation from the Pandemic Advisory Group
Dries expressed his deep gratitude to Dakota Kohfield for her hard work and contributions
during her time at UPC

TREASURER'S REPORT
Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges in
2020 and to the many new members and visitors.
UPCC and the church received the funds for the SBA
Paycheck Protection Loan in May in support of staff
employment and utilities. Expenses continue to be
lower than planned though we have been using funds
upgrading technology. We currently have a surplus of
$94,912. We have a healthy balance in most of the
special funds which are non-operating funds, usually
designated for a particular purpose. The overall
balance in the special funds account is $351,379
which includes a very generous anonymous donation
of $125,000 which will be used to seed some campus
improvements or capital campaign. The SoL Center
offers interfaith adult education and has an operating
budget of $34,825 and separate endowment accounts.
We are finishing an online series on Crisis & Suffering Perspectives from World Religions and there will be
the Presbyterian Women's Bible Study course in August.
In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, we also have Endowment Funds which are
funds invested for the long term that help support programs of the church and The SoL Center. The
current market value of UPC Endowments is $552,093 and the book value is $414,773. The current
market value of SoL Endowments is $130,511 and the book value is $105,061. Endowments are invested
and only the earnings or a percentage of the current value may be used regularly.

UPC BECOMING A MATTHEW 25 CONGREGATION OF THE PC(USA)
… Then the King will say to those on his right, “Enter, you who are blessed by my Father! Take what’s
coming to you in this kingdom. It has been ready for you since the world’s foundation. And here’s why:
I was hungry, and you fed me; I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink; I was homeless, and you gave me
a room; I was shivering, and you gave me clothes; I was sick, and you visited me; I was in prison, and
you came to me.” (Matthew 25: 34-36, The Message)
Many of us are familiar with this famous passage from the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus’s Parable of the
Sheep and the Goats, which ends: “Surely I tell you: whenever you did one of these things to someone
overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did it to me.” This beloved scripture forms the basis of the
Presbyterian Church (USA)’s Matthew 25 initiative, which is a “bold vision and invitation” for how
congregations can actively engage in bringing the Gospel to life in today’s world.
As UPC’s Mission, Outreach, and Justice (MOJ) Committee and the Session continue to contemplate and
take actions for how UPC can actively participate in the Back Lives Matter Movement’s calls for freedom
and justice for all in this nation and around the world, one of the first steps we are taking as a church is to
become a Matthew 25 congregation in the PC(USA). This means that as a church, University
Presbyterian Church formally commits to one or all of the following focus areas:
Building Congregational Vitality: intentionally and continuously develop in faith and engage the
community
Dismantling Structural Racism (and White Privilege): working to dismantle laws, policies, and
practices that structure, reinforce, and perpetuate discrimination, bias, prejudice, and oppression
of people of color
Eradicating Systemic Poverty: working to end the economic exploitation of people who are poor
through laws, policies, practices, and systems that perpetuate an impoverished status
UPC’s Mission and Welcome Statement align beautifully with the vision and invitation of the Matthew 25
call to action. However, we feel called to do more and to respond to the Gospel’s challenge to serve the
“least of these” (or in other interpretations, “the dearest ones”) even when it is uncomfortable, as many
aspects about this current moment may feel.
MOJ and Session will continue to work together on what UPC’s participation in the Matthew 25 initiative
looks like in practice, and we invite you to join us in this journey. If you have feedback on which of the
three focus areas our church should dig further into (or all), please feel free to share that with us. We also
invite you to see how you can live more deeply into Jesus’s call in Matthew 25 in your own life and family;
we pledge to do the same.
Learn more at pcusa.org/matthew25, which includes this inspiring informational video (8 min.).

SOLAR PANEL PROJECT
On May 20, the Session met and approved applying for a $99,000 loan with PCUSA’s Investment Loan
Program. On June 5, Mission Presbytery’s Finance committee met and agreed to sign off on University
Presbyterian Church’s (UPC) loan application as that was also a requirement. On June 7, a
Congregational meeting was held via Zoom to discuss the Solar Panel project and to approve a resolution
in support of UPC applying for the loan. The loan application and resolution were submitted to PCUSA
Investment and Loan Program, Inc. on June 8. The PCUSA loan committee met on Thursday, June 11
and approved the loan. We have received a commitment letter and have submitted further documents
and the loan should close around July 1. Here is a breakdown of costs:
Total project cost = $198,064
CPS rebate = ($42,500)
Subtotal to JSW = $155,564
PCUSA Loan = ($99,000)
Fundraiser* = ($19,122)
Contingency Fund* = ($37,382)
*We had a fundraiser to raise funds specifically for the Solar Panel project and as of June 27 had raised
$19,122. Many thanks to all who have donated to the fundraiser. If we receive any additional funds before
the loan closes, we will reduce the amount of money that we pay out from the Contingency Fund by the
amount that we receive from the fundraiser.

