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Lent 2020: Called To Die
As Jesus' journey leads to Jerusalem, he tells his disciples three times about his coming death and resurrection
(Matt. 16:21-23; 17:22-23; 20:17-19). Not surprisingly, they are greatly disturbed by this news. They have left everything
to follow this teacher. They know that their own fate is bound up with that of their Savior and Lord.
If we are to be faithful disciples of the crucified and risen Lord, we too must face this consequence of our faith. Following
Jesus means taking up the cross. As Jesus taught, "those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it" (Matt. 16:25). This is the nature of our Lenten journey, the deep and costly calling of the gospel.
This year during the 40 days of Lent, we will ponder this paradox and wrestle with these questions:
 What do we need to give up in order to take up the life of discipleship?
 What do we need to confess and lament in order to move toward reconciliation with God and one another?
Through daily devotions, small group studies, prayer, and worship we, as a community of faith and individual believers,
will consider how we too are "called to die" ... to sin and evil, power and privilege, status and security, false idols and fear.
Dying to these things will help us live into the Matthew 25 vision. Looking at the larger context of our Lenten study, we join
the Presbyterian Church (USA) in responding to General Assembly's Matthew 25 invitation, with its three-part emphasis
on systemic poverty, structural racism, and congregational vitality.
Lenten Daily Devotion
Pick up your copy of "Becoming a Beloved Community: A Matthew 25 Journey to the Cross" in the Narthex or Church
Office and experience the power of God working in community. The devotional by Presbyterians Today begins on
Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2020, and concludes on Easter Sunday, April 12. Every day, a Scripture reading, short
reflection, and closing prayer tell the powerful story of how God's love in action is changing lives. Also featured in the
devotional are ancient and modern mosaics depicting the life of Jesus. Readers are invited to pause and ponder the
reflection question that accompanies each picture. The mosaics underscore how each person's action, gift, prayer, and
desire for a better world are necessary - and beautiful - pieces in the picture of God's kingdom here on Earth.

Lenten Small Group Gatherings
Sign up for a small group gathering on one of the following dates and experience the transformation that comes about when we gather amid
community. Most of the meetings are limited to 10 participants. In addition, this year we are trying something new with a virtual group using
Zoom. Contact the church office to register.
Monday Staff Group
Wednesday Group
Mondays, 12:30 - 1:30 p.m., March 2 - March 30 Wednesdays, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., March 4 - April 1
Led By: Cindi Catlin Gaskins and Dhawn Martin
Led By: Gail and Marc Raney and San Williams
UPC Library
La Madeleine (4820 Broadway St, 78209)
Monday Trinity Group
Mondays, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m., March 2 - March 30
Led By: Dakota Kohfield
Trinity’s Parker Chapel Reception Rooms 205-206
Zoom Group
Tuesdays, 7 - 8:30 p.m., March 3 - March 31
Led By: Pastor Dries
Connect via Zoom (login shared when registered)

Thursday Morning Group
Thursdays, 10 - 11:30 a.m., March 5 - April 2
Led By: Patti Jewett and Faith Jongewaard
Jewett’s House
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Thursday Afternoon Group
Thursdays, 2 - 3:30 p.m., March 5 - April 2
Led By: Karen Jensen
Garcia/Flake’s House
Thursday Evening Group
5:30 - 7 p.m., March 5 - April 2
Led By: Andy Hull
UPC CE Room #2
Fridays Lunch Group
12 - 1 p.m., March 6 - April 3
Led By: Mary Lance and Sally Smith
Local Restaurants TBD

Worship Information
March 1—1st Sunday in Lent
Dries Coetzee, preaching

Scripture Reading
Matthew 4:1-11

March 15—3rd Sunday in Lent
Dries Coetzee, preaching

8:30 a.m. Service Music
Mary Lowder

Scripture Reading
John 4:5-42

11:00 a.m. Service Music
Adult Choir
Special Note:
We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
March 8—2nd Sunday in Lent
Dries Coetzee, preaching
Scripture Reading
John 3:1-17

8:30 a.m. Service Music
Mary Lowder
11:00 a.m. Service Music
Adult Choir

March 22—4th Sunday in Lent
Dhawn Martin, preaching
Scripture Reading
John 9:1-41

8:30 a.m. Service Music
Mary Lowder

8:30 a.m. Service Music
Mary Lowder

11:00 a.m. Service Music
Adult Choir

11:00 a.m. Service Music
Adult Choir
March 29—5th Sunday in Lent
Dries Coetzee, preaching

Daylight Savings Time begins
Sunday, March 8, 2020 at 2:00 a.m.
Don’t forget to set clocks
forward one hour.

Scripture Reading
John 11:1-45
8:30 a.m. Service Music
Mary Lowder
11:00 a.m. Service Music
Adult Choir

Sunday Morning Adult Studies
Living Our Faith Adult Studies
Continuing the study of the Psalms.
Sunday Morning Book Group
Continuing discussion on Terrence C. Wright's book,
"Dorothy Day - An Introduction to Her Life and Thought."
Bible Study Class
Will study the sermon texts the week before the sermon is preached.
The Bible class is always open to those who would like to learn more about the
Bible. Previous knowledge of this book, also known as the Word of God, is not necessary. The more questions you have,
the better! You can learn more about the class by talking to Frank Seaman or anyone who is currently participating.
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A Note From Dries
This past week, on Ash Wednesday, we entered the Lenten journey. Amid community,
we committed ourselves to “realignment,” as we desire a deeper connection to God and
one another. During the 40 days of Lent, we wrestle with self-awareness and integrity,
as we are "Called to Die," so we can be authentic followers of the Way of Jesus and live
life more fully.
This year the challenge before us is to more fully follow the One who taught us that,
"those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will
find it" (Matt. 16:25). Through daily devotions, small group studies, prayer, action, and
worship, we will enter this paradox of death and rising that is the nature of the Christian
journey.
I am looking forward to journeying with you this Lent, Holy Week, and Easter.
Blessings,
Dries

