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“Building Bridges:” what better metaphor to contemplate during Stewardship Season. 
 
Over the past year, the national dialogue has centered on all of the obstacles that divide  
our larger community and nation. The drumbeat of division challenges us personally  
as well as our community of faith. But just as bridges overcome obstacles, the UPC  
family helps bridge the gulf of injustice, suffering, and hate in our community.  
The keystone of this bridge is the love and stewardship of our congregation.  
 
From personal relationships to the greater community, there are many examples  
of the UPC family building bridges. First, under the leadership of our deacons,  
the generosity of the congregation in supporting each other in times of sickness  
or loss is constantly on display. 
 
The church campus itself is another example. There is not a night of the week  
that our building is not being used by a sister support or aid group. Our congregation’s commitment to environmental  
stewardship is evident in our approval to convert to LED lighting. Our campus also embodies our welcome statement as 
seen in our remodeling of the narthex restroom to be gender-neutral and ADA compliant.  
 
In regards to the greater community, the congregation continues to express itself through the University Presbyterian  
Children’s Center (UPCC), and the Source of Light (SoL) Center. We also support the Interfaith Welcome Coalition (IWC), 
Beacon Hill Academy, and Habitat for Humanity only to name a few.  
 
Sir Isaac Newton once said “We build too many walls and not enough bridges.” UPC continues to build bridges to this  
community, not putting up walls.  
 
During services on Nov. 3, the congregation will be asked during both worship services to complete and submit 2020 pledge 
cards (if not turned in already) recording a pledge of financial support which allows UPC to build future bridges. Regardless 
of membership status, all are invited to support UPC. Please see the pledge card below or you can also pledge online with 
our digital pledge card at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GT88FX7. Together, we can build a better community. 

Multitude 
300 Bushnell Ave • San Antonio, TX 78212-5334 • 210-732-9927 • www.upcsa.org • November 2019 

People and Ministries of University Presbyterian Church 

 

Stewardship Sunday is November 3 
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November 3—31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Stewardship Sunday 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
Luke 19:1-10 

 
8:30 a.m. Service Music 

Mary Lowder 
 

11:00 a.m. Service Music 
My Soul Cries Out To The Lord  

by Ally K. Albrecht and Jay Althouse  
Adult Choir 

 
Special Note: 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
celebrating All Saints Day. 

 
 
 

November 10—32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dhawn Martin, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

Psalm 98:1-9 
 

8:30 a.m. Service Music 
Mary Lowder 

 
11:00 a.m. Service Music 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand arranged by Roy Ringwald 
Adult Choir 

 
 
 
 

November 17—33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Native American Spirituality 

Randy Granger in Worship 
 

Scripture Reading 
Luke 21:5-19 

 
8:30 a.m. Service Music 

Mary Lowder 
 

11:00 a.m. Service Music 
In Thee, O Lord, Have I Trusted by Georg Friedrich Handel  

Adult Choir 
 
 
 

November 24—Christ the King Sunday 
Dries Coetzee, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

Luke 23:33-43 
 

8:30 a.m. Service Music 
Mary Lowder 

 
11:00 a.m. Service Music 

TBD 
Adult Choir 

 
 

Worship Information 
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November starts with All Saints Sunday. On Sunday, the third, you are invited to bring pictures of loved ones who are gone 
but not forgotten. Before worship, we will gather the pictures and display them around the sanctuary, symbolizing the great 
cloud of witnesses who have gone before us. We will also make our Stewardship Commitment for the year during worship as 
we sustain UPC's caring and prophetic voice in our larger community and beyond.  
 

Another highlight this month is having Randy Granger as guest worship leader on Sunday, Nov. 17. Randy is a Native  
American spiritual leader, as well as a musician and storyteller. He lives in Las Cruces along the Rio Grande River in  
southern New Mexico.  
 

This year Thanksgiving is late and falls over the first weekend of Advent, Dec. 1. For this reason, our UPC Alternative Gift 
Market will be on Sunday, Dec. 8. Plan now to attend a meaningful day of worship with our children and make a difference 
by purchasing gifts at the craft fair and supporting local and international non-profits. 
 

Blessings as we enter this month of Thanksgiving, 
Dries 

A Note From Dries 

Recently, I was honored to represent University Presbyterian Church as a Ruling Elder 
at the installation of the Rev. Alex Serna-Wallender as Trinity University’s new  
Chaplain. Along with University administrators, Trinity students of many faiths, and 
Presbyterian leaders from across the country, I participated in the ceremony held on 
Sunday, September 22 in the Parker Chapel by leading a prayer for Trinity University. 
 

As UPC elder, a Trinity alumna, and former long-time staff member at Trinity, my  
participation, for Alex, represented the deep ties our two communities share. “UPC was 
born out of the Trinity community, I wanted to honor the legacy of this connection and 
my intention to steward an ecumenical partnership and relationship,” Alex said when 
describing the planning for the installation.  
 

An ordained Presbyterian minister, Alex earned his master’s degree of divinity from 
Princeton Theological Seminary, which led him to Columbia University as a religious life 
fellow and then to the College of Wooster as Director of Religious and  
Spiritual life. 