MOJ COMMITTEE - COVID-19 RELIEF FUND
Friends, seemingly the only good news of this COVID-19 pandemic is UPC’s continued generosity and
energy to respond with support for organizations and individuals in need: we have received close to
$19,000 in donations to UPC’s COVID-19 Response Fund to date. Thank you for this amazing outpouring
of support!
So far, over $6,000 have been given to community nonprofit organizations that are on the front lines of
serving those most impacted by the pandemic. The most recent grant was to House of Neighborly

Service (HNS), which has been providing hot meal delivery to seniors on the Westside. As we have all
learned in this pandemic, seniors are some of the most vulnerable to the virus, and the seniors served by
HNS are among the most food insecure in our city.
Previous grants have included the San Antonio Food Bank (x2) Meals on Wheels San Antonio (x2),
Christian Assistance Ministry, Culinaria’s Emergency Relief Fund, THRIVE Youth Center, Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, and Interfaith Welcome Coalition. UPC’s Mission Outreach and Justice (MOJ)
Committee will make additional gifts to these organizations and others thanks to your continued
generosity.
UPC also stands ready to offer support to those in our own UPC and UPCC community who have been
impacted by the crisis. $2,400 has been given to families in our midst that were in need of rent assistance
and essential needs. If you or someone you know needs some extra help with rent, utilities/internet,
groceries, healthcare expenses, transportation expenses, childcare expenses, or other essentials, please
reach out to your Deacon or Pastor Dries Coetzee (UPC) or to Cindi Catlin Gaskins (UPCC). A
subcommittee will review and respond to these requests confidentially and as quickly as possible.
Thank you for all you have done—and all you will continue to do—to help UPC respond to this crisis
quickly, with compassion, and in alignment to our Mission and Welcome Statement. Your generosity to
the COVID-19 Response Fund and by maintaining your UPC pledge makes that possible. There is still
time to contribute! We will continue to respond faithfully as long as the need exists.
Gratefully,
Melinda Louden
MOJ Co-Chair

PANDEMIC ADVISORY GROUP
The group members include David Anderson (Chair), Anastasia Bernal, Carol Brown, Cindi Caitlin
Gaskins, Lisa Campbell, Dries Coetzee, Terry Fried, Ben Henderson, and Dhawn Martin. The anonymous
Returning to Normal Activities Survey was open to the entire congregation. During the 10 days it was
open, there were 185 responses. The committee will now summarize the survey responses and make a
report to the Session. Stay tuned for more information.

PC(USA) GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2020
From lamentation to action — the 2020 General Assembly called the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to do
the hard work of justice, working to respond to what some referred to as the twin pandemics of COVID-19
and racial injustice. CLICK HERE TO READ THE POST ASSEMBLY NEWSLETTER.

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND COLLEGE MINISTRY
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
Virtual Vacation Bible School
Hope Presbyterian Church in Austin invites all
the congregations of Mission Presbytery to
participate in their FREE virtual VBS
experience. The theme will be Compassion: for
others, for ourselves, and for the world. Interactive video presentations will introduce a new idea each
session, and there will be opportunities for art, crafts, singing, and other activities using a few simple
supplies, and more! Join Hope on Tuesdays and Thursdays: July 7, 9, 14, 16, 21, 2020. CLICK HERE for
more information and to register.
John Knox Summer Camp
John Knox Ranch is operating this summer, with modified health and safety procedures to keep everyone
well. According to Camp Director Henry Owen, “Summer camp has never been more important. We all
need time outside, building relationships in a loving community. The safety of camp this summer depends
on a partnership between camp staff and camp families. We encourage you to register at no financial risk
to you.” Read John Knox Ranch’s 2020 Safety Plan and watch their Summer Camp 2020 Video Update.
Communicating with Parents
As UPC’s Children’s Ministry grows and changes, parents’ input will be key to our decision making.
Dakota is working on establishing a Parents of Children group on the communication software Cureo that
Dries uses for communication with Session and the Lenten small groups. Cureo will make it easier for
Dakota or other staff to send a message to the group, and it will make dialogue and group conversations
possible. Please stay tuned for updates.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH PARENT INFO
Talking about Race with Your Children and Youth
Talking about race and racism can be hard, but not talking about it can lead to confusion and shame as
children try to make sense of the world. UPC staff are here to support you and your family. For expert
advice, take a look at these resources:
Why We Must Talk about Race and Racism in Early Childhood Education
Children’s books that celebrate racial diversity
Talking Race with Youth
Talking about Race and Privilege
How to Deconstruct Racism, One Headline at a Time — TED Talk
Maybe you’re afraid to say the wrong thing, but it’s better than saying nothing. As the linked article by
Kelly Matthews and Ijumaa Jordan explains, “Understand you will mess up. One of the things that keeps
white people from talking about race and racism is our fear of hurting someone, of saying the wrong thing,
or myriad other possibilities. But keeping silent causes harm. Not saying anything is already hurtful.”

