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Multitude 
300 Bushnell Ave • San Antonio, TX 78212-5334 • 210-732-9927 • www.upcsa.org • January 2020 

People and Ministries of University Presbyterian Church 

 

Revised Retreat Schedule 

 

WOMEN’S RETREAT REGISTRATION FORM ~ DUE JAN. 17 
 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Cell Phone: ___________________________________ E-mail: ______________________________________________________ 

Dietary Restrictions: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Special Needs/Concerns: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Registration Fee = $40 (cost includes meals and supplies.) 

Friday Only = $25 (includes dinner) ~ Saturday Only = $15 (includes breakfast) 

[  ] Yes, I’m interested in post retreat activity/debrief/wrap up session with lunch for $5 

*** No cancellations after Friday, Jan. 17, 2020 *** 

UPC ANNUAL WOMEN’S RETREAT 
Friday, Jan. 24, 2020 and Saturday, Jan. 25, 2020 

“(In Search of) A Heart of Wisdom” led by Jan Williams 
Episcopal Church of Reconciliation (8900 Starcrest Dr, 78217) 

So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. (Psalm 90:12) 
 

Our women’s retreat is fast approaching, and as we probe the Psalmist’s idea expressed above,  
we might be wise to gaze around us with the eyes of a child. To a young child, everything is new, everything mysterious,  

and the world is quite worthy of our thought and delight. When we see with new eyes,  
we may find ourselves wanting to express something of what we observe—through art, music, conversation, or the written word.  

 
The contemplative is the one who sees what is there. The uninhibited three-year-old, stopping with enthralled gaze  

to watch an insect or some activity in the street is also a contemplative. If we could recover that lost capacity to look,  
which we all once had, we might be able to penetrate to the heart of matters. 

–Elizabeth O’Connor, Cry Pain, Cry Hope  
 

We hope that many of you will join us for this time of retreat, conversation, and deepening friendship.  
 

Jan Williams has written for magazines ranging from Texas Monthly to The Saturday Evening Post. She has written eleven biographies,  
stories ranging from the narrow escape of a WWII combat cargo pilot to the advice of a major philanthropist on combining philanthropy and 
entrepreneurship. She believes the sharing of stories can be an important part of religious discipline, and she looks forward to hearing your 
stories at the women’s retreat. Jan is married to San Williams, a retired Presbyterian minister who served as interim pastor at UPCSA after 

Kelly Allen’s untimely death, and she and San became a committed part of the congregation during those months.  
They have a new grandbaby who lives in Santa Fe, so they also spend lots of time in New Mexico.  

Friday 
4:00pm – Optional Arrive Early/Free Time 

5:00pm – Gentle Yoga/Meditation 
6:00pm – Dinner and Meet-n-Greet 

7:30pm – Program 
9:00pm – End 

Saturday 
8:30am – Breakfast 

9:00am – Program & Art Activity 
12:00pm – Worship 

12:30pm – End 
1:00pm – Optional Lunch/Post Retreat Session 
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 Worship Information 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The Annual Congregational Meeting of University Presbyterian Church  

is called for Sunday, Feb. 2, 2020, at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 

The purposes of this meeting are to receive the committee reports,  
to review the annual budget, to elect officers,  

and to vote on the Pastor’s Terms of Call. 

January 5—2nd Sunday of Christmas 
Dries Coetzee, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

John 1:10-18 
 

8:30 a.m. Service Music 
Mary Lowder 

 
11:00 a.m. Service Music 

For Everyone Born by Shirley Erena Murry and Brian Mann 
Adult Choir 

 
Special Note 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 12—Baptism of the Lord 
Dries Coetzee preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

Matthew 3:13-17 
 

8:30 a.m. Service Music 
Mary Lowder 

 
11:00 a.m. Service Music 

Give Me Jesus arranged by Benjamin Harlan 
Adult Choir 

 
 

January 19—2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Ramon Duran, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

John 1:29-42 
 

8:30 a.m. Service Music 
Mary Lowder 

 
11:00 a.m. Service Music 

Amazing Grace arranged by Bruce Stevenson 
Adult Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January —3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Church members sharing perspectives/journeys/insights 

on Christian Discipleship. 
 

Scripture Reading 
Matthew 4:12-23 

 
8:30 a.m. Service Music 

Mary Lowder 
 

11:00 a.m. Service Music 
Motet, Ave Verum Corpus by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 

Adult Choir 



 

UPC January 2020—Page 3 

As we start a New Year, we do so amid the Season of Epiphany. These Sundays are bracketed by festivals that concern the 
identity of Jesus and highlight the themes of Christian vocation, discipleship, and community. 
 
