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Good Shepherd Sunday

Imagine…how your donation to the Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund can help continue to grow the fund established in
2017. The goal behind the annual Good Shepherd Scholarship Drives is to increase the funds available to help meet the
ongoing need for tuition assistance for families who clearly value high quality early education for their young child but
find it difficult to fully afford such care. Over the years, the Children’s Center Scholarship Fund has provided partial
tuition assistance to over 200 families in our community from all backgrounds that brought the request of their need
anonymously to the scholarship committee of the Children’s Center board.
Imagine…how your donation can help make it possible for a child to attend UPCC in the coming years. Your donation
could provide tuition assistance for:
 A family struggling with high medical bills from required surgeries and
treatment for a life threatening illness.
 A young parent returning to college in order to earn a degree in hopes
of charting a different for their family.
 A family with two sets of student loans with high payments that make
paying full-price tuition for childcare at UPCC impossible.
 Retired grandparents, who provide childcare while the parents work full
time and also live in the same home to catch up on debt, to also have
some time a few days a week to have time for their own needs without
young children in tow.
 A single parent who works full time earning less than $15 an hour and
needs help with childcare tuition in order to afford basic necessities.
Imagine…how you can make a difference for families with the need and desire for high quality for their young children
that do not have the financial resources to afford the full-price monthly tuition. Please consider giving generously.
Join me in church on Sunday, May 12, during both worship services as
I reflect on UPCC and the Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund.
— Cindi Catlin Gaskins
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Worship Information
May 5—Third Sunday of Easter
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services
Dries Coetzee, preaching

May 19—Fifth Sunday of Easter
8:30 a.m. Worship Service
Dries Coetzee, preaching

Scripture Reading
John 21:1-19

Scripture Reading
TBD

Service Music
Fishers of Men by Dadee Reilly
Adult Choir Anthem

Service Music
Mary Lowder

Special Note:
We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
We will Ordain and Install Elders and Deacons.

May 19—Fifth Sunday of Easter
11 a.m. Worship Service
Youth Sunday
Scripture Readings, Reflections and Music
Youth Group Members
Special Note:
We will recognize High School Seniors.

May 12—Fourth Sunday of Easter
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services
Dries Coetzee, preaching
Cindi Catlin Gaskins, reflection
Scripture Reading
Psalm 23
Service Music
God of Eve, God of Mary by Fred Kaan
Adult Choir Anthem
Special Note:
We will Baptize Soren James Simons,
son of Erika and Clayton Simons and
grandson of Bonnie and Bill Simons

May 26—Sixth Sunday in Lent
10 a.m. Worship Service
Dries Coetzee, preaching
Scripture Reading
John 14:23-29
Service Music
In Flanders Fields by Greg Gilpen
Adult Choir Anthem

Summer Worship Schedule
We will have one worship service at 10 a.m.
from Memorial Day Weekend (Sunday, May 26)
through Labor Day Weekend (Sunday, September 1.)

Summer Sunday School
We will have a joint Adult Studies Sunday School Class at 9 a.m. during the month of June.
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A Message from Dries
Resurrection is a Way of life. Many people see Easter as a day that occurs once a
year. The lectionary reminds us that it is a season that invites us into a new Way of
life. I am thankful that we still have the whole month of May to celebrate Easter.
As we reflect on the state of our country and world, we need reminders that
resurrection is not only a belief, but an invitation to be co-creators, as we bring about
life in abundance for all.
This month I invite you to experience resurrection. In worship, we will unpack the Easter message with the
installation of a diverse new class of elders and deacons on Sunday, May 5. On Sunday on May 12, we
celebrate the work of UPC’s Children Center and raise money to support our families through the Good
Shepherd Fund. And on Sunday, May 19, we honor the graduation of our high school seniors and mark this
important transition in the lives of our youth and families. We also have the opportunity to deepen our
relationship with our Muslim siblings on Friday, May 24. In light of increased Islamaphobia, we have an
opportunity to overcome our own preconceived notions about Islam in joining our Muslims siblings for an Iftar
Dinner from 7:30pm-9:30 pm(-ish).
I am also looking forward to sharing part of my own story with you on Tuesday, May 14 from 6-8:30 p.m. in a
SoL Center conversation, When The Powers that Be Co-Opt Sacred Texts. In my call to ministry, my
experiences of growing up in apartheid South Africa played an instrumental role. In many ways, Romans 13
captures my struggle as a theology student in the Dutch Reformed Church, and it continues to do so living in
America when it comes to church and politics. In this SoL class, joined by Biblical scholars, I will share some of
my struggles and we will discuss the meanings of the text and how different powers have used one primary
interpretation of Romans 13 to subject others. Join us for a vegetarian meal and conversation. Please register
for this event through the SoL Center. The cost is $20 before May 7, $25 after and includes the supper.
As you start making summer plans, please consider joining us for the Mo-Ranch church retreat the weekend of
August 2-4. We want to make it possible for more people to attend, so we moved the date earlier in the
summer to accommodate more families. Stay tuned for more details in the next month or so.
Another highlight this summer is a combined Sunday School Class for June. Late this month we will share
more details as the Adult Education Committee will finalize the topic, with Session approval, for fruitful
authentic conversation as we strive to serve the common good. As a community of faith, we are blessed with
rich opportunities in deepening our faith and cultivating abundant life.
Easter Blessings,
Dries

A Bouquet of Thanks
A huge thanks you goes out to our UPC Beacon Hill Mentors for the 2018-2019 school year:
Melissa Almstead
Jan Ayers
Bonnie Bartlett
Victoria Beaver
Jeanette Clark
Cindy Furnish
Marlyn Gibbs
Marian Higgins
Barry Hubbard

Linda Ireland
Cathy Leary
Sandy Nicholson
Mary Norris
Gail Olsen
Gail Raney
Marc Raney
Carlos Rodriguez
Mike Schweitzer

UPC May 2019—Page 3

Ross Smith
Matt Stafford
Mary Walsh
Dave Williams
Lou Williams

May Classes
The SoL Center
(Source of Light)
at University
Presbyterian Church
is an interfaith
education center
for adults who
seek to explore
the full dimensions
of religious faith
in the 21st century.