YOUTH MINISTRY
Welcome New Youth Director
Our new youth director, Hannah Cooley will begin work on July 1 and will be welcomed during the July
12 worship service. CLICK HERE to send her a "welcome to the UPC family message" and look to future
publications for messages from her.
John Knox Summer Camp
John Knox Ranch is operating this summer, with modified health and safety procedures to keep everyone
well. According to Camp Director Henry Owen, “Summer camp has never been more important. We all
need time outside, building relationships in a loving community. The safety of camp this summer depends
on a partnership between camp staff and camp families. We encourage you to register at no financial risk
to you.” Read John Knox Ranch’s 2020 Safety Plan and watch their Summer Camp 2020 Video Update.

COLLEGE MINISTRY
College Group
The UPC College Group has been meeting weekly for virtual fellowship. We gather for games and
conversation at 7:00pm on Thursdays evenings. If you are a young person and/or a college student and
would like more information, please contact Dakota Kohfield.

CHILDREN'S CENTER
GRADUAL REOPENING
With staff wearing masks and smocks, double “airplane
arms” for distance spacing, and classrooms divided into
two sub-groups or “pods” for smaller group sizes per
teacher, UPCC will begin a gradual reopening process
on July 6 for approximately 25 children. Over the rest of
July through the first two weeks of August about 12
additional children will return to school each week until
the official first day of the school year on August 10.
The teachers have been preparing for the return to
teaching young children over May and June with
extensive health and safety training, with additional training specifically on CDC guidelines for
schools and childcare centers open during the coronavirus pandemic. The UPCC staff is ready
and excited to once again be providing high quality early care and education for the children and
families who work all sorts of essential jobs in the San Antonio community.

THE SOURCE OF LIGHT CENTER
ADAPTING AND GROWING!
The SoL Center is offering online programming.
Our deep gratitude to everyone for your patience and
understanding as we discover new ways to develop events
that both foster respectful curiosity and build Interfaith
connections. CLICK HERE to check the website frequently for
an updated list of opportunities.

UPCOMING CLASSES
Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament
Presbyterian Women's Bible Study Discussion with Rev. Dr. San Williams
Schedule: Tuesday-Thursday, August 18-20, 2020; 10:30-11:45 a.m.
Tuition: $15; Register by Friday, August 14
Special Note: Participants will need to provide their own copies of Into the Light.
Description: Join San and others via Zoom to discuss P. Lynn Miller's study created for the PW Bible
Study. Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament draws from deep wells of tradition and
lived community. In this discussion themes of lament and hope are explored as a faithful response to life's
uncertainties and tragedies. We will discover that through lament, which is a reaching out to God, the
heart and soul are strengthened to engage the world. Rev. Dr. San Williams, honorably retired Teaching
Elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), served as Interim Pastor at University Presbyterian Church in
San Antonio. He has served Presbyterian churches in Houston, Corpus Christi, Austin, and most recently
as Interim Chaplain at Trinity University. CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

