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The Next Steps in UPC’s Rainbow Journey

“UPC is a welcoming church.” That’s a common reply new members give when asked what drew them to UPC.
However, this observation is no accident; it’s the result of tangible decisions and actions committed to ensure UPC is
open to all as unique creations of God, no matter who they love or how they identify.

While UPC was known around the community as a welcoming church, in 2010 then-pastor Kelly Allen challenged the
Session to explore efforts that would publicly express UPC’s inclusive values. First tangible steps were taken in 2011,
when UPC became a More Light Presbyterian congregation, developed a Welcome Statement, and created a
Welcoming Task Force.
The task force’s small but mighty group of volunteers was initially led by Gail Raney, and has continued for the past six
years under the inspirational leadership of Barry Hubbard. This team ensured UPC was active in local events to support
the LGBTQIA+ community and its allies.
Task force participant Lou Williams applauds Barry for helping group members “live more fully into the authentic selves
that God calls us to be.” She added, “He has shown true humility, caring, consistent leadership, incredible organization,
and stalwart but sensitive risk-taking in so many areas of church life….he has shown and reminded us that our sexual
orientation is essential to who we are, but it is not the exclusive or overriding quality of our being."

Barry is handing off leadership to Arjay Kenneady and Karen Jensen, as the effort evolves under a new name, Rainbow
Welcome, which will continue to focus on gender identity and sexual orientation, while other UPC efforts continue
ministry to other marginalized groups.
Rainbow Welcome will continue to assist UPC in living out the Welcome Statement. Arjay says, “I am grateful for Barry’s
contributions, which have led us to a crucial point where we are now with Rainbow Welcome. He was an inspirational
leader to the Welcoming Task Force, and I would not even try to fill his shoes.”
Co-leader Karen notes, “Barry is an inspiration to me - not only in how he served the community to help us make our
welcome statement more and more true - but also in how he serves the whole church. The many stories of Barry’s
phone calls, visits, and other ministries to members of our congregation who are ill and/or aging, teaches me how to be
a good and faithful servant of God. I want to be just like Barry when I ‘grow up.’”

Check out the Welcome Statement on the upcsa.org website, in the weekly Worship Service Bulletin, InTouch e-mails,
or the Multitude. Also, let Arjay or Karen know if you have ideas on how UPC can live out the promise of this statement,
and thank Barry for his leadership the next time you see him.
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Worship Information
June 2—Seventh Sunday of Easter
10 a.m. Worship Service
Consuelo Donahue, preaching

June 23—Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10 a.m. Worship Service
Jeff Chu, preaching

Scripture Reading
Ephesians 5:1-2

Scripture Reading
Psalm 42 and 43; Luke 8:26-39

Anthem
Come Before His Presence with Singing by John Purifoy
Adult Choir

Anthem
Ubin Caritas et Amor by Maurice Durufle
Adult Choir

June 9—Pentecost Sunday
10 a.m. Worship Service
Todd McGraw, preaching
Scripture Reading
1 Samuel 16:1-7
Anthem
Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit by William Dawson
Adult Choir
Special Note
We will welcome new members.
June 16—Trinity Sunday
10 a.m. Worship Service
Dries Coetzee, preaching

June 30—Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10 a.m. Worship Service
Dries Coetzee, preaching

Scripture Reading
John 16:12-15

Scripture Reading
Luke 7:11-17

Anthem
Holy, Holy, Holy by John Purifoy
Adult Choir

Service Music
TBD
Tom Williams

Summer Schedule
Summer Worship
We will have one worship service at 10:00am through Labor Day Weekend.
Summer Sunday School
We will have a joint Adult Studies Class and a combined Children and Youth Class
at 9 a.m. during the month of June.
Summer Church Office Hours
The office will be open Monday-Thursday from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
and Fridays from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
between Memorial Day and Labor Day.
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A Message from Dries
Summer has arrived and it invites us to a different pace of life. Here at church, we follow the church seasons
and the liturgical calendar. This year, June will bring Pentecost Sunday, on the 9th, which will bring an end to
the Easter Season as we enter Ordinary time. This, the longest season on the church calendar, will take us to
the first Sunday of Advent. Amid this season, there will be special Sundays, like Trinity Sunday, June 16, which
is one of my most meaningful theological holy days.
In our nation, June is also a month for Pride. While Pride is a secular
celebration, it is an opportunity for us as a church to reflect upon
where we as Christians exclude, and how we can embrace a more
holistically Christ-like way of being. This year we are intentional in
building a welcome that aims to focus on education combined with
hands-on activities to cultivate an engaged spirituality.

The weekend of Saturday and Sunday, June 22 and 23, we welcome
journalist, author, and speaker Jeff Chu to UPC. On Saturday from
4:30-6 p.m., Jeff will share some of what he's learned over years of
meeting LGBTQ+ people, both in the U.S. and abroad. We'll
experience stories of struggle, resilience, grief, and joy, all the while
asking, "Where is God in this?" On Sunday, he will preach at 10 a.m.
with his sermon entitled, "Our Hope and Our Help."
Throughout June, we will have a combined adult Sunday School class led by members of UPC's LGBTQIA+
community and allies. While they will share in the stories of their struggles and joys, we will learn more about
the history of our church’s inclusion and about the complexity and challenge of gender orientation and identity.
Combined with worship and education, we will have a hands-on project supporting the Interfaith Welcome
Coalition and the overnight shelter at Travis Park Church, and our siblings, mostly from the global south,
coming to the U.S. for safety, housing, and gainful employment. Among the peoples crossing our path, we see
an intersection with our passion and ministry here at UPC.
I am excited to live into the vulnerability that this month offers us, as together we embody Jesus of Nazareth.
Blessings,
Dries

New Members
The UPC Session will gather on Sunday, June 9, 8:45-9:45 a.m. in the Church Library
for the purpose of receiving new members into UPC's congregation.
If you would like to join the church, please contact the church office
no later than Tuesday, June 4, in order to prepare the agenda for the meeting
and to make sure new member packets are ready.
You will then be introduced to the congregation during the 10 a.m. worship service.
Please note that it is not necessary to attend a Newcomer & Inquiry class
prior to joining UPC. There will be another class held in late summer or early fall
that you are welcome to attend.
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Summer Classes

The SoL Center
(Source of Light)
at University
Presbyterian Church
is an interfaith
education center
for those who seek
to encounter the
full dimensions
of life and faith
in the spirit
of respectful curiosity.