Ebru (Water Marbling) with Nihal Sonmez
Three Thursdays, May 9, 16, and 23; 6:30-8 p.m.; $45
Ebru, often referred to as the “dance of color on water,” is an authentic Turkish art that has been considered
a spiritual art for centuries. This unique art form is produced by sprinkling color pigments into thickened
water and utilizes special brushes to create various designs that are then transferred onto a sheet of paper
or other surface. Believed to have been invented in the thirteenth century Turkistan, ebru then spread to
China, India and Persia, and Anatolia. Seljuk and Ottoman calligraphers and artists used marbling to
decorate books, imperial decrees, official documents. New techniques were perfected in the process and
Turkey remained the center of marbling for many centuries. In this class, we will explore a variety of
techniques that participants will use to create their own masterpieces.

When The Powers that Be Co-Opt Sacred Texts: Dinner and Conversation
with Rev. Andries Coetzee and Guest Speakers Brian LePort and Ruben Dupertuis
Tuesday, May 14; 6-8:30 p.m.; $25 REGISTRATION REQUIRED
A favorite, often manipulated, text used by those in power to subject peoples, territories, and ideas is
Romans 13. Take as an example, verses 1-2: “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities; for
Teachers and scholars there is no authority except from God, and those authorities that exist have been instituted by God.
create an open and
Therefore whoever resists authority resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
respectful environment judgment.” In this gathering, we will discuss the meanings of the text and how different powers have used
to encourage discussion one primary interpretation of Romans 13 to subject others. Join us for a vegetarian meal and conversation.
and active learning.

The SoL Center
invites persons of all
religious backgrounds
in San Antonio
to participate.

Celebrating Iftar
Friday, May 24, from 7:30-9:30 p.m. (-ish)
Location: The Raindrop Foundation (4337 Vance Jackson Rd, 78230)
RSVP to UPC/SoL Office by May 20 at 210-732-9927 or upcsa@upcsa.org
Join UPC and the SoL Center along with the Dialogue Institute and Raindrop Foundation for an Iftar Dinner
on Friday, May 24, from 7:30pm-9:30pm(-ish) at the Raindrop Foundation. Ramadan, during which Muslims
fast, is the holiest of the 12 months in Islam. Fasting starts at dawn and is broken at sunset with a dinner
called “iftar” where family, friends and neighbors gather. The Raindrop community has been sharing dinners
with diverse communities for the last several years. Also holding a Food & Fund Drive to benefit the SA Food
Bank. Donate online at https:bit.ly/2HQ5XxH or bring any of the following items to dinner: peanut butter,
tuna, beans, mac & cheese, chili, canned soups, cereal, rice, canned stews, canned lunch meats.

Big Give Donations
A big thank you to our 2019 Big Give Supporters. You make the SoL Center possible!
Jeanne and Robert Browning
Jacqueline Russell
Barry Hubbard
Barbara Martin
Jane and Terry Fried
Jeanette and Gene Clark
Sandy and Art Nicholson
Dhawn Martin,
Vallie and Fred Henry
Director
The SoL Center
Melissa and Dennis Richard
300 Bushnell Ave
Dhawn Martin
San Antonio, TX 78212 Karen Jensen
210-732-9927
Dave Gaskins and Cindi Catlin Gaskins
solcenter@upcsa.org Janifer Meldrum and Bud Eaton
upcsa.org/about-sol/
Melody and Andy Hull
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Martha Baron
Beth and Dries Coetzee
Doshie Piper
Gary and Caryl Gaubatz
Michelle Cox
Jill and Ruben Dupertuis
Marian and Jim Edson
Bonnie Flake and Frank Garcia
Waheeda Kara
Matt Stafford

Treasurer’s Report
Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges. We have had a strong start to the year. Revenues were
better than projected and expenses less than projected for the month again, so we have a positive balance at
the moment.
We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for
a particular purpose. The overall balance in the special funds account is $162,357. Interfaith Welcome
Coalition (IWC) is kept separately and has a balance of $244,451. IWC helps the many immigrants put into
South Texas detention centers & families seeking asylum. The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and
has an operating budget of $33,500 and separate endowment accounts. The successfully participated in the
Big Give at the end of March. The stock market was again in positive territory in March which helped funds
which are invested for the long term.
In addition to operating funds and special
purpose funds, we also have Endowment
Funds which are long term funds that help
support UPC, The SoL Center, and the
University Presbyterian Children’s Center.
The current market value of UPC
Endowments is $574,363 and the book
value is $409,773. The current market value
of SoL Endowments is $120,653 and the
book value is $97,436. Endowments are
invested and only the earnings or a
percentage of the current value may be
used regularly.
—Sandy Nicholson
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2
9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
10 am-12 pm (4)
IWC Backpack Assembly
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-9 pm (4)
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board)
7:30-9 pm (R)
Adult Choir Rehearsal

3
12-1 pm (1)
Prayer Shawl Ministry
6:30-8:30 pm (Outside)
UPC Family & Community Picnic
8-9 pm (A)
AA Group Meeting
8:30 pm-12 am (CE)
Youth Group Midnight Madness

4
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
1-4 pm (3)
Stone in the Stream
Writers Group
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

8
9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
1:30-3 pm (3)
Book Discussion Group
6:30-8 pm (3)
Deacons Meeting
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting
7-8:30 am (1)
Campus Planning Task Force

