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WORSHIP AND MINISTRY NEWS
A NOTE FROM DRIES
Our country is burning!
During these tumultuous times, we will join our denomination to act boldly and compassionately to
serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned, or poor. During this time after Pentecost, our
denomination invites us to wrestle with the three priorities of the PC(USA)'s Matthew 25 vision in
addressing congregational vitality, structural racism, and systemic poverty.
This time after Pentecost begins with the final words of the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus' Great
Commission. In his brief scene, Matthew gestures to what Luke spells out in the "sequel," the book of
Acts. We begin to glimpse the events that were to unfold through the work of the Spirit in the lives of
the apostles as they sought to bear witness to the resurrection: making disciples, baptizing, and
teaching them to follow in the Way of Jesus of Nazareth.
In worship this month, we will contemplate discipleship and what it means to follow Christ's
commandments in our present age. To try and put out fires all the time will burn us out. Our calling is
to prevent fires from starting in the first place.
Blessings,
Dries
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JOIN US FOR SUNDAY ONLINE WORSHIP
10:00am - Online Worship
UPC will gather online for worship each Sunday. You are invited to join us for virtual worship via Zoom
Phone, Zoom Webinar, or YouTube Live (there's a short delay on this platform). As we find ourselves
in unusual times, worship will also be different. However, live-streaming from Dries' home and prerecorded music in the Sanctuary, we will emphasize God's abiding presence and offer an authentic
way of connecting amid physical distancing. As always, the church website calendar has the most upto-date information and links. Contact Anastasia in the church office for the required password.
CLICK HERE FOR ZOOM WEBINAR
CLICK HERE FOR YOUTUBE LIVE
DIAL ONE OF THESE NUMBERS:
346-248-7799, 669-900-6833, 253-215-8782,
301-715-8592, 312-626-6799, 929-205-6099
ENTER MEETING ID: 427 660 200
You can also watch the service later at your convenience on YouTube CLICK HERE.

11:00am - Fellowship, Joys, and Concerns
We miss the personal connection when we join services online. Not seeing each other in worship
takes away a critical connection we have come to love about worshiping at UPC. Join Dries and others
after worship for sharing joys and prayer. CLICK HERE TO JOIN or dial 346-248-7799 and enter
Meeting ID 742 807 278.
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WORSHIP INFORMATION
June 7 - Trinity Sunday
Preaching: Dries Coetzee
Participating: Dhawn Martin
Music: Mary Lowder, Keith Martinez, and Scholar Singers
Special Note: We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20 - Jesus' Great Commission: Go, make
disciples, baptize and teach. In worship we will grapple with how the
church's mission of baptism and teaching help to make disciples who will
address poverty, racism and congregational vitality? What does the
doctrine of the Trinity have to do with these priorities for the PC(USA)?
Where must we "go" to do this work?
June 14 - 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Preaching: Dhawn Martin
Participating: Dries Coetzee
Music: Mary Lowder, Keith Martinez, and Scholar Singers
Scripture: Matthew 9:35-10:8 - The harvest is plentiful; Jesus instructs
and sends the twelve apostles. In worship we will contemplate self-care
and mental health as Jesus, moved with compassion for people in need,
sends the apostles out to share in God's mission. Emphasizes
abundance in a world strife with a scarcity mentality is hard work and
taxing.
June 21 - 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Preaching: Bishop Trevor D. Alexander, True Vine Church
Participating: Dries Coetzee and Dhawn Martin
Music: Mary Lowder, Keith Martinez, and Scholar Singers
Scripture: Matthew 10:24-39 - Jesus says: Do not fear for your life; take up your cross and follow.
The struggle against racism is fraught with danger. History tells us of prophets and martyrs who
accepted this cost of discipleship and took up their cross to follow Christ. For people of privilege, this
may mean disrupting family systems and building new communities.
June 28 - 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Pride Sunday
Preaching: Alex McNeill, Executive Director of More Light Presbyterians
Participating: Dries Coetzee, Dhawn Martin, and UPC Rainbow Welcome Committee
Music: Mary Lowder, Keith Martinez, and Scholar Singers
Scripture: Matthew 10:40-42 - Jesus sends disciples, saying: Whoever welcomes you welcomes me.
Real welcome involves real work. Authentic hospitality requires something deeper and more difficult
than accepting siblings who happen to enter our doors. It means going out to the margins and
recognizing Christ in the faces of our neighbors.
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
UPCSA is calling a congregational meeting for Sunday, June 7, at 11:00am during the Joys, Concerns
& Prayers fellowship time via Zoom. The purpose of the meeting is to approve proceeding with the
loan application process for the solar panel project.
Please CLICK HERE TO JOIN or dial 346-248-7799 and enter Meeting ID 742 807 278.
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SERVICE OF ORDINATION & INSTALLATION
On Sunday, June 14, at 11:00am during the Joys, Concerns & Prayers fellowship time via Zoom, we
will have a Service of Ordination & Installation for the following incoming elders and deacons:

Elders - Class of 2023
Catherine Bray - Ordain & Install
Melinda Louden - Install
Don White - Install
Andrew Wilson - Install
Deacons - Class of 2023
Mary Lance - Install
Anne Pearson - Install
Cynthia Smith - Ordain & Install
Janice Zitelman - Ordain & Install
Please CLICK HERE TO JOIN or dial 346-248-7799 and enter Meeting ID 742 807 278.
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COMMUNITY NEWS AND OPPORTUNITIES
INTERFAITH COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK (I/CAN) UPDATE
On Tuesday, May 5, and again on May 19, people from throughout San Antonio joined forces in Zoom
Small Groups to express their needs and concerns arising from the current COVID-19 pandemic.
Through these Small Group meetings, the Interfaith Community Action Network (I/CAN) has expanded
our community reach and learned more about the needs of people in a time of physical distancing.
Folks expressed concern for those who will now be impacted by the expiration of the restriction on
evictions and a potentially explosive growth of homelessness and crime in our city. In addition, the
digital divide prevents people in need from knowing about and accessing resources for assistance. As
I/CAN Leaders continue to meet with political candidates and business executives, these issues are at
the forefront of our discussions. I/CAN has partnered with other local community and social justice
organizations to lend a bigger voice to making change and helping those in need.
The I/CAN Executive Committee continues to meet every other week and has scheduled I/CAN Small
Group meetings every other Tuesday through the end of September. Small Group meetings will be
held at different times of the day to accommodate those who work, need child care, etc. The next
Small Group meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 2, at 6:00pm. Watch for the email
announcement and link to register sent the weekend before each Small Group meeting. All are invited
to participate in these Small Group meetings - so please invite your friends, neighbors, and co-workers
to join us.
The I/CAN website (www.icansa.org) includes a link for you to review and endorse the I/CAN Action
Agenda. The Action Agenda is expanding as we continue to add new issues raised as a result of both
the Small Group meetings and the revelation of disparities within our community raised by COVID-19.
Please let Nancy Campbell, or Joseph Luedecke know if you have questions or concerns about
joining our I/CAN efforts. We want your input.
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LOAVES & FISHES
Loaves & Fishes is the first Sunday of each month with the items collected rotating each
quarter. Since we are unable to collect physical items, please consider sending a check to the
church marked "Loaves & Fishes" to help buy monthly items.
For June, we are collecting money for basic items such as 2 lb. bags of sugar or flour, 1 lb. cans of
Crisco, 1 pt. bottles of vegetable oil, unsweetened cereal, and oatmeal.
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MORE LIGHT SUNDAY
Sunday, June 7th's events will begin at 3pm CT with Worship, with Rev. Laura Cheifetz preaching
and a worship service led entirely by LGBTQIA+ people.
At 6pm CT there will be a Streaming Release Party for Out of Order , followed by a panel discussion

with the cast and crew of this groundbreaking documentary at 7pm CT. The Out of Order
documentary follows the lives of a group of LGBTQIA+ Presbyterians called to ministry as they
navigate the ordination process and the delicate work of inclusion beyond policy change.

CLICK HERE FOR DETAILS AND TO REGISTER
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WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP
The next Women's Fellowship will be Sunday, June 7, 6:30pm-8:00pm via Zoom. Join us for
fellowship and a fun activity of making up a new favorite lockdown/stay home cocktail (either for real
or name only.) CLICK HERE for some inspiration. Be creative and let's have some giggles!
CLICK HERE TO JOIN and contact the church office for password information. (P.S. It's the same as
the worship password.)
BACK TO TOP

PRIDE INTERFAITH SERVICE

CLICK HERE for the YouTube Channel of First UU San Antonio.
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WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP
UPC Women's Book Group is scheduled to review Anne Tyler's book Clock Dance on Monday, June
22 with moderator, Marian Higgins. Our plan is to meet at Joan Hildreth's home at 6:30pm. All are
welcome, simply bring a salad to share and prepare to enjoy a lively discussion. Please notify Joan if
you plan to attend.
In the event we are still social-distancing, the group will meet on Zoom at 7:00pm. Please contact
Bonnie Bartlett to receive information on the virtual meeting.
Please see the following review from GOODREADS:
Willa Drake can count on one hand the defining moments of her life: when she was eleven and her
mother disappeared, being proposed to at twenty-one, the accident that would make her a widow at
forty-one. At each of these moments, Willa ended up on a path laid out for her by others.
So when she receives a phone call telling her that her son's ex-girlfriend has been shot and needs her
help, she drops everything and flies across the country. The spur-of-the-moment decision to look after
this woman - and her nine-year-old daughter, and her dog - will lead Willa into uncharted territory.
Surrounded by new and surprising neighbours, she is plunged into the rituals that make a community
and takes pleasure in the most unexpected things.
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OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT DURING THE WEEK
Even though there are still measures in place to ensure social distancing, we will not allow them to
create social isolation within our church community. Please see the list below of opportunities to
connect with one another via Zoom and help with the lack of personal connection. Go to the church
website calendar to read more about each of these weekly events and/or click on the links to
join. If a password is needed, please contact Anastasia in the church office.
SUNDAYS
10:00am - Worship
Join Pastor Dries, Dhawn Martin, Mary Lowder, Keith Martinez, and others each Sunday as they lead
us in worship with scripture, meditation, music, and more.
11:00am - Fellowship, Joys, and Concerns with Beth and Pastor Dries
Join Beth and Pastor Dries after worship for a time of interactive fellowship with other UPC members
and sharing of joys and prayers.
TUESDAYS
10:00am - Meditation Tuesdays: Centering the Week with Dhawn Martin
Together we will breathe in new possibilities for how we shape our days, setting intentions that nurture
peace, generosity, and compassion. We will open the hour with centering prayer and wisdom
literatures from diverse traditions, and then move into the contemplative.
7:00pm - Contemplating Worship with Pastor Dries
Join Pastor Dries on Tuesday evenings for a virtual gathering and conversation.
WEDNESDAYS
7:30am - Zoom Knit-In
All knitters and crocheters are welcome to join and help remain a "knitted-together" community
creating prayer shawls for those in need. For further information contact Caryl Gaubatz.
9:00am - Midweek Check-In and Prayer with Pastor Dries
These are trying times. Not seeing each other in worship takes away a critical connection with our
siblings that many of us need at this time. Join Dries for a midweek check-in and prayer as we cultivate
a community of faith that seeks to nurture and support one another.
THURSDAYS
7:00pm - Theology 101 with Dhawn Martin
Deepen your faith with Dhawn Martin as we engage in a theological conversation. Dhawn has taught
courses in Philosophy and Theology, Civil Engagement, Peace and Power, and Utopias and
Dystopias, at Drew University, St. Mary's University, and Hanover College. Her areas of academic
study include political theology and peace-making.
SATURDAYS
10:00am - COVID-19 Bereavement Support Group
This weekly online support group is for those who have lost loved ones to COVID-19. This informal
group will be held one hour a week and is limited to 20 people. Contact Joseph Luedecke, LMSW for
more information and to sign up.
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We can not meet in person, so we knit on alone - together.
Because we know that sadness and isolation and disease
and heartache, do not stop. And while the UPC knitters
and crocheters know that a shawl can't cure the pain or
its source, we know that our actions can affirm to someone
hurting that they are not alone in their struggles. To
request a shawl or lap robe, contact Caryl Gaubatz. A
special team of knitters (Nancy Campbell and Cynthia
Smith) will deliver a shawl locally and members of our
Auxiliary (Andy Hull and Gary Gaubatz) are available to
mail shawls out of town.