For the year to come, we are planning to join our denomination in "A Year with Matthew" as we explore what it means to be a 
Matthew 25 Church. The Presbyterian Church (USA) Mission Agency wrote, "Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively 
engage in the world around us, so our faith comes alive, and we wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by this passage, 
both the 222nd and 223rd General Assemblies (2016 and 2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to act boldly and compassionately to 
serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned, or poor."  ... "By accepting the Matthew 25 invitation, you can help our 
denomination become a more relevant presence in the world. We recognize Christ's urgent call to be a church of action, 
where God's love, justice, and mercy shine forth and are contagious. And we rejoice how our re-energized faith can unite all 
Presbyterians for a common and holy purpose: our common identity to do mission."  
 
Throughout the year in worship and our Lenten Small Groups, we will focus on congregational vitality, structural racism, and 
systematic poverty through our study of the Gospel text as prescribed by the Revised Common Lectionary. This lectionary is 
composed of readings from the Bible focusing on the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke in a three-year cycle, making 
provision for the liturgical year with its pattern of observances of festivals and seasons.  
 
Beth and I will be in South Africa for two weeks for another of my nephews wedding on January 25 (hopefully the last for a 
while!). This time away is the downside of having a pastor whose entire family is in another country, in that family time is no 
quick trip. Thank you for your generosity in allowing me the time to be with my family for these special occasions.  
 
I am looking forward to being back with you for worship on Sunday, February 2, and for the Annual Meeting of the  
Congregation that same Sunday during the education hour, 9:30 - 10:30 a.m., in the Sanctuary.  
 
Blessings, 
Dries  

A Note From Dries 

As  in the past, we are looking forward to marching as a church  in the MLK March. 
The March, that starts at 10 a.m. at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Academy, is  
2.75 miles, travels up Martin Luther King Drive, and ends at Pittman Sullivan Park,  
all on the City's historic East Side. We will meet at the starting point at the  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Academy on Monday morning January 21.  
 
Hope you can join us!  
 

MLK March 
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The SoL Center 
(Source of Light) 

at University  
Presbyterian Church 

is an interfaith  
education center  

for those who seek  
to encounter the 
full dimensions  
of life and faith  

in the spirit  
of respectful curiosity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dhawn Martin, 

Director 
The SoL Center 

300 Bushnell Ave 
San Antonio, TX 78212 

210-732-9927 
solcenter@upcsa.org 

www.sourceoflightsa.org 

Upcoming Courses 
DreamWeek 2020 – Religion and Violence: It’s Complicated 
 
Panelists: Roger Barnes, Ph.D., Sajida Jalazai, Ph.D., Simran Singh, Ph.D., and Derick Wilson, D.Phil. 
Schedule/Tuition: Sunday, Jan. 12; 4-6:30 p.m.; Free  
(Reception 4:00pm-4:30pm; Discussion 4:30pm-6:30pm) 
 
Description: Join us for a discussion of the complexities involved when discussing and living the relationship  
between religion/faith and violence. We will explore, among other topics, the types of violence targeted at religious 
groups and the types of violence committed in the names of religious groups. 

Supernatural Beings in Islam: How Do We Coexist and Get Along? 
 
Instructor: Imam Mustafa Safak 
Schedule/Tuition: Monday, Jan. 27; 7-9 p.m.; $15 before Jan. 20, $20 after 
 
Description: Belief in supernatural beings is part of Islam. The term we find in the Qur’an is “Ghayb,” which refers 
to what the human eye cannot see. The Scripture describes true believers in the very beginning as “those who 
believe in the unseen” (Baqara 3). We will explore how humans and supernatural beings coexist, and how the 
unseen do and do not interact with the seen realm. 

From Problem to Gift to Transformation: Exploring the LGBTQ+ Spiritual Journey 
 
Instructor: Brian Halderman 
Schedule and Tuition: Tuesday, Jan. 28; 7-9 p.m.; $10 before Jan. 21, $15 after 
 
Description: LGBTQ+ people of faith struggle to integrate a faith tradition or spirituality that labels them as a  
problem with their experience of the Divine. Journey with LGBTQ+ individuals as they learn to embrace the  
problem and transform it into a gift. There will be a powerpoint/multimedia style presentation, interspersed with 
Q&A periods. We will also have individual and group reflection and conversation. 