9
9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
12:30-2 pm (3)
CC Accreditation Support Group
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8 pm (4 and F)
SoL: Ebru (Water Marbling)
7:30-9 pm (R)
Adult Choir Rehearsal

10
7-8:30 pm (4)
Jewish Voice for Peace
8-9 pm (A)
AA Group Meeting

11
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting
7-8 pm (4)
AA Speaker Meeting

16
9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8 pm (4 and F)
SoL: Ebru (Water Marbling)
6:30-8:30 pm (P)
Event at Landa
7:30-9 pm (S)
Adult Choir Rehearsal

17
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
8-9 pm (A)
AA Group Meeting

18
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
9 am-2 pm (P)
Event at Landa
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

25
8:30-9:30 am (A)
GA Group Meeting
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
6-10 pm (P)
Event at Landa
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

5
8:30-9:15 am (S)
First Worship Service
9:15-9:45 am (F)
Coffee Fellowship
9:30-10:30 am (CE)
Sunday School
9:30-10:30 am (A)
Called Session Meeting
10:40-11 am (R)
Adult Choir Warm Up
11 am-12 pm (S)
Congregational Meeting and
Second Worship Service
12:15-12:45 pm (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
12:30-1:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lunch Bunch—Tycoon Flats
2-4 pm (R)
Logos Rhema Ministries
5:30-8 pm (Off-Site)
Holy Smoke at
Covenant Presbyterian Church

6
9:30-10:15 am (S)
CC Spiritual Enrichment
10 am-12 pm (3)
Americans United Meeting
11:30 am-1 pm (1)
SACRD Board Meeting
12-2 pm (R)
Staff Lunch (Leroy)
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women

12—MOTHERS DAY
8:30-9:15 am (S)
First Worship
Service
9:15-9:45 am (F)
Coffee Fellowship
9:30-10:30 am (CE)
Sunday School
10:40-11 am (R)
Adult Choir
Warm Up
11 am-12 pm (S)
Second Worship
Service
12:15-12:45 pm (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
2-4 pm (R)
Logos Rhema
Ministries

13
Payroll Due

14
11 am-12:30 pm (1)
IWC Committee Meeting
1-3 pm (F)
1-2 pm (A)
Yoga
Staff Meeting
5:30-7 pm (A)
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
GA Group Meeting
6-8:30 pm (R)
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women SoL: When the Powers That Be
Co-Opt Sacred Texts
6:30-8:30 pm (4)
Early Childhood Training

15
Organ Tuning

19
8:30-9:15 am (S)
First Worship Service
9:15-9:45 am (F)
Coffee Fellowship
9:30-10:30 am (CE)
Sunday School
9:30-10:30 am (A)
New Member Class
10:40-11 am (R)
Adult Choir Warm Up
11 am-12 pm (S)
Second Worship Service
12:15-12:45 pm (F)
Coffee Fellowship and
Senior Reception
12:30-1:30 pm (Off-Site)
Lunch Bunch—Mama’s Cafe
2-4 pm (R)
Logos Rhema Ministries

20
Multitude Deadline

21
11:30 am-1 pm (3)
CC Board Meeting
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
6:30-8:30 pm (4)
Early Childhood Training

22
9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

23
9-11 am (3)
IWC Leader Meeting
9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
11:30 am-1 pm (1)
SACRD Working Group Meeting
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
4-5 pm (4)
SoL Program Committee
5-6 pm (4)
SoL Board Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8 pm (4 and F)
SoL: Ebru (Water Marbling)
7:30-9 pm (R)
Adult Choir Rehearsal

24
CC Last Day of School

26
8:45-9:45 am (A)
New Member Class
8:45-9:45 am (CE)
Sunday School
9:40-10 am (R)
Adult Choir Warm Up
10-11 am (S)
Worship Service
11:15-11:45 pm (Y)
Coffee Fellowship
2-4 pm (R)
Logos Rhema Ministries

27—MEMORIAL DAY
All Facilities Closed

28
CC Closed—Workweek

29
CC Closed—Workweek

30
CC Closed—Workweek

31
CC Closed—Workweek

6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-8 pm (2)
AA Grapevine Meeting
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women

8 am-12 pm (4)
CC Staff Training
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group

Payroll Due

12:30-3:30 pm (4)
CC Staff Training
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site)
Prison Bible Study
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting

Community Room
Floor Cleaning

9:30-10:15 am (S)
CC Spiritual Enrichment
1-2 pm (A)
Staff Meeting
6:30-7:30 pm (A)
GA Group Meeting
6:30-9 pm (Off-Site)
Women’s Book Group
7-8 pm (R and S)
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women
7-10 pm (4)
Mastersingers Board Meeting

7
10-11:30 am (A)
Library Committee
1-3 pm (F)
Yoga
5:30-7 pm (A)
Inklings Book Group
6:30-8:30 pm (4)
Early Childhood Training
7-8:30 pm (3)
Sierra Club Youth Outdoors

THURSDAY

1
9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
6:30-8 pm
Committee Meetings: CE(5), F&O(2),
MOJ(3), S&F(A), W&F(1), W&A(4)
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting

9:30-11:30 am (R)
CC Music & Movement
10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting
7-9 pm (4)
Session Meeting

9 am-12 pm (4)
CC CPR Training
12:30-2 pm (4)
CC 1st Aid Training
7-8 pm (R)
Recovery Group Meeting
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10 am-4:30 pm (1)
Thai Massage Class
7:30-9:30 pm (Off-Site)
Celebrating Iftar
at the Raindrop Foundation
8-9 pm (A)
AA Group Meeting

8-9 pm (A)
AA Group Meeting

ROOM KEY
N = Narthex
S = Sanctuary
R = Comm. Room
K = Kitchen
Y = Courtyard
A = Library
C = Conf. Room
O = Pastor Office
CC = CC Rooms
G = Gath. Place
F = CE Forum
1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7

Children and Youth Ministry
Senior Recognition/Youth Sunday
Senior Recognition and Youth Sunday will
be Sunday, May 19. Youth Sunday planning will be during the Sunday School
through May 5 and rehearsal will be during
on May 12.
Youth Group Summer Schedule
June 2—Kidnapping of incoming 6th graders
This annual event for incoming youth group members will be at putt putt golf. We will need a few parent
volunteers to help transport and pick up incoming 6th graders—please contact Todd if you can help.
July—Schlitterbahn Waterpark
We will decide on exact date soon and the church will help pay the cost.
August—Off for Sabbath
There will be no youth group activities this month; however, participation in the Church Mo Ranch weekend
on August 2-4 is highly recommended.

