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Introducing UPC’s New Logo

This past month, University Presbyterian Church started using our new logo on bulletin covers, name
tags, business cards, and website (www.upcsa.org.) You also have the opportunity to purchase UPC
gear with the new logo including t-shirts, polos, coffee mugs, water bottles, hoodies, baseball caps,
car decals, and more. You pay for your own items and they are shipped directly to you. Go to
www.cafepress.com/upcsa1 to check it out.
The decision to gradually begin using our logo, which was approved by Session in the fall of last
year, was very intentional. As a church, it is not so much about starting a new brand or rebranding,
but about expressing who we are and who we desire to be as manifested in our Welcome Statement.
Captured visually is our remembrance of the past and the saints that have gone before us, while we
grow into the future, putting our hope and trust in God.
Central to our logo is the cross, which is the oldest symbol encapsulating the spirit of UPC. The original cross that is still in our
sanctuary is made from two pieces of scrap lumber and was carried on Christmas day in 1954 from our first worship site at Trinity
University to the then new sanctuary. With its jagged ends and plain wood, it has risen as a symbol of our collective vulnerability
and a broken world in need of healing and wholeness. It was not until fifty years later that then UPC member and artist Katy Peachy
added the outline of the sanctuary intertwined by the vine and branches as referenced in John 15, "I am the vine, you are the
branches" followed by Jesus's commandment that we love one another as he loves us. In recent years, the vine and branches have
also become a symbol of our commitment to the environment and calling to be an Earthcare Congregation.
Striking is the simplicity of the outline of the sanctuary. As the high ceiling turns outward and extends on either side, it symbolizes
that we are an upward looking, outward living people. Our faith in God inspires us to engage the world with radical hospitality;
therefore, the multi colors of the leaves on the branches. As expressed in our Welcome Statement, we believe "that every person
has worth as a unique creation and a child of God;" therefore, we "welcome into full participation people of every age, sex, race,
color, ethnicity, culture, immigration status, political affiliation, economic condition, physical and mental ability, marital status, sexual
orientation, and gender identity and expression." It is this welcome that gives expression to our belief that the more differences we
bring, the more fully we experience the Divine in our midst.
As the branches and vine form a circle around the church and cross, they symbolize our embrace by the infinite love of the Triune
God. The circle is left open, allowing us to consider Matthew 25:35 in which Jesus guides his disciples in how to treat people,
saying, “I was a stranger and you invited me in." Wholeness comes in our welcome of each person.

Church Retreat at Mo Ranch (Fri., Aug. 2-Sun., Aug.4)
Come one, come all to the church retreat at Mo Ranch in the heart of the beautiful hill country in Hunt, Texas. Make lasting
memories while connecting and building community with your UPC church family! The retreat will include worship services, small
groups, activities, free time, talent show, late night games, star-gazing, music, stories, and more!
* Come for one night, attend Saturday only, or book the full weekend.
* Meals and program fees apply and are age-based.
* There are 24 rooms (two double beds with private bath) in Wynne Lodge available.
* Swim towels, bath towels, and bedding are supplied.
* There will be an optional Friday meal provided by Dries, Todd, and the W&F Committee.
The deadline to register is Monday, July 22. Registration and full payment secure your spot. Registration forms are available in the
Narthex or the Administration Building. Sorry, no refunds after July 22. Scholarship funds available – talk to Dries or Todd. Contact
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Anastasia in the church office with questions: upcsa@upcsa.org
or 210-732-9927.

Worship Information
July 7—Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10 a.m. Worship Service
Dries Coetzee, preaching

July 21—Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10 a.m. Worship Service
Dries Coetzee, preaching

Scripture Reading
Luke 11:33-36

Scripture Reading
Luke 10:38-42

Service Music
Jane Radigan, oboe

Service Music
A Servant’s Heart by Shayla Blake
Adult Choir

Special Note
We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

July 14—Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10 a.m. Worship Service
Dries Coetzee, preaching

July 28—Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10 a.m. Worship Service
Todd McGraw, preaching
Scripture Reading
TBD

Scripture Reading
Luke 10:25-37
Service Music
He Ain’t Heavy, He’s My Brother
by Bobby Russell and Bobby Scott
Adult Choir

Service Music
The Lord’s Prayer from African Sanctus
by David Fanshaw
Special Note
We will celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism.

Summer Schedule
Summer Worship
We will have one worship service at 10:00am through Labor Day Weekend.
Summer Church Office Hours
The office will be open Monday-Thursday from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
and Fridays from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. through August.
Parking at Trinity
Just a friendly reminder that we have been given permission to park
on Trinity University’s campus in the Parker Chapel parking lot and the Heidi Circle parking spaces
on Sunday mornings to help with the parking lot issues.

Church Photo Directory Update
UPC is updating the photo directory. Has your family changed? Did you miss the last photography session?
Are you new to the UPC community? Lifetouch will be coming back take photos and then producing an
updated community book for the entire congregation. Appointment sign-ups will take place soon, but pencil
in these dates: Tuesday, Aug. 20, Wednesday, Aug. 21, Tuesday, Sept. 3, and Wednesday, Sept. 4.
Photo sessions will be held between 2 p.m.-8:30 p.m. in the CE Building here at UPC.
Contact Melissa Richard at 915-241-6495 or mrichard0219@gmail.com with questions and get ready to smile!

UPC July 2019—Page 2

A Note from Dries
Finding time for solitude can be challenging. Busyness has become chronic as we try to squeeze more productivity into each
hour. Even here at church, I sometimes feel we cross the threshold from meaningful engagement to staying busy. It should
not have come as a surprise to me that it resonated with many of you on Trinity Sunday, June 16, when I encouraged us
during the charge and benediction to slow down. Some of you asked me to share that prayer:
May we not walk sightless among miracles.
May we notice the ground under our feet.
May we not take our days for granted.
May we hear birds singing.
May we slow down . . . slow down . . . slow down.
From Worship in the Spirit of Jesus: Theology, Liturgy, and Songs without Violence
(Cleveland: The Pilgrim Press, 2005). Copyright © 2005 by Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer and Bret Hesla.