Introduction to Yoga—In Celebration of the 5th Annual International Day of Yoga
with Shari Miller Gaiennie
Thursday, June 20; 6:00pm – 7:00pm; Free
Many aspects of yoga will be introduced, including breathing exercises,
postures, and meditation. This class is for EVERYONE—it is beginner friendly!
Please bring a yoga mat and a bottle of water.
Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance—An Interfaith Book Dialog
Co-Sponsored with the Raindrop Foundation San Antonio
and the Dialogue Institute of the Southwest
Five Sundays, June 23, 30, July 7, 14, and 21; 1:30pm – 3:00pm
$20/5 sessions on or before June 14; $25 after
Location: Raindrop Foundation (4337 Vance Jackson Rd., 78230)
Across five Sundays, we will study, break bread together, and discuss Angela Duckworth’s book,
Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance. Each week we will dive into one or two chapters, exploring
Duckworth’s insights on how a mix of passion and perseverance, which she labels “grit,” combine to foster
success and resilience. A different member of the group will be asked to lead that week’s discussion. This
group is organized by Fatma Arslan, Sumeyra Tek, and Dhawn Martin.
Older Adults Technology Services (O.A.T.S.)
July Dates TBD; 10 a.m.-12 noon
OATS is an “organization dedicated to helping older adults.” This multi-week training program
is “designed to engage seniors around mainstream technology in order to drive life changes
in five key impact areas: Social Engagement, Health and Wellness, Financial Security,
Advocacy and Civic Engagement, and Lifelong Learning and Creative Expressions”
Stay tuned for more details and complete class topics.
Green ‘19 Event
Movie Screening: In the Light of Reverence
In collaboration with Headwaters at Incarnate Word
Wednesday, July 10; 6:00pm – 7:30pm; Free
Location: Sinkin’ Eco Centro (1802 N Main Ave, San Antonio, TX 78212)
Join us for this important screening. As found on the Sacred Land Films Project website, here is the official
description of the film’s themes and content: “Ten years in the making, In the Light of Reverence explores
American culture’s relationship to nature in three places considered sacred by native peoples: Devils Tower
in Wyoming, the Colorado Plateau in the Southwest and Mount Shasta in California. Rich in minerals and
beloved by recreational users, these ‘holy lands’ exert a spiritual gravity that pulls Native Americans into
conflict with mining companies, New Age practitioners and rock climbers. Ironically, all sides see themselves
as besieged. This award-winning film documents the Lakota, Hopi and Winnemem Wintu efforts to protect
their most sacred places. Their battles tell a new story of culture clashes in an ancient landscape.”

Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments
The 2019-2020 PW/Horizons Bible Study with Rev. San Williams
Three days, Tuesday, August 6 - Thursday, August 8; 10:00am – Noon
$35/3 sessions on or before July 30, $40 after (5th person in same group free)
Dhawn Martin,
A primary theme that will be explored in this study is to engage the Ten Commandments
Director
not as a rigid set of to-do’s and not to-do’s. Rather, author Eugenia Anne Gamble
The SoL Center
invites folks to encounter the Commandments as a “‘love letter’ from God.”
300 Bushnell Ave
San Antonio, TX 78212 Across these three days, we will explore teaching strategies and theme
210-732-9927
development for groups to study Love Carved in Stone.
solcenter@upcsa.org
upcsa.org/about-sol/
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Pentecost Offering
Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord, send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us power, send us grace!
— Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying (Hymn No. 469)
On June 9 we have the opportunity to participate in the PC(USA) Pentecost Special Offering. A gift to the
Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young people, and also address the
needs of at-risk children. Unlike some of the other special offerings, University Presbyterian will retain 40% of
the Pentecost offering. This year, 40 cents of every dollar we give will support the mission and ministry of John
Knox Ranch.
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the church. The
Holy Spirit remains with us still, connecting us with the church of the past, continuing to inspire the church of
today, and pointing us to the church of the future. To that end, the remaining 60% of donations we make on
June 9 will be used to support ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency, including Young Adult
Volunteers, Ministries for Youth, and Children-at-Risk.
We’d also like to let you know that can give on-line,
at the UPC website. Select “University Presbyterian
Church” and put “Pentecost Offering” in the note.
A gift to the Pentecost Offering allows us to invest in
our greatest resource, our youth. Please thoughtfully
consider how you might support the important
initiatives that support and develop our future.
— Jacob Tingle

Treasurer’s Report
Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges. We have had a strong start to the year. Revenues were
better than projected and expenses less than projected for the month again, so we have a positive balance at
the moment.
We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for
a particular purpose. The overall balance in the special funds account is $152,022. Interfaith Welcome
Coalition (IWC) is kept separately and has a balance of $227,276. IWC helps the many immigrants put into
South Texas detention centers & families seeking asylum. The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and
has an operating budget of $33,500 and separate endowment accounts. The summer course offerings are
available for enrollment. The stock market was again in positive territory in April which helped funds which are
invested for the long term.
In addition to operating funds and special
purpose funds, we also have Endowment
Funds which are long term funds that help
support UPC, The SoL Center, and the
University Presbyterian Children’s Center.
The current market value of UPC
Endowments is $584,393 and the book
value is $409,773. The current market value
of SoL Endowments is $123,077 and the
book value is $97,436. Endowments are
invested and only the earnings or a
percentage of the current value may be
used regularly.
—Sandy Nicholson
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SUNDAY
30
9-9:45 am (CE)
Sunday School
10-11 am (S)
Worship Service
11:15-11:45 am (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
1:30-3 pm (Off-Site)
SoL: Interfaith Book Dialog
2-4 pm (R)
Logos Rhema Ministries

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

June 2019

FRIDAY

ROOM KEY
N = Narthex
S = Sanctuary
R = Comm. Room
K = Kitchen
Y = Courtyard
A = Library
C = Conf. Room
O = Pastor Office
CC = CC Rooms
G = Gath. Place
F = CE Forum
1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7

SATURDAY
1
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
9:30-10:30 am (F)
Artwork Removed
12-6 pm (Off-Site)
Pride Event
at Market Square
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