The Beatitudes of Matthew Chapter 5 and the Final Judgment in Matthew 25: 
Changing the Trajectory of Human History 
 
Instructor: Ramon Duran 
Schedule/Tuition: Two Tuesdays, Feb. 4 and 11; 7-9 p.m.; $25 before Jan. 28, $30 after 
 
Description: The Beatitudes (Mt. 5) in Matthew's gospel represent the new covenant between God and humanity, 
wherein the believing community is called to be a sign of that covenant. In both the Beatitudes and the Final  
Judgment (Mt. 25), members of believing communities recognize that their call is not primarily to be good people, 
but specifically good people whose actions restructure the character of socio-political relationships. Thus, good 
people act in a transformative way in the unfolding of human history. 
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Treasurer’s Report 
Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges. Expenses have continued to be  lower than projected for the year so far. 
Our current surplus is $70,792, but we anticipate some higher expenses in the fourth quarter. We have a healthy balance in 
most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for a particular purpose. The overall balance in 
the special funds account  is $98,621. The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and has an operating budget of 
$33,500 and separate endowment accounts. The spring course catalog is out and registration has begun.  
 

In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, we also have Endowment Funds which are long term funds that 
help support UPC, The SoL Center, and the University Presbyterian Children's Center. The current market value of UPC 
Endowments is $600,178 and the book value is $409,773. The current market value of SoL Endowments is $126,107 and 
the book value is $97,436. Endowments are invested and only the earnings or a percentage of the current value may be 
used regularly. 
 

The Stewardship & Finance Committee 
put together the Planned Giving Program 
which allows you to designate gifts to the 
church in your will or financial plan to  
either general endowment or specific  
projects which you may want to support 
long term. Please let me know if you want 
more information. 
 
— Sandy Nicholson 

The current sound management team is sending out a call for volunteers. We need strong agile adults or older teens to 
“work” in the organ loft at the sound pódium during the second worship service. 
 

 Need to be committed to serving our congregation during second worship service, reporting 20-30 minutes 
prior to each service. 

 Can expect to have one to two months of duty depending on the number of members on the team. 
 Will be trained thoroughly by Tom Williams or Christian Carpenter and can count on the rest of the sound   

management team for help as needed.  
 Will receive the bulletin electronically each week from the church office  to review and prepare for Sunday.  

 
If you are interested, please contact Anastasia Bernal (upcsa@upcsa.org) and Cynthia T. Smith (cts5200@hotmail.com). 
You can also try it out and shadow a current team member for a Sunday or two to see if you want to be a part of this  
valuable worship ministry. 

Sound Management Team 

YTD Actual YTD Budget Difference Annual Budget

Revenues

     Pledge Income $415,653 $453,231 -$37,578 $494,434

     Reimbursements $64,352 $61,916 $2,436 $68,045

     Other $123,418 $49,779 $73,639 $54,349

Total Revenues $603,423 $564,926 $38,497 $616,828

Expenses

     Mission, Outreach & Justice $47,581 $49,150 $1,569 $57,225

     Stewardship & Finance $4,541 $4,679 $138 $4,741

     Personnnel $362,704 $369,474 $6,770 $404,587

     Christian Education $4,092 $6,254 $2,162 $6,550

     Worship & Arts $2,383 $7,058 $4,675 $7,700

     Facilities & Operations $104,424 $113,289 $8,865 $125,770

     Welcome & Fellowship $3,867 $4,583 $716 $5,000

     Session $3,038 $4,771 $1,733 $5,255

Total Expenses $532,630 $559,258 $26,628 $616,828

Net Total $70,793 $5,668 $65,125

Financial Report for October 2019 - Operating Budget
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1—NEW YEAR’S DAY 
All Facilities Closed—Holiday 
 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

2 
CC Closed—Holiday Break 
Limited  Church Staff 
(Dries) 
 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8:30 pm (4) 
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board) 

3 
CC Closed—Teacher Workday 
Limited  Church Staff 
(Anastasia  & Frank) 
 
11 am-1 pm (R) 
CC Staff Lunch 
12-1 pm (1) 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting  

4 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

 

5 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:30 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:30 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:30-10:30 am (CE and A) 
Sunday School 
10-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-1:30 pm (Y) 
Coffee Fellowship 
12:30-1:30pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Hearthstone 

6 
CC In-House Registration Begins 
 
12-2 pm (Of-Site) 
Staff Lunch—Paloma Blanca 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