As we enter the month of July, I encourage you to take the time and slow down. At church, we are taking a Sabbath from
Sunday School and meetings as we intentionally set time aside for rest and prayer. Our church staff will turn our focus to
personal health and growth as we center on vocation and cultivating a renewed sense of call. Please note our summer office
hours. You will find me doing more work from home as I want to catch up on reading and do worship planning for the
programming year to come.
I also want to encourage you to take the opportunity to join us at Mo-Ranch for the all Church Retreat. Some of my favorite
memories of last year are visiting with friends while drifting in the spring-fed Guadalupe River, worshiping in nature, and
practicing mindful walking with my church family. We want to make it possible for everyone to attend and, to that end,
scholarships are available. Please talk to Todd or me if you need some financial help as our time together will not be the
same without you. Something new this year will be a Friday night BBQ and social as we start our weekend together in the
beautiful Hill Country.
My invitation to you this month
is to join your UPC family
as we "slow down"
and allow ourselves to be.
I wish you a time for Sabbath!
Dries

Rainbow Welcome
This past month we celebrated Pride by studying and learning about sexual minorities and transgender people. UPC focused
a 5-week series on the LGBTQIA+ community for Sunday School in June. The first week, Karen Jensen commenced the
classes by sharing our courageous and empowering coming out stories. We are grateful for those who were vulnerable and
shared their compelling testimonies. The subsequent week, Arjay Kenneady taught on sexual orientation and gender identity.
Next, Barbara Kenneady helped increase our knowledge about Stonewall and Beyond. Then, Barry Hubbard, Lou Williams,
and Gail Raney enlightened us with of the beginning of UPC and how we became a More Light and Covenant Church. Lastly,
Todd McGraw spoke on the myths of textual agency and an LGBTQIA+ Inclusive Bible.
Along with the classes, we celebrated with two Pride events. The first event was a Family Pride Celebration at Market Square.
The second event was at Crockett Park, which saw thousands in attendance. Additionally, UPC was one of sixteen churches
who collaborated to celebrate a Pride Interfaith Service. The service was an overwhelmingly success for our community.
Lastly, Jeff Chu, an author, led an empowering workshop on the importance of grace. Further, he led our Pride service the
subsequent Sunday morning. God was busy at work in our congregation during Pride month and we look forward to what she
continues to do in and through us for years to come.
— Rainbow Welcome Committee
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Summer 2019 Courses
The SoL Center
(Source of Light)
at University
Presbyterian Church
is an interfaith
education center
for those who seek
to encounter the
full dimensions
of life and faith
in the spirit
of respectful curiosity.

Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance—An Interfaith Book Dialog
Co-Sponsored with the Raindrop Foundation San Antonio
and the Dialogue Institute of the Southwest
Five Sundays, June 23, 30, July 7, 14, and 21; 1:30pm – 3:00pm
$20/5 sessions on or before June 14; $25 after
Location: Raindrop Foundation (4337 Vance Jackson Rd., 78230)
Across five Sundays, we will study, break bread together, and discuss Angela Duckworth’s book,
Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance. Each week we will dive into one or two chapters, exploring
Duckworth’s insights on how a mix of passion and perseverance, which she labels “grit,” combine to foster
success and resilience. A different member of the group will be asked to lead that week’s discussion. This
group is organized by Fatma Arslan, Sumeyra Tek, and Dhawn Martin.
Introduction to Digital Age with O.A.T.S. (Older Adults Technology Services)
Tuesdays & Thursdays, July 9, 11, 16, 18, 23, 25, 30, and Aug. 1; 11:00am – 1:00pm
Free; Registration Required; Must have 10 registrations to make the class.
Participants, 60+ in age, will explore how to use online resources
in their everyday lives and the many ways digital culture can meaningfully impact their lives.
By the end of this course, participants will know how to connect more easily,
avoid scams and fraud, identify reliable resources for health research,
and virtually attend events and museums.
Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments
The 2019-2020 PW/Horizons Bible Study with Rev. San Williams
Three days, Tuesday, August 6 - Thursday, August 8; 10:00am – Noon
$35/3 sessions on or before July 30, $40 after (5th person in same group free)
A primary theme that will be explored in this study is to engage the Ten Commandments
not as a rigid set of to-do’s and not to-do’s. Rather, author Eugenia Anne Gamble
invites folks to encounter the Commandments as a “‘love letter’ from God.”
Across these three days, we will explore teaching strategies and theme
development for groups to study Love Carved in Stone.

Summer Green ’19 Events
Movie Screening: In the Light of Reverence
In collaboration with Headwaters at Incarnate Word
Wednesday, July 10; 6:00pm – 7:30pm; Free
Location: Sinkin’ Eco Centro (1802 N Main Ave, San Antonio, TX 78212)
Dhawn Martin,
Director
The SoL Center
300 Bushnell Ave
San Antonio, TX 78212
210-732-9927
solcenter@upcsa.org
upcsa.org/about-sol/