 

At Wooster, he crossed paths with Pastor Dries Coetzee, who served on the search committee that brought Alex to that post. 
Alex says they became dear friends at Wooster, and that they were among the first to know that Dries was considering the 
call to University Presbyterian Church. “My wife and I were thrilled for him, and sort of jealous that he’d be in San Antonio 
and joining the UPC community,” Alex said. It was Dries’ move to UPC and San Antonio that stirred a return to the Trinity 
campus as a possible goal. “Maybe one day, we’ll be back here as well,” he said. 
 

As an undergraduate student, Alex worshiped at UPC and then became involved in community service in the San Antonio 
area that was an outgrowth of his Urban Studies program at Trinity. He met his wife, Elena, while participating in a Chapel 
community service initiative called “The Plunge.” Alex says returning to San Antonio and Trinity, “feels like coming home.” 
Look for Alex and Elena at UPC, where he says they attend most weeks.  
 

New Trinity Chaplain Appreciates Ties to UPC  



UPC November 2019—Page 4 

 

 
The SoL Center 
(Source of Light) 

at University  
Presbyterian Church 

is an interfaith  
education center  

for those who seek  
to encounter the 
full dimensions  
of life and faith  

in the spirit  
of respectful curiosity.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dhawn Martin, 

Director 
The SoL Center 

300 Bushnell Ave 
San Antonio, TX 78212 

210-732-9927 
solcenter@upcsa.org 

www.sourceoflightsa.org 

Fall 2019 Courses 
Visit https://sourceoflightsa.org/classes-and-events for information on these upcoming classes. 
 

Intercultural Book Study with Sibi Aydelott 
Four Tuesdays, Oct. 29, Nov. 5, 12, and 19; 10:30 a.m.-12 noon; $45 
Explore the topics of race and justice as depicted in three novels and a movie. We will  
read and discuss Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult, The Dry Grass of August by  
Anna Jean Mayhew, and The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. We will also watch the  
movie The Hate U Give during the last class. 
 

LGBTQ+ and Spirituality Panel  
with Maria Louisa Cesar, DeAnne Cuellar, Rev. Dr. William H. Knight, and Miguel Ochoa 
Monday, Nov. 4; 7-9 p.m.; free tuition, register by Oct. 28 
Members of this panel will discuss the gifts and challenges of living a life of faith and   
spirituality as LGBTQ+ persons and community. We will share stories and explore  
what it means to create communities of respect that honors diverse expressions of faith. 
 

Holocaust Memorial Museum of San Antonio: Tour and Discussion 
Wednesday, Nov. 6; 10:30 a.m. - 12 Noon; free tuition; register by Oct. 30 
Location: The Holocaust Memorial Museum of San Antonio (HMMSA)  
(12500 NW Military Hwy, San Antonio, TX 78231) 
Join the HMMSA for a thought-provoking journey through an increasingly relevant history. The guided tour  
will include survivor testimony. “The Holocaust Memorial Museum of San Antonio is dedicated to educating  
our community about the dangers of hatred, prejudice, and apathy” (http://hmmsa.org/). 
 

Enneagram Workshop II with Beth Mueller and Rob Mueller 
Saturday, Nov. 16; 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.; $45; Enroll by Nov. 8 
The Enneagram is a dynamic system for understanding ourselves (and others).  
Unlike many personality models, the Enneagram leads us to deep self-awareness and personal  
transformation. The Enneagram doesn't put us in a box, but helps us see the box we already inhabit (and 
offers ways to get out)! The nine ways of experiencing the world, as articulated by the Enneagram, help us 
live beyond our default reactions and behaviors, in order to engage the world (and ourselves!) with more 
compassion. In Enneagram II, participants explore additional groupings within the system, for example, the 
Harmony Triad, Harmonic groups, and subtypes based on instinctual biases. The workshop will further  
examine the workings of personality and ego and how they inform our unconscious behavior.  
The workshop illustrates how to integrate Enneagram wisdom into life. Lunch included. 
 

The Gospel of Peter with Ruben Dupertuis, Ph.D. 
Three Mondays, Dec. 2, 9, and 16; 7-9 p.m.; $35 before Nov. 25, $40 after 
We’ll take a close look at the Gospel of Peter and examine its place in the context of diverse forms 
of Christianity in the 2nd century. Scholarly attention to the Gospel of Peter, discovered in 1887 in the tomb 
of an 11th century monk, has largely focused on the miraculous resurrection scene and on the differences 
between this text and the gospels now found in the New Testament canon. Scholars had known that a gospel 
attributed to Peter circulated in the 2nd century. This manuscript of about four pages describing part of Jesus’ 
trial, his crucifixion, and his resurrection is today our only extant copy. Does this text have more to tell us? 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Green ‘19—Fall Festival: A Three Sisters Celebration 
Sunday, Nov. 17; 4:30-6:30 p.m.; $5; Register by Nov. 10 
(Free tuition with 4 cans of food brought to donate to the SA Food Bank.) 
Location: Eco Centro, 1802 N. Main Ave, San Antonio, TX 78212  
There is so much to celebrate in November! Join us for Autumn-fun during Native American Heritage Month. 
At this family-friendly event, we will learn more about Native American wisdom, decorate pumpkins, and meet 
the “three sisters”—corns, beans, and squash—and explore their importance to sustainable agriculture.  
Enjoy story-telling, music, activities, and snacks. We will also be joined by Native American musician and 
spiritual leader Randy Granger (https://www.randygranger.net/). 
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Hear Ye! Hear Ye! This is a call to all the Arts and Crafts folks of UPC. In conjunction with the 
Alternative Gift Market, we will have a Craft Fair and you are invited to sell your works to other 
admiring UPCers and visitors. We ask that 20% of the sales price go toward the AGM.  