Coronavirus Response
At UPC, we believe that our faith is deeply rooted in reality. With the report this past week from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention that it is not a question of "if" but "when" the coronavirus will spread in the United States, we realize
that people of faith are not immune to human disaster. It is in times like this that our denomination, The Presbyterian Church
(USA), reminds us in the Brief Statement of Faith that "In life and in death we belong to God" and that "nothing ... can
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord." It is this assurance of God's abiding presence that helps us stay
calm, engage life, and be available.
In preparation and prevention, UPC has the following common-sense practices in place to reduce risk:
1. We are making changes in the way we serve communion to increase hygiene.
2. We are increasing the diligence with which kitchens, restrooms, classrooms, and door handles are cleaned.
3. Our members who have traveled internationally have placed themselves under voluntary quarantine, and we ask
others to do the same. Please contact the Church Office or your deacon so we can best support you.
4. If you are ill with any contagious disease (flu, cold), we ask you to stay at home rather than attending worship,
committee meetings, or any other church functions. We will provide an alternative for you to participate if desired.
5. We need more worshippers willing to sit in the front, southwest area of the sanctuary to provide for more social
distance between persons in the sanctuary.
6. Do not be alerted if worship attenders show up with face masks.
7. During the Passing of the Peace, practice various expressions of passing the peace. Whether it is a hug, a
handshake, a nod or smile, so long as we are mindful of one another's needs.
8. We will have tissues available and increased hand sanitizer dispensers in the Narthex and CE Building.
The coronavirus reminds us how connected we are to one another even across borders and boundaries. The best we all can
do is follow basic hygiene practices by washing our hands regularly and coughing or sneezing into our upper sleeve, not our
hands.
Contact the Church Office for more information at 210-732-9927 or upcsa@upcsa.org.
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The SoL Center
TUNES AND TOPICS TUESDAY

The SoL Center
(Source of Light)
at University
Presbyterian Church
is an interfaith
education center
for those who seek
to encounter the
full dimensions
of life and faith
in the spirit
of respectful curiosity.

Music and Money: Live Music and Discussion with Dan Carillo
Schedule/Tuition: Tuesday, Mar. 17; 7-9 p.m.; $15 per person or 2 people for $20; Register by Mar. 9
Location: Skyline at Trinity University
Music and money. At first glance, it seems like an adversarial relationship along the lines of the Hatfields and
the McCoys, the proverbial cats and dogs, Republicans and Democrats (oops!). Or perhaps common ground
is shared in a mutually beneficial relationship. Our discussion will touch on the work of creative artists in a
society where artistic worth is overwhelmingly defined by monetary value. Is good music necessarily that
which generates the most revenue? Is the gig economy that currently is affecting the lives of so many a new
phenomenon and is it unique to North America? We will explore this complex relationship drawing on the
thoughts of Old Testament scholar Walter Brueggemann, political philosopher/economist Karl Marx, and
others. Let’s talk about it.

UPCOMING CLASSES
Go to https://sourceoflightsa.org/classes-and-events
for full class listings and descriptions or pick up a catalog in the Narthex.
The Legacy of Hate: How the Holocaust Still Haunts Us
Instructor: Roger C. Barnes, Ph.D.
Schedule/Tuition: Tuesday, Mar. 3; 6:30-8:30 p.m.; $10 after
Seventy-five years after the Holocaust in Europe, the hate that propelled the greatest crime of the 20th
century continues to reverberate across Western liberal democracies. This presentation explores the roots
and major events of the Holocaust and its ramifications for us today.
Creating an Ally
Instructors: Miriam Sobre, Ph.D., and Jake Erney
Schedule/Tuition: Tuesday, Mar. 24; 7-9 p.m.; $15; Register by Mar. 17
How can we become allies of oppressed peoples when we are in the privileged role? This series will teach
participants what implicit bias is and how it relates to the LGBTQ+ community in particular. We will learn how
ally-ship works and what it means to be an ally in a spiritual and pragmatic sense.
LGBTQ+ and the Spiritual Journey Series – Advocacy Roundtables
Schedule/Tuition: Monday, Mar. 30; 7-9 p.m.; Free, register by Mar. 23
Get to know local agencies and groups who advocate for and support LGBTQ+
Communities. Join us for this last event in this series.
The Art of Writing: Two Workshops
Instructor: D. Ellis Phelps
Schedule/Tuition: Sat., Apr. 4, and Tue., Apr. 7; 1-3 p.m.; $15 each, $25 for both; Register by Mar. 27
General formats of workshops includes writing warm-ups, discussions, writing samples with commentary,
revision techniques, and feedback.
Workshop #1—The Art of Writing Memoir (Saturday, Apr. 4)
Workshop #2—The Art of Writing About Place (Tuesday, Apr. 7)

Dhawn Martin,
Director
The SoL Center
300 Bushnell Ave
San Antonio, TX 78212
210-732-9927
solcenter@upcsa.org
www.sourceoflightsa.org

The SoL Center is participating in
the Big Give 2020 on Thursday, March 26!
Watch your email for more information.
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Raindrop Foundation Education Award
The Annual Dialogue and Friendship Dinners are organized to contribute to the progress of
intercultural-interfaith dialog and peace. With the participation of esteemed guests and
people from different faiths, cultures, and ethnicities these gatherings have come to
symbolize our desire to achieve a genuine cross-cultural understanding and cooperation.
The SoL (Source of Light) Center at University Presbyterian Church will receive the Raindrop Foundation Education Award and
Rev. Dr. Dhawn B. Martin and Rev. Andries Coetzee will be recognized on Thursday, March 5, 6:00pm-8:30pm at the
UIW Student Engagement Center Ballroom. This year's theme is "Working Together for a More Peaceful, Just, and Sustainable
World" with keynote speaker, Dr. Robert P. Sellers. Go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/15th-annual-dialogue-and-friendshipdinner-tickets-87001115679 for more information and to purchase tickets.

Treasurer’s Report
Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges in 2020 and to the many new members and visitors. Expenses were
generally a bit lower than planned. We currently have a surplus of $11,722.
We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for a particular
purpose. The overall balance in the special funds account is $300,125. There was a very generous anonymous donation of
$125,000 which will be used to seed some campus improvements or capital campaign. Interfaith Welcome Coalition (IWC) is
now being kept separately with its own 501c(3). The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and has an operating
budget of $34,825 and separate endowment accounts. The spring course offerings are available for enrollment.