Join us for this important screening. As found on the Sacred Land Films Project website,
here is the official description of the film’s themes and content: “Ten years in the making,
In the Light of Reverence explores American culture’s relationship to nature in three places considered
sacred by native peoples: Devils Tower in Wyoming, the Colorado Plateau in the Southwest and Mount
Shasta in California. Rich in minerals and beloved by recreational users, these ‘holy lands’ exert a spiritual
gravity that pulls Native Americans into conflict with mining companies, New Age practitioners and rock
climbers. Ironically, all sides see themselves as besieged. This award-winning film documents the Lakota,
Hopi and Winnemem Wintu efforts to protect their most sacred places. Their battles tell a new story of
culture clashes in an ancient landscape.”
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“Welcome” is Not Only a Statement
At UPC, "Welcome" is not only a statement. It is a Way of being. Core to our identity is to welcome. This radical call to hospitality
finds expression in our "Welcome Statement," inspires us to accept and embrace members and visitors, and propels us to go into
the community cultivating compassion and acceptance. By design, we are not a church that gathers only on Sunday mornings,
as our worship finds expression in our Children's Center, Source of Light Center, numerous support groups, and our partnership
with the Interfaith Welcome Coalition. Continuing to cultivate our intentional embrace and expression of welcome over the years,
we have been deeply grateful for the recent growth UPC has experienced in members, visitors, and outside groups using our
facilities.
With growth come opportunities and challenges. Very visible is that our worship and multipurpose community spaces and parking
lot are at full capacity. To be authentic to our "Welcome Statement" and also mindful of all our members and visitors, we became
more aware that we need an ADA- (Americans with Disabilities Act) compatible, gender-neutral restroom in our Sanctuary.
Realizing that we have a responsibility to everyone who uses our campus, we are growing in our desire to do what we can to
keep everyone safe and bring our building up to code. Our faith has moved us to care for our environment as we care for
ourselves, and so we are deepening our stewardship by reducing our carbon footprint and energy costs.
True to our Presbyterian heritage, our Session appointed a Facilities Task Force at the beginning of this year. These past
months, the committee has spent countless hours brainstorming and consulting under the leadership of co-chairs Patti Jewett
and Lou Williams with committee members Eddie Bravenec, Mollie Roth, Harry Jewett, Ben Henderson, Bob Harris and the
ad-hoc staff support of Dhawn Martin and Andries Coetzee. At the June Session meeting, UPC took action to move forward in
some areas and continue to explore further building needs. Using the factors of 1) relative cost, 2) quality/quantity of need, 3)
only clear option to meet the need, 4) value vs. expense, and 5) longevity of benefit, Session approved the remodeling of the
men's restroom in the narthex to an ADA-compatible, gender-neutral restroom. With the urgent need to improve lighting in our
sanctuary, the availability of current generous rebates, and the estimated energy cost savings, it was decided to replace
conventional lightbulbs in all our buildings with LED bulbs and to replace fixtures where needed for proper functioning. In spite of
the initial cost, the payback period is relatively short, giving considerable value in a short period.
As communicated to the congregation earlier, the task force recommended and Session agreed that our parking challenge could
be addressed with your help. Changes were made in Sunday School time, and Trinity University made a generous offer for us to
use both the new circle on the east side adjacent to the Christian Education building when the university is not in session and the
chapel parking on all Sundays unless directed otherwise due to events. We will continue to encourage on-street parking where
legal and to explore a concept plan to cut into the curb on Bushnell to create a drop-off area for easier, closer access for people
with mobility challenges to enter the sanctuary and other buildings.
The task force realized fairly early on in their work that our current sanctuary may have sufficient space for our worship and
membership by remodeling to accommodate projected growth and incorporate safety and environmental concerns. However, the
challenge remains to find a suitable solution for a shared multipurpose space for fellowship and activities. In addressing the need
for a fellowship hall and bringing the sanctuary to code, Session approved the continuation of the Facilities Task Force. To
further study this critical need, UPC member and architect Bob Harris has offered assistance from Lake Flato Architects. As part
of a national initiative of The American Institute of Architects which advocates pro bono design work in the public interest, Lake
Flato has committed to contributing 1% of their design staff’s yearly total project hours to such pro bono work for non-profits that
serve the common good. For UPC, this translates into a gift of $50,000.
It is not new for UPC to partner with an architectural firm for a concept plan. In 1952, O'Neil Ford, who designed the relocated
Trinity University campus, also prepared an initial draft for a new church, named for its proximity to the campus. Then in 1954,
San Antonio architect Milton A. Ryan completed the design for UPC, and it became one of his two
award-winning churches. As we continue to plan and imagine, we will need your help. There will be several
focused conversations to garner your input as we move forward in mission. From its inception in 1950,
our founding members envisioned a church community that embraces the simple and is outward-looking
in faith. These core values found expression in our mid-century modern sanctuary and our cross
made from two pieces of scrap lumber.
As we continue to envision our future, we hold our founders’ God-given vision central
in our conversation of the furtherance of the mission of University Presbyterian Church.
— Lou Williams
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WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

ROOM KEY
N = Narthex
S = Sanctuary
R = Comm. Room
K = Kitchen
Y = Courtyard
A = Library
C = Conf. Room
O = Pastor Office
CC = CC Rooms
G = Gath. Place
F = CE Forum
1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7

SUNDAY

1
11:30 am-1 pm (1)
SACRD Board Meeting
1:30-2:30 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
5-6:30 pm (A)
Search Committee Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women

MONDAY

2
9:30-11:30 am (Outside)
CC Music & Movement
11:30 am-12:30 pm (3)
Yoga Book Study
1-2:30 pm (A)
SoL Fundraiser Meeting
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
7-8:30 pm (3)
Sierra Club Youth Outdoors

3
9:30-11:30 am (Outside)
CC Music & Movement
Red/White/Blue Parade
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

4—Independence Day
All Facilities Closed

7
10-11 am (S)
Worship Service
11:15-11:45 am (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
11:30 am-12:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lunch Bunch—Tycoon Flats
1:30-3 pm (Off-Site)
SoL: Interfaith Book Dialog

8
1:30-2:30 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women

9
9:30-11:30 am (Outside)
CC Music & Movement
11 am-1 pm (1)
SoL: Intro to Digital Age
11:30 am-1 pm (Off-Site)
CC Board Luncheon
11:30 am-12:30 pm (3)
Yoga Book Study
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group

10
9:30-11:30 am (Outside)
CC Music & Movement
10 am-4:30 pm (7)
Thai Massage Class
11 am-1:30 pm (4 and F)
SACRD Event
1:30-3 pm (3)
Faith Convening Meeting
6-7:30 pm (Off-Site)
SoL: Film Screening
“In the Light of Reverence”
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