2
9-9:30 am (A)
Children’s Parent Council
9-9:45 am (CE)
Sunday School
9-10 am (R)
Adult Choir Rehearsal
10-11 am (S)
Worship Service
11:15-11:45 am (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
11:30 am-12:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lunch Bunch—Tomatillo’s
1:30-5 pm (1)
SA Sponsoring Committee Training
2-4 pm (R)
Logos Rhema Ministries
5-6:30 pm (Off-Site)
Youth Group Mini Golf/Lazer Tag

3
CC June Summer Session Starts

4
9:30-11:30 am (Outside)
CC Music & Movement
10-11 am (S)
11:30 am-12:30 pm (3)
Yoga Book Study
CC Storyteller
1-3 pm (F)
1-2 pm (A)
Yoga
Staff Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
5:30-7 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
Inklings Book Group
6:30-8:30 pm (4)
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women Early Childhood Training

5
Morning (F)
Artwork Change
9:30-11:30 am (Outside)
CC Music & Movement
6:30-8 pm
Committee Meetings: CE(5), F&O(2),
MOJ(3), S&F(A), W&F(1), W&A(4)
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

6
10 am-2 pm (3)
IWC Backpack Assembly
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-9 pm (4)
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board)

7
12-1 pm (1)
Prayer Shawl Ministry
8-9 pm (A)
AA Group Meeting

8
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting
7-8 pm (4)
AA Speaker Meeting

9
9-9:45 am (CE)
Sunday School
9-10 am (R)
Adult Choir Rehearsal
10-11 am (S)
Worship Service
11:15-11:45 am (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
2-4 pm (R)
Logos Rhema Ministries
5-7 pm (Off-Site)
MOJ Committee Potluck—
Coetzee’s House

10
12-2 pm (R)
Staff Lunch (Salad Potluck)
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women

11
9:30-11:30 am (Outside)
CC Music & Movement
11:30 am-12:30 pm (3)
Yoga Book Study
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
6:30-8:30 pm (4)
Early Childhood Training
7-8:30 pm (Off-Site)
SA Sponsoring Committee
Assembly—St Paul’s Episcopal

12
Payroll Due

13
9-11 am (Outside)
SoL: Green ‘19 Event with UPCC
10 am-2 pm (3)
IWC Backpack Assembly
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
12:30-2 pm (3)
CC Accreditation Support Group
2-3:30 pm (A)
Library Committee Meeting
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting

14
7-8:30 pm (4)
Jewish Voice for Peace
8-9 pm (A)
AA Group Meeting

15
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
9:30 am-2 pm (R)
AA Grapevine Celebration
10-11 am (Off-Site)
Memorial Service
TBD (___)
Memorial Reception
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

16
9-9:45 am (CE)
Sunday School
9-10 am (R)
Adult Choir Rehearsal
10-11 am (S)
Worship Service
11:15-11:45 am (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
11:30 am-12:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lunch Bunch—Hearthstone
2-4 pm (R)
Logos Rhema Ministries

17
1-2 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women

18
11:30 am-12:30 pm (3)
Yoga Book Study
11:30 am-1 pm (4)
CC Board Meeting
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
6:30-8:30 pm (4)
Early Childhood Training

19
9 am-12:30 pm (S)
CC Drumming Around
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting
7-9 pm (4)
Session Meeting

20
Multitude Deadline

21
8-9 pm (A)
AA Group Meeting

22
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
4:30-6 pm (4)
Uncommon Grace,
Otherworldly Hope
Workshop with Jeff Chu
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

23
8:45-9:45 am (CE)
Sunday School
9-10 am (R)
Adult Choir Rehearsal
10-11 am (S)
Worship Service
11:15-11:45 am (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
1:30-3 pm (Off-Site)
SoL: Interfaith Book Dialog
2-4 pm (R)
Logos Rhema Ministries
4-5:30 pm (Off-Site)
Pride Interfaith Service—Madison
Square Presbyterian Church

24
1-2 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
2:30-4 pm (1)
Lily Grant Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8 pm (2)
AA Grapevine Meeting
6:30-9 pm (Off-Site)
Women’s Book Group
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women

25
11:30 am-12:30 pm (3)
Yoga Book Study
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group

26
Payroll Due

27
9-11 am (3)
IWC Leader Meeting
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting

9:30-11:30 am (Outside)
CC Music & Movement
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
6:30-8 pm (Off-Site)
Deacons Meeting—Marian Higgins
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting
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2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
4-5 pm (4)
SoL Program Committee
5-6 pm (4)
SoL Board Meeting
6-7 pm (4 and F)
SoL: Intro to Yoga
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting

28
29
CC June Summer Session Ends 8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
All Day (R)
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Community Room Floor Cleaning Thai Massage Class
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
7-8 pm (R)
Thai Massage Class
Recovery Group Meeting
6-8 pm (Off-Site)
Guess Who’s Coming to Appetizers
8-9 pm (A)
AA Group Meeting

Children and Youth Ministry
Combined Sunday School
We will have a combined children and youth class at 9 a.m. during the month of June.
Youth
June—Mini Golf & Laser Tag / 6th Grade “Kidnapping” - Sunday, June 2, 5-6:30 p.m.
We are going to have our annual 6th grade kidnapping event at Monster Mini Golf & Laser Tag
(2267 NW Military Hwy., 78213.)
July—Schlitterbahn Waterpark—Saturday, July 27
We are planning to go to Schlitterbahn Waterpark for our July activity. The cost of general admission
is typically $54.99; however, the church will pay $34.99 of the cost, leaving the cost at $20 per youth.
Scholarships are available.
August - off for Sabbath
There will be no youth group activities this month; however, participation in the Church Mo Ranch
weekend on August 2-4 is highly recommended.
Children
Parent Council Meeting– Sunday, June 2, 9-9:30 a.m.
The parent council will meet during
Summer Sunday School on June 2 I
n the church Library.