CONGREGATIONAL UPDATES
CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
Sympathies
It is with great sorrow that we let you know that Stan Cobbs passed away Monday, June 8, peacefully
after being in home hospice with COPD. A memorial service will be held at a future date. Our deepest
sympathies are extended to Stan's children and grandchildren who have now lost both
parents/grandparents in less than 5 months.
Welcome
We welcome our new Youth Director, Hannah Cooley, who begins her ministry with UPC on July 1. She
will be introduced to the congregation during the July 12 worship service.
Farewell
We say goodbye to Dakota as our Director of Children's and College Ministry on July 31. She and her
husband Tanner, will be moving to Colorado for him to attend Law School. They will both be missed and
their gifts to UPC will live on with all that they participated in and helped. We will say farewell to them
during the July 26 worship service.
Partnership of Prayer
Over 160 people are currently united in praying for others as needs arise. If you would like to
participate or if you have a prayer request, please contact the church office or contact Ruth Ann McIver.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBER
Melissa Kirkpatrick is a native San Antonian. But, she spent her
adult life in northern Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.C.—until
moving back when she retired (a word she’s trying to get used to).
She had been here a few months, unpacking boxes, when the
pandemic lockdown started. Nonetheless, she has found a home
at UPC.
After Melissa graduated from Jefferson High School, she studied
history at Southwestern University in Georgetown, Texas. She
earned a master’s and Ph.D. from American University in D.C.,
focusing on American cultural and religious history. Then, one
more degree. Why? Because she wanted to study Hebrew and
Greek. She earned a Master of Theological Studies from Wesley
Theological Seminary in D.C.
Teaching is what makes her happy. Melissa served as a Certified Christian Educator in the PC(USA) in
six congregations. She still serves on national committees, including the one that writes and administers
ordination exams and also one studying the future of Christian education in the Reformed tradition.
Friends pointed her to UPC. “When I was getting ready to come back, some colleagues who had been in
San Antonio told me I should try University Presbyterian Church,” she said. “You have fans around the
larger church!”
She felt warmly welcomed from the first visit. She knew UPC was her place when this happened: “Dries
used the phrase, ‘think of chaos as a spiritual discipline,’ at a moment in worship where there was a lot of
movement going on at the same time—with communion, and receiving of pledges, and people trying not
to get in each other’s way. Just the idea that people weren’t going to get super upset if something didn’t
work perfectly is a good sign. I think I laughed all the way home.”

She appreciates a congregation that “looks for things that theycan do and doesn’t spend all their time
finding obstacles before something is even tried.” That sort of describes her faith journey as she moves
through “mountain switchbacks and unexpected steps and surprises.” Now, as the world relies on virtual
connections, she is interested in another turn: virtual educational programs.
Some might say chaos and surprises also describe grandchildren. Melissa has six of them. She has a
son in Austin, and a son and daughter remain in the Carolinas. She has three siblings in San Antonio. For
people among us who do handiwork, you may want to know that Melissa does a little bit of embroidery,
beading, and mask making — definitely not an expert, she said.
Strike up a conversation with Melissa to welcome her and let her surprise you with her friendliness,
knowledge, and interest in new things.
By Sheri Rosen

GARDENING VOLUNTEERS WANTED
UPC Facilities & Operations Committee is seeking volunteers! The F&O committee wants to form a
gardening team to enhance our grounds and landscape. In conjunction with Earth Care efforts, we are
planning landscape zones and selecting varieties of wildflowers & butterfly garden flowers that will
brighten our 2-acre campus. We also want to select trees, citrus and vegetable plantings that enable our
congregation to improve the site while demonstrating gardening skills to anyone that might want to try
similar projects at home.
There will be occasional planting or pruning projects to be done, and converting lawn areas to plantings
that will attract bees and butterflies. We have already learned new ideas from Eco Centro, SAWS, and the
San Antonio River Authority. Would you like to contribute to the effort? If you enjoy landscape design,
planting, cultivating and taking care of gardens, please contact Ben Henderson or contact Don White for
landscape volunteer opportunities with the F&O Committee.

JULY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays
2-Charles Welker
4-Byron Cox
4-Marina Schweitzer
4-Elizabeth Walsh
6-Joan Donohue
7-Sally Lloyd
8-Jim Rogers
10-Will Holland
10-Lois Jensen
10-Luke McDaniel
10-Grace Holland
11-Frank Villalpando
11-Art Nicholson
12-Alfredo Villareal
13-Melissa Almsted
18-Cathy Leary
18-Gail Olsen
19-Carolyn White
20-Ed Baxter
20-Bonnie Flake
20-Barry Smith
20-Emily Thompson
21-Lucy Llera
21-Mary Walsh
22-Wanda Dobie
24-Claire Daviss
27-Andy Hull
27-Laila Marin
27-Peyton Spriester
30-Eva Dupertuis
Anniversaries
2-Melissa & Dennis Richard
2-Helen & John Silantien
7-Miriam & Cheo Martinez
7-Sandy & Art Nicholson
8-Emilie & Jim Rogers

10-Carole & Howard Hovde
16-Courtney & David Anderson
16-Marge & Dale Clyde
24-Tamara & Timothy Apgar
25-Laurie & David Sanders
23-Michelle & Joshua Welker

GIFTS & MEMORIALS
UPC Memorial Fund in memory of Carolynn Cobbs
Frank Seaman
UPC Memorial Fund in memory of Stan Cobbs
Frank Seaman
University Presbyterian Children's Center