11
Payroll Due

14
9-10 am (R)
Adult Choir Rehearsal
10-11 am (S)
Worship Service
11:15-11:45 am (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
11:30 am-1 pm (4)
Youth Group Cookie Mix
1:30-3 pm (Off-Site)
SoL: Interfaith Book Dialog
4 pm (P)
Mission Trip Departure
Overnight (CE Building)
Triennium Participants

15
All Day (Off-Site)
Mission Trip
10 am (P)
Triennium Bus—Pick-Up Location
1:30-2:30 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women

16
All Day (Off-Site)
Mission Trip
9:30-11:30 am (Outside)
CC Music & Movement
11 am-1 pm (1)
SoL: Intro to Digital Age
11:30 am-12:30 pm (3)
Yoga Book Study
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group

17
All Day (Off-Site)
Mission Trip
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

21
9-10 am (R)
Adult Choir Rehearsal
10-11 am (S)
Worship Service
11:15-11:45 am (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
11:30 am-12:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lunch Bunch—Los Barios
1:30-3 pm (Off-Site)
SoL: Interfaith Book Dialog

22
Multitude Deadline

23
9 am-3 pm (Off-Site
Staff Retreat
1:30-2:30 pm (A)
9:30-11:30 am (Outside)
Staff Meeting
CC Music & Movement
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
11 am-1 pm (1)
GA Group Meeting
SoL: Intro to Digital Age
6:30-8 pm (2)
11:30 am-12:30 pm (3)
AA Grapevine Meeting
Yoga Book Study
6:30-9 pm (Off-Site)
1-3 pm (F)
Women’s Book Group
Yoga
7-8 pm (R and S)
5:30-7 pm (A)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women Inklings Book Group

24
6-7:30 pm (4)
Jewish Voice for Peace
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

28
9-10 am (R)
Adult Choir Rehearsal
10-11 am (S)
Worship Service
11:15-11:45 am (Y)
Coffee Fellowship

29
CC Closed—Teacher Workweek

30
CC Closed—Teacher Workweek

31
CC Closed—Teacher Workweek

Payroll Due

11 am-1 pm (1)
SoL: Intro to Digital Age
11:30 am-12:30 pm (3)
Yoga Book Study
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group

3:30-5:30 pm (4 or S)
Stop the Bleed Training
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

10-11:30 am (A)
SoL PR Committee Meeting
1:30-2:30 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women

TUESDAY

7-8 pm (4)
AA Group Meeting

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5
Church Office Closed
8-9 pm (2)
AA Group Meeting

6
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

12
2-3 pm (R)
End of Session Celebration
8-9 pm (2)
AA Group Meeting

13
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
10:30-11:30 am (S)
Memorial Service
11:30 am-1:30 pm (CE)
Reception
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting
7-8 pm (4)
AA Speaker Meeting

18
All Day (Off-Site)
Mission Trip
10 am-2 pm (4)
IWC Backpack Assembly
11 am-1 pm (1)
SoL: Intro to Digital Age
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
4-5 pm (4)
SoL Program Committee
5-6 pm (4)
SoL Board Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting

19
12 pm (P)
Mission Trip Arrival
12-1 pm (1)
Prayer Shawl Ministry
8-9 pm (2)
AA Group Meeting

20
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

25
9-11 am (3)
IWC Leader Meeting
11 am-1 pm (1)
SoL: Intro to Digital Age
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting

26
CC July Summer Session Ends

10 am-4:30 pm (7)
Thai Massage Class
11 am-1 pm (1)
SoL: Intro to Digital Age
12:30-2 pm (3)
CC Accreditation Support Group
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-9 pm (4)
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board)

27
All Day (R)
Community Room
Floor Cleaning
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
All Day (Off-Site)
Thai Massage Class
Youth Group at
2:30-3:30 pm (G)
Schlitterbahn
End of Session Celebration
8:30-9:30 am (A)
3-5 pm (A)
Somatic Experiencing Study Group GA Group Meeting
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
8-9 pm (2)
Thai Massage Class
AA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

JULY
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2019

Children and Youth Ministry
Senior Day/Youth Sunday: Special thanks again to all
the youth who participated in Youth Sunday and made it a
special day for our seniors! We will definitely miss them!
Welcoming Youth Group Members: Youth group
welcomed our 6th graders at Monster Mini Golf and Laser
Tag: Melayne Anderson, Jackson Hile, Lilly Holland,
Finnegan Tingle, and Frederick Welker. Special thanks to
Lisa Hile for helping chaperoning this event!
Mission Trip and Triennium Commissioning: We will
commission the Mission Trip and Triennium participants
on Sunday, July 14th during the 10 a.m. worship service.

Intergenerational Cookie Mix Assembly: We will have
an intergenerational cookie mix activity at 11:30 a.m. on
Sunday, July 14, in CE #4. Pizza will be served for youth and children.
Reach Beyond Mission Trip: Several of the Youth Group will be attending a Reach Beyond Mission Trip on July 14–19 in
Austin, TX. The focus of the trip will be supporting refugee organizations and advocating for immigrants. We will delve into justice
-based Bible studies/discussion and participate in a mock hearing on immigration issues. Adrian Bernal, Brandon Bernal,
Chris Bernal, Dan Fisher, and Taylor Hile will be making the trip to Austin. Please keep all in your prayers for a safe and
enriching experience. Special thanks to Sandy Nicholson for chaperoning with Todd McGraw!
Schlitterbahn: On Saturday, July 27, the youth group will be heading to Schlitterbahn for a fun day at the water park. Please let
Todd know if you can attend.