The regular Wednesday meetings and the monthly Friday meetings will continue via zoom. CLICK
HERE to join the weekly Wednesday 7:30am group and/or CLICK HERE to join the monthly first
Friday 12:00pm group.
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GOT MASKS?
Several UPC members are keeping busy helping others by making masks and now that it is necessary
to wear a mask in public, there is a larger need.
CLICK HERE for a request form/questionnaire to have masks made for you and your family.
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PRAYER FLAGS
The prayer flag makers have made prayer flags available (for free) for each deacon to give to folks in
their parish who have suffered a death or other severe occurrence in their life, as well as for those who
are experiencing a joyous event - a birth, wedding, graduation, etc. However, the flaggers met by
zoom today and decided to tell deacons and all members of UPC to take or mail a flag to others,
outside UPC, that may be comforted by a flag.
There is a bin in the library, next to the prayer shawls, with flags inside for each deacon to select from.
All flags have been prayed over with blessings for healing and hope. Flaggers are also working on
efficient ways to distribute flags and to mail. Stay tuned.
Prayer flaggers include Gayle Anderson, Tamara Apgar, Zet Baer, Jeanne Browning,
Caryl Gaubatz, Hanna Kukendall, Mary Lance, Alice Moreno, and Carlene Schleider. Also when
available Daryl Anderson, Matthew Anderson, and Amanda Adams.
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CENSUS 2020
At present, the State of Texas
has a response rate for the
2020 Census of 53.7% which
is below the National average
of 59.1%. We would like to
change this rate!
Anyone who has questions or
who would like assistance
responding is welcome to
reach out to:
844-330-2020 for help in
English or 844-468-2020
for help in Spanish.
CLICK HERE TO RESPOND.
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SESSION AND COMMITTEE REPORTS
SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS - MAY 20
The Session had an extensive discussion about reopening our buildings, both for weekday staff and
community needs, as well as worship services in the sanctuary. The group voted to stand up a small
advisory panel of elders, staff and other representatives to review options and make recommendations
to Session. They will also be able to respond more immediately to requests for small gatherings
related to the church, UPCC or SoL Center.
After UPC was able to raise $15,500 from a solar panel fundraiser, the Session approved additional

funding from contingency funds and a PC-USA energy-specific low-interest loan to construct a solar
panel array in the church's parking lot. The timing was critical to take advantage of a CPS rebate and
the savings in energy costs will more than cover monthly debt payments on the loan. The UPC
Treasurer will brief this project to a special Congregational meeting on June 7 at 11 a.m. in the
fellowship Zoom video conference following the online worship service.
The annual family retreat at Mo Ranch this August has been cancelled, due to counsel against
traveling and congregating in large groups during the pandemic. The deposits for this event will be
applied toward a 2021 retreat.
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NEW ONLINE GIVING
UPC has changed the online donation platform. We are using the same credit card processor, Vanco,
but we are eliminating the interim step of going through the Presbyterian Foundation. Anyone who had
set up a recurring transaction before April 2020 will need to go to our donation page and scroll down to
the Cancel Your Old Recurring Gift button in order to cancel that old arrangement and can then set
up a new arrangement on the Donate Now button. If you have questions, please contact Anastasia at
the church office.
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TREASURER'S REPORT
Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges in 2020
and to the many new members and visitors who have
made donations. Expenses continue to be lower than
planned though we have been upgrading technology. We
currently have a surplus of $60,272. We have a healthy
balance in most of the special funds which are nonoperating funds, usually designated for a particular
purpose. The overall balance in the special funds
account is $356,198 which includes a very generous
anonymous donation of $125,000 which will be used to
seed some campus improvements or capital campaign.
The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and has
an operating budget of $34,825 and separate endowment accounts. The spring course offerings were
all cancelled as of mid-March but they are currently offering an online series on Crisis & Suffering:
Perspectives from World Religions.
In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, we also have Endowment Funds which are
funds invested for the long term that help support programs of the church, The SoL Center, and
University Presbyterian Children's Center. The current market value of UPC Endowments is $535,889
and the book value is $414,773. The current market value of SoL Endowments is $126,106 and the
book value is $105,061. Endowments are invested and only the earnings or a percentage of the
current value may be used regularly.
Please continue to keep up with your pledges and if able, donate extra to the COVID-19 relief.
Mail checks to the church office or click below to give online.
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SOLAR PANEL FUNDRAISER UPDATE
During its meeting on Wednesday, May 20, the Session voted to proceed with the Solar Panel project
to have JSW Diversified, LLC construct a carport over part of the parking lot and to outfit it with a 97
kW solar system (266 panels) which will provide about 90% of the energy needs of University
Presbyterian Church. The solar panels will be produced by Mission Solar Energy based in San
Antonio. The Session voted to finance the project with money that had been specifically donated for
the solar project ($15,500), surplus from last year ($41,000), a rebate from City Public Service for
($42,500), and an special energy efficiency loan with a 2.25% interest rate and 15 year term from
PCUSA ($99,000).
A special Congregational meeting has been called for June 7 at 11 a.m. during the fellowship Zoom
video conference following the online worship service to approve the moving forward with the loan

process for the solar panels. For more information contact Sandy Nicholson or other members of the
Earthcare Task Force.
We would like to thank the following donors to the Solar Panel Project:
Larry Adamson
Thurman Adkins
Coco and David Anderson
Carol Brown
Gene and Jeanette Clark
Janifer Meldrum and Bud Eaton
Marcia Ellison
Ruth Frederick
Jane and Terry Fried
Paula and Ben Henderson
Thomas Higgins
Barry Hubbard
Charlotte Jensen
Jocelyn Miller
Sandy and Art Nicholson
Gail and Marc Raney
Melissa and Dennis Richard
Frank Seaman
Lorna Shinkle
Lib McGregor Simmons and Gary Simmons
Gay Spinks
Ron Tefteller
BACK TO TOP