 

So, get out your paint brushes, cameras, jewelry tools, clay, knives, saws, paper, glue, or whatever you use, and let us enjoy 
your talent during the holiday season! The Fair and Market will take place on Dec. 8 from 9-11 a.m. and again from 12-1 p.m. 
To sign-up or if you have questions, please contact Janice Zitelman at 830-285-1535 or janzit09@gmail.com. Deadline to 
register will be Nov. 24. 

Forum Artwork 
The current art exhibit being displayed through mid-November in the CE Building is by Jacqueline Claire, an artist driven to 
uplift her community and bring people together through her paintings. She devotes her life and career to exploring the role of 
art and faith in elevating audiences, encouraging them to access mystical realities. 
 

Jacqueline coined the term “Spiritual Realism” to describe her work as a visual artist. Spiritual Realism describes her own 
deep connection to the inner forces that guide her creative process. The exploration of Spiritual Realism in Jacqueline’s work 
focuses on humanity’s divine purpose, and our ability as individuals to reflect and refine how this manifests in material reality. 
 

Her art is connected to her own expression of spirituality, sometimes inspired directly  
by the writings of the Baha’i Faith. Painting has become a means of meditation and  
prayer for Jacqueline and she hopes that spirit ignites the same sense of  
connection, joy, and empowerment in her viewers. 
 

Jacqueline invites you to visit www.JacquelineClaireArt.com  
to see and read more, and to stay in touch by connecting on  
Facebook, Instagram and Patreon @JacquelineClaireArt. 

Alternative Gift Market—Save the Date 
Save the date for Sunday, December 8, as UPC  
will hold its 30th annual Alternative Gift Market and 
Craft Fair. Come to the Center for Education from 
9-11 a.m. and again from 12-1 p.m. to enjoy the 
opportunity to get your Christmas Shopping done 
and to contribute to worthy causes at the same time!  
The Alternative Gift is a meaningful gift that will help someone in need. Please visit https://alternativegifts.org to read about 
AGI and all the ways you can contribute. 
 

This year’s catalog is full of inspiring gift choices that you can see at https://alternativegifts.org/giving/gifting/catalog. Your 
choices include a Donkey Mobile Library, Safe Birthing Kits, and Literacy and Leadership for Girls. You can also pick up your 
catalog and order form in the Narthex or in the church office after Nov. 8. Simply fill out the order form and return it at the 
time of the Alternative Gift Market on Dec. 8, or turn in the order sheet to the church office on or before Dec. 15. 
 

Taking place alongside the Alternative Gift Market will be the Craft Fair, yet another way to purchase a gift that will directly 
help someone in need. This year the Craft Fair merchandise will come from a variety of sources including some of our very 
own UPC talent. Members will be offering their own creations for sale with a percentage of the purchase going to the UPC 
AGM Overhead. (See below.) Additionally, Prayer Flags made by members of our congregation benefitting the Interfaith 
Welcome Coalition will be available for purchase.  
 

This year is the 30th Anniversary of the AGM at UPC!! We look forward to seeing you on December 8! 

Artists and Crafters Wanted 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

ROOM KEY 
N = Narthex 

S = Sanctuary 
R = Comm. Room 

K = Kitchen 
Y = Courtyard 

A = Library 
C = Conf. Room 

O = Pastor Office 
CC = CC  Rooms 
G = Gath. Place 
F = CE Forum 

1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7 

1 
All Day (R) 
CC Book Fair Set Up 
9-11 am (Outdoors) 
CC Fall Festival 
12-1 pm (1) 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 
1-2:30 pm (3) 
CC Staff Meeting 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting  

2 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (4) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

 

3—DAYLIGHT SAVINGS 
CC Book Fair 
 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:30 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:30 am (S) 
Children’s Choir 
9:30-10:30 am (CE and A) 
Sunday School 
10-11 am (S) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (Y) 
Coffee Fellowship 
12:15-1:15 pm (4) 
College Group 
12:30-1:30 pm (1) 
Nominating Committee Meeting 
12:30-1:30pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Los Barios 

4 
CC Book Fair 
 
10-11:30 am (S) 
CC Storyteller 
11 am-12:30 pm (A) 
CC Wolf Trap—Room 7 
11:30 am-1 pm (1) 
SACRD Board Meeting 
12-2 pm (4) 
Staff Lunch (Frank) 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: LGBTQ+ and Spirituality Panel 

5 
CC Book Fair 
 
10:30 am-12 pm (1) 
SoL: Intercultural Book Study 
11 am-12:30 pm (A) 
CC Wolf Trap—Room 4 
11 am-12:30 pm (4) 
CC PreK 4 SA Meeting  
1-1:30, 1:30-2, 2-2:30 pm (A) 
Staff Insurance Meetings 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
7-8:30 pm (3) 
Sierra Club Youth Outdoors 