In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, we also have Endowment Funds which are long term funds that
help support UPC, The SoL Center, and the University Presbyterian Children's Center. The current market value of UPC
Endowments is $562,370 and the book value is $414,773. The current market value of SoL Endowments is $134,123 and
the book value is $105,061. Endowments are invested and only the earnings or a percentage of the current value may be
used regularly.
The Stewardship & Finance Committee
put together the Planned Giving Program
which allows you to designate gifts to the
church in your will or financial plan to
either general endowment or specific
projects which you may want to support
long term. Please let me know if you want
more information.
— Sandy Nicholson
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SUNDAY
1
8:30-9:15 am (S)
First Worship Service
9:15-9:30 am (F)
Coffee Fellowship
9:15-9:30 am (R)
Children’s Choir
9:30-10:30 am (CE)
Sunday School
9:30-10:30 am (A)
Newcomer/Inquiry Class
9:30-10:30 am (G or O)
MOJ / UPCC Meeting
10:30-11 am (R)
Adult Choir Warm Up
11 am-12 pm (S)
Second Worship Service
12:15-1:30 pm (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
12:30-1:30pm (Off-Site)
Lunch Bunch—Hearthstone
12:45-6:45 pm (Off-Site)
SoL: Trouble with Fracking-Tour

MONDAY
2
All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
12-12:30 pm (R)
Staff Lunch—Dries
12:30-1:30 pm (R)
Lent Small Group with Staff
1:30-2 pm (R)
Staff Meeting
5:30-6:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Trinity
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R)
AA Group Planning Meeting
7-9 pm (4 and F)
Compassion Training

TUESDAY
3
9:30 am-12 pm (R)
CC Music & Movement/Trinity
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
2:30-4 pm (1)
SACRD Board Meeting
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
6:30-8:30 pm (4)
SoL: Legacy of Hate
7-8:30 am (3)
Sierra Club Youth Outdoors
7-8:30 pm (Zoom)
Lent Small Group via Zoom
7:30-8:30 pm (R)
HA Group Meeting

WEDNESDAY
4
All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
9-10:30 am (4)
Faith Convening Meeting
9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
11:30 am-1 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at La Madeleine
12:30-2:30 pm (1)
CC Accreditation Prep
6:30-8 pm
Committee Meetings:MOJ(3),S&F(A)
6:30-8 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Nicholson’s
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

THURSDAY
5
All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
10-11:30 am (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Jewett’s
10-11:30 am (A)
CC Scholarship Meeting
10:45-11:15 am (S)
CC Spiritual Enrichment
12:30-2:30 pm (1)
CC Accreditation Prep
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Garcia/Flake’s
5:30-7 pm (2)
Lent Small Group
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8:30 pm (4)
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board)
7-8:30 pm (S)
Adult Choir Rehearsal

FRIDAY
6
Presbytery Meeting, Austin

SATURDAY
7
Presbytery Meeting

Morning (R)
Floor Cleaning
All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
12-1 pm (1)
Prayer Shawl Ministry
12-1:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Restaurant
8-9 pm (2)
AA Group Meeting

8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
10-11:30 am (F)
Artwork Removal
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

8—DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
8:30-9:15 am (S)
First Worship Service
9:15-9:30 am (F)
Coffee Fellowship
9:15-9:30 am (R)
Children’s Choir
9:30-10:30 am (CE)
Sunday School
9:30-10:30 am (A)
Newcomer/Inquiry Class
10:30-11 am (R)
Adult Choir Warm Up
11 am-12 pm (S)
Second Worship Service
12:15-1:30 pm (Y)
Coffee Fellowship

9
CC Closed—Spring Break

10
CC Closed—Spring Break

11
CC Closed—Spring Break

12
CC Closed—Spring Break

13
CC Closed—Spring Break

12:30-1:30 pm (A)
Lent Small Group with Staff
1:30-2:30 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
5:30-6:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Trinity
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8:30 pm (1)
SA Fertility Support Group
7-8:30 pm (2)
AA SMS Meeting
7-9 pm (4 and F)
Compassion Training

Payroll Due

11:30 am-1 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at La Madeleine
1-2:30 pm (3)
Book Discussion Group
6:30-8 pm (3)
Deacons Meeting
6:30-8 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Nicholson’s
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

15
8:30-9:15 am (S)
First Worship Service
9:15-9:30 am (F)
Coffee Fellowship
9:15-9:30 am (R)
Children’s Choir
9:30-10:30 am (CE)
Sunday School
9:30-10:30 am (A)
Newcomer/Inquiry Class
10:30-11 am (R)
Adult Choir Warm Up
11 am-12 pm (S)
Second Worship Service
12:15-1:30 pm (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
12:30-1:30pm (Off-Site)
Lunch Bunch—Pesto’s
12:15-5 pm (A)
Oral History Project

16
All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
12:30-1:30 pm (A)
Lent Small Group with Staff
1:30-2:30 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
5:30-6:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Trinity
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8 pm (1)
Rainbow Welcome Meeting
7-9 pm (4 and F)
Compassion Training

17
All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
9:30 –11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
7-8:30 pm (Zoom)
Lent Small Group via Zoom
7:30-8:30 pm (R)
HA Group Meeting

18
9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
11:30 am-1 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at La Madeleine
12:30-2:30 pm (1)
CC Accreditation Prep
6:30-8 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Nicholson’s
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

19
10-11:30 am (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Jewett’s
10:45-11:15 am (S)
CC Spiritual Enrichment
11:30 am-12 pm (R)
CC Music
12-1 pm (A)
PRO SA Meeting
12:30-2 pm (3)
CC Accreditation Support Group
12:30-2:30 pm (1)
CC Accreditation Prep
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Garcia/Flake’s
5:30-7 pm (2)
Lent Small Group
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8 pm (Off-Site
College Group Coffee
6:30-8:30 pm (4)
Early Childhood Training
7-8:30 pm (S)
Adult Choir Rehearsal

20
Multitude Deadline

22
8:30-9:15 am (S)
First Worship Service
9:15-9:30 am (F)
Coffee Fellowship
9:15-9:30 am (R)
Children’s Choir
9:30-10:30 am (CE and A)
Sunday School
10:30-11 am (R)
Adult Choir Warm Up
11 am-12 pm (S)
Second Worship Service
12:15-1:30 pm (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
12:15-1:30 pm (4)
I/CAN General Meeting

23
12:30-1:30 pm (A)
Lent Small Group with Staff
1:30-2:30 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
5:30-6:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Trinity
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8 pm (2)
AA Grapevine Meeting
6:30-8:30 pm (Off-Site)
Women’s Book Group
7-9 pm (4 and F)
Compassion Training