Women’s Book Group
Our UPC Women's Book Group will gather on Monday evening July 22 to discuss Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail
Honeyman. We'll meet at Bonnie Simons' home with Sandy Nicholson moderating. Simply bring a salad to share and prepare for
lively discussion.
— Robin Raquet

Here's a review from Goodreads:
No one’s ever told Eleanor that life should be better than fine.
Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say exactly
what she’s thinking. Nothing is missing in her carefully timetabled life of avoiding social
interactions, where weekends are punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone chats with
Mummy.
But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and deeply unhygienic
IT guy from her office. When she and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly gentleman
who has fallen on the sidewalk, the three become the kinds of friends who rescue one
another from the lives of isolation they have each been living. And it is Raymond’s big heart
that will ultimately help Eleanor find the way to repair her own profoundly damaged one.
Soon to be a major motion picture produced by Reese Witherspoon, Eleanor Oliphant Is
Completely Fine is the smart, warm, and uplifting story of an out-of-the-ordinary heroine
whose deadpan weirdness and unconscious wit make for an irresistible journey as she
realizes … the only way to survive is to open your heart.
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Introducing ...

William “Bill” Weller
I had a great afternoon getting to know a “not so new” member
of UPC.
Bill Weller began attending UPC in November of 2017 joining
July 29, 2018. It is important to note that he decided
immediately that he wanted to join. UPC’s open invitation to
LGBTQIA+ individuals and a focus on God as a friend were
significantly important in his desire for membership.
Bill grew up in Kalamazoo, Michigan where he graduated High
School. Rather than immediately completing a college degree
program he chose to spend time traveling in Europe and
exploring what life had to offer. Returning to Michigan he earned
a BA in French from Michigan State University. Following that,
Bill took a job in Germany working as a foreign language
assistant. In the early 80’s, Bill returned once more to his
Michigan roots, earning a Master’s degree in Library Science.
This advanced degree is one of his most satisfying
accomplishments.
After earning his Masters Degree Bill accepted a position with the San Antonio Public Library where he worked for 22 years
retiring in 2007. Never one to stop learning, Bill then went back to school at UTSA (Go Roadrunners) and received his certificate
in Teaching English as a 2nd Language.
Needless to say, Bill likes languages. He speaks in order of fluency English, German, Spanish and French! He is an avid reader
and is currently considering reading Jon Meacham’s “Thomas Jefferson (759 pages thank you very much)!! And has read a book
written in German on Abraham Lincoln. He loves Scrabble and would like to meet anyone else at UPC who enjoys the same. Bill
also clearly likes to learn.
Currently Bill’s life is centered around a very exciting event. He is engaged to a Filipino man named Melchor and if all goes as
expected, he and Melchor will marry at UPC later this year. How exciting is that!?!?
Bill’s faith statement is so beautiful I want to share it in his words only!!
Today, God is for me the perfect parent, helping me to do what’s best for me, avoiding what is harmful for me.
Bingo! How fortunate that UPC has this individual in our family of God!
Welcome Bill.
— Mary Norris
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Introducing ...

Amy Shaw
Amy Shaw has mastered the art of planning. Imagine organizing an
eleven-day party with more than 100 events to entertain the guests. No one
sends an R.S.V.P. but you anticipate more than two million people from all
over America and beyond. Amy is The Executive Director of the San Antonio
Fiesta Commission and just as soon as one Fiesta finishes, the planning for
the next one commences. “I use everything I have ever learned to do this
job,” Amy said. It is a job that does not get done flying by the seat of your
pants. “I enjoy making things better every single day through efficiency and
process management. Everything is written down. There is a rhythm and we
know what to do when,” Amy said. In a small, obscure office on Broadway, a
team of eight are the organizational hub of Fiesta, updating websites,
marketing, creating calendars and designing parade routes. During the
months of March and April, Amy works seven days a week. Conscientious to
her core, she personally attends 85 out of 110 events.
A native of Galesburg, Illinois, Amy was the youngest of four daughters.
Her father was a physician, her mother a homemaker and a college
education had priority in the household. Inspired by Leslie Stahl and CNN
news, Amy received her degree in Journalism from Bradley University in
Peoria, Illinois and a Masters in Communications from Purdue University. Immediately following her graduation from Bradley, she
landed a job in television news with a CBS affiliate. “I worked for ten years with a split assignment. I was a reporter three days a
week and an anchor two days a week,” Amy said. Wherever her ex-husband’s job took the family—Amy worked. In Charlotte,
N.C. she was a morning anchor and a medical reporter. In Toledo, Ohio she worked in media relations and started her own
business. Upon arrival in San Antonio, Amy sought out the best corporate communications job and found it at USAA. It was while
working at USAA, Amy met Betsy Pasley, Co-Clerk of Session at UPC, who gently but consistently nudged her toward the doors
of UPC.
As impressive of a resume as she has, it is not a career moment in which Amy sees as her greatest accomplishment but rather
her two daughters. “They are kind, intelligent, accomplished and fun,” Amy told me. Julie, 32 years-old, is an Obstetrican/
Gynecologist in Houston. Stefanie, 28 years-old will soon be receiving her Masters from Pepperdine University in Clinical
Psychology and plans to focus on Marriage and Family Therapy.
A great source of joy is spending time with her sisters. Sadly, the oldest, Laura, died ten years ago. Julie, Robin and Amy
do not take life or one another for granted. Recently, for the first time since childhood, they are not only living in the same city
but in the same zip code. I spoke with both sisters for this interview and marveled in the similarity of their responses.
Both commented on Amy’s depth of compassion. “If someone is in need, she is there! She will be the first one to bring a meal,
the first one to reach out.”
Upon entering the doors at UPC, Amy found it the most comfortable of places to be.
“It is welcoming, open and non-judgmental. UPC is more about living the
Golden Rule than any other congregation I have ever seen.”
Amy, welcome to University Presbyterian Church!
We are blessed to have you join us!
— Bonnie Simons
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UPCC Summer Happenings
The S.O.I.L. (School-age Outdoor Investigational Learning) invite you to join them any day this summer for outdoor
investigations in the morning in the Gathering Space classroom, yoga near the trees after a picnic lunch or for partner reading and
table games in the Community Room in the afternoon to cool down after spending the majority of the day outside around the
church campus. It is quite amazing how enriching this experience is for the school-age children, the families, and the staff! We are
thankful for how this new program has been embraced by Dries, the church staff, and UPC.