7 
8:30-11:30 pm (S) 
CC Jensen Yamaha 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
7-8:30 pm (3) 
Sierra Club Youth Outdoors 
7:30-8:30 pm (R) 
HA Group Meeting 

8 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Music & Movement 
1-2:30 pm (3) 
Book Discussion Group 
6:30-8 pm 
Committee Meetings: CE(5),F&O(2), 
MOJ(3),S&F(A),W&F(1),W&A(4) 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

9 
10:15-11:15 am (S) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8:30 pm (S) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

10 
Payroll Due 
 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting  

11 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (4) 
AA Speaker Meeting 

12 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:30 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:30 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:30-10:30 am (CE and A) 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-1:30 pm (Y) 
Coffee Fellowship 
12:30-1 pm (S) 
Wedding Ceremony 
4-6:30 pm (R and S) 
SoL: DreamWeek 2020 
Religion & Violence 

13 
All Day (S and CE) 
Exterior Painting—Prep Work 
10-11 am (F) 
Artwork Take Down 
1:30-2:30 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8:30 pm (2) 
AA SMS Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (3) 
Personnel Committee Meeting 

14 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Music & Movement 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
7:30-8:30 pm (R) 
HA Group Meeting 

15 
12:30-2:30 pm (1) 
CC Accreditation Prep 
6:30-8 pm (3) 
Deacons Meeting 
6:30-8:30 pm (4) 
Session Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

16 
12-1 pm (A) 
PRO SA Meeting 
12:30-2 pm (3) 
CC Accreditation Support Group 
12:30-2:30 pm (1) 
CC Accreditation Prep 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8:30 pm (S) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

17 
Evening (Off-Site) 
Youth Group at Mo Ranch and 
College Group at Mo Ranch  
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

18 
All Day (S and R) 
Exterior Painting 
All Day (Off-Site) 
Youth Group at Mo and 
College Group at Mo  
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
10-11:30 am (F) 
Artwork Set Up 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

19 
Morning (Off-Site) 
Youth Group at Mo Ranch and 
College Group at Mo Ranch  
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:30 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:30 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:30-10:30 am (CE and A) 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-1:30 pm (Y) 
Coffee Fellowship 
12:15-1:30 pm (4) 
I/CAN House Meeting 
12:30-1:30pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Pestos 
2-4 pm (S and R) 
Medical Team Hospice 
Service & Reception 

20—MARTIN LUTHER KING JR DAY 
All Facilities Closed—Holiday 
 
Annual Meeting Reports Due 
 
All Day (S and R) 
Exterior Painting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

21 
CC Open Registration Begins 
 
All Day (S and R) 
Exterior Painting 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Music & Movement 
11:30 am-1 pm (3) 
CC Board Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
7:30-8:30 pm (R) 
HA Group Meeting 

22 
Multitude Deadline 
 
All Day (S and R) 
Exterior Painting 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Music & Movement 
12:30-2:30 pm (1) 
CC Accreditation Prep 
6-7:30 pm (3) 
Jewish Voice for Peace 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

23 
9-11 am (1) 
IWC Leader Meeting 
12-1:30 pm (P) 
Event at the Holt Center 
12:30-2:30 pm (1) 
CC Accreditation Prep 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8:30 pm (S) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

24 
11 am-1:30 pm (S and CE) 
Memorial Service and Reception 
6-9 pm (Off-Site) 
Women’s Retreat 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting  

25 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
8:30 am-12 pm 
(Off-Site) 
Women’s Retreat 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

26 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:30 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:30 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:30-10:30 am (CE and A) 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-1:30 pm (Y) 
Coffee Fellowship 
1-5:30 pm (4) 
CPR & 1ST Aid Training 

27 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
CC Registration Info Session 
12-1 pm (A) 
CC Registration Info Session 
1:30-2:30 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-8 pm (2) 
AA Grapevine Meeting 
6:30-8:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Women’s Book Group 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: Supernatural Beings in Islam 

28 
Payroll Due 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Music & Movement 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: Exploring the LGBTQ+  
Spiritual Journey 
7:30-8:30 pm (R) 
HA Group Meeting 

29 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Music & Movement 
12:30-2:30 pm (1) 
CC Accreditation Prep 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

30 
12:30-2:30 pm (1) 
CC Accreditation Prep 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8:30 pm (S) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

31 
All Day (R) 
Floor Cleaning 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting  

ROOM KEY 
N = Narthex 

S = Sanctuary 
R = Comm. Room 

K = Kitchen 
Y = Courtyard 

A = Library 
C = Conf. Room 

O = Pastor Office 
CC = CC  Rooms 
G = Gath. Place 
F = CE Forum 

1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7 
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Sunday School 
Sunday School for  
children and youth 
 is from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
(September to May). 
Youth will meet in CE 2, 
and Upper Elementary 
(2nd through 5th) in CE 7. 
 