Women’s Book Group
Book group will meet on Monday evening, June 24 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Lou Williams. Janifer Meldrum
will moderate our discussion of God Save Texas: A Journey into the Soul of the Lone Star State by
Lawrence Wright. Everyone's welcome, simply bring a salad to share and prepare for lively discussion.
Here is a review:
With humor and the biting insight of a native, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Looming Tower explores
the history, culture, and politics of Texas, while holding the stereotypes up for rigorous scrutiny.
God Save Texas is a journey through the most controversial state in America.
It is a red state in the heart of Trumpland that hasn't elected a Democrat to a
statewide office in more than twenty years; but it is also a state in which
minorities already form a majority (including the largest number of Muslims).
The cities are blue and among the most diverse in the nation. Oil is still king
but Texas now leads California in technology exports. The Texas economic
model of low taxes and minimal regulation has produced extraordinary growth
but also striking income disparities. Texas looks a lot like the America that
Donald Trump wants to create. And Wright's profound portrait of the state not
only reflects our country back as it is, but as it was and as it might be.
“In every generation until mine, most of humanity lived with the night sky.
As people began moving into cities and using more illumination, the sky
gradually disappeared. There must be a corresponding loss of wonder without
the stars to remind us where we stand in creation.”
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Introducing...

Carolynn and Stan Cobbs
UPC feels privileged to have received so many new
members to our congregation over the past year.
Among them are Carolynn and Stan Cobbs. The
Cobbs spent 38 years in Kerrville and moved recently
to San Antonio for better medical facilities and to be
closer to family. They presently live in Brookdale on
Basse Road.
Both Carolynn and Stan are retired educators.
Carolynn taught grades K-2 in both public and private
schools for 38 years. Stan was a Vice President for
advertising and development as well as a director of
church relations at Schreiner University. In addition,
Stan worked at Mo-Ranch and Austin College.
Stan proudly admits that his greatest accomplishment
in life is his marriage to Carolynn for 64 years.
They have three children: Stephen, a Presbyterian
pastor in Herdan, Virginia; Karen, a teacher in San
Antonio; and Sarah who also is a teacher in Atlanta,
Georgia. The Cobbs have nine grandchildren and one
great grandson.
When visiting UPC, Carolynn and Stan were pleased to see familiar faces from Kerrville among them.
They love getting to know others and particularly enjoy the music and passing of the peace.
Stan and Carolynn have served the church as Elders, Deacons and in many other roles over the years.
They are thrilled to be a part of this church family.
We welcome you, Carolynn and Stan to our Community of Faith.
— Marian Higgins
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Introducing...

Emilie and Jim Rogers
Though Emilie and Jim Rogers have only recently
joined UPC, their faces may be familiar to many of us,
having lived, worked, and worshipped within the San
Antonio community for the past 40+ years. In fact, Jim
describes them as “San Antoniophiles.” Though Jim
grew up in Temple and Dallas, he became fascinated
with San Antonio after a trip to the Alamo at age 8 and
another to Hemisfair at 21. Emilie’s roots are even
deeper, as she is a descendant of James C. Neill, who
commanded the Alamo before William Travis.

After graduating from UT Austin, Emilie became a
public school special education teacher, but for the last
thirty years she has taught yoga, becoming a Certified
Iyengar Yoga Teacher in 1999. She founded the
Esther Vexler Yoga School in 2007. EVYS was the first
hatha yoga teacher training program in South Texas,
and Emilie served as its first director for 8 years and
remains on the board.
Jim received his medical degree from UTHSC in San
Antonio and completed psychiatric residencies in New
York and San Antonio, before joining the medical
faculty here in 1977. Specializing in child and
adolescent psychiatry, Jim served on the medical school faculty for 30 years and on the clinical staff of the
Child Guidance Center becoming the Executive Director from 1987 until 2007. Following that, Jim served 9
years as the first Medical Director for the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services in Austin
focusing on the medical care of foster children.
Together, Emilie and Jim have created a life which acknowledges and nurtures mind, body, and spirit – not
only their own, but those of others, and not only through their work lives but also as a family. Both express a
love of travel – being enriched by the history, culture, spirituality, and cuisines of the world. Emilie loves to
cook, garden, and read. They are parents of two adult daughters. Aimee, her husband John Gorostiza, both
nurses and parents of 4-year-old son Charlie, live in San Antonio. Celeste works as a teaching chef at Sur la
Table in New York City. An entrepreneur, she has co-founded a home cooking delivery company, won an
episode of Chopped on Food Network, and will soon have culinary instructional videos on Bluprint.com.
The journey which has led Emilie and Jim to UPC has included Jim’s early immersion in the Methodist church
and his and Emilie’s active involvement as members of Travis Park Methodist Church. Their nature as
“seekers” led them to visit UPC with friends who had joined in recent years, and it recently began to feel like
home. Jim says, “I really appreciate the welcoming nature of the community and the progressive interfaith
orientation.” And Emilie adds, “I like so many things:
The congregation is dedicated to respecting the
dignity of all human beings. The sermons are
inspirational. Many of my old friends are members,
and I hope to make many new ones. The Sol
Center is wonderful. There is no TV in the worship
service!”
Let’s join in welcoming Emilie and Jim to the work,
worship, and fellowship at UPC!
— Lou Williams
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Introducing...

Lexi Saenz and Jacob Palmer
Are you from San Antonio?
Both Lexi Saenz and Jacob Palmer are from SA.
Where did you go to school?
Jacob: I graduated from John Marshall High School.
Lexi: I recently graduated from the University of
Texas in San Antonio with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Political Science and have been admitted to Syracuse
University Law School which Lexi said is her biggest
accomplishment so far.

What is your job?
Jacob: I am a IT Analyst and my biggest
accomplishments to date are career advancements
over the past year. Lexi is a student.
Tell us about your family.
Jacob lists the Palmers as Julie, Lloyd, Hunter,
Morgan, and Lexi Saenz. Lexi includes Mom-Ida
Saenz, Dad-Eric Saenz, Siblings-Jenny Lockwood
and Eric Winn, and dogs-Max and Lucy.
How would you describe your faith journey?
Lexi: I was raised in the Catholic Faith, but I didn’t
believe in their stances on social issues. I was in search for a new church, and after taking courses on religion
in society, I knew I was after a more liberal church and decided to look up Presbyterian Churches in SA. UPC’s
appeared to be a very open church, and I loved what the welcoming statement had to say. Jacob: I was raised
Catholic, but over time fell away from the church to find UPC through Lexi. Lexi was the main reason for
coming to UPC. She had taken a religious course and thought this would be a good fit for us.
What do you like about UPC?
Lexi and Jacob: Both like how welcoming everyone is and that all opinions are listened to. Lexi said: the
service always leaves me excited for the next week; after hearing Dries sermon the first time, I knew I wanted
to join. Jacob mentioned how being greeted by an Elder and Dries with a cookie mix made a difference for
him. Both would like to volunteer for activities whenever they have a free weekend.
What would you like to help UPC do differently?
Lexi: I would like to reach out to the college students and the youth. Jacob: I would like to help with UPC’s
social media and online presence.
What are your interests and hobbies?
Lexi: I really enjoy learning about philosophy,
specifically the political philosophy of the ancient
scholars. I love the Dallas Cowboys, Game of
Thrones, playing tennis and watching musicals.
Jacob: I like Jiu Jitsu and MMA, as well as
computers.
Welcome to our Community of Faith, Lexi and Jacob.
— Marian Higgins
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Introducing...