Yoga poses on the trees!

Gathering Space investigations!

Partner Reading in Community Room!

Drumming Around led the UPCC classes in a drum circle this month. All the ages enjoyed the beat, even the teachers, parents
and grandparents that joined for the experience.

Mary Lance, Gail Anderson, Daryl Anderson, and Tamara Apgar shared with the school age about the IWC Prayer Flag Ministry
and led the children through the process of creating their own prayer flags.
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Treasurer’s Report
Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges. We have had a strong first half of the year. Revenues were better than
projected and expenses less than projected for the month again, so we have a positive balance at the moment.
We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for a particular
purpose. The overall balance in the special funds account is $159,153. Interfaith Welcome Coalition (IWC) is kept separately
and has a balance of $198,268. IWC helps the many immigrants put into South Texas detention centers & families seeking
asylum. The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and
has an operating budget of $33,500 and separate endowment
accounts. The summer course offerings are available for
enrollment. The stock market swung lower in May which
meant that the endowments lost a little market value, but
which are invested for the long term.

In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, we
also have Endowment Funds which are long term funds that
help support UPC, The SoL Center, and the Children’s Center.
The current market value of UPC Endowments is $568,186
and the book value is $409,773. The current market value of
SoL Endowments is $118,523 and the book value is $97,436.
Endowments are invested and only the earnings or a
percentage of the current value may be used regularly.
—Sandy Nicholson

Session Highlights from June Meeting





The Session accepted with regret the resignation of John Silantien, our longtime Director of Choral Music, and approved the
formation of a search committee to find a replacement for him.
The Session approved the Campus Task Force's recommendation to replace all lighting on the UPC campus with LED
lighting.
The Session approved the Campus Task Force's recommendation to convert the men's room in the Narthex to an
ADA-accessible family restroom.
The Session urges members and visitors attending UPC on Sundays to use the parking available to us on Sunday mornings
in the lot for Trinity's Parker Chapel and on the circle to the east of our campus.

Library News
This month we added four small chapter books published by Stephen Ministries to our collection. The series is titled Journeying
through Grief written by Kenneth C. Haugk. The books come recommended by Mary Lance and Sally Lloyd. They identify and
address four crucial times during the first year after a loss. The first book is A Time to Grieve; the second is Experiencing Grief;
the third is Finding Hope and Healing, and the fourth book is Rebuilding and Remembering. They will be on display in the library.
In addition, a short survey regarding our congregation’s library awareness is being distributed via email. You can also go directly
to the survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J3MNC6L. Please take a moment to answer seven little questions to make a
big difference.
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John Silantien Retiring
It is with conflicting emotions that we share the news that John Silantien is
retiring after 16 years of serving University Presbyterian Church as Director
of Choral Music, effective the end of August. We will miss John
tremendously, but we take comfort as he lives more fully into
retirement.
In many ways, this news does not come as a surprise as John
retired from his teaching position last year at UTSA after
38 years. In a letter expressing his intention to retire,
he states; "I just need more time now for myself and my
family to enjoy my retirement years."
Although John never had a long-term church job before his
tenure at UPC, he reflects on it with gratefulness. "It has turned
out be a real blessing for me." He wrote: "When I took the position
in 2003, I thought it might be a one-year commitment while the
San Antonio Symphony was in Chapter 11. It turned into a
sixteen-year commitment since I enjoyed working with the choir and the
welcoming spirit of the congregation. I knew of UPC's long-time love for
music since I've known most of the previous choirmasters. I particularly
appreciated the church's welcoming statement, which emphasized that all
were welcome regardless of where they were on their spiritual journey. That fit
me perfectly."
John brought many gifts to the ministry of UPC. As John began his work with the choir, it was quickly apparent that his is a very
special kind of leadership and pedagogy - one filled with good humor and with gentle but consistent demand for perfection.
Choir members say of his tenure, "The choir has responded beautifully to his adroit leadership. Many times he has raised our
performance level. His dry, good humor and expectation for reaching a higher standard remain trademarks of his style of
leadership. He has shared his vast knowledge of choral music and composers with us, giving us background information about
the anthems and the composers. He has challenged the choir to work hard and to improve; he has made choir rehearsals fun,
and he has shared his home for choir parties and cooked fabulous dinners." As we look out over the congregation Sunday after
Sunday, it is clear that the music John helps us bring contributes greatly to the spirituality and meaning of worship at UPC.
To express our gratitude to John and give thanks to God for his ministry among us, we will honor him during the 10:00am worship
service on Sunday, August 25, followed by a reception. If you would like to make a financial contribution towards a gift for him,
you may do so by check, writing John Silantien in the memo line. Also, if you want to ensure the continuation of his work of
excellence among us, you can donate in his honor to the John Silantien Music Fund. This fund provides special music and
musicians to enhance worship.
Within the next weeks, we will share more information as we envision the future of our music program,
but for now, we express our sincere gratitude to John for 16 years of ministry. We wish him, Helen,
and their family God's most abundant blessings.
With gratitude,
Lou Williams, Personnel Chair
Andries Coetzee, Pastor

Summer Choir
During the summer months, the UPC Adult Choir will rehearse on Sundays at 9 a.m. prior to the one worship service at 10 a.m.
This would be a great time to sing with the choir, particularly for those of you who can’t make Thursday evening rehearsals during
the rest of the year. Choir will be on vacation June 30, July 7, Aug. 4 and Aug. 11. Otherwise, just let John Silantien
(jsilan@satx.rr.com) or Leroy Sebesta (lsebesta@satx.rr.com) know you’re coming, and they’ll have some music ready for you.
No audition, all levels of experience welcome. C’mon, try it out!
UPC July 2019—Page 12