PROGRESS REPORT FROM CAMPUS PLANNING TASK FORCE
After a long hiatus caused by the COVID-19 social distancing mandate, 13 members of the Campus
Planning Task Force met on May 14 via Zoom to discuss our plans on moving forward. When we last
gathered in late February, Lewis McNeel and Colin Gorsuch, architects with Lake/Flato, presented a
well-thought-out and exciting new master plan. We are fortunate to have had their expertise in
envisioning options for the campus that focus on space utilization, accessibility, sustainability,
aesthetics, safety and security, and earth care initiatives. These qualities are reflected in their
conceptual plans.They are also in conversation with Malitz Construction Co. on our behalf about
estimated costs based on their plans so we can consider cost vs. value in setting our priorities. Their
work with us will be complete after they make a final presentation to the committee and the Session.
During the past two months, Dries, our musicians, and others who plan and lead worship have
recognized an immediate need to increase and improve our AV, streaming, and technology in general
in the sanctuary as we continue to respond to the need for social distancing. Our concern for
inclusivity has created new priorities. Even after we begin meeting in person, there will be a significant
need to provide virtual connection that enables us to be more inclusive for those who are unable to
worship in the sanctuary, for whatever reason. By consensus, the group agreed that attention to the
sanctuary should move to the top of the priority list, including possible reconfiguration and remodeling.
Recognizing that this change would increase the scope and length of the pro bono work we've already
received, we communicated our thanks to Colin and Lewis, giving them opportunity for gracefully
bowing out of further work until presentations to the committee, the Session, and hopefully
congregation are feasible. We were happy to hear from them that they would like to continue their pro
bono work with us, shifting gears to do a more focused study on the sanctuary.
We do not advocate that any additional square footage be added to the sanctuary building at this time.
More seating is not the high priority that it once was, and streaming capabilities to the entire campus
can provide options for an overflow crowd. However, it is agreed that there should be more flexible
space in the front of the sanctuary to make it possible for the organ console (not pipes) to be relocated
adjacent to the choir seating. This would allow the worship leadership team better communication
during the service. We will continue to explore with our technology and AV leaders and other
professionals, including Colin and Lewis, to determine how to bring together our various ideas of
integrating new technology into a modified sanctuary. The goal is to have the improvements be
intentional, functional, and aesthetically pleasing.
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

Within the next few weeks, a new UPC staffer will be arriving! Hanna Cooley is joining us to serve in
our youth ministry, grades 6 - 12. A native of Austin and a graduate of UT Austin, Hanna's commitment
to youth ministry began from her own experiences as a youth at Covenant Presbyterian Church in
Austin. As the end of her college years approached, her sense of calling became more serious, and
she learned about the Center for Youth Ministry at Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. A
program which began in 2006, with its first class graduating in 2008, CYMT has 107 alumni and has
worked with over 120 partner churches. The three broad areas of study for the Master of Arts in Youth
Ministry are theology, practice, and personal spiritual and leadership development. Coursework also
includes understanding the role of the youth minister in the life of the church, learning how to teach the
gospel to adolescents, the history of youth ministry, and theological foundations for youth ministry.
Residents must go through the application process for enrollment in seminary, with qualifying
undergraduate grades and successful interviews. Likewise, church application includes a series of
interviews with leaders, parents of youth, and surveys of a cross section of the congregation including
other staff, supervisors, youth, and session leadership. Residents and churches are then matched by
the CYMT staff, with a final interview between the church team and the resident.
Hanna will work at UPC 25 hours per week over the 3 years of the program. In addition to ongoing
coursework with her seminary cohorts, she and UPC with work with her coach, Christina Moore, to
develop a strategic plan for sustainable youth ministry at UPC. The youth minister at Forest Hills
Presbyterian Church in Helotes, Christina is also a recent CYMT graduate, and is familiar to some
UPC parents and youth through previous youth activities (such as Mo Ranch and John Knox retreats
and Dodgeball tournaments.) In addition to providing Hanna's housing and utilities, UPC's stipend to
CYMT is $27,000 per year.
Watch for more news about Hanna's arrival. She will report for duty July 1, and her first Sunday in
worship is planned for July 7.
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COVID-19 RELIEF FUNDS AVAILABLE
As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, UPC's drive to respond grows stronger! Thirty-eight members
of our church community have contributed a combined total of over $16,000 to UPC's COVID-19
Response Fund to date. Thank you!
So far, $5,000 have been given to the following community nonprofit organizations that are on the front
lines of serving those most impacted by the pandemic: the San Antonio Food Bank (x2) Meals on
Wheels San Antonio (x2), Christian Assistance Ministry, Culinaria's Emergency Relief Fund (focused
on the hospitality industry), THRIVE Youth Center (focused on LGBTQ+ youth), and *most recently*:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Interfaith Welcome Coalition. UPC's Mission Outreach, and
Justice (MOJ) Committee will make additional gifts to these organizations and others thanks to your
continued generosity.
UPC also stands ready to offer support to those in our own UPC and UPCC community who have been
impacted by the crisis. An additional $1,000 have been given to families in our midst that are in need
of rent assistance. If you or someone you know needs some extra help with rent, utilities/internet,
groceries, healthcare expenses, transportation expenses, childcare expenses, or other essentials,
please reach out to your Deacon or Pastor Dries Coetzee
(UPC) or to Cindi Catlin Gaskins (UPCC). A subcommittee will review and respond to these requests
confidentially and as quickly as possible.
Thank you for all you have done-and all you will continue to do-to help UPC respond to this crisis
quickly, with compassion, and in alignment to our Mission and Welcome Statement. Your generosity to
the COVID-19 Response Fund and by maintaining your UPC pledge makes that possible. There is still
time to contribute! We will continue to respond faithfully as long as the need exists.
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PANDEMIC ADVISORY GROUP
Currently UPC, SoL, and UPCC are still closed as the Stay Home orders for San Antonio are in place
until June 4. At the May meeting, the session agreed to form an advisory group tasked with making
suggestions on how and when to re-open UPC. The group is represented by session members,
congregants, and staff: Melissa Almstead, David Anderson, Anastasia Bernal, Lisa Campbell, Cindi
Catlin Gaskins, Dries Coetzee, Terry Fried, Ben Henderson, Dhawn Martin, and a Deacon
representative to be named.
This group will continue to take guidance from local authorities and come up with a plan to possibly