Sandra & Arthur Nicholson
Christina & Steven Lecholop
Aimee Jensen & K'milo Marin
Jessica & Christopher Powers
Melissa & Dennis Richard
Jordan & Kevin Delaney
Ashley & Brian Douglass
Melinda & Daniel Fernandez
Heather Eichling Garcia & Santiago Garcia
Ana & Homero Mojica
Lauren & Louis Wood
Michelle Johnson & Kevin McIntyre
Jeanna & Cabral Balreira
Erin Hood & Jay Madhani
Kelly & McLean Russell
Rebecca & Preston McNeel
Patricia & Luke Berry
Angela & Chris Carter
Carol Lee & Bill Ellison
Catalina Schultze-Kraft & Bill Rhame
Christy & Jason Rosenfeld
Casandra & Daniel Ortiz
Clair Larkin & Richard Brinkman
John Halleran
Erika Stiner
Melinda & Daniel Fernandez
Elizabeth & Joshua Hanson
Chong-Min Fu-Sosnaud & Arthur Fu-Sosnaud
Kelly & McLean Russell
Jeanette & Gene Clark
Lydia & Matthew Piper
Josephine & Samuel Hanson
Anonymous
Haley & Jackson Ayres
Molly Shields
Jocelyn Miller
UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund
Janifer Meldrum & Bud Eaton
Lou & David Williams

THANK YOU NOTES
Dear UPC,
Thank you so much for the Amazon gift card. It helped me a lot and it made me very happy.
Love,
David Rezentes
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Thank you for the Amazon gift Card.
-Trent Seaman
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dear UPC Mask Makers,
It was so delightful to talk to Lou Williams on the phone and to generously receive the beautiful hand

sewn masks from your church ladies! Even though I'm since retired from The Meadows, I will let Nancy
Curry know I reached out to you. Your compassion and doing God's loving work has touched us all.
With Gratitude & Thanks,
Barbara Capps

PEOPLE SERVING YOU
OFFICE HOURS
The church office will open beginning July 6 for limited hours and by appointment only. CLICK
HERE to request an appointment.

STAFF
Anastasia Bernal - Church Administrator
Allan Catlin - Facilities & Event Steward
Cindi Catlin Gaskins - Children's Center Director
Andries Coetzee - Pastor
Hanna Cooley - Youth Ministry Director
Dakota Kohfield - Children's & College Ministry Director
Mary Lowder - Organist
Dhawn Martin - SoL Center Director
Keith Martinez - Choral Music Director
Leroy Sebesta - Music Administrative Assistant
Maggie Sorrell - Children's Music Director
Frank Villalpando - Custodian

SESSION
Ruling Elders - Committee Serving
Melissa Almsted - Christian Education, Co-Chair (Children)
Cathy Bray - Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Robert Browning - Christian Education, Co-Chair (Adults)
Terry Fried - Stewardship & Finance, Chair
Keith Kendall - Mission Outreach & Justice
Hanna Kuykendall - Worship & Arts
Melinda Louden - Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Art Nicholson - Facilities & Operations and Co-Clerk of Session
Ariel Simpson - Personnel, Co-Chair
Sally Smith - Welcome & Fellowship and Nominating, Chair
Don White - Facilities & Operations, Chair
Andrew Wilson - Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Non-Session Members - Committee Serving
Sandy Nicholson - Church Treasurer
Betsy Pasley - Co-Clerk of Session
Melissa Richard - Welcome & Fellowship, Chair
Lou Williams - Personnel, Co-Chair
Tom Williams - Worship & Arts, Co-Chair

DIACONATE
Deacons - Parishes and Assignments
Carol Brown - Northwest Parish, Vice-Moderator
Margaret Cairnes - Olmos Parish
Bonnie Flake - Northwood Parish
Marlyn Gibbs - Windcrest Parish
Paula Henderson - Castle Hills North Parish
Linda Ireland - Northeast Parish
Cynthia Smith - College Student Parish, Treasurer
Anne Pearson - Alamo Heights Parish
Carlos Rodriguez - Fredericksburg Parish
David Sanders - University Parish
Nancy Vaughan - Moderator
Janice Zitelman - Stone Oak Parish, Secretary

UPC'S MESSAGE TO YOU
Wherever you may be in the journey of faith, UPC welcomes you.
We are a community where honest questions are valued
and where faith is considered a process, not an arrival.
Affirming that every person has worth as a unique creation and a child of God,
we welcome into full participation people of every age, sex,
race, color, ethnicity, culture, immigration status, political affiliation,
economic condition, physical and mental ability, marital status,
sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression.
If you are passing through, we extend God's blessings to you as you continue on your way.
If you are seeking a home, we invite you to join us in the adventure
of serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world.