Lydia and Matthew Piper
Lydia and Matthew Piper are among the many
delightful members who recently joined UPC. Having
been born in Virginia, both Lydia and Matthew moved
to San Antonio as a result of Army and Air Force
assignments. Their family also includes two cats,
Floyd and Vera, whom Lydia rescued five years ago in
Baltimore.
Lydia and Matthew met each other at the University of
Virginia. Lydia earned a B.A. in Human Biology, and
Matt completed his B.S. in Aerospace Engineering.
Both continued their education, Lydia completing a
M.D. at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore while
Matt earned a M.S. in Astronomical Engineering at the
Air Force Institute of Technology in Dayton, Ohio.
Presently, Lydia is a Medical Resident in General
Surgery at BAMC, now completing her fourth of six
years. Matt works as a Research Engineer for the Air
Force Research Laboratory.
Lydia and Matt love to travel and always look forward
to that “next trip”. Matt enjoys doing the searching and
planning, while Lydia relaxes crocheting. She has crocheted stuffed animals for many of her friends’ children.
As an aside, we need to introduce Lydia to the Prayer Shawl Committee!
In addition to traveling, the Pipers enjoy being in the out-of-doors. This includes hiking and camping. Both are
runners, although Matt is much more “manical” and tends to run longer races.
Lydia and Matt describe their faith journey as “an ongoing process.” In an attempt to find a church home that fit
their needs, they searched the website. They looked for a church that was “open to all people and that would
be accepting to people like us who have stumbled at times on our faith journey. This was embodied in the
Welcome Statement that we read on the website, and we found it to be true once we arrived.” After visiting for
several months, they realized that UPC “felt like home.”
In asking Lydia and Matt what they like about UPC, they answered the “welcoming community, great music,
and challenging and topical sermons.”

Lydia and Matt would like to contribute to the UPC
community by “getting more involved in the Mission
Outreach Justice Committee and in organizations such
as Interfaith Welcome Committee to help make
San Antonio and UPC an even more welcoming
community.” Already they have been involved in some of
the outreach efforts, such as Habitat for Humanity.
Welcome, Lydia, Matt, Floyd, and Vera. We look forward
to becoming better acquainted as we all work
together in our community of faith!
— Marian Higgins
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Introducing...

Lily Carter and Yomira Rodriguez
New to San Antonio as well as to UPC, Lily and Yomira
are both recently graduated from Winthrop University in
South Carolina with Bachelor’s degrees in Social Work.
They moved to San Antonio because Lily joined the
Army after graduation and is stationed at Fort Sam
Houston. Her greatest accomplishment to date is being
accepted into the Army- University of Kentucky Master
of Social Work Program. Yomira’s greatest
accomplishment has been earning her Bachelor’s
degree and immediately getting a job with Project:
H.O.T. HIV clinic, a non-profit agency which serves
veterans.
Yomira and Lily are enjoying getting to know the city.
They like trying out new restaurants, hanging out at
Dave & Buster’s, and exploring new parks with their
dog Haymitch. Yomira was able to fit a Lenten group
into her schedule, participating and sharing her
perspective - and good-naturedly accepting the
challenge to learn 10 or 11 new names and faces the
second week. She passed with flying colors!
Both Lily and Yomira began their faith journeys in conservative families. Lily was raised Southern Baptist, and
Yomira grew up in the Catholic tradition. In college, each began to understand her own spirituality and develop
personal understanding of and relationship with God. Together, they seek to continue to grow in faith and
understanding of God’s grace in their lives.
As they began seeking a church in San Antonio, UPC’s Welcome Statement of inclusion grabbed their
attention, but they were also looking for a church which is not only welcoming and affirming but is active in the
community. Their first Sunday Todd was preaching, and they felt immediately that UPC would be a place
where they could grow as a couple and in their relationship with God. They felt warmly welcomed, and they
saw UPC as a church of action working to create positive change in the community.
They love the coffee every Sunday and the opportunity to visit and get acquainted. They are ready to join in
Sunday school, to work with projects, and they are especially interested in helping with outreach to young
adults from ages 18-30.
Welcome, Lily and Yomira!
— Lou Williams
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UPCC Parent Feedback
The UPCC Summer Sessions begin June 3 with all 6 classrooms for children 4-months to 5 years of age at full
enrollment of 80 children each day. Eight brand new families join us this summer with the infants starting their
UPCC journey in room 1.
In addition, UPCC also will be piloting a school age program called SOIL: School-age Outdoor Investigational
Learning for children 5 to 9 years of age in a series of 4 two-week session. Each
session will focus on a special topic (STEM, creative arts, Spanish, or literacy) explored through nature
activities with the majority of the day spent outside learning and exploring in the beautiful UPC gathering space
and church lawns, Trinity campus, Landa library gardens nature walks, and our own extensive outdoor spaces
while the younger children are sleeping. We have been amazed at the response for this new program from our
current and former families as each of the sessions are close to or at the capacity of 24 children. We sense this
pilot program is clearly meeting a need in the community and are excited to explore this new opportunity for our
staff and families.
June Special Activities:
June 3: Storyteller Miss Anastasia visits with Splat the Cat for all ages
June 13: EcoCentro will install a pollinator garden with the preschool and school age children
June 28: International Mud Day Celebration for all!
We would like to share some of the comments from our 2018 – 2019 UPCC Family Feedback:
What do you like best about the program?
 The best thing about UPCC is the care and compassion each child receives.
 I love how nature based and peaceful the teachers, curriculum and school are.
 I like how caring and attentive the teachers are. I also like the outdoor spaces
 Our child loves the outside time. He loves the “unstructured” time. All of the “extras”
ya’ll bring in stay with him and I know he’s making connections between what he’s learning
and the outside world.
 I love the nature-based and play-based learning that is child-led vs. a lot of instruction.
 I love how well the teachers interact with the students and of course the way the school
uses nature throughout is wonderful!
What were your main reasons for choosing the Children’s Center for you child?
 We visited UPCC and another school. UPCC was head and shoulders above the other school
because of the outdoor classroom. This school is more like a treehouse than a school. I knew
immediately that this kind of environment, the student-led learning would be perfect for any child.
But for a boy, it is imperative.
 Nature inspired program.
 The feeling I got from the teachers and the atmosphere. I got a good feeling that my child would
be safe and well taken care of.
 Children treated as individuals and their program is adjusted accordingly.