24
All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
9:30 –11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
7-8:30 pm (Zoom)
Lent Small Group via Zoom
7-9 pm (4)
SoL: Creating an Ally—Part 2
7:30-8:30 pm (R)
HA Group Meeting

25
All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
11:30 am-1 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at La Madeleine
12:30-2:30 pm (1)
CC Accreditation Prep
6-7:30 pm (3)
Jewish Voice for Peace
6:30-8 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Nicholson’s
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting
7-9 pm (4)
SoL: Living Together in Difference

26
SOL CENTER—THE BIG GIVE

27
Payroll Due
All Day (R)
Floor Cleaning
12-1:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Restaurant
7-8:30 pm (R)
AA Fundraiser Event
8-9 pm (2)
AA Group Meeting

29
8:30-9:15 am (S)
First Worship Service
9:15-9:30 am (F)
Coffee Fellowship
9:15-9:30 am (R)
Children’s Choir
9:30-10:30 am (CE and A)
Sunday School
10:30-11 am (R)
Adult Choir Warm Up
11 am-12 pm (S)
Second Worship Service
12:15-1:30 pm (Y)
Coffee Fellowship

30
All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
12:30-1:30 pm (A)
Lent Small Group with Staff
1:30-2:30 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
5:30-6:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Trinity
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-9 pm (R)
SoL: LGBTQ+ Roundtables
7-9 pm (4 and F)
Compassion Training

31
All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
9:30 –11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
7-8:30 pm (Zoom)
Lent Small Group via Zoom
7:30-8:30 pm (R)
HA Group Meeting

1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
7-8:30 pm (Zoom)
Lent Small Group via Zoom
7:30-8:30 pm (R)
HA Group Meeting

14
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R)
10-11:30 am (Off-Site)
12-1:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Jewett’s
Lent Small Group at Restaurant Recovery Group Meeting
7-8 pm (4)
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
8-9 pm (2)
Lent Small Group at Garcia/Flake’s AA Group Meeting
AA Speaker Meeting
5:30-7 pm (2)
Lent Small Group
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8:30 pm (4)
Early Childhood Training
7-8:30 pm (S)
Adult Choir Rehearsal

9-11 am (1)
IWC Leader Meeting
10-11:30 am (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Jewett’s
11:30 am-12 pm (R)
CC Music
12-1:30 pm (P)
Event at the Holt Center
12:30-2:30 pm (1)
CC Accreditation Prep
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Garcia/Flake’s
5:30-7 pm (2)
Lent Small Group
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8:30 pm (4)
Early Childhood Training
7-8:30 pm (S)
Adult Choir Rehearsal

All Day (2)
CC Parent Conferences
12-1:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lent Small Group at Restaurant
8-9 pm (2)
AA Group Meeting

MARCH
2017
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21
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

28
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
10 am-12 pm (4)
WoW Fellowship
Brunch Potluck
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

ROOM KEY
N = Narthex
S = Sanctuary
R = Comm. Room
K = Kitchen
Y = Courtyard
A = Library
C = Conf. Room
O = Pastor Office
CC = CC Rooms
G = Gath. Place
F = CE Forum
1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7

Children, Youth, and College Ministry
Elementary Sunday School
Melissa Almsted and Linda Ireland have been dedicating their time, talents, and years of
teaching experience to create a rich Sunday school experience for elementary-aged children.
We invite all children in grades 1st- 5th to join us on Sundays from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. in CE #7.
The class has spent the month of February exploring topics related to UPC’s larger discussions,
including discipleship, God’s love, and ordination. The week of Valentine’s Day, we reflected on
1 John 4:16 and God’s love. To put God’s love into action, the class decorated cards for the
deacons to give out when visiting church members in need of a little extra love and childlike joy.
We also decorated cookies with plenty of frosting and sprinkles! On February 16, the morning of her ordination
service, Dhawn Martin visited our class to talk about what it means to be ordained. During the season of Lent, the
Elementary Sunday School class will be studying the curriculum “Seeing Jesus: Social Justice Activities for Today Based on Matthew 25” by
Phyllis Vos Wezeman. Students will identify injustices and consider how they can respond through interactive activities. We hope that this
curriculum will help children to further connect to the life of the church as UPC and the Presbyterian Church (USA) explores Matthew 25 this
year. Matthew 25:37-40 states, “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you
came to visit me… Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” Each week,
we will focus on a different aspect of this passage. Vos Wezeman writes, “Through recognizing the least of these, meeting their needs, and
sharing God’s love, the young people will find out what it is like to come face to face with Jesus Christ.”
Children’s Church
Beginning in January, we introduced a new format of Christian education for our youngest learners. Instead of a Pre K / Kinder Sunday
school class during the 9:30 a.m. Sunday school hour, we are offering a 45-minute education and activity time called Children’s Church
during the 11:00 a.m. worship service. Following the Children’s Moment, children in kindergarten and younger are invited to transition to
Room 5 of the Children’s Center. Children spend the remainder of the worship service in our quality childcare center- both in a classroom
and outdoors- with our skilled early childhood educators. In this special environment of storytelling, art, activities, and outdoor time, children
can enter more deeply into the life of faith and experience God’s love and compassion. During the month of February, a Bible-based story
book was read each week about Jesus and the Children, Jesus and the Woman at the Well, Moses and the Burning Bush, and Moses at the
Red Sea. For the upcoming Lenten season, we will further connect elements of worship, the lectionary, and sermon topics to the stories and
activities experienced during Children’s Church. As this is a new form of ministry, we are discerning its development. We hope to create a
time and space for young children to develop a personal sense of faith, God, and creation that will prepare them for continued faith
formation for years to come. We are exploring various curriculum options and ways to keep church congregants involved, including inviting
volunteers in once per month to lead an activity.
Youth Group
Middle and High Schoolers meet in CE #2 on Sundays from 9:30am-10:30am with David Anderson and other church members for snacks
and a lesson each week. Do you have kids in middle or high school? Do you want them to do activities with other UPC Youth? What about
combined activities with other Presbyterian Youth Groups in San Antonio? While we wait for a new youth group leader, parents can work
together to plan activities. Contact the church office to volunteer to help organize and supervise some fun and service activities in the next
couple of months. (Ideas: Miniature Golf, Escape Room, Bowling, etc. Service Ideas: Park Clean Up, Yard Work for the Elderly, etc.)