allow meetings to start again at the church prioritizing official church groups and children's center
events over personal gatherings and outside groups. Once a priority list is made and target dates are
established - as well as clear guidelines as to cleaning needs, when and where to allow meetings,
quantity of groups, days and times allowed to meet, etc. - it will be communicated to the whole church
and building users.
Stay tuned for further information.
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CHRISTIANS AGAINST CHRISTIAN NATIONALISM
As Christians, our faith teaches us everyone is created in God's image and commands us to love one
another. As Americans, we value our system of government and the good that can be accomplished in
our constitutional democracy. Today, we are concerned about a persistent threat to both our religious
communities and our democracy - Christian nationalism. The MOJ Committee, with approval from the
Session, asks you to join more than 15,000 Christians from across the country in standing up to
Christian Nationalism.
CLICK HERE TO READ AND SIGN THE STATEMENT
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UPC CHILDREN/YOUTH/COLLEGE MINISTRY,
CHILDREN'S CENTER, AND SOL CENTER INFO
CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND COLLEGE MINISTRY
Children's Ministry:
The Children's Ministry at UPC has looked quite different since in-person activities were suspended.
Elementary Sunday school lessons are sent out each week in the form of an audio recording, story
text, and related activities. The elementary-age group participated in a Zoom hangout in late April.
They enjoyed "seeing" each other and playing with virtual backgrounds!
Children's Moments:
A time for children has been included in virtual worship each week in an effort to keep our youngest
children engaged in worship and feeling supported by their UPC family during these strange times. A
special thanks to the families and individuals who volunteered to create Children's Moments in April
and May: Marlo, Melayne, Coco, and David Anderson; Christian Dittmer and Gabriel Reyes; Molly
Roth, Caitlín and Alfredo Villareal; Melissa Almsted; Daryl Anderson; and Jeanna Balreira. If you
would like to contribute to worship in the form of recording a Children's Moment, please reach out to
Dakota Kohfield. If you want to volunteer but are worried about the technology, Dakota and Christian
Carpenter are happy to help you!
Youth Group Ministry:
Within the next few weeks, a new UPC staffer will be arriving! Hanna Cooley is joining us to serve in
our youth ministry, grades 6 - 12. CLICK HERE TO READ MORE
College Ministry:
The college group has been meeting for weekly fellowship via Zoom since the outbreak of the COVID19 pandemic. Meeting online has provided a unique opportunity to connect despite many students
returning home to different cities and states following campus closures. They chat, play games, and do
virtual puzzles together! The group recently decided to maintain these Zoom Hangouts during the
summer. Please check GroupMe for updates as to the day and time these meetings will take place. If
you would like to be added to GroupMe to receive regular communications, please contact Dakota.
Staff Transitions:
Interim Director of Children and College Programs, Dakota Kohfield, shared with the congregation her
plans to move to Colorado in early August. Her spouse, Tanner, will begin law school at the University
of Colorado, and they look forward to being closer to Dakota's family who live in Colorado and
Wyoming. Dries, Dakota, and Children's Christian Education Committee Chair Melissa Almsted have
been in conversation about the future of UPC's children and college ministries. If you have interests or
opinions related to these ministries, we want you to be involved in the decision making! We are looking
to enhance the Christian Education committee, and are especially seeking the input of parents of
children. Please contact Dakota or Melissa Almsted if you would like to be involved.
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CHILDREN'S CENTER
The UPCC staff hosted "curbside" pickup for the families to meet in the parking lot to have their child's
belongings delivered to the car. The curbside evenings were filled with joyous laughter along with
tears for it was the first time the teachers and families had seen each other since March 6. The
presence of the teachers smiling behind their masks brought home the seriousness of this time.

The UPCC staff and board members continue to meet and make the necessary changes and
purchases towards reopening under much stricter health and safety guidelines including smaller
groups and physical distancing of the children. At this time, UPCC has a target reopening date of July
20 for the 2020-2021 school year since the summer seasons were cancelled. The school will open for
a smaller group of the families with additional families and age groups added each week.
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SOL CENTER - UPCOMING CLASSES VIA ZOOM
Series on Crisis and Suffering: Perspectives from World Religions
On Wednesday evenings via Zoom from 7:30-8:30 p.m., we will explore the insights offered from
different traditions on the themes of loss, suffering, and resilience. This series will run for several
weeks and discussion leaders include Thomas Bruner, Dr. Rajam Ramamurthy,
Rabbi Mara Nathan, Rev. Dr. Cindy Rigby, and Imam Mustafa Safak. For full instructor bios, please
see the class listings on the website. Information for the remaining discussions is below. When you
register be sure to provide your email address, as we will need that information to send out Zoom
invitations and passwords. Registrations are required the Monday before the Wednesday
conversation.
Rabbi Mara Nathan on Reform Judaism
Schedule: Wednesday, June 3, 2020; 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Tuition: Free, Registration required by June1
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
Imam Mustafa Safak on Islam
Schedule: Wednesday, June 10, 2020; 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Tuition: Free, Registration required by June 8
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
Rev. Dr. Cynthia Rigby on Reformed Christianity
Schedule: Wednesday, June 24, 2020; 7:30-8:30 p.m.