Children—Children’s Church ***NEW*** 
During the Winter/Spring season, we are going to introduce a Children's Church time during the 11 a.m. worship service. 
Following the Children's Moments, children kinder and under are invited to meet our childcare provider in the Narthex to  
transition to Room 5 of the Children's Center for children's activities and childcare. This will replace the Sunday School time 
for our Pre-K/Kinder group normally held in CE #6 during the Sunday School hour. We are hoping this new time will keep the 
little ones excited about church and consolidate classroom time to make Sunday School as vibrant as possible for all ages! 
Childcare will be available during the Sunday school time for parents who wish to attend adult studies classes. 
 

Youth Group - Mo-Ranch 
The Youth Group is going to Midwinter Youth Conference @ Mo-Ranch, from Friday, Jan. 17 to Sunday, Jan. 19. Prayers for 
safe travels and that all have a meaningful time. 
 

Youth Group - Summer Mission Trip 
The youth group will be going to Waco, TX, from July 12-17. The theme of the Mission Trip is poverty and education. We will 
partner with local non-profits including charities exploring home repairs for low-income families, soup kitchen, clothing  
distribution center, and an elder care facility. Further, the mission trip will include fellowship, devotionals, Bible studies,  
games, and worship services. Please let the church office know by Tuesday, Jan. 28 if your youth wants to attend. 
 

College Group - Mo-Ranch 
College group will kick-off the Spring with a trip to Mo-Ranch, Friday, Jan. 17-Sunday, Jan.19. Prayers for safe travels and 
that all have a meaningful time.  

Children, Youth, and College Ministry 

UPCC Registration Time 
 

Registration for the 2020 summer program, SOIL: School Age Outdoor Investigational Learning,  
for rising-1st graders to 9-year olds, 

as well as for the 2020-2021 school year, 
for ages 7.5 month to 5-year olds, 

will open January 6 for church members  
and January 21 for the general public.  

 

Contact the school office (210-734-3035 or childrenscenter@upcsa.org) for registration forms.  
 

There will be two registration info sessions on January 27 at 8:30 a.m. and 12 p.m. in the church library. 
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Women’s Monday Night Book Group 
The book group will meet Monday evening January 27 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss Cave of Bones by 
Anne Hillerman. Our host will be Sandy Nicholson, with Joan Hildreth leading the discussion. 
Simply bring a salad to share and prepare for lively discussion, even if you have not read the book. 
Kindly notify Sandy if you plan to attend and if  you need directions to her home.  
 

Pease see the review from GOODREADS: 
New York Times bestselling author Anne Hillerman brings together modern mystery, Navajo  
traditions, and the evocative landscape of the desert Southwest in this intriguing entry in the 
Leaphorn, Chee, and Manuelito series. 
 

When Tribal Police Officer Bernadette Manuelito arrives to speak at an outdoor character-building 
program for at-risk teens, she discovers chaos. Annie, a young participant on a solo experience 
due back hours before, has just returned and is traumatized. Gently questioning the girl, Bernie 
learns that Annie stumbled upon a human skeleton on her trek. While everyone is relieved that 
Annie is back, they’re concerned about a beloved instructor who went out into the wilds of the  
rugged lava wilderness bordering Ramah Navajo Reservation to find the missing girl. The  
instructor vanished somewhere in the volcanic landscape known as El Malpais. In Navajo lore, the 

lava caves and tubes are believed to be the solidified blood of a terrible monster killed by superhuman twin warriors. 
 

Solving the twin mysteries will expose Bernie to the chilling face of human evil. The instructor’s disappearance mirrors a 
long-ago search that may be connected to a case in which the legendary Joe Leaphorn played a crucial role. But before 
Bernie can find the truth, an unexpected blizzard, a suspicious accidental drowning, and the arrival of a new FBI agent 
complicate the investigation. 
 

While Bernie searches for answers in her case, her husband, Sergeant Jim Chee juggles trouble closer to home. A  
vengeful man he sent to prison for domestic violence is back—and involved with Bernie’s sister Darleen. Their relationship 
creates a dilemma that puts Chee in uncomfortable emotional territory that challenges him as family man, a police officer, 
and as a one-time medicine man in training. 
 