Earthcare News
Recycling at UPC
As one of our first action items of the Earthcare committee, we wanted to highlight Recycling options at UPC in order for us all to
work together towards the goal of minimizing the amount of waste that we send to the dump from our facility and from our homes.
Our mantra needs to be Reduce First, Reuse Second, Recycle Third, and Throw Out Last.
Thanks to Trinity University, UPC has a weekly recycling program as Trinity is kind enough to let us be part of their program as
unfortunately those who are not single family residences do not get to participate in the City of San Antonio’s recycling program.
What does it consist of?
 Clean Paper (nothing with food stains)—Placed in blue bins found in classrooms and offices or big bin in the copy room.
 Clean Cardboard—Flattened and put in the closet outside the Community Room.
 Aluminum and Plastics (rinsed out)—Placed in grey bins in kitchens or large container outside Administration Building.
 Organics (Not Yet!)—Used paper plates, coffee cups, coffee grounds, or food waste is not currently accepted.
What’s in the future?
 Compost pile and organic composting/recycling.
 Reducing the number of bulletins by offering electronic ones.
 Using ceramic or glass plates and cups whenever possible.
Recycling at Home
If you live in a single residence in the City of San Antonio, you have additional recycling options:
 Green Bin (loose in the bin)—Yard waste as long as it fits in the bin, organic waste such as
kitchen scraps, shredded paper, food stained cardboard, paper containers with no plastic liner.
No liquids, pet waste, diapers, aluminum foil, metals, plastics, ceramics, or styrofoam.
 Blue Bin (loose in the bin)—Clean paper and cardboard, clean glass, clean plastic containers, clean styrofoam containers,
plastic bags and film bundled together about the size of a soccer ball. No loose plastic bags, foil, household trash, diapers,
dead animals, shredded paper, styrofoam peanuts, waxed paper, organic materials, electronics, or hazardous materials.
 Brown Bin (bagged in the bin)—Everything else except hazardous waste, dead animals, paints, chemicals, CFC lightbulbs,
appliances, or items too big for the bin.
If you live in a multi-family residence in the City of San Antonio, your recycling options are determined by the owner. You can
work with your neighbors and the owner to encourage them to offer recycling options. If you live outside the City of San Antonio,
we would love to hear about your recycling options so we can share with the community!

Forum Artwork
The artwork display in the Forum for the Summer months will be IWC Prayer Flags. Purchasing flags help provide lifelines for
asylum seekers. Your donation of $25 pays for a fully supplied backpack for a refugee family that has arrived in San Antonio with
only the clothes on their back. These families, who have temporary asylum status, are met by volunteers at the bus station or
airport. They are given a backpack (filled with food and toiletries) as they travel to their sponsors or family members to await their
immigration court date. The Interfaith Welcome Coalition (IWC) is a faith-based organization addressing the changing needs of
asylum seekers, refugees and at-risk immigrants. Prayer flags are lovingly made by hand by members of the IWC.

Prayer Shawls
The regular meeting of the UPC Shawl Ministry is the first Friday of every month in CE #1.
The weekly Wednesday morning Shawl Ministry Auxiliary now meets at the Corner Bakery in
the Quarry Market from 7:30-9 a.m. New members are eagerly sought and warmly welcomed.
On the fourth Sunday of every month, shawls will be made available in the Narthex after the
worship service. During the rest of the month, shawls may be found in the clear plastic box in
the library. You are encouraged to sign out a shawl or lap robe for anyone who is facing a crisis,
challenge, or change. For further information, please contact Caryl Gaubatz at 210-651-0208 or
slothcloth413@gmail.com.
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Congregational News
We welcome these new members:
Hillary Everts
Helen Tellegen and Steven Cathey
Patty and Tres Nicholson
David Nicholson

18-Cathy Leary
19-Gail Olsen
19-Carolyn White
20-Ed Baxter
20-Bonnie Flake
20-Barry Smith
20-Emily Thompson
21-Lucy Llera
21-Ruth Sheldon
21-Mary Walsh
24-Claire Daviss
27-Andy Hull
27-Laila Marin
27-Peyton Spriester
30-Eva Dupertuis

Our deepest sympathies are extended to:
the family of Tony Smith who passed away on June 4.
A service and reception is scheduled
for July 13 at 10:30 a.m.
We are excited about this birth:
Victoria Marie Esman
on June 19, at 1:32 p.m.
(6 lbs. 5 oz. and 19.25 in.)
to parents, Allison and David,
and big brother, Zachary.

We celebrate these anniversaries:
2-Melissa and Dennis Richard
2-Helen and John Silantien
7-Miriam and Cheo Martinez
7-Sandy and Art Nicholson
8-Emilie and Jim Rogers
10-Carole and Howard Hovde
16-Courtney and David Anderson
16-Marge and Dale Clyde
24-Tamara and Timothy Apgar
25-Laurie and David Sanders

Our sincerest condolences are extended to:
to the family of Bill Spinks who passed away on June 22.
A service and reception were held on June 29.
Please note this new address:
Marcia Ellison and Charlotte Jensen
401 Holland Ave #311
San Antonio, TX 78212

We celebrate these birthdays:
4-Byron Cox
4-Marina Schweitzer
4-Elizabeth Walsh
6-Joan Donohue
7-Sally Lloyd
8-Jim Rogers
10-Will Holland
10-Lois Jensen
10-Luke McDaniel
11-Grace Holland
11-Frank Villalpando
12-Art Nicholson
12-Alfredo Villareal
13-Melissa Almsted
16-Audrey Kurita

Please note the following
staff vacation, staff leave or closing days:
Dhawn: July 1-3
All Facilities Closed: July 4
Church Office Closed: July 5
Frank: July 15-19
Anastasia: July 18
Children’s Center Workweek: July 29-Aug. 2
Young Adult Volunteers
Dakota and Tanner Kohfield look forward to sharing
the experience that you helped to make possible!
Keep up with them on their blogs:
https://yohabloelamor.wordpress.com/ (Dakota)
https://writeontheborder.wordpress.com/ (Tanner.)