Women’s Book Group
The group will meet on Monday, May 20 at 6:30 p.m. to discuss News of the World by Paulette Jiles.
Joan Hildreth will host and Robin Raquet will lead the discussion. Simply bring a salad to share and prepare for
a lively chat. All are welcome!
— Robin Raquet
Here is a review:
In the aftermath of the Civil War, an aging itinerant news reader agrees to transport a young captive of the
Kiowa back to her people in this exquisitely rendered, morally complex, multilayered novel of historical fiction
from the author of Enemy Women that explores the boundaries of family, responsibility, honor, and trust.
In the wake of the Civil War, Captain Jefferson Kyle Kidd travels through northern Texas, giving live readings
from newspapers to paying audiences hungry for news of the world. An elderly widower who has lived through
three wars and fought in two of them, the captain enjoys his rootless, solitary existence.
In Wichita Falls, he is offered a $50 gold piece to deliver a young orphan
to her relatives in San Antonio. Four years earlier, a band of Kiowa raiders
killed Johanna’s parents and sister; sparing the little girl, they raised her
as one of their own. Recently rescued by the U.S. army, the ten-year-old
has once again been torn away from the only home she knows.

Their 400-mile journey south through unsettled territory and unforgiving
terrain proves difficult and at times dangerous. Johanna has forgotten the
English language, tries to escape at every opportunity, throws away her
shoes, and refuses to act “civilized.” Yet as the miles pass, the two lonely
survivors tentatively begin to trust each other, forming a bond that marks
the difference between life and death in this treacherous land.
Arriving in San Antonio, the reunion is neither happy nor welcome. The
captain must hand Johanna over to an aunt and uncle she does not
remember—strangers who regard her as an unwanted burden. A
respectable man, Captain Kidd is faced with a terrible choice: abandon the
girl to her fate or become—in the eyes of the law—a kidnapper himself.
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Introducing …

Carole and Howard Hovde
Carole and Howard Hovde moved to San Antonio from
Kerrville where they were members of the First
Presbyterian Church. They chose to live at the Forum
for Senior Living to be close to their daughter Anna, a
social worker who is presently a counselor for
San Antonio seniors. She brought a baby from Romania
twenty years ago. Andrei now lives and works with
PATH in College Station. Their son John and family live
in Florida; he designs some of the decorative parts of
Palm Beach homes. His wife and daughter are marine
biologists and his son builds boats and surfs at this time.
Married for 64 years, Harold and Carole met working on
their Masters degrees in Louisville, KY. Howard, on the
basketball team and a student at Baylor, received his
undergraduate degree there. Carole received her first degree from Washington University in St. Louis.
One of their earliest assignments was at Ricks Institute, twelve miles outside of Monrovia, Liberia, where
Howard was the Bible teacher, the pastor, and the basketball coach. Carole taught conversational English,
using the Good News Bible translated for people whose second language is English. They have happy
memories of evenings under a full moon in tribal villages listening to storytelling and participating in traditional
dancing to the beat of drums made from tree trunks and cow hides
Howard was later invited by Howard Butt to become director of the adult retreats at Laity Lodge, a retreat
center on the Frio River twelve miles outside of Leakey, Texas. For 19 years Howard invited the speakers,
musicians, artists, and guests for 50 retreats annually. He also led these retreats—no two alike. Laity Lodge is
open to everyone. The Hovdes have had an inclusive approach in their various ministries.
They like that University Presbyterian Church welcomes all people, wherever we are on our spiritual journey.
And we love the fact that Carole and Howard have chosen to join us. Do make it a point to get to know them.
They are a charming couple who will welcome you into their hearts. We welcome them into ours.
— Joan Hildreth
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Introducing …

Ariel Simpson and Joseph Luedecke
Are you from San Antonio?
Ariel: Joseph is from SA, but I moved here after grad
school while waiting for him to finish his Peace Corps
service. I lived with his parents for over a year until we
got married!
Where did you go to school?
Joseph: St. Edward’s University (bachelor of social
work), and Our Lady of the Lake University (master in
social work).
Ariel: I did my undergrad in psychology at
St. Edward’s in Austin, and my masters in clinical
psychology at Abilene Christian.
What is your biggest accomplishment (so far?)
Ariel: Finding my current job. I worked hard to find a
job that I was passionate about. I’m an Agility Coach
at Frost Bank. I help small teams be more productive
and leaders set and pursue goals. And I assist with
process improvements.
What is your job, Joseph?
Joseph: I am a Social Worker with UT Health. I work with people who have severe mental illness, to try to
make a more fulfilling life for themselves.