Anything else you would like us to know or consider?
 Love that ya’ll are innovating and trying new programs – such as the older kid
summer camp programs.
 You are all amazing!
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CHURCH RETREAT AT MO RANCH
Friday, Aug. 2 - Sunday, Aug. 4
Full details and registration information in the July Multitude.

Summer Choir
During the summer months, the UPC Adult Choir will rehearse on Sundays at 9 a.m. prior to the one worship
service at 100 a.m. This would be a great time to sing with the choir, particularly for those of you who can’t
make Thursday evening rehearsals during the rest of the year. Choir will be on vacation June 30, July 7, Aug. 4
and Aug. 11. Otherwise, just let John Silantien (jsilan@satx.rr.com) or Leroy Sebesta (lsebesta@satx.rr.com)
know you’re coming, and they’ll have some music ready for you. No audition, all levels of experience welcome.
C’mon, try it out!

Forum Artwork
The artwork display in the Forum for the Summer months will be IWC Prayer Flags. Purchasing flags help
provide lifelines for asylum seekers. Your donation of $25 pays for a fully supplied backpack for a refugee
family that has arrived in San Antonio with only the clothes on their back. These families, who have temporary
asylum status, are met by volunteers at the bus station or airport. They are given a backpack (filled with food
and toiletries) as they travel to their sponsors or family members to await their immigration court date.
The Interfaith Welcome Coalition (IWC) is a faith-based organization addressing the changing needs of asylum
seekers, refugees and at-risk immigrants. Prayer flags are lovingly made by hand by members of the IWC.

Session Highlights from May Meeting
 The Session approved two committee recommendations in support of our spirit of inclusion. The first from the

Mission, Outreach & Justice committee is to transition the name and update the mission of the Welcoming
Task Force to Rainbow Welcome. The second from the Christian Education committee was to approve
related LGBT topics for the five sessions of Sunday School in June.

 Considering many new and current members have not had much exposure to the shared leadership model of

the Presbyterian Church, the Session will develop a communication plan to better describe the model and
help members understand the most effective outlets for input and participation.

 The Session approved Dries’ absence in October so he can lead UPC members on a South Africa trip to

learn about apartheid.

Prayer Shawls
The regular meeting of the UPC Shawl Ministry is the first Friday of every month in CE #1. The weekly
Wednesday morning Shawl Ministry Auxiliary now meets at the Corner Bakery in the Quarry Market from
7:30-9 a.m. New members are eagerly sought and warmly welcomed. On the fourth Sunday of every month,
shawls will be made available in the Narthex after the 11 a.m. worship service. During the rest of the month,
shawls may be found in the clear plastic box in the library. You are encouraged to sign out a shawl or lap robe
for anyone who is facing a crisis, challenge, or change. For further information, please contact Caryl Gaubatz
at slothcloth413@gmail.com or 210-651-0208.
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Earthcare Update
We had our first gathering of the Earthcare Team on May 12 just before the second worship service. We agreed
to go forward with the first year Earthcare application to PC(USA) and to start gathering ideas from the
congregation as to what we would like to do in worship, education, facilities, and outreach to become better
stewards of our planet. We agreed that the team would work with existing committees to try to implement our
ideas by becoming champions for ideas that spoke to us. The team is open to people of all ages and we hope
that everyone will participate in implementing plans and sharing ideas!
Some of the ideas so far are:
Wildflower Field
Butterfly Garden
Vegetable Garden
Rain Harvesting
Bike Racks
Recycled Art

Canning Classes
Solar Panels
Motion Detectors
Water Efficient Toilets
Lighting Changes

Maze / Labyrinth
Electronic Bulletins
Recycling Improvement
Garden Club
Compost

Worm Farm
Skylights
Bat Boxes
Raising Chickens
Free Library

If you want to participate or suggest more ideas, email Sandy Nicholson (sanartjam@aol.com) or put it in our
Earthcare basket in the Narthex.

SA Sponsoring
Save the date for two upcoming events:
Sunday, June 2 – A community organizing training session from 1:30-5:30 p.m. at UPC with instructor
Ramon Duran, Sponsoring Committee staff organizer.
Tuesday, June 11 – An all-congregations assembly at 7 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
(1018 E Grayson St, 78208) to find out how you can get involved in the organization’s work.
UPC is a founding member of the Sponsoring Committee, which has joined with other local congregations to
achieve lasting change around economic and social justice issues we all care about.

Hospitality Needed
There is a need for volunteers for 7-10 p.m. and overnight shifts at the Migrant Overnight Shelter at Travis Park
Church (230 E Travis St, 78205.) This is part of the volunteer efforts for the IWC (Interfaith Welcome Coalition)
for asylum seekers released from detention prior to taking a bus or a plane to their loved ones or sponsors.
Workers need to fill out volunteer paperwork and get background checks which takes a couple of days – so the
urgency is critical. Visit the IWC website at https://interfaithwelcomecoalition.org/get-involved/ or contact Lenna
Baxter for information at 210-872-6092.