College Ministry
The College Group began this semester with a weekend-long retreat at Mo-Ranch. The retreat was
organized by a cohort through Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary focused on spiritual
community and led by Rev. Reuben Lashley of Forest Hills Presbyterian Church. Karen Jensen
accompanied the group of seven participants from UPC. The theme of the retreat was “Letting Go and
Starting Something New.” Many participated in the high ropes course as a physical exploration of this
theme. The retreat included time for fellowship, mediation and worship, and conversation around the campfire.
The UPC College Group met for conversation and fellowship twice in February. On February 2, we gathered
after worship for lunch (generously provided by Jeanna and Cabral Balreira) to reflect on the Mo-Ranch retreat
and to discuss plans for the upcoming semester. We met on February 20 for s’mores and games at Halcyon
coffee shop. We look forward to continuing to meet for regular fellowship and special events
throughout the spring. In attempts to strengthen UPC’s connection to Trinity University, Dakota Kohfield has been
in conversations with Trinity Chaplain Rev. Alex Serna-Wallender and will lead a Lenten small group on
Trinity’s campus. The Lenten group will be held on Mondays March 2 through March 30 at 5:30 pm at
the Parker Chapel Reception Rooms 205/206. Trinity students are especially encouraged to
attend, but we welcome members and sojourners of all ages!
UPC March 2020—Page 7

Women’s Monday Night Book Group
The UPC Women's Book Group will meet on Monday evening March 23rd at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Bonnie Bartlett. We
will be discussing Educated by Tara Westover with Lou Williams as the moderator. Everyone is encouraged to attend, simply
bring a salad to share and prepare for a lively discussion. Kindly notify Bonnie if you will attend or need directions.
Please see review from GOODREADS:
Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to survivalists in the
mountains of Idaho, she prepared for the end of the world by stockpiling home-canned
peaches and sleeping with her "head-for-the-hills bag". In the summer she stewed herbs for
her mother, a midwife and healer, and in the winter she salvaged in her father's junkyard.

Her father forbade hospitals, so Tara never saw a doctor or nurse. Gashes and
concussions, even burns from explosions, were all treated at home with herbalism.
The family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the
children received an education and no one to intervene when one of Tara's older brothers
became violent.
Then, lacking any formal education, Tara began to educate herself. She taught herself
enough mathematics and grammar to be admitted to Brigham Young University, where she
studied history, learning for the first time about important world events like the Holocaust
and the civil rights movement. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over
oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge. Only then would she wonder
if she'd traveled too far, if there was still a way home.
Educated is an account of the struggle for self-invention. It is a tale of fierce family loyalty and of the grief that comes with
severing the closest of ties. With the acute insight that distinguishes all great writers, Westover has crafted a universal
coming-of-age story that gets to the heart of what an education is and what it offers: the perspective to see one's life through
new eyes and the will to change it.

SAVE THE DATE
UPC’s Earth Fair
Sunday, April 19, 2020
Expect a different sort of Sunday worship service on
April 19th! It will be a day to celebrate the outdoor
portions of our campus with fun activities that will also
help us improve our campus! We will have our 11 a.m.
service outdoors and then have plenty of activities for all
ages. Lunch and snacks will be provided.
Don’t come dressed in your Sunday best, come in
comfortable outdoor clothes. Bring along a favorite picnic
blanket and comfy gardening gloves or favorite trowel if
you like to garden.
More details in the April publication. Contact Sandy Nicholson to help!
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Forum Artwork
Sonya Gonzalez is the next artist to exhibit her work in the Forum of the
CE Building. It will be displayed in March and April.

Learning to play the violin at a young age led Sonya Gonzalez to painting
later in life. A native of San Antonio, her art is also influenced by the
Hispanic culture and nature. Her art was featured on the covers of
Showcase, the Minnesota Orchestra magazine, American Recorder,
SA Poet, Southwestern Musician, and the Music Educator’s National
Conference brochure. She has exhibited at the International Women’s
Juried Show in Miami, Beeville Art Museum, Viva Gallery, San Antonio Art
League and Museum, Carver Community Cultural Center, and numerous
others. She has done commissioned work for the Youth Orchestras of
San Antonio and the Opera Guild. Her mural, Cuentos de mi Vida was
installed by the San Antonio Public Library System at the Las Palmas
Branch Library. She has written and illustrated several children’s books,
one of which was purchased by the San Antonio Public Library System.
Her most recent book, Sunflower Sun has sunflower paintings with uplifting
affirmations from the Silent Unity Prayer Line.

How You Can Help CAM
Soles4Souls Shoe Drive
Did you know that there are 46.5 million people living in poverty here in the USA?
16.1 million are children. Your family's used/out grown shoes can give hope to a
family's future.
Bring your wearable used shoes to church during February and March to support
the Christian Assistance Ministries Shoe Drive. Help those who need a leg up to
get a job or to go to school. Shoes can be new or used and they can be dress or
every day. Children also require sports shoes and play shoes. Contact Carl Helser
with questions.
Volunteers Needed
CAM is in desperate need of volunteers to come and help the Downtown and Northwest locations. This is a great opportunity
for college students looking for service hours, or perhaps teens/tweens who like to give back to their community, church
groups, a team building activity with your coworkers, etc. Make it an outing with friends and/or family to volunteer together!
What better way to connect with each other than serving others in need. Here are the needs:
Downtown
• Wednesday afternoons, the 2nd and 4th of the month in our women's pantry
• Thursday mornings we need sorters and organizers
• The 4th Saturday of every month we need a group to help with our mobile shower program
Northwest
• Wednesday mornings we need intake/front desk workers
• Monday's we need sorters and organizers
If you're interested in serving, please contact Emily Kirtner at ekirtner@cam-sa.org or call 210-542-8975.

Women of the Word Fellowship
Mark your calendar for the next Women's Fellowship gathering (Potluck Brunch)
on Saturday, March 28, at UPC. Please RSVP to the church office.
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A Year’s Worth of Reading
Betsy Pasley, familiar to us as a writer, gifted organizer, nature lover, runner, and Session co-chair, is also a prolific reader.
Her essay below caught my eye while reading her Facebook page. I thought It deserved a broader audience for her
accomplishments, recommendations, and for the “truths” that Betsy reached through her reading. We invite you share with
us your reading lists, habits and “truths”/transformations you have gained through your reading. Enjoy!
“I’ve had fun perusing my friends’ end-of-year book lists. Now it’s my turn. In 2019 I read 49 ½ books. Usually I finish by
New Year’s Eve but I had no idea how long Little Women would be! So I’m rounding up to 50, totaling 11,141 pages.
The split was perfect: 25 fiction and 25 non-fiction, and included 4,160 pages (37%) of history in 12 of the 50 books.
(And yes, I have been tracking my books on a spreadsheet for several years.)