Tuition: Free, Registration required by June 22
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
An Interfaith Book Dialog with the Raindrop Foundation of San Antonio
Led by Fatma Arslan, and Dhawn Martin, and Sumeyra Tek
Schedule: Two Sundays, June 7 and 14, 2020: 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Tuition: Free; Registration required by Friday, June 5
Join us for two session of fellowship and a discussion via Zoom that will foster friendship, wonder, and
hope as we discuss the book The Boy, the Mole, the Fox, a nd the Horse by Charlie Mackesy. The
Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The Horse is an invitation...to wonder at life's challenges and joys. It is a
guided meditation, of sorts, on the living relationships that infuse existence with meaning, poignancy,
and companionship. Illustrated with images that touch the heart and mind, this tale and it's friendships
will hearten even the weariest soul.
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
Into the Light: Finding Hope through Prayers of Lament
Presbyterian Women's Bible Study Discussion with Rev. Dr. San Williams
Schedule: Tuesday-Thursday, August 18-20, 2020; 10:30-11:45 a.m.
Tuition: $15; Register by Friday, August 14
Participants will need to provide their own copies of Into the Light.
Join San and others via Zoom to discuss P. Lynn Miller's study created for the PW Bible Study. Into
the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament draws from deep wells of tradition and lived
community. In this discussion themes of lament and hope are explored as a faithful response to life's
uncertainties and tragedies. We will discover that through lament, which is a reaching out to God, the
heart and soul are strengthened to engage the world. Rev. Dr. San Williams, honorably retired
Teaching Elder in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), served as Interim Pastor at University
Presbyterian Church in San Antonio. He has served Presbyterian churches in Houston, Corpus
Christi, Austin, and most recently as Interim Chaplain at Trinity University.
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
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CONGREGATIONAL UPDATES
NEW MEMBER INTRODUCTION
You no doubt have met Christian Dittmer who joined UPC in
September, 2019; he is no stranger to many as he actively has
been very involved in UPC activities. He first visited with his
grandparents, Kay and Jerry Todd, who are very special to him
and with whom he was living at the time. Christian said he was
moved by Dries' message, felt so welcomed by everyone, and
had never felt so peaceful in a church.
Christian was born in Houston, moved to Austin at age 3 and
lived there through his high school years. He describes his
mother as very empathic and one with whom he feels
comfortable confiding. His dad, working in the tech industry, he
states is hard-working and silly. Christian has two older brothers,
Meet Christian Dittmer
both successfully engaged in careers. His twin sister, "the
prettiest girl in the world", is about to graduate from nursing school and is engaged to be married very
soon.
Presently Christian is a third-year student in architecture at the University of Texas in downtown San
Antonio. He says that "a large part of my purpose in life is to create, and architecture allows me to be
creative and stimulates my brain in a great way." Christian also works as a Visitors Service Associate
at Ruby City, a contemporary art museum designed by one of his favorite architects, Sir David Adjaye.
In addition, he is researching historic schools in the SAISD at UTSA. Christian describes a long-time
hobby of drawing as being a "source of self-discovery, expression, and healing". Riding his bike in
nature, gardening, and cooking "yummy vegetarian food" are additional hobbies.
Overcoming depression and learning proper ways of coping with anxiety Christian states as his

biggest accomplishment in life thus far. "I am really proud of the progress I have made in opening up
to myself and being unapologetic for who I am. I'm very grateful for the negative experiences and hard
spaces that life has put me through as they have supplied me with the correct awareness to face the
future." Such a huge accomplishment indeed this is to pave the way for much success!!
Christian's faith journey began in the Methodist Church. It was upon the death of a good friend at age
18 that Christian began to explore what God really meant to him. While abroad he felt a sense of
peace as he learned about and developed an interest in Vedic Scripture. Presently, he studies
Hinduism and practices meditation and the chanting of mantras. Christian says "I don't declare a
single religion for myself, but rather accept spiritual wisdom openly. I try to feel God rather than give
mine a name."
Christian actively contributes to the UPC community. He worked the overnight shifts at Travis Park
IWC shelter and presently is engaged with the college group as well as the Rainbow Welcome
Coalition. After COVID-19 settles, Christian would like to have more involvement in the church
intergenerationally.
Christian - We look forward to your further involvement at UPC!
Marian Higgins
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CONGREGATIONAL NEWS
We celebrate these graduating college students:
Brock Harris
Chris Sanders
Trent Seaman
We say goodbye to these members moving away:
Lily and Yomira Rodriguez
We congratulate this couple on their engagement:
Todd McGraw and Chad Ganey
We send our deepest sympathies to these members:
Cabral Balreira on the loss of his father
Melissa Richard on the loss of her sister
Devan and Shelton Aguilar-Mock on the loss of their daughter
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HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS
We are so proud of our high school seniors who made it through these unprecedented times. We
admire their ability to adapt to all the changes placed before them in their last 3 months of school. We
fulfill our baptismal vows as we raised them in the ways of Jesus and we will continue to guide and
support them as they go to college and grow into wonderful young adults.
William Cox
William started at UPCC at 2 months old and went through all of the
classrooms graduating from Sandy Stout's class in summer of 2006. He them
moved to Sunshine Cottage School for the deaf to be one of the fully
functioning children in the classroom and help the other students develop
vocabulary. William transitioned to Helotes Elementary in 4th grade but
continues to be close friends with two of the students he met at Sunshine
Cottage in 1st grade. William is planning to attend UTSA in the fall and
pursue a degree in Accounting. He has spent his whole life at UPC and has
attended Sunday School, Youth Group events, and SoL Center classes. He
enjoys fishing and football. William is excited to learn and to start participating
in the world around him as an adult.
Samuel Lewis

Samuel will graduate from Salisbury School, an all-boys private college
preparatory boarding school in Connecticut. He was an honor student and
played on the varsity soccer and baseball teams. Participating in the youth
group at UPC with David Germer was very meaningful to Samuel. Going
through the confirmation process in 2016 with Kelly Allen as his leader and
Steve Spriester as his mentor was very special. Samuel was accepted to
TCU and Denver University and chose to attend Denver University in the Fall
to study business.