6 
CC Book Fair 
 
10-11:30 am (A) 
Financial Review Meeting 
10:15-11:15 am (G or CC) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
10:30 am-12 pm (Off-Site) 
SoL: Holocaust Museum Tour 
11 am-12:15 pm (S and G) 
CC Wolf Trap Parent Info Session 
and Brown Bag Lunch 
3:30-6 pm (A) 
Aflac Insurance Meetings 
6:30-8 pm 
Committee Meetings: CE(5),F&O(2), 
MOJ(3),S&F(A),W&F(1),W&A(4) 
7-8 pm (S) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

7 
CC Book Fair 
 
1:30-3 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8:30 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
7-9 pm (4) 
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board) 

8 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting  
4 pm-Overnight (Off-Site) 
College Group Hiking Trip 

9 
Overnight-8 pm 
(Off-Site) 
College Group  
Hiking Trip 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (4) 
AA Speaker Meeting 

10 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:30 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:30 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:30-10:30 am (CE and A) 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (Y) 
Coffee Fellowship 
12:15-1:15 pm (S) 
UPC Safety Listening Session 
12:30-1 pm (R) 
Behavioral Management Class 
(Sunday School Teachers) 

11 
10 am-12:30 pm (K) 
CC Room 3 Family Feast 
11 am-12:30 pm (A) 
CC Wolf Trap—Room 7 
1:30-2:30 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

12 
10 am-12:30 pm (K) 
CC Room 5 Family Feast 
10:30 am-12 pm (1) 
SoL: Intercultural Book Study 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 

13 
Payroll Due 
 
10 am-4:30 pm (1) 
Thai Massage Class 
11 am-12:30 pm (A) 
CC Wolf Trap—Room 7 
1-2:30 pm (3) 
Book Discussion Group 
6:30-8 pm (1) 
Deacons Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

14 
10 am-12:30 pm (K, G and R) 
CC Room 7 Family Feast 
10 am-4:30 pm (1) 
Thai Massage Class 
12-1 pm (A) 
PRO SA Meeting 
12:30-2 pm (3) 
CC Accreditation Support Group 
(2-2:30 pm Small Group) 
1:30-3 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8:30 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

15 
4:30-7:30 pm (CE and G) 
CC Nature at Night 
8-9 pm (A) 
AA Group Meeting  

16 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
10 am-4 pm (4) 
SoL: Enneagram II 
10 am-4 pm (P) 
Backup Parking for 
Monte Vista Home Tour 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

17 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:30 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:30 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:30-10:30 am (CE and A) 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (Y) 
Coffee Fellowship 
12:15-1:15 pm (R) 
College Group 
12:30-1:30pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Hearthstone 
4:30-6:30 pm (Off-Site) 
SoL Green ‘19 Fall Festival 

18 
1:30-2:30 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

19 
10:30 am-12 pm (1) 
SoL: Intercultural Book Study 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6-8 p.m. (Off-Site) 
WoW Event at The Bushnell 

20 
Multitude Deadline 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Music & Movement 
10 am-4:30 pm (1) 
Thai Massage Class 
10:15-11:15 am (S) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
6:30-8 pm (4) 
Session Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

21 
9-11 am (3) 
IWC Leader Meeting 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Music & Movement 
10 am-12:30 pm (K and R) 
CC Room 4 Family Feast 
10 am-4:30 pm (1) 
Thai Massage Class 
12-1 pm (P) 
Event at Holt Center 
1:30-3 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
4:30-5:30 pm (4) 
SoL Program Committee 
5:30-6:30 pm (4) 
SoL Board Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8:30 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

22 
All Day (R) 
Floor Cleaning 
10 am-12:30 pm (K) 
CC Room 2 Family Feast 
6-8 pm (Off-Site) 
Guess Who’s Coming 
for Appetizers 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting  

23 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

24 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:30 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:30 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:30-10:30 am (CE and A) 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (Y) 
Coffee Fellowship 

25 
Payroll Due 
 
1:30-2:30 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (2) 
AA Grapevine Meeting 
6:30-8:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Women’s Book Group 

26 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 

27 
CC Closed—Teacher Workday 
Church Office Closed at 12 Noon 
 
6-7:30 pm (3) 
Jewish Voice for Peace 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

28—THANKSGIVING DAY 
All Facilities Closed 
 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

29—THANKSGIVING FRIDAY 
All Facilities Closed 
 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting  

30 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 
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Sunday School 
Sunday School for  
children and youth 
 is from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
(September to May). 
Youth will meet in CE 2, 
Lower Elementary  
(Ages 3 to 1st grade) in CE 6, and Upper Elementary (2nd through 5th) in CE 7. 
 

Children—Halloween Party 
On Sunday, Nov. 3 we are having a Halloween Party for children during Sunday School. Dare to dress up in your costume!  
 

Youth—Star Wars/Lock-In 
The youth group is having a  lock-In at UPC on  Friday, Dec. 20, 9 p.m. to Saturday, Dec. 21, 8 a.m. We plan on watching 
Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker to start off the lock-in. The cost of the movie will be $10 to cover the cost of the movie 
tickets. UPC will cover the food after the movie and the rest of the lock-in. Please let Todd know if your youth plans on  
attending and if you need UPC to cover the cost of the movie. 
 