Anne Hillerman takes us deep into the heart of the deserts, mountains, and forests of New Mexico and once again explores 
the lore and rituals of Navajo culture in this gripping entry in her atmospheric crime series. 

During our Earthcare meetings, we had prioritized lighting as something that could definitely be improved upon in our  
campus. Thanks to Ben Henderson and the Session, that dream has now come to fruition!  During the month of December, 
JSW Diversified replaced all our older style lightbulbs with LED lights. They replaced and repaired many fixtures and they 
even added motion sensors in areas that made sense. The lights are noticeably brighter, and the fluorescent lights no longer 
hum!  Probably the place that everyone will notice the biggest difference is in the sanctuary – we should all be able to read 
our bibles and hymnals more easily! I wanted to give a shout out to JSW Diversified as I am told that they were a real  
pleasure to work with so if you want to know more about them for your own home projects, ask Ben Henderson or me for 
their contact information. I will be monitoring UPC’s electrical consumption to see how we compare to past years and will 
share that with you all in a future Earthcare article. 
 

One further Earthcare action item last month was the one service without printed bulletins! We tried 
this out on Dec. 29 to see how it works for us with an eye towards finding ways to reduce our paper 
consumption and to be able to put this into our Earthcare application that we had had one service 
without a paper bulletin. The feedback that I got was that we should see if  
there are ways to offer the bulletin electronically for those  
that may want to use an electronic device on a regular 
basis. However, most people still want paper bulletins and 
children’s items. 
 

— Sandy Nicholson 

Let There Be Light! 
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Regular meetings are on the first Friday of each month from 12:00pm-1:00pm at UPC. Shawls and lap robes are distributed 
during the coffee fellowship following the second worship service on the last Sunday of each month. Shawls are loving  
prayers made visible, so if you know of someone who has experienced a loss, illness or other challenge, please consider 
taking them one. Shawls are in the library to access at any time. Contact Caryl Gaubatz at slothcloth413@gmail.com.  

Prayer Shawls 

God made man because He loves stories. - Elie Wiesel 
 
I am a fiber artist and surface designer whose work tells a story. The viewer  
may not readily perceive the story but will feel the authenticity  and interact  
on some level much more strongly than if the work were purely decorative.  
I start with white fabric and add color. The predominant technique employed  
is deconstructed screen-printing. 
 
My current focus is narrative garments  
where the wearer becomes a part  
of telling the story. Environmental and  
spiritual issues find their expression in my work. 
My intention is to produce exquisitely crafted  
soft sculpture that includes the body   
as its animating element. 
 
The artwork will be displayed through February 
and a reception is planned for Sunday, Feb. 2, 
following the second worship service. Come 
great the artist and hear about her display. 

Forum Artwork: A Retrospective by Caryl Gaubatz 

Kick off the New Year and MLK Day right! Work for justice in our community with the Interfaith Community Action Network 
(I/CAN). We will meet today, Jan. 19 at 12:15pm in CE #4 to set our first steps for 2020. Organizer Ramon Duran will join us. 
Come share your voice! Contact Nancy Campbell or Joseph Luedecke with questions.  

I/CAN House Meeting 
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 Congregational News 

Service of Ordination 
Dr. Dhawn B. Martin 

Sunday, Feb. 16, 2020 at 2 p.m. 
Reception to Follow 

We celebrate these birthdays: 
1-Yomira Rodriguez 

2-Arlene Aguilar 
3-David Williams 

5-Abel Garcia 
6-Miriam Ellison 
6-Bryan Grubbs 
6-Howard Hovde 
7-Cynthia Lyle 
8-Betty Fritz 

9-Dave Gaskins 
11-Bob Harris 

11-Frank Seaman 
13-Paula Henderson 

15-Francisco Mar 
16-Lois Heger 

18-Marlo Anderson 
18-Victoria Beaver 
18-Lorna Shinkle 
20-Dries Coetzee 

20-Miriam Martinez 
22-Carolyn Cobbs 
22-Shawn Curbow 
22-Patty Nicholson 
22-Andrew Wilson 

23-Katherine Martin-Owen 
25-Andrea Anthony 

26-Emly Harris 
28-Amy Shaw 

30-Marian Higgins 
31-Audrey Nicholson 

 
We celebrate these anniversaries: 

1-Molly Roth and Alfredo Villareal 
8-Bonnie and Bill Simons 

15-Carolyn and Don White 
22-Safira and Christian Carpenter 

28-Lenna and Ed Baxter 
 

Please note the following 
staff vacation, staff leave or closing days: 

UPCC Closed: Jan. 1-3 
All Facilities Closed: Jan. 1 and 20 

Dhawn: Jan. 10-11 
Dries: Jan. 16-29 
Cindi: Jan. 28-30 

Staff Thank You Notes: 
Thank you so much for the generous gift as its greatly  

appreciated! I am truly blessed to have been in ministry with 
such a loving, giving, and welcoming congregation!  