Tell us about your family.
Joseph: I have a brother and sister, both out of town. We’re triplets!
How would you describe your faith journey?
Ariel: I grew up in a very conservative household, going to Church of Christ and Baptist churches. After college
I became much less legalistic and joined a church called Journey Imperfect Faith Community. My faith journey
has gradual shifted from legalism to grace, currently focused on shedding the shame and guilt I absorbed from
my early church education. We looked for a long time to find a church in SA that loved the LGBTQ community.
When I met (Rev.) Dries and Beth—love at first sight!
Joseph: A halting progression towards loving myself and others, marked by moments of intense beauty,
clarity, and wonder. I am learning I have never been alone, and never will be. I would love for UPC to continue
to grow and allow God to stretch our comfort zones, so that we welcome our neighbor and back up our words
with actions. To be one of the group as we each figure out our calling would be a wonderful thing.

How would you like to contribute to the UPC community?
Ariel: I’m about to start serving as an elder (in training) for the staffing committee and am part of Dries’
feedback session. I also like making regular financial contributions. I’d love to help us to hold ourselves
accountable to getting and acting on feedback from our members and visitors, and to setting goals for our
committees so we know what we’re doing well and what we need to tweak.
What are your interests and hobbies?
Ariel: I am a great hula-hooper, lover of old movies, and can rap the opening of “Hamilton.”
Joseph: I like to spend time with Ariel and with friends, watch TV and movies, volunteer with Habitat for
Humanity, and go mountain unicycling (off-road, on trails).
We hope you like this new Question / Answer format from the Welcome & Fellowship Committee!
— Sheri Rosen
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Introducing …

Daryl Anderson
If you haven’t met Daryl Anderson, you’ve surely seen—and
heard—him in the choir. Hint: If you want to introduce yourself,
he’s one of the “youngsters” among the more seasoned singers.
The choir is a good fit for Daryl, who names music as one of his
favorite pastimes. He played tuba in the Ronald Reagan High
School band and continues to enjoy music and concerts.
The arts in general are high on his list of diverse interests, which
include theater, art and design, and going to plays and museums.
These are clearly reflected in his career choice. With a major in
Elementary Education from The University of Oklahoma, Daryl
now teaches Fine Arts at Traditions Elementary School in the
East Central ISD. When he’s not working, other leisure activities
are travel, festivals, farmers markets, and spending time with
friends and family.
Daryl is the oldest son of Mark and Gayle Anderson. His three
younger siblings include a sister, Amanda Adams, and brothers
Matthew and Kevin.He also has two nephews, James and Mark
Adams. Rounding out Daryl's family is his dog, Peter, a
poodle-mix rescue dog. When Daryl says he likes spending time with family, it’s obvious that it goes
both ways: all of them currently attend UPC. (Except Peter the Poodle!)
Those of us who have been members for a while (rather than “older”) members . . . are interested in what
brings newcomers to UPC. For Daryl, it was an invitation from Mary Norris, a life-long family friend. It took one
visit, he says, to know that UPC was a special place. He loves the church’s mission statement and its
welcoming congregation. Without a church home for a while, Daryl says he feels "extremely blessed" to have
found UPC.
We hope you continue to feel at home here, Daryl!
— Barbara Smith
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Introducing …

Barbara and Arjay Kenneady
UPC welcomed another delightful new couple
this past year – Barbara and Arjay Kenneady.
Neither grew up in San Antonio, Barbara moving
here in 1996 to join Arjay. Arjay, an “Army brat”
lived here when he was in kindergarten. His
family moved back in January 1987 when his
parents retired – they had loved their early years
in San Antonio. Barbara and Arjay’s family also
includes Hunter, a 12-year-old Cockapoo.
Barbara is a Medical Social Worker in a dialysis
clinic. She earned her Bachelor’s Degree of
Social Work from Our Lady of the Lake
University and a Master’s of Social Work from
Texas State University in San Marcos. Barbara
feels her biggest accomplishment to date was
earning her Master’s in Social Work (MSW).
Arjay earned his Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Ed.D.
at UTSA. His doctorate is in Educational
Leadership with a concentration in higher
education. For ten years he taught Special Education and for another ten years was an Adjunct Professor.
Arjay feels his biggest accomplishment to date is his education.

In Barbara’s spare time she loves to read, play word games, and enjoy the outdoors with Arjay, in particular the
Botanical Gardens. They both enjoy watching movies.
Arjay grew up and was raised in the Catholic Church. In his early 20’s he converted to Protestantism and
joined a Methodist Church. On the other hand, although Barbara’s family believed in God, they did not attend a
church. It was at a Methodist Church that Barbara met Arjay. In searching further they visited UPC and were
immediately impressed by the profundity of the Welcome Statement. Barbara and Arjay had been looking for a
church that fit their spiritual needs. Not only did they agree with the Welcome Statement, but also the friendly
faces and warm hugs enticed them to continue their journey of faith at UPC.
Both Barbara and Arjay’s answer to what they like about UPC was “the way UPC leads by example and lives
out their Mission Statement. UPC is very welcoming.”
Barbara would like to contribute to the UPC community by starting a Cookie Brigade. “I love to bake, and it
would be a great way to keep the cookies for after services in stock.” Arjay recently took on a leadership role
as Co-Chair of the Rainbow Welcome Committee.
Barbara would like you to know that she loves to paint with watercolors when
she has the time. Arjay, now retired, loves to read and spend time with
Barbara.
We welcome you, Barbara, Arjay, and Hunter, to our Community of Faith!
— Marian Higgins
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Introducing …

Katie and Eddie Bravenec
Many new delightful couples have joined our UPC
community this past year. Among them are Katy and
Eddie Bravenec who moved to San Antonio for work
opportunities. Katy is from Indiana, and Eddie from
College Station, Texas.
Originally Eddie joined the Bexar County District
Attorney’s Office. He later transitioned to the general
practice of law, focusing on real estate. Katy is a
union organizer, working with teachers and school
employees in the San Antonio Independent School
District.
Eddie is a graduate of the University of Texas with a
Bachelor of Art’s Degree in Mathematics and a
Doctorate of Jurisprudence. Katy graduated from Ball
State University with a Bachelor of Art’s Degree in
Communications/Journalism. They own a dog named
Bailey.
When asked about their biggest accomplishment to date, Eddie replied that he helped save an old man’s
house from demolition. Katy doesn’t have one specific accomplishment, but has a lot of pride and passion in
the work she does. Katy and Eddie enjoy being outdoors and spending time on the hiking trails. They also
enjoy traveling, as well as eating good food and drinking wine.