Youth—Mo Ranch 
The youth group is going to Midwinter Youth Conference @ Mo-Ranch, from Friday, Jan. 17 to Sunday, Jan. 19. This annual 
event will include fellowship, devotionals, Bible Study, games, and all the amenities provided by Mo! The deadline to register 
is Sunday, Dec. 1. Cost is $160 and scholarships are available. Please let Todd know if you can attend.  
 

College—Hiking Trip 
Our college group is going on a cabin and hiking Trip to Concan, TX on Friday, Nov. 7 to Saturday, Nov. 8. We will be going 
on the trip with Forest Hills Presbyterian Church. The trip includes a hike to a state park, fellowship, games and devotionals! 
Please inform Todd if you plan to attend.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children and youth had fun at Parents Night Out on Oct. 4.     The College Group had food and fellowship  
                          following worship on Sunday, Oct. 6. 

Children, Youth, and College Ministry 

The regular meeting of the UPC Shawl Ministry is the first Friday of every month in CE #1. The weekly Wednesday morning 
Shawl Ministry Auxiliary meets at the Corner Bakery in the Quarry Market from 7:30-9 a.m. New members are eagerly 
sought and warmly welcomed. One Sunday each month, shawls will be made available in the Narthex after  
the second worship service. During the rest of the month, shawls may be found in the UPC library.  
You are encouraged to sign out a shawl or lap robe for anyone who is facing a crisis, challenge,  
or change. For further information, please contact Caryl Gaubatz at 210-651-0208 or 
slothcloth413@gmail.com. 

Prayer Shawls 
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A very fun evening was had at the first ever UPC WoW Bunco Night on Sept. 9. About 24 ladies came, shared a meal, and 
then got busy playing the fabulous dice game. 
 

Our next event will be a Spark Joy Gift Exchange on Tuesday, Nov. 19, 6-8 p.m. at The Bushnell. Bring an item that once 
brought you joy that doesn’t anymore that might bring joy to someone else for a fun gift exchange game. You can also  
purchase a joyous gift ($20-$30.) Bring your favorite finger food and drink to share. Please RSVP to the church office by  
Nov. 14. All are welcome—the more the merrier! If you need a ride or assistance traveling from the UPC parking lot to the 
rooftop of The Bushnell, please let the church office know.  

WOW (Women of the Word) Events 



 

UPC November 2019—Page 9 

During our Earthcare meeting on Sept. 29, we decided that it 
would be nice to bring more native plants to our campus.  
We selected our next project to be to scatter wildflower seeds in  
a spot where all could enjoy. After discussing options, we select-
ed a small bed in the parking lot near so that church members 
and school families could enjoy the wildflowers next spring.  
 
On World Communion Sunday, Oct. 7, one of the activities that 
was offered during the Sunday School hour was weeding,  
scattering seeds, stomping the seeds into the ground and  
watering them in. People of all ages helped out and we look  
forward to seeing what happens in the spring! 

The Flowers that Bloom in the Spring 

Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges and to those new members and visitors who joined. Expenses have  
continued to be  lower than projected for the year so far. Our current surplus is $70,618, but we anticipate some higher  
expenses in the fourth quarter.  
 

We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for a particular 
purpose. The overall balance in the special funds account  is $106,144. IWC is now kept completely separately and is now 
its own 501c3. The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and has an operating budget of $33,500and separate  
endowment accounts. The fall course offerings are available for enrollment. They recently held the fall fundraiser which 
raised $12,699. 

 

In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, we also 
have Endowment Funds which  are long term funds that help  
support UPC, The SoL Center, and the University Presbyterian 
Children's Center. The current market value of UPC Endowments 
is $594,182 and the book value is $409,774. The current market 
value of SoL Endowments is $124,798 and the book value is 
$97,436. Endowments are invested and only the earnings or a 
percentage of the current value may be used regularly. The S&F 
Committee is responsible for the Planned Giving Program which 
allows you to designate gifts to the church in your will or financial 
plan to either general endowment or specific projects which you 
may want to support long term. Please let me know  
if you want more information. 
 

—Sandy Nicholson 

Treasurer’s Report 
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On Nov. 25 at 6:30 p.m., the UPC Women’s Book Group will gather at the home of Marian Higgins to discuss “The Rosie 
Result” by Graeme Simsion. Moderating will be Patti Jewett. Everyone's welcome, even if you have not read the book 
yet!  Simply bring a salad to share and prepare for a lively discussion. Kindly notify Marian if you plan to attend. 
 

— Robin Raquet 
 

Here is a KIRKUS review: 
Raising a preteen turns Don Tillman’s whole life around in this finale to the well-loved  
Rosie Trilogy (The Rosie Effect, 2014, etc.) 
 