— Todd McGraw  
 

I want to thank the congregation for the Christmas bonus.  
It is a pleasure working with the UPC choir.  

— Leroy Sebesta  
 

I never cease to be in wonder at the generosity of this  
community. Thank you for all of the ways you give of yourselves 
to support the staff. What a privilege to serve God's mission of 

love, peace, and justice with you all!  
— Dhawn Martin  

 

Thank you for my generous Christmas bonus. I am truly blessed 
to be part of this loving community of faith.   

— Mary Lowder 
 

I continue to be amazed and deeply humbled by the immense 
support and tokens of encouragement the congregation offers to 

me as well as the Children’s Center staff and program.  
It is an honor to represent the church in the community as the 

director of the school and to travel with all of you on our spiritual 
journey on Sundays and daily during the work week.  

Thank you on so many levels.  
— Cindi Catlin Gaskins 

 

I am blessed beyond measure working this wonderful church. 
Thank you for recognizing all the hard work the entire staff does. 

— Anastasia Bernal 
 

Thank you for the Christmas bonus. It is greatly appreciated. 
— Frank Villalpando 

 

Thank you for recognizing the staff and music program. 
— Keith Martinez 

 

Thank you all for your support of the Children’s Music Ministry! 
— Maggie Sorrell 

 

Thank you so much for  the Christmas bonus. Beth and I are 
thankful for your love, care and generosity. It is an honor and 
privilege to serve you in ministry, and we are grateful to fulfill  

our calling with and among you. 
— Dries Coetzee 

 

Thank you for the bonus. It is nice to work on  
Sundays with this wonderful congregation. 

— Allan Catlin 
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UPC Special Donations in memory of Sandra Kurtin 
Lyn Belisle and Bill Kurtin 
Leannah Kurtin Fulmer 
Sabra Kurtin Mixon 
 
UPC Special Donations for Mission Outreach 
Dorothy and Tucker Gibson 
 
UPC Sue Adkins Choral Music Endowment 
Thurman Adkins 
 
UPC Music Fund in honor of Lou Williams 
Melissa and Dennis Richard 
 
UPC Cluster Habitat Fund in honor of Sarah Harvey 
Carol Brown 
 
UPC Sue Adkins Music Fund in memory of Sue Adkins 
Tamara and Timothy Apgar 
 
UPC Special Donations in honor of Carol Brown 
Mary and Wayne Brown 
 
SoL Center  Programing Fund 
Mary Dierolf 
Michelle Cox 

 

The Multitude is published monthly to highlight the people 

and ministries of the University Presbyterian Church.  

Submit articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org 

by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited. 
 

Staff 

Andries Coetzee                                                   Pastor 

Anastasia Bernal                     Church Administrator 

Allan Catlin        Facility & Event Steward 

Cindi Catlin Gaskins                  Director, Children’s Center 

Todd McGraw            Director, Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Mary Lowder                                  Organist 

Dhawn Martin              Director, SoL Center 

Keith Martinez                          Director, Choral Music 

Leroy Sebesta             Music Administrative Assistant 

Maggie Sorrell                     Director, Children’s Music 

Frank Villalpando                   Custodian 
 

Session                                       Committee 

Melissa Almsted   Christian Education, Co-Chair (Children) 

David Anderson              Stewardship & Finance, Chair 

Robert Browning  Christian Education, Co-Chair (Adults) 

Eva Dupertuis              Youth Elder 

Terry Fried           Stewardship & Finance 

Devon Hile              Youth Elder 

Keith Kendall   Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair 

Hanna Kuykendall       Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 

Melinda Louden   Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair 

Art Nicholson                            Facilities & Operations and 

                Co-Clerk of Session 

Dennis Richard           Welcome & Fellowship 

Molly Roth           Facilities & Operations 

Ariel Simpson               Personnel, Co-Chair 

Sally Smith          Welcome & Fellowship 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Ben Henderson              Facilities & Operations, Chair 