Get Your UPC Gear
UPC gear including t-shirts, polos, coffee mugs,
water bottles, hoodies, baseball caps, car decals, and more
are available for purchase at:
www.cafepress.com/upcsa1.
Check it out. You pay for your own items and they are
shipped directly to you.
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Pride Month Events

Join Temple Beth-El
on Friday, June 14 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Wulfe Sanctuary as we celebrate Pride.
Past Temple President Bill Goodman
will offer the D’Var Torah,
and Temple members Mark Ingram,
Jason Miller-Goodman, and Julie Tzucker-Nikolas
will each speak from their perspectives on Pride.
Rabbi Nathan will share a blessing of LGBTQ
members and allies.
Note: Before the service, all are invited
to a special Shabbat Nosh celebrating Pride
beginning at 5:45 p.m.
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Uncommon Grace, Otherworldly Hope
As part of Pride Month, UPC will host Jeff Chu, journalist and author of the
book Does Jesus Really Love Me? that features his reporting on Christianity
and sexuality across America. Join us on Saturday, June 22, from 4:30-6
p.m. for a workshop where Jeff will share some of what he's learned over
years of meeting LGBTQ+ people, both in the U.S. and abroad. We'll
experience stories of struggle, resilience, grief, and joy, all the while asking,
"Where is God in this?" On Sunday, June 23, he will preach during the 10
a.m. worship service with his sermon entitled, "Our Hope and Our Help."
Over his eclectic journalistic career, Jeff Chu has interviewed presidents and
paupers, corporate execs and preachers, Britney Spears and Ben Kingsley.
As a writer and editor for Time and Fast Company, he has compiled an
award-winning portfolio including stories on hit-making Swedish songwriters
(a piece for which he went clubbing in Stockholm); James Bond (for which he
stood on a beach and watched Halle Berry emerge from the waves over and
over); undercover missionaries in the Arab world (he traveled to North Africa
and went to church); and the decline of Christianity in Europe (he prayed).
His acclaimed book, “Does Jesus Really Love Me?”, earned the cover of the
New York Times Book Review.
As a speaker, Chu’s experience has been equally as compelling. He has stood before audiences in Catholic,
Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian and an array of other denominational and non-denominational churches
across the country. He has given lectures at major colleges, universities and seminaries, including (to name a
few) Princeton, Yale, Fuller, Calvin, Syracuse, and Hope. He has also graced the stages of the Library of
Congress's National Book Festival in Washington and the Los Angeles Times Festival of Books, Fast
Company's Innovation Uncensored and Innovation by Design gatherings, as well as the Progressive Youth
Ministry, Gay Christian Network, Why Christian?, and Room for All (Reformed Church in America)
conferences.
Chu grew up California and Florida. He went to high school in Miami, at Westminster Christian. He's a graduate
of Princeton and the London School of Economics. He has received fellowships from the Phillips Foundation,
the French-American Foundation, and the International Reporting Project, and in 2012, was part of the
Seminar on Debates in Religion and Sexuality at Harvard Divinity School.
Chu is the nephew and grandson of Baptist preachers, and currently serves as an elder at Old First Reformed
Church in Brooklyn, New York.

Special Topics Sunday School
Last year, UPC started a new tradition of using the month of June for an
integrated Sunday School on a special topic. In 2018, the topic was race and
white privilege.
This year, the 15th anniversary of the Stonewall riots and the 8th anniversary of
UPC becoming a More Light church, we are focusing on our LGBTQ+ and Allies
community. Join us from 9:00am-9:45am in CE Room 4.
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Congregational News
Our deepest sympathies extended to:
the family of Paul Cox who passed away May 8.
A memorial service will be held
at the SA Botanical Gardens
on Saturday, June 15, at 10:00am.
We hold Michelle, Byron, William, Laurel, and Crystal
in our thoughts and prayers.
We celebrate these High School graduations:
Endalkachew Coetzee
Byron Cox
Dan Fisher
Elise Frescas
Emlyn Harris
Grace Holland
Brynn Owen
Peyton Spriester
Sarah Strybos
Will Whitworth
We celebrate these birthdays:
1-Madeline Pieper
2-David Daviss
5-Jeanne Browning
5-Taylor Hile
6-Dale Clyde
6-Amy Deckard
7-James Adams
8-Sheri Rosen
9-Mark Seaman
10-Dave Pasley
13-Fernando Frescas
13-Jay Louden
13-Lydia Piper
16-Nicole Foy
16-Troy Toman
17-Sarah Strybos
18-Spring Blackett
18-Mary Lance
19-Andrew Frescas
19-Carlos Rodriguez
21-David Rezentes
21-Jim Shinkle
21-Susan Williams Sloan
22-D'Ann Seaman
23-Camille Holland
26-Daniel Almsted
26-Garry Cole
26-Bill Spinks
27-Sloane Spriester
27-Victoria Thompson
30-Clare Rezentes

We celebrate these anniversaries:
1-Betty and Ralph Fritz
4-Claire and David Daviss
6-Gail and Marc Raney
6-Nancy and Mark Vaughan
8-Lauren and Hunter Morris
8-Kay and Jerry Todd
14-Lydia and Matthew Piper
17-Robert and Jeanne Browning
21-Barbara and Jim Warren
24-Miriam and Leslie Ellison
24-Jane and Terry Fried
28-Sara and Will Holland
28-Jennifer and Jacob Tingle
28-Liz and Carl Helser
30-Caryl and Gary Gaubatz
We celebrate this Baptism:
Soren James Simons
son of Erika and Clayton Simons
and grandson of Bonnie and Bill Simons
on Sunday, May 12 .
Please note the following
staff vacation, staff leave or closing days:
Dries: May 28-June 5
Cindi: June 3-5
Anastasia: June 4 and 20
Dhawn: June 24-28
Young Adult Volunteers
Dakota and Tanner Kohfield look forward to sharing
the experience that you helped to make possible!
Keep up with them on their blogs:
https://yohabloelamor.wordpress.com/ (Dakota)
https://writeontheborder.wordpress.com/ (Tanner.)

Got Church Photos?
Have you taken a picture of a UPC event,
worship service, or activity?
Do you have a snap shot of a
Sunday school class or youth group activity?
What about a SoL Center class?
If so, email them to univpreschurch@gmail.com
to be considered for the church website or
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Gifts and Memorials
UPC Memorial Fund
in memory of Paul Cox
Barry Hubbard
Bernice Buxbaum

The Multitude is published monthly for
members and friends of University Presbyterian Church
to highlight the people and ministries of the church.
Submit articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org
by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited.
Staff
Andries Coetzee
Pastor
Anastasia Bernal
Administrative Assistant
Allan Catlin
Facility & Event Steward
Cindi Catlin Gaskins
Director, Children’s Center
Todd McGraw
Director, Children’s & Youth Ministry
Mary Lowder
Organist
Dhawn Martin
Director, SoL Center
Leroy Sebesta
Music Administrative Assistant
John Silantien
Director, Choral Music
Maggie Sorrell
Director, Children’s Music
Frank Villalpando
Custodian