David Rezentes
David will graduate from Winston Churchill High School. He will be having a
virtual graduation ceremony and hoping to go to his first-choice college here
in San Antonio in the Fall. David is the son of John Rezentes and the late
Rev. Kelly S. Allen, former pastor of UPC. He came to UPC in 2009 and
participated in the Children's Choir and Youth Group. He was confirmed in
2016 with David Sanders as his mentor.

Libby Sanders
Libby's first connection with UPC was through the Children's Center,
attending from ages 2 through 5. She had wonderful times and experiences
there and made many friends. Libby and her family began attending UPC in
2012. Libby went through Confirmation under the Mentorship of Amanda
Harris. This process brought up many questions that remain a mystery, and
her family is grateful that UPC is a faith community "where honest questions
are valued, and where faith is considered a process, not an arrival." At
Alamo Heights High School, Libby is a member of the National Honor
Society, the National Spanish Honor Society and is Vice-President of the Art
Honor Society. She attended Spanish immersion classes throughout
elementary and junior school and is now fluent in Spanish. She has been a
member of the Varsity Girls' Cross-Country and Soccer teams and earned the UIL Academic
Excellence through Competition award. In her free time, Libby enjoys playing the piano, running and
hanging out with her friends. Libby has participated in summer youth service trips in the Dominican
Republic, Peru, and Costa Rica where she found it gratifying to use her Spanish language skills in
helping children and families. Libby will attend either Whitman College or Wellesley College and looks
forward to new adventures and opportunities, hopefully in a world where things are back closer to
normal in the near future.
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COLLEGE GRADUATES
Please join us in honoring the college graduates who have been active in UPC's various ministries,
including the college fellowship group, Rainbow Welcome, and the larger worshiping community: Josh
Kang (Trinity University), Tatyana Lewis (University of the Incarnate Word), Kristina Reinis (Trinity
University), and Isla Stewart (Trinity University). In addition, we are glad to honor our own UPC
members who have graduated: Brock Harris (Union College), Chris Sanders (Southwestern
University), and Trent Seaman (Texas A&M University).
Brock Harris
Brock spent the final trimester of his senior year, sheltering in place in
San Antonio with the family. In June, he will graduate from Union
College with departmental honors with a BS in Computer Engineering
which is a blend of Electrical Engineering and Computer Sciences. He
found Computer Engineering his sophomore year, in a circuitry class that
he really enjoyed. He focused heavily on the study of embedded
computer systems which are computers inside other things, like
airplanes, that need to be light, super fast and integrated seamlessly with
the operations of the system housing them. He liked college, loved the
independence, and found his membership in his fraternity very
rewarding. With his degree completed, he will be starting work with
Southwest Research Institute here in San Antonio and is showing us his employment agreement in
the picture. He is excited about the next phase of life and is looking forward to getting his own
apartment.

Josh Kang
Josh graduated from Trinity University with majors in religion and political
science. He is from California and likes walking dogs, long walks, watching TV,
and reading books. Josh says, "I don't know what the future holds for me yet,
but I have hope and am keeping my mind open. I definitely want to go back to
grad school one day, though." Reflecting on his time in San Antonio, he said, "I
really enjoyed by time at Trinity and UPC. During some lonely days, UPC helped
me get on my feet and feel like I had a second family." He began attending UPC
because the former campus chaplain, Rev. Stephen Nickle, walked with
students to UPC every Sunday. "I also really liked Dries, Todd, and Karen
[Jensen]. They really tried their best to get us to know God and how much Jesus
loves us."
Tatyana Lewis
Tatyana graduated from the University of the Incarnate Word with a BA in
history and minors in secondary and special education. She was a member
of the Phi Alpha Theta Honor Society. Tatyana is from Maxwell, Texas
(outside of San Marcos), and has been living there since the outbreak of
COVID-19. She plans to move back to San Antonio and to teach social
studies at Tejeda Academy. Tatyana says, "I am excited to start this new
chapter in my life, and I couldn't have done it without my friends and family
supporting me along the way." (photo attached)

Christopher Sanders
Chris' first connection with UPC was through the Early Childhood Center,
attending from age 9 months through age 5. Christopher had many
wonderful experiences there and made many friends. Christopher and his
family began attending UPC in 2009. He went through Confirmation
under the caring guidance of the Rev. Joe Owen. He really enjoyed his
meetings with Mr. Owen. In addition to discussing matters of faith, they
talked about a wide range of topics including learning to speak Spanish,
fishing and playing golf. Mr. Owen made Christopher feel so comfortable
during this process and was a very important person for Christopher on
his faith journey. At the conclusion of Confirmation, Christopher made his
confession of faith and joined UPC as a member. The other key person in
Christopher's faith development was David Germer. Christopher and
David 'connected' well, and we are grateful for David's mentorship,
spiritual guidance and friendship. Christopher recently graduated from Southwestern University,
majoring in Spanish and minoring in Business. He studied abroad in the spring of his junior year in
Argentina and Chile, living with host families in each country. Christopher looks forward to new
adventures and opportunities as a college graduate.
Trent Seaman
Trent Seaman recently earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the Mays
School of Business at Texas A&M University, majoring in business, minoring in
sports management. While at Texas A&M, he was a member of the Phi
Gamma Delta fraternity. Trent graduated from Nacogdoches High School in
2016 prior to attending TAMU. He is the son of Dr. and Mrs. Mark Seaman and
the grandson of Rev. Frank Seaman.
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MEET OUR CHORAL SCHOLARS
Each week, we see Keith Martinez joined by our Choral Scholars singing the hymns and anthems for
our online worship service. Here is some information on each of these talented individuals.
Katrina Cantu

Katrina is a senior at UTSA, pursing a bachelor's degree in Music Education.
Katrina has been worshipping in the UPC choir as a choral scholar since
2015. While she works to finish school she also works as a nanny and spends
her time growing her conducting skills, gardening, and spending time with her
loved ones. Katrina, a Rio Grande Valley native, calls San Antonio, Texas
home since 2013.

James Dickens II
James has been singing with UPC as a tenor section leader since the fall of
2017. He attended UTSA as a music education major and graduated Fall
2017. What people don't know is that he earned his cosmetology license in
2008 and has been doing hair ever since. He plans on getting his
instructor/CTE license so he can teach cosmetology in high school.