My favorite fiction books were “A Spark of Light” by Jodi Picoult, “Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens,
“Little Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng, “The Nickel Boys” by Colson Whitehead, and “News of the World” by Paulette Jiles.
In non-fiction, there were many thought-provoking works, like “Just Mercy” by Bryan Stevenson, “We the Corporations:
How American Businesses Won Their Civil Rights” by Adam Winkler and – my favorite – an updated and inclusive 800-page
U.S. history treasure by Jill LePore called “These Truths.”
I found myself diving into experiences of African-Americans (7 books), in addition to the fight for women’s voting rights and
Native Americans trying to hang onto their homelands. I may write more soon about my foray into U.S. history these past few
years, but have found two of my own “truths” as I digest these amazing stories.
First, at the moment of protest, practically nobody supports them. It took women more than 70 years to get the right to vote,
African-Americans more than (at least) a century for civil rights, and Native Americans are still fighting for their homelands.
And the marches against the Vietnam War were prescient for future wars (i.e. Iraq.) By the way, none of these diminish the
selfless, patriotic contributions of our military. I believe you can be pro-military and anti-war.
My second epiphany, as expressed best in “How to be an Antiracist” by Ibram X.
Kendi, is that these oppressed groups are not looking to exceed the rights of others;
they are just looking for the SAME rights. I know this is a difficult concept in this day
of “zero-sum,” “I win, you lose.” I feel when we only listen to the propaganda that
stokes fear in us privileged white Americans, we miss this point.
I will keep reading and trying to learn more about the world around me,
always trying to keep an open mind.”

Prayer Shawls
Knitting in Public is one method of community outreach.
The dynamic UPC Shawl Ministry Auxiliary meets every
Wednesday morning from 9-10 a.m. at Corner Bakery in the
Quarry. Diversity, fellowship, and welcome are our strong suits.
The Shawl Ministry also meets every month in CE-1 in the church
on the first Friday from 12-1 p.m. Our next meeting at UPC will be
Friday, March 6. Shawls and gender neutral lap robes are made
for those going through crisis, challenge or change. When you
select a shawl for someone you are holding in your heart, then you
become a part of this caring ministry. Shawls are given out after
the 11 a.m. service on the last Sunday of every month. They are
also available for pick up in the library during office hours.
Monetary donations are welcome to help buy yarn. Make checks
payable to UPC with “prayer shawls” on the memo line. Contact
Caryl Gaubatz at slothcloth413@gmail.com with questions.
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Solar Panels at UPC
One of the important ways that we individually and collectively can become better stewards of our Earth’s resources is to
reduce, reuse and recycle. We should all not only try to reduce the amount of items that we throw into our garbage bins and
the water that we use, but we should also reduce the amount of electricity that we consume and try to find less harmful ways
to generate the electricity that we do use.
UPC recently changed out all its electrical bulbs with LED lights because they consume significantly less electricity and last
significantly longer than incandescent bulbs. Next, the Facilities & Operations Committee working with the Earthcare
Taskforce wanted to figure out how to generate as much of the electricity that we consume from a source that will not add
more pollution to the air with every watt of electricity that we consume. Solar energy has become much more affordable as
the cost of solar panels has decreased while the efficiency of solar panels has increased. City Public Service (CPS), our
municipal electric company, would like to help people to move to solar energy production and offers significant rebates for
individuals and companies to take advantage of. According to CPS’ website, “Solar energy helps San Antonio in many ways,
including by combating global warming, reducing air pollution, strengthening the electric grid, and stabilizing energy costs for
residents. There are more than 1400 solar installations in the city, including solar on homes, businesses, municipal buildings,
community solar projects and utility-scale solar farms.”
The Session of UPC approved the project of installing 266 solar panels on a carport structure in our parking lot. The solar
panels will generate 97.09 kW of electricity which is the equivalent of 94% of the average electricity needs of the church.
This will decrease our average electricity bill from $1,596 to an average of $69 per month. The system cost is $198,064 less
a rebate of $42,500 for a contract value of $155,964. We currently have around $125,000 but need to raise about $30,000 so
we hit upon the idea of having a short-term congregational fundraiser during March and April to try to raise the remaining
funds.
Any donation or pledge amount is welcome; however, the Earthcare Taskforce
put together this funding chart to help inspire people to help:
Sponsor One Solar Panel
$585.00
Sponsor 1/2 Solar Panel
$292.50
Sponsor 1/4 Solar Panel
$146.25
Sponsor 50 Watts
$80.00
Sponsor 25 Watts
$40.00
Sponsor 1 Watt
$1.60
A bonus of installing the solar panels on a carport structure in our parking lot
is that we will not lose any parking spaces, yet we will gain some
covered parking for those hot summer days!

Session Highlights from February Meeting


The Session approved a motion made by Sandy Nicholson and from the Stewardship & Finance Committee to hold a
fundraiser to raise money for the purchase of solar panels. Donors could buy a solar panel for $585 or part of a solar
panel for less than that. If the fundraiser did not attain the goal of $30,000, that amount could be raised in other ways,
such as a low-interest loan from PC(USA). The remainder of the cost of the solar panel installation (over a car port to be
constructed in the main part of our parking lot) would be financed by the money from the Contingency Fund, from the
2019 budget surplus, from memorial funds, and from the projected savings in our utility bills in the last months of 2020.



The Session wanted to remind ushers, the elder helper, and parishioners to be mindful that aisles and walkways in the
sanctuary need to be kept clear in case there is an emergency.