UPCC Good Shepherd Fund
Cathy Leary and William Germer
David Goldberg
Jeanne and Robert Browning
Carolyn and Donald White
Beth and Dries Coetzee
Barbara and Jim Warren
Carol Brown
Anne Pearson
Jeanette and Gene Clark
Barry Hubbard
Betty and Ralph Fritz
Maureen Nowotny
Molly Roth and Alfredo Villareal
Sandy and Art Nicholson
Thurman Adkins
Ruth Frederick
Linda Ireland
in memory of Marie Moore
Cindi Catlin Gaskins and Dave Gaskins
in memory of Paul Gaskins
Jocelyn Miller
The Motta Family
Judy and Gary Cole
in honor of Cindi Catlin-Gaskins
Bonnie Flake and Francisco Garcia-Treto
Gail Olsen
Miriam and Leslie Ellison
Gay and Bill Spinks
Lou and David Williams

Session
Melissa Almsted
David Anderson
Robert Browning
Eva Dupertuis
Terry Fried
Devon Hile
Keith Kendall
Hanna Kuykendall
Melinda Louden
Art Nicholson
Dennis Richard
Molly Roth
Ariel Simpson
Sally Smith

Committee
Christian Education
Stewardship & Finance, Chair
Christian Education, Chair
Youth Elder
Stewardship & Finance
Youth Elder
Mission Outreach & Justice, Chair
Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Mission Outreach & Justice
Facilities & Operations and
Co-Clerk of Session
Welcome & Fellowship
Facilities & Operations
Personnel
Welcome & Fellowship

————————————————————————————————————————————————————

Loaves & Fishes
June 2 is Loaves & Fishes Sunday. Basic items needed are
2 lb. bags of sugar, 2 lb. bags of flour, 1 lb. cans of Crisco,
1 pt. bottles of vegetable oil, unsweetened cereal, and
oatmeal. Monetary donations are also welcome. Please
mark checks or envelopes with “Loaves & Fishes.”

Ben Henderson
Sandy Nicholson
Betsy Pasley
Melissa Richard
Lou Williams
Tom Williams

Facilities & Operations, Chair
Church Treasurer
Co-Clerk of Session
Welcome & Fellowship, Chair
Personnel, Chair
Worship & Arts, Co-Chair

Board of Deacons
Carol Brown
Margaret Cairnes
Bonnie Flake
Marlyn Gibbs
Paula Henderson
Linda Ireland
Karen Jensen
Gail Olsen
Carlos Rodriguez
David Sanders
Don Sheldon
Nancy Vaughan

Parish
Northwest Parish
Moderator
Northwood Parish
Windcrest Parish
Castle Hills North Parish
Northeast Parish
College Students, Secretary
Alamo Heights Parish
Fredericksburg Parish
University Parish
Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer
Olmos Parish, Vice-Moderator
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GUESS WHO’S COMING TO APPETIZERS? YOU!
When: Friday, June 28, 6-8 p.m.
Where: At a church member’s home near you.*
What: An unforgettable evening of delicious food, stimulating conversation, and lots of fun!
Bring your tastiest sweet or savory appetizer to share and enjoy a memorable evening
of conversation and fellowship. This will provide an opportunity for our church members to gather
in small groups in homes. Whether you’ve been around for a long while or you’re new to UPC,
these evenings will provide a delightful occasion to make new friends, or catch up with old ones! Singles,
couples, old, and young are encouraged to sign up. Child care will be provided at church from 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Sign up sheets are in the Administration Building and the Narthex. Contact Barbara Warren
(bjwarren53@gmail.com/210 416-9831) for more information or if you’re interested in hosting.
*Your host will contact you, but not until the week of the event to keep up the suspense!

More Than Books ...
Are you looking for something to read that's timely, interesting, educational and inspirational, but not as long as a book? UPC
subscribes to several magazines that fill the bill. These faith-focused magazines, available to borrow from the Administration
Building Lobby, will be displayed in the library this month. Presbyterians Today and Mission Crossroads come in multiple copies
and are available for the taking in the Narthex and Christian Education Education Building.
Presbyterians Today brings us stories of people living their faith through projects and programs in Presbyterian Churches and
communities in the United States and the world.
Mission Crossroads, is a Presbyterian Mission Agency publication about God's mission around the world through the PC (U.S.A.)
and its church partners. It publishes stories of mission projects throughout the world and the people who lead and serve these
projects. We heard from two such people in the spring, Rev. Maribel Parker and Rev. Scott Parker who serve in Lebanon, Syria,
and Iraq. In 2017 Presbyterian World Mission celebrated 180 years of international mission. “In that time, we have done a
180-degree turn in how we understand our role in God's mission,” said Matron Keith, associate director for administration,
Presbyterian World Mission. The World Mission—Personnel Guide includes mission support opportunities for 2018-19.
The Christian Century: Thinking Critically, Living Faithfully is a liberal magazine with an impressive list of contributing editors. It
brings a Christian sensibility to current topics such as the climate, women's issues, challenges facing pastors and congregations
today. It offers timely news of events and people, book reviews, reflections on the lectionary, and a focus on art in each issue.
Horizons: The Magazine for Presbyterian Women is published by Presbyterian Women. Each Issue focuses on a theme, most
recently, “Identity and Idols,” and “Faith and Creativity.” Their mission is the same as the publisher “:...We commit ourselves: to
nurture our faith through prayer and Bible study, to support the mission of the church worldwide, to work for justice and peace
and, to build an inclusive caring community of women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).... “ It's a beautiful
magazine with thoughtful articles, book reviews, news and information about Presbyterian women and the PC (USA).
The Presbyterian Outlook: Leading faithful conversations in the church and beyond publishes in depth articles on
challenges facing families, the church, pastors, and society. The magazine celebrates 200 years of publication in 2019.
Sojourners: Faith in Action for Social Justice, a progressive magazine, features “reporting, commentary, and analysis on
Christianity and politics, the church and social issues, social justice, and Christian living. Articles frequently feature coverage
of fair trade, interfaith dialogue, peacemaking, and work to alleviate poverty.” “Its mission is to inspire hope and
action by articulating the biblical call to racial and social justice, life and peace, and environmental stewardship.”
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Quoted material comes from the magazines and Wikipedia.
— Bonnie Flake