They describe their faith journey as “in progress”. Katy and Eddie wanted to find a church within their
community – UPC is definitely within their community. When asked if there was a special moment when they
knew they wanted to join UPC, they replied: “No. We think it was a culmination of little moments within UPC
that made us realize that we wanted this to be our church home.” They particularly like “the way the church
incorporates current events into its ministry.”
Eddie would like to contribute to our church community through the Finance Committee and music. Katy would
like to “connect UPC to our San Antonio community and neighborhood through actions and events." They like
UPC’s community involvement and look forward to participating more.
“We think we are very funny” was the answer Katy and Eddie gave when asked what they might like to tell
UPC about themselves. Find out for yourselves as you engage in various ways with this interesting couple.
We welcome you, Katy, Eddie and Bailey,
to our community of faith!
— Marian Higgins
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Introducing …

Caryl and Gary Gaubatz
As the Membership increases at UPC, new
introductions are needed so we can remain the friendly and welcoming church as defined by so many.
Among our new couples are Caryl and Gary Gaubatz.
Not having been born in San Antonio, they arrived via
the U.S. Army. Presently, Gary is teaching the blind
and visually impaired. Caryl retired from the Army
Nurse Corps in 1995.
Gary received a Master of Education for the Blind and
Visually impaired from UNC, Greeley, Colorado. Caryl
received her Master of Science Degree in Parasitology
at Tulane University, and another Master of Science in
Anesthesia Nursing at SUNY, Buffalo via the U.S.
Army.
Gary’s biggest accomplishment was surviving 6 years of bronchiectasis with Pseudomonas overgrowth. He
underwent a thoracotomy in 2010 to remove his left lower lobe. Caryl was deployed for 5 months in the desert
with the 41st Combat Support Hospital during Operation Desert Storm.
Caryl says her hobby is her vocation, www.carylgauabatz.com, although she is involved in the UPC shawl
ministry and the prayer flaggers. She also is a fiber artist, her work to be displayed in the Forum in a few
months. Gary plays the piano, works with polymer clay and drives for Meals on Wheels. He also is an avid gardener with strong interests in environmental issues. Both volunteer for Cocker Spaniel Rescue.
Is it any surprise that their family includes two precious rescue dogs, Jake from the Cocker Spaniel Rescue
and Sophie from Austin Pets Alive. Dogs add so much to a family.
Gary and Caryl describe their faith journey as “bumpy”. They visited UPC at the invitation of Melody Hull.
During a newcomers’ meeting, Dries expressed “that one of the three pathways for membership was to follow
the path of faithfulness set by Jesus of Nazareth or words to that effect.” This prompted them to make the
decision to join UPC. When asked what they liked about UPC, Caryl mentioned Mary Lance’s invitation to join
the Prayer Flaggers, a sewing group that makes and sells small flags to help support the Interfaith Welcome
Coalition. Gary in particular likes Dries’ sermons.
Already Caryl and Gary are interested and involved in important social projects at church and in the
community. Caryl did say she would like to work with the committee that planned the successful outing for the
women at Panchito’s.
We welcome Caryl, Gary, Jake and Sophie to our community of faith!
— Marian Higgins
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Introducing …

Mickey Parsons
Our special thanks to a friend of Mickey Parsons whose comments and recommendation encouraged Mickey
to join UPC. Mickey grew up in Missouri. She moved to San Antonio in 2000 when she applied and was
accepted for a position at the San Antonio University of Texas Health Science School of Nursing. Here she
taught management to graduate nursing students.
Mickey’s vitae include several degrees. Her Bachelor of Science in Nursing is from Vanderbilt University. She
also received a Master’s in Health Care Administration from the University of Colorado, and a Ph.D. from The
Fielding Graduate Institute in Organizational Development. She feels very blessed to have had a wonderful
career that afforded her many opportunities to contribute to society.
If you have had the opportunity to talk with Mickey, you are aware that she has no trouble staying busy in her
spare time. She loves dancing, music, concerts, theater and exercise classes, as well as learning about all
kinds of things. She feels her biggest accomplishment in life is to be blessed with a wonderful daughter.
Mickey grew up in the Methodist Church; however, she has explored many other faiths. She feels very
fortunate to have found UPC. Mickey stated that she is on a spiritual journey as well as a religious journey and
felt that UPC seemed to fit her philosophy. She likes UPC’s focus on “journey” and on the teachings of Jesus
and community.
When asked how she would like to contribute to UPC, Mickey said she was not sure just yet. Her comment
when asked what she might like to help UPC do differently, she said, “I can’t say - UPC is doing so many
things just right.”
The question – “What else would you like to tell UPC about yourself,” Mickey stated: “I love to meet people and
enjoy conversations with others.” In addition, “My adult daughter and I are the only ones left on planet earth.”
We welcome you, Mickey, to our community of faith!!!
— Marian Higgins