Sandy Nicholson                  Church Treasurer 

Betsy Pasley                Co-Clerk of Session 

Melissa Richard              Welcome & Fellowship, Chair 

Lou Williams               Personnel, Co-Chair 

Tom Williams             Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 
 

Board of Deacons         Parish 

Carol Brown       Northwest Parish 

Margaret Cairnes                       Moderator 

Bonnie Flake    Northwood Parish 

Marlyn Gibbs      Windcrest Parish  

Paula Henderson         Castle Hills North Parish 

Linda Ireland      Northeast Parish 

Karen Jensen                  College Students, Secretary 

Gail Olsen             Alamo Heights Parish 

Carlos Rodriguez                       Fredericksburg Parish 

David Sanders      University Parish 

Don Sheldon                 Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer 

Nancy Vaughan              Olmos Parish, Vice-Moderator 

Gifts & Memorials 

Loaves & Fishes 
Loaves & Fishes is the first Sunday of each month with the items 
collected rotating each quarter. and toothbrushes.  
Monetary donations are also welcome. Please mark checks or 
envelopes with “Loaves & Fishes.” 
 

January – May – September  
Toiletries needed are toilet paper, tissues, hand soap,  
toothpaste, and toothbrushes. 
 

February – June – October 
Basic items needed are 2 lb. bags of sugar, 2 lb. bags of flour,  
1 lb. cans of Crisco, 1 pt. bottles of vege-
table oil, unsweetened cereal, and oat-
meal.  
 

March – July – November 
Canned items needed are soup, fruits, 
veggies, meat, tuna, and peanut butter.  
 

April – August – December 
Baby supplies needed are diapers, wipes, 
formula, cereal, and food. 
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This month we've added quite a few books by contemporary scholars. The books by Walter Brueggemann are brief but rich 
in scripture and in thought on the seasons of the Christian year—Lent and Advent, as is the book on Advent by  
Amy-Jill Levine. Also, we've added Brueggemann's most recent book on the Prophets. In addition to these books we've  
purchased N.T. Wright's long awaited, and very large, book on the first Christians. We recommend that you read it in the 
library in chunks to start so that everyone has an opportunity to peruse it. The two art books, one on Bible illumination and 
one on the first Indian nations, are beautifully designed giving lots of information through graphics. Buona lettura!  
 
Books by Contemporary Theologians 
Walter Brueggemann 
 A Way Other Than Our Own—Devotions for Lent, Westminster John Knox Press, 2017 
 Celebrating Abundance—Devotions for Advent, Westminster John Knox Press, 2017 
 From Judgment to Hope—A Study on the Prophets, Westminster John Knox Press, 2019 
 
Amy-Jill Levine  
 Light of the World—A Beginner's Guide to Advent, Abingdon Press, 2019 
 
N. T. Wright and Michael F. Bird 
 The New Testament in Its World: An Introduction to the History,                                                                                              

Literature and Theology of the First Christians, Zondervan Academic, 2019 
 
Music, Art, Literature  
 The Bible Illuminated: How Art Brought the Bible to an Illiterate World by                   

Karen York, Ph.D. General Editor, Worthington Press, 2017  
 Atlas of Indian Nations by Anton Treuer, National Geographic, 2013                          

“From the Arctic Circle across the Great Plains to the eastern seaboard                   
National Geographic's stunning maps and unparalleled illustrations                             
bring all aspects of the North American Native experience to life.” 

New Books in the Library 

CPR / First Aid Training ***Revised Pricing*** 
UPC will hold a CPR and First Aid Training on Sunday, Jan. 26, from 1-5:30 p.m. The training is open to all; however, it is 
targeted for Ushers, Worship Leaders, Elders, Deacons, Committee Chairs and Members, Sunday School Teachers, and 
UPC / UPCC Staff. The cost of CPR Training is $25 and the cost of First Aid Training is $20. (The church has agreed to pay 
for half the price of the classes.) UPC is providing childcare and lunch as well. Scholarships also available. Please make 
checks payable to UPC, with “CPR/1st Aid” on the memo line. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

CPR / First Aid Training ~ Sign-up deadline is January 19, 2020 
 
Name ______________________________________________________________ Phone _________________________ 
 
Email ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
   _____ Sign me up for CPR Training ($25)  _____ Sign me up for First Aid Training ($20) 
 
     _____ Yes, I need childcare. Ages: ___________________ 