Thomas Redmond
Thomas is a native San Antonian who has been been singing in choirs since the
beginning of high school. As a two-time All-State choir member, Thomas decided
to pursue music in college serving his first 2 years at Texas State University and
his upper level years at The University of Texas at San Antonio. After graduation
Thomas is residing in San Antonio with his fiancée to continue his newfound
career as a music equipment seller and continue his role as a member of the
UPC choir.

Maggie Sorrell
Maggie received her degree in Music Education in August 2017 at the
University of Texas at San Antonio. Prior to coming to UPC, she was the
assistant director of the St. Brigid's Children's Choir and the director of the St.
Brigid's Legacy Handbell Choir. She is currently the choir teacher at Bernal and
Zachry Middle Schools in the Northside Independent School District. Maggie
not only fills the role of the Children's Choir Director but also sings in the UPC
choir as one of their choral scholars.

BACK TO TOP

MO RANCH RETREAT
The All Church Retreat at Mo Ranch scheduled for August 2020 has been cancelled/postponed to
August 13-15, 2021. In light of extenuating circumstances related to COVID-19 as well as the second
payment due date quickly approaching and the 90-day cancellation date to not lose our deposit upon
us, the Welcome & Fellowship Committee voted to cancel this year's retreat to protect our monetary
investment.
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PRAYER CHAIN
Over 160 people are currently united in praying for others as needs arise through an email distribution
list. If you would like to participate or if you have a prayer request, please contact the church
office or contact Ruth Ann McIver.
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
We celebrate these Birthdays:

1-Lamont Beckett
1-Madeline Pieper
2-David Daviss
5-Jeanne Browning
5-Taylor Hile
6-Dale Clyde
7-James Adams
8-Sheri Rosen
9-Mark Seaman
9-Hillary Everts
10-Dave Pasley
11-Tom Gallaway
12-Christopher Ware
13-Lydia Piper
13-Fernando Frescas
13-Jay Louden
16-Troy Toman
16-Nicole Foy
17-Sarah Strybos
18-Spring Blackett
18-Mary Lance
19-Carlos Rodriguez
19-Andrew Frescas
21-Jim Shinkle
21-Susan Williams Sloan
21-David Rezentes
22-D'Ann Seaman
23-Camille Holland
23-Melissa Kirkpatrick
26-Daniel Almsted
26-Garry Cole
27-Victoria Thompson
27-Sloane Spriester
30-Clare Rezentes
We celebrate these Anniversaries:
1-Betty and Ralph Fritz
4-Claire and David Daviss
6-Gail and Marc Raney
6-Nancy and Mark Vaughan
8-Lauren and Hunter Morris
8-Kay and Jerry Todd
14-Lydia and Matthew Piper
17-Jeanne and Robert Browning
21-Barbara and Jim Warren
24-Miriam and Leslie Ellison
24-Jane and Terry Fried
28-Liz and Carl Helser
28-Sara and Will Holland
28-Jennifer and Jacob Tingle
29-Kathy Cody Gallaway and Tom Gallaway
30-Caryl and Gary Gaubatz
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GIFTS & MEMORIALS
UPC Memorial Fund in memory of Carolynn Cobbs
Stan Cobbs
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FALL 2019 PHOTO DIRECTORY
Have you picked up your copy of the UPC Fall 2019 photo directory? If not, please contact the church
office during the week to see about mailing options.
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PEOPLE SERVING YOU
STAFF
Andries Coetzee, Pastor
Anastasia Bernal, Church Administrator
Allan Catlin, Facility & Event Steward
Cindi Catlin Gaskins, Children's Center Director
Hanna Cooley, Youth Ministry Director
Dakota Kohfield, Children's & College Ministry Director
Mary Lowder, Organist
Dhawn Martin, SoL Center Director
Keith Martinez, Choral Music Director
Leroy Sebesta, Music Administrative Assistant
Maggie Sorrell, Children's Music Director
Frank Villalpando, Custodian
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SESSION & COMMITTEES
Ruling Elders - Committee Serving
Melissa Almsted - Christian Education, Co-Chair (Children)
Cathy Bray - Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Robert Browning - Christian Education, Co-Chair (Adults)
Terry Fried - Stewardship & Finance, Chair
Keith Kendall - Mission Outreach & Justice
Hanna Kuykendall - Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Melinda Louden - Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Art Nicholson - Facilities & Operations and Co-Clerk of Session
Ariel Simpson - Personnel, Co-Chair
Sally Smith - Welcome & Fellowship
Don White - Facilities & Operations, Chair
Andrew Wilson - Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Non-Session Members - Committee Serving
Sandy Nicholson - Church Treasurer
Betsy Pasley - Co-Clerk of Session
Melissa Richard - Welcome & Fellowship, Chair
Lou Williams - Personnel, Co-Chair
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DEACONS & PARISHES
Carol Brown - Northwest Parish
Margaret Cairnes - Olmos Parish, Vice-Moderator
Bonnie Flake - Northwood Parish
Mary Lance - Windcrest Parish, Secretary
Paula Henderson - Castle Hills North Parish
Linda Ireland - Northeast Parish
Cynthia Smith - College Students, Treasurer
Anne Pearson - Alamo Heights Parish
Carlos Rodriguez - Fredericksburg Parish
David Sanders - University Parish
Janice Zitelman - Stone Oak Parish
Nancy Vaughan - Moderator
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OUR MESSAGE TO YOU
Wherever you may be in the journey of faith, UPC welcomes you.
We are a community where honest questions are valued
and where faith is considered a process, not an arrival.
Affirming that every person has worth as a unique creation and a child of God,
we welcome into full participation people of every age, sex,
race, color, ethnicity, culture, immigration status, political affiliation,
economic condition, physical and mental ability, marital status,
sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression.

If you are passing through, we extend God's blessings to you as you continue on your way.
If you are seeking a home, we invite you to join us in the adventure
of serving Jesus Christ in a challenging world.
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