CHURCH RETREAT
AT MO RANCH
Friday, Aug. 2 - Sunday, Aug. 4
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Earth Care Congregation
This Spring, the Living Our Faith Adult Studies class focused on studying the Environment and Social Justice
and our Lenten Small Groups also had a similar focus. As an outgrowth of these discussions, on April 3, UPC
Session passed a resolution in support of our congregation becoming an Earth Care Congregation which is a
designation developed by PCUSA. In order to receive this designation, we have to form an Earth Care Team
and complete a First Year Environmental Application in which we will have to earn at least 25 points in each
category – worship, education, facilities & outreach. We will need to submit our application to PCUSA between
January 1 - February 15, 2020 and we will need to recertify every year thereafter in order to keep the
designation.
So how can you help?
 You can serve on the Earth Care Team to help create the plan for our congregation and to serve on an
adhoc basis to work with committees that are responsible for certain areas to generate support for the plans
that we come up with and in some cases to help implement the project with that committee.
 You can give us your ideas—large or small—for what the congregation can do on our own campus, but also
how to share ideas and tips with one another to use in our own homes and workplaces. The committee will
develop a central repository of ideas and write articles for the Multitude and In Touch to share these ideas.
 You can help us communicate the ideas through art, writing articles, sweat equity and more.
 You can support plans that the Earth Care Team brings to your committee or come up new ones that you
feed back to us.
Most importantly, we want to involve our whole congregation in this effort as we make plans to utilize our
community as a place to share information about our experiences among ourselves and with the greater San
Antonio community. To participate in the Earth Care Team, please contact Sandy Nicholson at
sanartjam@aol.com. It is our plan to try to hold most meetings between Sunday School and the second
worship service. The first meeting will be held May 12 at 10:30 a.m. in CE #4.

Session Highlights from April Meeting
 The Session approved Todd McGraw’s entrance into the Inquiry phase of his pastoral education process.
A Session liaison will be assigned to mentor Todd and work with the Presbytery through the steps as he
continues his path to ordination.

 A committee was approved to explore the possibility and requirements of UPC becoming an Earth Care

Congregation, which is a a designation of the PCUSA. The new group will report to the Mission, Outreach
and Justice committee

 UPCC Director Cindi Catlin and UPCC Board Treasurer Christina Lecholop (also a UPCC parent) updated
the Session on the establishment of more specific guidance for the organization’s endowment. Each year’s
income from these investment funds is directed to UPCC scholarships. From the income available for the
2019-2020 session, $15,552 of the total $60,970 will go to families with close connection through UPC.

 The session approved the examination of new officers (Ruling Elders and Deacons) on Sunday, May 5
followed by the installation and ordination during the 11 a.m. worship service.
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Welcome & Fellowship Committee
Newcomers & Inquiry Class
Sunday, May 19, 9:30am to 10:30am,
Sunday, May 26, 8:45am-9:45am,
and Sunday, June 9, 8:45am-9:45am
If you are a new member, someone considering membership,
or someone wanting to become a more informed participant
in the UPC community, this is the class for you!
Attendance in no way obligates you to become a member.
Rev. Dries Coetzee will lead discussions and reflections designed
to inform participants about the practices, beliefs and mission of UPC.
Childcare provided.
Please RSVP to Melissa Richard
915-241-6495 or mrichard0219@gmail
on or before Thursday, May 16.

Forum Artwork
The current exhibit in the Center for Education Forum is by our very own UPC member, Lucy Llera. The exhibit
will be up through end of May. Lucy works in oils and watercolor with portraits, landscapes and commemorative
posters as subjects. She has won several awards as an artist and for her artwork.

Thank You from Bangladesh
The UPC Deacons sent fund to help the Women’s Prayer Work program which was very successful with more
than two hundred women participating. Here is a note, translated into English:
Thank you a lot to the pastor and the deacons of UPC, true friends
in Christ. Even you are very far from us but your love made us feel
that you are very close to us. We are inviting you to visit us here in
Bangladesh our project BNELC Women’s prayer work (WPW). We
will be very happy. Looking forward of your visit. Thank you so
much again for your support. We really appreciate it.
Sisters in Christ,
WPW Members
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
The regular meeting of the UPC Shawl Ministry is the first Friday of every month in CE #1. On the fourth
Sunday of every month, shawls will be made available in the Narthex after the 11:00am worship service.
During the rest of the month, shawls may be found in the clear plastic box in the library. You are encouraged to
sign out a shawl or lap robe for anyone who is facing a crisis, challenge, or change. For further information,
please contact Caryl Gaubatz at slothcloth413@gmail.com or 210-651-0208.

Hospitality Needed
There’s a need for volunteers for 7pm-10pm and overnight shifts at Travis Park Church (230 E Travis St,
78205.) This is part of the volunteer efforts for the IWC (Interfaith Welcome Coalition) where a temporary
overnight shelter has been created for asylum seekers released from detention prior to taking a bus or a plane
to their loved ones or sponsors. Workers need to fill out volunteer paperwork and get background checks which
takes a couple of days – so the urgency is critical. Go to https://interfaithwelcomecoalition.org/get-involved/ to
learn how to get involved. Contact Mary Lance at 210-363-8156 with questions. Thanks.
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Congregational News
We celebrate this birth:
Clara, daughter of Agneta Hesselager
and granddaughter of Barbro Hesselager
on April 30 in Sweden

12-Elise Frescas
13-Bonnie Simons
14-Daryl Anderson
15-Leroy Sebesta
17-Jim Warren
18-Nancy Frescas
18-Lucy Maxwell
19-Terry Fried
20-Lupe Bernal
20-Harry Jewett
22-Frankie Boyd
22-Lisa Clyde
22-Susan Flanagan
23-Roger Arhelger
23-Caitlin Villareal
24-Le Anne Galloway
25-David Carpenter
27-Carl Helser
28-Safira Carpenter
29-Eric Rodriguez
30-James Nicholson
31-Neena Tefteller
31-Martha Whitworth
31-Kate Wilson

We celebrate this graduation:

Hannah Almsted from Pepperdine University,
daughter of Melissa and Daniel Almsted,
and granddaughter of Linda and Jim Ireland
We celebrate this Baptism:
Violet Ruth Gorsuch,
daughter of Kristina and Colin Gorsuch
on April 28
We celebrate these birthdays:
1-Eddie Bravenec
1-Mariel Garber
1-Ben Srinivasan
2-Michelle Cox
2-Gay Spinks
3-Maya Sloan
3-Barbara Smith
5-Tony Smith
6-Sera Steves
7-Susan Langan
8-Robin Raquet
9-Lisa Campbell
10-Larry Higgins
10-Devon Hile
11-Melodie Pue

We celebrate these anniversaries:
16-Amy and Perry Deckard
21-Victoria Thompson and Ramesh Srinivasan
21-Linda and Jim Ireland
23-Rachel Brownlee and Marco Kurita
28-Amanda and Bob Harris
28-Mary and Tim Walsh
29-Neena and Ron Tefteller
Please note the following
staff vacation, staff leave or closing days:
Cindi: May 3-11
Todd: May 23-27
Dries: May 28-Jun. 4
All Facilities Closed: May 27
Children’s Center Closed: May 28-31
Young Adult Volunteers
Dakota and Tanner Kohfield look forward to sharing
the experience that you helped to make possible!
Keep up with them on their blogs:
https://yohabloelamor.wordpress.com/ (Dakota)
https://writeontheborder.wordpress.com/ (Tanner)
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Gifts and Memorials
Interfaith Welcome Coalition
in honor of children, Raquel and Marco Zepeda
Nora Garcia Zepeda and Frank Zepeda
Children’s Center Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund
Frank Seaman

Special Note
Norva and Wayne Loyd received a wooden cross from the
church when they moved to Ohio. They are now living at
Brookdale Trillium Crossing in Columbus. Her neighbor is
Catholic and asked to borrow the cross for the Catholic
worship for Easter. Worship attendees were all impressed
and pleased with the cross in the service - what a wonderful
approach for them this year.

Loaves & Fishes
May 5 is Loaves & Fishes Sunday. Toiletries needed are
toilet paper, tissues, hand soap, toothpaste and
toothbrushes. Monetary donations are also welcome.
Please mark checks or envelopes with “Loaves & Fishes.”

The Multitude is published monthly for members and
friends of University Presbyterian Church to highlight the
people and ministries of the church. Submit articles
articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org
by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited.
Staff
Andries Coetzee
Pastor
Anastasia Bernal
Administrative Assistant
Allan Catlin
Facility & Event Steward
Cindi Catlin Gaskins
Director, Children’s Center
Todd McGraw
Director, Children’s & Youth Ministry
Mary Lowder
Organist
Dhawn Martin
Director, SoL Center
Leroy Sebesta
Music Administrative Assistant
John Silantien
Director, Choral Music
Maggie Sorrell
Director, Children’s Music
Frank Villalpando
Custodian
Session
Thurman Adkins
David Anderson
Carol Brown
Robert Browning
Keith Kendall
Hanna Kuykendall
Melinda Louden
Art Nicholson

Committee
Stewardship & Finance
Stewardship & Finance, Chair
Welcome & Fellowship
Christian Education
Mission Outreach & Justice, Chair
Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Mission Outreach & Justice
Facilities & Operations and
Co-Clerk of Session
Dennis Richard
Welcome & Fellowship
Molly Roth
Facilities & Operations
Sally Smith
Welcome & Fellowship
Peyton Spriester (Youth Elder)
Christian Education
Matt Stafford
Christian Education, Chair
----------------------------Ben Henderson
Facilities & Operations, Chair
Sandy Nicholson
Church Treasurer
Betsy Pasley
Co-Clerk of Session
Melissa Richard
Welcome & Fellowship, Chair
Lou Williams
Personnel, Chair
Tom Williams
Worship & Arts, Co-Chair
Board of Deacons
Margaret Cairnes
Marian Edson
Paula Henderson
Marian Higgins
Karen Jensen
Marlyn Gibbs
Mary Norris
Gail Olsen
Robin Raquet
David Sanders
Don Sheldon
Nancy Vaughan
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Parish
Northwood Parish, Vice-Moderator
Northeast Parish
Castle Hills North Parish
Moderator
College Students, Secretary
Windcrest Parish
Northwest Parish
Alamo Heights Parish
Fredericksburg Parish
University Parish
Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer
Olmos Parish

University Presbyterian Church
Family Picnic
Friday, May 3, 2019 ~ 6:30pm-8:30pm
Church Patio & Lawn
(Bring Lawn Chairs or Picnic Blankets)
LIVE MUSIC
ACTIVITIES
Dunking Booth
Soccer Skills
Face Painting
Henna Tattoos
Bean Bag Toss
Cake Walk

GAMES
Water Balloons
(6:45pm-7:15pm)
Piñata
(7:15pm-7:45pm)
Relay Races
(7:45pm-8:15pm)

CHEESY JANE’S FOOD TRUCK
Order Your Meal
($6.00 for adults, $3.50 for kids 10 and under)
Or Bring Your Own Picnic Food
RSVP and purchase meal tickets by May 1:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080848AEA92BA3FA7-picnic1
Sign up to volunteer:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080848AEA92BA3FA7-picnic

Holy Smoke 2019 ~ Sunday, May 5, at 5:30 p.m.
Covenant Presbyterian Church (211 Roleto, 78213)
Incredible Edibles ~ Super Smorgasbord ~ “Mother of All” Potlucks
Extraordinary Entertainment
This fundraiser is sponsored by the SA Presbyterian Cluster of Churches
for next year’s Habitat for Humanity house. See Leslie Ellison for ticket information.

Got Church Photos?
Have you taken a picture of a UPC event, worship service, or activity?
Do you have a snap shot of a Sunday school class or youth group activity?
What about a SoL Center class?
If so, please email them to univpreschurch@gmail.com
so they can be considered for the church website or church publications.
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