Time has passed since readers last saw the Tillman family. Don, Rosie, and Hudson have 
packed up and moved back to Australia after Rosie was offered a dream job. Hudson, who 
has the same analytical mind as his father, is unhappy about leaving New York and has 
trouble fitting in at his new school. Don, back in his position at the university, is also in  
trouble after a class exercise goes viral for all the wrong reasons. At a turning point,  
Don decides to leave his job and devote himself to one thing: The Hudson Project. As Don 
finds himself wrapped up in many different issues, from developing a cocktail bar to dealing 
with school and other parents to his relationship with his own father, he discovers that  
maybe things aren’t as bad as he feared. Having an 11-year time jump between the last 
book and this one is a risky choice by Simsion (Two Steps Forward, 2018, etc.); on the one 
hand, it lets him explore Don's life as a father, but on the other, there are strange moments 
when Don encounters people he hasn’t spoken to in more than a decade who remember 
their last conversation instantaneously. All of Don and Rosie's memorable friends make 
reappearances, and there are some new acquaintances who push the couple to explore 

their parenting choices. This book has a much heavier focus on autism than the previous two, with Don and Rosie struggling 
over whether to have Hudson tested, and also some darker themes. It’s still very much a charmer, however, with everything 
coming to a proper close. 
 

A fitting end to this delightful trilogy that doesn’t pull punches. 

Women’s Monday Night Book Group 

I/CAN  is all about building a constituency of people willing to work with each other to resolve each other’s issues.  
By establishing relationships within our congregation and with our neighbors to identify issues of common concern, and  
develop strategies to resolve these issues, we can work with our elected officials to enact appropriate public policies.  
 

Issues recently identified by the member delegations (faith-based organizations- churches, synagogues, mosques, etc.)  
are related to Housing, Infrastructure, Fire Arm Safety, Health Care, Earth Care/Climate Change, and Immigration.  
 

Members of UPC will have two opportunities in November to participate in building internal and external relationships and 
contributing to the work of I/CAN. You are invited us to sign up for the Interfaith Small Group Conversation which will occur 
on Wednesday, Nov. 13 from 7 - 8:30 p.m. among the members of University Presbyterian, Abiding Presence, True Vine, 
and Raindrop. The location of this conversation will be at St Paul’s Episcopal Church (1018 E Grayson St, 78208.) To sign 
up, please contact Nancy Campbell (845-705-0977 or nac0981@gmail.com).  
 

On Wednesday, Nov. 20 the 15 I/CAN member congregations will gather  
for an Assembly at Reconciliation Episcopal Church from 7 - 8:30 p.m.  
to share our identified issues and commit to working together for  
resolution. We are in the process of recruiting at least 10 members  
from each congregation will attend. Sign-up procedures for this will be  
announced at the Nov. 13 Small Group Conversation and posted in  
Sunday Bulletins and weekly In-Touch emails. In the meantime,  
you can contact Nancy Campbell (845-705-0977 or nac0981@gmail.com).  
Please join us. 

Interfaith Community Action Network (I/CAN) 
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In October/November, the UPC nominating committee will be reviewing candidates for the next 
class of Deacons and Elders who will be approved by the congregation and begin their terms in 
June 2020. It is a privilege to serve in these positions to further the UPC welcome statement and 
mission and to deepen our bonds of love and friendship through work and action together as a 
church family.  
 

Please let a member of the committee or Pastor Dries know if you have interest or would like to  
nominate a church member. The Nominating Committee includes Margaret Cairnes, Dave Gaskins, 
Melissa Richard, Molly Roth, Sally Smith (Chair), and Andrew Wilson.  

Nominating Committee 

UPC will be hosting a one-hour listening session on Sunday, Nov. 10 at 12:15 p.m. to collect  
congregational ideas and feedback about safety at UPC’s facilities. If you would like to share 
your thoughts about what will make you feel safer at UPC, and how this issue fits into our larger 
faith mission and welcoming goals, please make plans to attend. Your feedback will help Safety 
Task Force members in validating current improvements and identifying new ones. It will also 
help in developing communications, education, and training to better prepare all of us for  
potential emergencies. 

Can UPC Be Safer? 

 Dhawn Martin, director of the SoL (Source of Light) Center at UPC, updated the Session on its past year of                

programming, including a recent successful fundraising breakfast. Dhawn is continuing to reach out to interfaith partners 
in San Antonio's faith and academic communities, and a new marketing campaign has been designed to emphasize the 
"source" part of the SoL brand to attract future students and partners. 

 A listening session about safety and security at UPC has been approved for Sunday, Nov. 10 after worship. Feedback 

from this session will be used by the Safety and Security Task Force and Facilities & Operation  Committee in identifying 
additional tasks to be implemented. It will also help in developing ongoing communications, education and training. 

 The UPC Nominating Committee, under the leadership of Sally Smith, is beginning its work to identify candidates for the 

2020-2023 class of Ruling Elders and Deacons. Anyone who is interested, or who knows a member who would be a 
good fit for these critical leadership positions should contact Sally at sally@marmonmok.com or one the other committee 
members: Margaret Cairnes, Dave Gaskins, Melissa Richard, Molly Roth, or Andrew Wilson.  