Dear UPC,
My family and I want to thank everyone who gave so much to make the memorial service and reception
such a wonderful tribute to Bill’s life. We could all feel the love and we really appreciate your support.
Love, Gay Spinks and Family
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Gifts & Memorials

The Multitude is published monthly for
members and friends of University Presbyterian Church
to highlight the people and ministries of the church.
Submit articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org
by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited.

UPC Memorial Fund in memory of Tony Smith
Margaret Cairnes
Bernice Buxbaum
Barry Hubbard
UPC Memorial Fund in memory of Bill Spinks
Barry Hubbard
Patti and Harry Jewett
UPC Special Funds in memory of Kelly Allen
Stan Williams
UPC Memorial Funds
in memory of Irene Umback (Ben Henderson’s mom)
Gail and Marc Raney
UPCC Good Shepherd Fund
Larry Adamson
Gayle and Mark Anderson
Anonymous
Marge and Dale Clyde
Jane and Terry Fried
Dorothy and Tucker Gibson
Joan Hildreth
Liz and Carl Helser
Charlotte Jensen
Sara and Will Holland in memory of Paige Bosshardt
Ruth Ann and Tom McIver in honor of Thurman Adkins
Lorna Shinkle in honor of Joann Baird, Anastasia Bernal,
Cindi Catlin-Gaskins, and Lou Williams
Interfaith Welcome Coalition
in honor of Marie Glendenning
Megan Kromer
Interfaith Welcome Coalition
in memory of Mike Lance
Cynthia Lyle and David Young

Staff
Andries Coetzee
Pastor
Anastasia Bernal
Administrative Assistant
Allan Catlin
Facility & Event Steward
Cindi Catlin Gaskins
Director, Children’s Center
Todd McGraw
Director, Children’s & Youth Ministry
Mary Lowder
Organist
Dhawn Martin
Director, SoL Center
Leroy Sebesta
Music Administrative Assistant
John Silantien
Director, Choral Music
Maggie Sorrell
Director, Children’s Music
Frank Villalpando
Custodian
Session
Melissa Almsted
David Anderson
Robert Browning
Eva Dupertuis
Terry Fried
Devon Hile
Keith Kendall
Hanna Kuykendall
Melinda Louden
Art Nicholson
Dennis Richard
Molly Roth
Ariel Simpson
Sally Smith

Interfaith Welcome Coalition
in memory of Bill Spinks
William Walker
Peter Brantley

Committee
Christian Education
Stewardship & Finance, Chair
Christian Education, Chair
Youth Elder
Stewardship & Finance
Youth Elder
Mission Outreach & Justice, Chair
Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Mission Outreach & Justice
Facilities & Operations and
Co-Clerk of Session
Welcome & Fellowship
Facilities & Operations
Personnel
Welcome & Fellowship

————————————————————————————————————————————————————

The SoL Center Programming Fund
in honor of Matt Stafford and Wayne Knutson
Marcia Weser

Got Photos?
Have you taken a picture of a UPC event, worship service, or
activity? Do you have a snap shot of a Sunday school class or
youth group activity? What about a SoL Center class? If so,
email them to univpreschurch@gmail.com to be considered for
the church website or publications.

Loaves & Fishes
July 7 is Loaves & Fishes Sunday. Canned items needed are
soup, fruits, veggies, meat, tuna, and peanut butter. Monetary
donations are also welcome. Please mark checks or envelopes
with “Loaves & Fishes.”

Ben Henderson
Sandy Nicholson
Betsy Pasley
Melissa Richard
Lou Williams
Tom Williams

Facilities & Operations, Chair
Church Treasurer
Co-Clerk of Session
Welcome & Fellowship, Chair
Personnel, Chair
Worship & Arts, Co-Chair

Board of Deacons
Carol Brown
Margaret Cairnes
Bonnie Flake
Marlyn Gibbs
Paula Henderson
Linda Ireland
Karen Jensen
Gail Olsen
Carlos Rodriguez
David Sanders
Don Sheldon
Nancy Vaughan

Parish
Northwest Parish
Moderator
Northwood Parish
Windcrest Parish
Castle Hills North Parish
Northeast Parish
College Students, Secretary
Alamo Heights Parish
Fredericksburg Parish
University Parish
Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer
Olmos Parish, Vice-Moderator
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SoL Green ‘19 and UPCC’s Pollinator Garden
Thanks to a fun, educational, and hopefully ongoing collaboration among University Presbyterian Children’s Center (UPCC),
the William R. Sinkin Eco Centro, and the Source of Light (SoL) Center, three Explorer’s Backyard gardens were enhanced with
flowers, laughter, and future pollinators. We love bees and butterflies! Many thanks to Meredith Miller and Judy Ress of
Eco Centro for their knowledge and excellent teaching skills. Also thanks to the amazing teachers and leaders of UPCC:
Sandy Stout, Samantha Perez, Cindy Calvo Garcia, Diane Bobadilla, Rose Alvarado, Rachel Cantu, Linda Rodriguez,
and the amazing Cindi Catlin Gaskins for making this all possible. What a gift and privilege to be part of this community.
— Dhawn Martin
I liked planting them
or the butterflies to have.
We had to be very careful
with the roots.
They are so pretty!

I watered them.
Did you know
there was a bug
but he was
a good bug
so I liked him.
(age 5).

I water ALL of the plants
so they will grow and grow
and they need lots of water
all the time.
(age 5)

The pumpkin playground
was my favorite. It has
sticks for something
like the leaves.
(age 4)
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