The Session recognized Ben Henderson, Chair of the Facilities & Operations Committee, for all his hard work, including
his arranging the recent painting around the UPC campus.
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UPCC Featured at the Pre-K4SA Grant Showcase
In 2018, UPCC received a Pre-K4SA Competitive Grant for a two-year grant cycle with a focus on teacher education and
program enhancements. This March UPCC, along with the other childcare center, charter school and public school grant
recipients, will participate in the Pre-K4SA Grants Showcase at the Botanical Gardens. These are a few of the highlights and
photos that will appear on the poster for UPCC:
 Twelve staff attended Pre-K4SA Teacher Series, eight teachers participated in Wolf Trap Residency with coaching from
teaching artists, two teachers completed Music Together training, and nine staff attended national conferences. After each
professional learning opportunity, the teachers then provided training to the rest of the staff on the topics.
 Following the PrwK4SA Teacher Series, all teachers showed a significant increase in intentional teaching practices,
focused interactions, planned small group activities, and purposeful planning discussions with the children.
 Curriculum planning had an increased focus on the use of arts (music, creative movement, puppetry and storytelling)
following the Wolf Trap residency and the addition of class sets of musical instruments, puppets and wool story telling
props. In summarizing the benefit of the residency, parent and artist Katie Pace Halleran stated, “I know how important
it is for people, especially young children, to be exposed to the arts as a means of both expression and simply
experiencing joy.”
 The center had a significant increase in family engagement with a Wolf Trap Family Session and Nature at Night event for
families. During Nature at Night, the children had special “glowing” activities led by the teachers outdoors in the low light of
the evening while parents and grandparents listened to music by a Native American Musician and shared stories together.
 The grant funding helped with improvements to the safety and aesthetics of the preschool outdoor classroom that
included a shaded Gathering Area for planning with the children and story times, an improved Mud Kitchen and a set of
ramps and balls to enhance STEM learning outdoors.
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Interfaith Welcome Coalition - IWC
Items Needed
Since many asylum-seeking families cannot cross the border, IWC is now extending support to
shelters in Mexico, especially our nearby neighbor Nuevo Laredo, where asylum seekers must
linger in grave danger while they await court dates. Some of the most difficult needs to fill are
for are men, women, and children’s socks as well as undergarment for adults (men's S or M
boxers, women's XS, S, or M panties, any cup size bras in 32 or smaller chest size, and S or M
sports bras.) Of course, monetary donations are also helpful. Go to:
https://www.gofundme.com/f/el-buen-samaritano-migrante-shelters-mpp?
utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer&utm_campaign=p_na+sharesheet&rcid=cdd629840070468fa901f0af39281fce.
Translators Needed
Asylum Seekers must fill out forms which have questions in English. They can answer in their own language and have their
answers translated, then send the forms in online. With help from a GoFundMe campaign, several shelters are acquiring
computers and wireless service, and IWC has purchased a printer/scanner/fax for them. A few lawyers are able to assist and
assure that their responses represent them well, but the translation services are overwhelmed! This is a job volunteers can
do at home. If you has facility in Spanish, French, Portuguese, or any African language, please get in touch with our
partners, Sara Ramey at the Migrant Center for Human Rights (sara.ramey@migrantcenter.org) or Matt Lohmeier at Justice
for our Neighbors (matt@sarjfon.org.) They are IWC’s partner organizations most heavily involved in translating these
documents.

Interfaith Community Action Network - I/CAN
February was a busy month in I/CAN. Sixteen people attended Ramon Duran’s SoL Center class “The Beatitudes of
Matthew Chapter 5 and the Final Judgement in Matthew 25: Changing the Trajectory of Human History”. For two evenings
Ramon took us on a historical journey, revealing how what we do through I/CAN to restructure the character of socio-political
relationships is grounded in Scripture. During the I/CAN Executive Committee meeting at UPC on Feb. 18, we adopted a
final I/CAN logo, further discussed Sign Up and Take Charge,
and assigned members to arrange meetings with about 14
political candidates. Ramon announced that two more
churches have joined the I/CAN effort bringing our membership
to 18 institutions with two more showing interest. The next
Executive Committee meeting is scheduled for March 17 at
7 p.m. at True Vine Baptist Church. On Sunday February 23,
three people attended our second monthly UPC I/CAN House
meeting. Discussion focused on Sign Up and Take Charge and
the need to get our members trained. The next UPC I/CAN
House meeting is scheduled for March 22 at 12:15 p.m. in
CE4. Contact Nancy Campbell or Joseph Luedecke with
questions.
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Congregational News
We remember
Daylight Savings Time:
Set your clocks ahead
one hour
Sunday, March 8.

15-Kathy Cody Gallaway
16-Endalkachew Coetzee
16-Karen Smith
16-Barbara Warren
17-Ed Bondurant
19-Michelle Allgood Welker
21-Marian Edson
22-Jack Flanagan
22-Ruth Frederick
24-Jocelyn Miller
24-Karen Roe
25-Ron Tefteller
26-Ralph Fritz
27-Elinor Gingerich
28-Pamela Toman
30-Christian Carpenter
30-Aimee Jensen
31-Allison Esman
31-Lamont Wood

We mourn in the passing of fellow member:
Ruth Sheldon
A memorial service will be held on
Saturday, May 9, 2020, at 4 p.m.
We welcome these new members:
Devan and Shelton Aguilar-Mock
Melinda and Lamont Beckett
Dennis Griffin
Melissa Kirkpatrick
Finley McFarland
Christopher Ware
We celebrate this achievement:
Dhawn Martin was ordained as Minister of Word and Sacrament
in PC(USA) on Sunday, February 16, 2020.
We celebrate these birthdays:
1-Aaron Catlin
1-Laurel Cox
1-Consuelo Donahue
1-Janifer Meldrum
1-Laurie Sanders
2-Dhawn Martin
4-Courtney Anderson
4-Sara Holland
6-Barry Hubbard
7-Grace Toman
8-Catherine Bray
11-Larry Adamson
12-Kristen Addington
12-Hanna Kuykendall
12-John Rezentes
12-Lily Rodriguez
14-Robert Browning
14-Sally Smith

We celebrate these anniversaries:
12-Katy and Eddie Bravenec
16-Lois and Tom Heger
18-Betsy and Dave Pasley
25-Melinda and Lamont Beckett
25-Gail and Ben Plummer
26-Janifer Meldrum and Bud Eaton
27-Pamela and Troy Toman
Please note the following
staff vacation, staff leave or closing days:
Cindi: Mar. 6
UPCC Closed: Mar. 9-13
Anastasia: Mar. 9-13
Frank: Feb. 10-13
Join UPC’s Membership:
The Session of UPC meets to receive new members
on the second Sunday of each month
at 10:30am in the sanctuary.
Please contact the church office if you would like to join.