October Session Highlights 

Parking Update 
UPC is a committed Earth Care congregation. With sustainability of the earth a basic tenet of our faith, 
we have sought and secured an alternative to destroying more green space and removing heritage trees 
to provide more onsite parking. You can be a part of this transformation toward a more sustainable  
future by parking offsite and walking a short distance to church if you are able. Offsite parking is always 
available at Parker Chapel on Trinity University campus and in the unrestricted areas along  
Laurel Heights Pl. and Bushnell Ave. During Trinity holidays and breaks, there are also spaces  
at Heidi Circle to the east of our campus off Bushnell. 
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UPCC invites the UPC community to join the classrooms 4 and 7 on Wednesday, Nov. 6 at  
11 a.m. in the Sanctuary for a  Wolf Trap information session. Come see the learning activities 
through the arts that Wolf Trap has brought to the classrooms for the teachers and children. The 
artists will each do a small lesson with the children highlighting what has been implemented within 
each classroom.  
 
You are also invited to bring a brown bag lunch and picnic with the children and families after the 
info session. We will be finished with lunch by 12:15 p.m. 

Wolf Trap Info Session and Brown Bag Lunch 

UPCC ANNUAL BOOK FAIR 
with The Twig Bookstore 

Nov. 3 - Nov. 7 
UPC Community Room 

This is a great way to start your holiday shopping 
and UPCC receives 20% of all sales. 

Classroom Wish Lists for donations will be posted at the fair. 
 

Sunday, Nov. 3: 9-11 a.m. and 12-1 p.m.  
 

Monday, Nov. 4: 8:30-9:30 a.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m. 
***Special Event at 10 a.m.*** 

Storyteller Miss Anastasia will visit with Bruce the Bear in the Sanctuary. 
Book Fair will be open from 10:30-11:30 a.m. after the visit. 

 

Tuesday, Nov 5: 7:30-9:30 a.m., 12-1 p.m., 2:30-3:30 p.m., and 4:15-5:15 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, Nov. 6: 7:30-9:30 a.m., 12-1 p.m., 2:30-3:30 p.m., and 4:15-5:15 p.m. 
***Special Event 11 a.m.*** 

Wolf Trap Artists will lead a special presentation session with Rooms 4 & 7. 
Book Fair will be open from 11:30 a.m. -1 p.m. after the session. 

 

Thursday, Nov. 7: 7:30-9:30 a.m. and 12-1 p.m. 
 

20% of purchases made at “The Twig” Bookstore from Nov. 3 – Nov. 7 
will go towards the UPCC Book Fair Fundraiser  

when you mention the school’s name during your purchase.  
 

Special orders also welcome during the book fair. 
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Collection for the Center for Refugee Services 
Items Needed: 

New or gently used baby clothes (0 to 12 months), Diapers (mostly size 5 or 6) 
 

New Baby Bags (given to families who complete SIDS safe sleeping): 
1 bottle baby wash/shampoo, 1 baby towel and 1 wash cloth 

2 bibs, 2 bibs, 2 pairs socks, 3 to 4 onesies or outfits, 2 sleepers 
2 receiving blankets, 1 toy, 1 board baby book 

1 full package newborn diapers, 1 package wipes 
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We celebrate these birthdays: 

1-Mark Adams 
1-Joyce McDaniel 

2-Molly Roth 
3-Hunter Morris 
3-Robert Owen 
6-Steven Owen 

7-Jan Ayers 
8-Libby Sanders 
14-Jan Williams 

16-Lucas Rodriguez 
17-Delores Capstraw 

17-Ronald Knotts 
18-Audrey Kuykendall 

18-Alex Srinivasan 
19-Lucy Burton 

19-Margaret Cairnes 
19-Sandy Nicholson 

20-John Silantien 
21-Thurman Adkins 

21-Antony Carpenter 
22-Gwendolyn Giust 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
22-Ruth Ann McIver 
24-Courney Craig 

25-Tom Heger 
30-Julie Voight 
30-Lou Williams 

 
We celebrate these anniversaries: 

4-Anastasia and Lupe Bernal 
4-Beth and Dries Coetzee 

16-Melinda and Jay Louden 
16-Joyce and Luke McDaniel 
18-Julia and Eric Rodriguez 

 
Please note the following 

staff vacation, staff leave or closing days: 
Dries: Oct. 14-Nov. 1, Nov. 25-Dec. 5 

Todd: Nov. 6-7, 25-27 
Anastasia: Nov. 14 
Cindi: Nov. 18-22 

Dhawn: Nov. 25-27 
UPCC Teach Workday: Nov. 27 
All Facilities Closed: Nov. 28-29 

Congregational News 

Adult Choir Rehearsal Time Change 
Effective Nov. 7, the Adult Choir will rehearse on Thursday evening from 7-8:30 p.m.  

We hope this time change can assist those with families get home sooner. 
If interested, please join us and try things out! 
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UPC Deacons Fund 
in honor of Joan Hildreth 
Dorothy and Tucker Gibson 
 

UPCC Scholarship Fund for Cindi’s 30th          
Ariel Simpson and Joseph Luedecke 
Linda Ireland 
David Gaskins 
Andrew Wilson 
 

UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund 
in memory of Paul Fuller   
Jocelyn Miller                     
 

UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund 
Cynthia Smith 
 

SoL Center Fundraiser 
Program Donation 
Sisters of Charity of Incarnate Word 
 

SoL Center Endowment Fund 
Rabbi Stahl Endowment 
Thurman Adkins 

 

The Multitude is published monthly for  

members and friends of University Presbyterian Church  

to highlight the people and ministries of the church.  

Submit articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org 

by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited. 
 

Staff 

Andries Coetzee                                                   Pastor 

Anastasia Bernal                Administrative Assistant 

Allan Catlin        Facility & Event Steward 

Cindi Catlin Gaskins                  Director, Children’s Center 

Todd McGraw            Director, Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Mary Lowder                                  Organist 

Dhawn Martin              Director, SoL Center 

Keith Martinez                          Director, Choral Music 

Leroy Sebesta             Music Administrative Assistant 

Maggie Sorrell                     Director, Children’s Music 

Frank Villalpando                   Custodian 
 

Session                                       Committee 

Melissa Almsted                 Christian Education 

David Anderson              Stewardship & Finance, Chair 

Robert Browning      Christian Education, Chair 

Eva Dupertuis              Youth Elder 

Terry Fried           Stewardship & Finance 

Devon Hile              Youth Elder 

Keith Kendall   Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair 

Hanna Kuykendall       Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 

Melinda Louden   Mission Outreach & Justice, Co-Chair 

Art Nicholson                            Facilities & Operations and 

                Co-Clerk of Session 

Dennis Richard           Welcome & Fellowship 

Molly Roth           Facilities & Operations 

Ariel Simpson                 Personnel 

Sally Smith          Welcome & Fellowship 
———————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Ben Henderson              Facilities & Operations, Chair 

Sandy Nicholson                  Church Treasurer 

Betsy Pasley                Co-Clerk of Session 

Melissa Richard              Welcome & Fellowship, Chair 

Lou Williams                   Personnel, Chair 

Tom Williams             Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 
 

Board of Deacons         Parish 

Carol Brown       Northwest Parish 

Margaret Cairnes                       Moderator 

Bonnie Flake    Northwood Parish 

Marlyn Gibbs      Windcrest Parish  

Paula Henderson         Castle Hills North Parish 

Linda Ireland      Northeast Parish 

Karen Jensen                  College Students, Secretary 

Gail Olsen             Alamo Heights Parish 

Carlos Rodriguez                       Fredericksburg Parish 

David Sanders      University Parish 

Don Sheldon                 Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer 

Nancy Vaughan              Olmos Parish, Vice-Moderator 

Gifts & Memorials 

Loaves & Fishes 
The next Loaves & Fishes Sunday is Nov. 3. Canned items 
needed are soup, fruits, veggies, meat, tuna, and peanut butter. 
Monetary donations are also welcome. Please mark checks or 
envelopes with “Loaves & Fishes.”  

Got Photos? 
Have you taken a picture of a UPC event, worship service,  
or activity? Do you have a snap shot of a  Sunday school class 
or youth group activity? What about a SoL Center class?  
If so, email them to univpreschurch@gmail.com to be  
considered for the church website or publications. 
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Guess Who’s Coming For Appetizers? 
Friday, November 22; 6:30pm – 8:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you didn’t get a chance to participate this past summer, you have an opportunity now!  
It’s a fun and easy way to make new friends or catch up with old ones.  

Your host will contact you the week of the event to keep up the suspense. 
Singles and couples - old and young, are encouraged to sign up. Just bring an appetizer to share. 

Childcare will be provided at church from 6:00pm - 9:00pm with an RSVP. 
Just fill out the form and drop it off in the offering plate or mail it to the church office. 

If you need more information, contact Barbara Warren at bjwarren53@gmail.com or 210-416-9831. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

UPC Appetizers ~ Sign-Up Deadline is November 10, 2019 
 

Name(s) _______________________________________________ Phone(s) ______________________ 
 

Address _______________________________________________________________ Zip ___________ 
 

Email(s) ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ Of course I want to participate! Who wouldn’t?!?!     _____ Please, please let me host! 
 

_____ Yes, my kiddos need childcare. Ages: ____________________ 

WOMEN OF THE WORD—UPC WOMEN’S RETREAT—JAN. 24-25 
So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom. (Psalm 90:12) 

 

Women of the Word, 
 

This is another reminder that the UPC Women’s Retreat, scheduled for Jan. 24-25, 2020, will center around our theme, 
“(In Search of) A Heart of Wisdom.” In anticipation of that time together, we are thinking about how the Psalmist guides us 
to consider, or ponder (rather than to count) our days. 
 

Surely one component of this process is gratitude. During the retreat, Tamara Apgar will lead us in a gratitude exercise, 
and I asked her to share a few words about how this focus on gratitude has benefited her. She writes, “One gratitude 
practice that I enjoy is to take a few moments when I wake up in the morning to lie in bed and be grateful: grateful  
that I’m alive, that I can open my eyes and see. I like to take a ‘thankful inventory’ for my health and relationships.  
I enjoy the pleasure of anticipation of the daily ritual and privilege of drinking my coffee, relaxing on the screened porch 
with my husband, soaking in the bird sights and songs and watching the morning sky.” 
 

Is gratitude a natural outgrowth of greater awareness? We hope you will join us next January as we explore this and other 
questions in our search for a heart of wisdom. 
 

In anticipation, 
Jan Williams 