UPC’s History Project Needs Your Help
Do you have an interest in history? If so, you may be able to help a recently formed oral history project team.
UPC has a rich history, and this team is on a mission to capture memories of our 70-year journey
through personal interviews. The group has identified long-time members and topics
and is beginning to schedule these interviews, with plans to document and transcribe them for future use.

We could use your help!
Please contact Betsy Pasley at epasley@aol.com or Janifer Meldrum at janifermeldrum@icloud.com.
UPC March 2020—Page 14

Gifts & Memorials
UPC Memorial Fund in memory of Carolynn Cobbs
Stan Cobbs
Barry Hubbard
UPC Memorial Fund in memory of Ruth Sheldon
Thurman Adkins
UPC Special Funds in honor of Dhawn Martin
Linda Ireland
UPC Memorial Wall Inscription for Diane Olsen Hutchins
Sara and Will Holland
The SoL Center Fund
Lucy Huff
The SoL Center Fund in honor of Dhawn Martin
Marga Speicher
Gail and Ron Kipp
The SoL Center Fund in honor of Waheeda and Shaya Kara
Lynn and Samuel Stahl
Marcia Weser
Beth and Dries Coetzee

Loaves & Fishes
Loaves & Fishes is the first Sunday of each month with the items
collected rotating each quarter. and toothbrushes. Monetary
donations are also welcome. Please mark checks or envelopes
with “Loaves & Fishes.”
January – May – September
Toiletries needed are toilet paper, tissues, hand soap,
toothpaste, and toothbrushes.
February – June – October
Basic items needed are 2 lb. bags of sugar, 2 lb. bags of flour,
1 lb. cans of Crisco, 1 pt. bottles of vegetable oil, unsweetened
cereal, and oatmeal.
March – July – November
Canned items needed are soup, fruits,
veggies, meat, tuna, and peanut butter.
April – August – December
Baby supplies needed are diapers,
wipes, formula, cereal, and food.

The Multitude is published monthly to highlight the people
and ministries of the University Presbyterian Church.
Submit articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org
by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited.

Staff
Andries Coetzee
Pastor
Anastasia Bernal
Church Administrator
Allan Catlin
Facility & Event Steward
Cindi Catlin Gaskins
Director, Children’s Center
Dakota Kohfield
Director, Children’s & College Ministry
Mary Lowder
Organist
Dhawn Martin
Director, SoL Center
Keith Martinez
Director, Choral Music
Leroy Sebesta
Music Administrative Assistant
Maggie Sorrell
Director, Children’s Music
Frank Villalpando
Custodian
Vacant
Director, Youth Ministry
Session
Committee
Melissa Almsted Christian Education, Co-Chair (Children)
David Anderson
Stewardship & Finance, Co-Chair
Robert Browning Christian Education, Co-Chair (Adults)
Eva Dupertuis
Youth Elder
Terry Fried
Stewardship & Finance, Co-Chair
Devon Hile
Youth Elder
Keith Kendall
Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Hanna Kuykendall
Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Melinda Louden
Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair
Art Nicholson
Facilities & Operations and
Co-Clerk of Session
Dennis Richard
Welcome & Fellowship
Molly Roth
Facilities & Operations
Ariel Simpson
Personnel, Co-Chair
Sally Smith
Welcome & Fellowship
————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Ben Henderson
Sandy Nicholson
Betsy Pasley
Melissa Richard
Lou Williams
Tom Williams

Facilities & Operations, Chair
Church Treasurer
Co-Clerk of Session
Welcome & Fellowship, Chair
Personnel, Co-Chair
Worship & Arts, Co-Chair

Board of Deacons
Carol Brown
Margaret Cairnes
Bonnie Flake
Marlyn Gibbs
Paula Henderson
Linda Ireland
Karen Jensen
Gail Olsen
Carlos Rodriguez
David Sanders
Don Sheldon
Nancy Vaughan

Parish
Northwest Parish
Moderator
Northwood Parish
Windcrest Parish
Castle Hills North Parish
Northeast Parish
College Students, Secretary
Alamo Heights Parish
Fredericksburg Parish
University Parish
Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer
Olmos Parish, Vice-Moderator
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SA Presbyterian Cluster Habitat 2020
Build for Better!
The first day of the Habitat for Humanity Presbyterian Cluster 2020 build has come and gone. We started with an empty
slab, and ended with all walls (and porch beam) standing. Father and son were right there with us, building their dream of
home one nail at a time. It's not too late to get involved with this mission -- you could always donate (checks payable to
"Presbyterian Cluster Habitat, please), but volunteering is just as important. We will be building every Saturday from now
through April 4th, from 7:45 AM - 3:30 PM. Ages 14 and up are welcome, and youth 12 years and up can come lay down the
yard on dedication day (4/4). No building experience needed! You just need to sign up, so we know to expect you. Go to:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/sapres2020. We have different tasks for different days, so please see the build schedule
for more information. And, prayers are always needed - please see our weekly prayer schedule to follow the build, and be
with our Volunteers in spirit.

Holy Smoke -- Habitat doesn't end on dedication day!
All are invited to Holy Smoke, the Presbyterian Cluster's annual Habitat build benefit event, from 4:30-7:30 p.m. on Sunday,
May 3, at Covenant Presbyterian Church (211 Roleto Dr, 78213.) Join your Presbyterian neighbors for a night of food, fun,
music program, and raffle, all in support of next year's house build. Adult tickets are $10 in advance, $15 at the door, and
children 12 and under are free. See Leslie Ellison or Joseph Luedecke for more information. We hope to see you there!
A Prayer for Habitat Volunteers
Oh God, today, in this fast-paced world, bless the volunteers who slow down and deliberately share freely of your most
precious gift... time. As they hammer, paint, coordinate, schedule, feed, transport, help in the office, or just "show up" to do
what needs to be done. Lord, remind each volunteer that their love is making a real impact, that their work is making a
lasting difference. God, we thank you for all that You give to us. For shelter, friends, family, and food. And today, we
especially thank You for all of our volunteers and for all that they give to Habitat for Humanity of San Antonio.
Their compassion, their smiles, their hugs, their wisdom, their encouragement, their sweat, and their perseverance. And
tonight, Lord, when they close their eyes to rest -- let each of our volunteers be at peace, knowing they are shining Your light
through their service to others. Amen.
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