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Alternative Gift Market 
We are excited to announce that on Sunday, December 2, UPC will hold its 29th annual Alternative Gift Market and Craft 
Fair. This event will take place in the Center for Education from 9:15 - 11 a.m., 12:15 - 1 p.m., and 4:30 - 6:15 p.m. 
 
This year’s catalog is full of inspiring gift choices for your friends and relatives who do not need another set of salad serving 
utensils but instead would be delighted to have a meaningful gift of an altogether different, and refreshing, nature given in 
their name. Choices range from providing fresh fruit for children in a Kenyan school to helping nomadic herders sustainably 
manage the grasslands of Mongolia to funding construction teams in areas devastated by hurricanes….and many more! 
 
In the spirit of sustainability we have decided to save paper and postage by not mailing catalogs and order forms this year. 
Instead, please pick up your catalog and order form in the Narthex or in the church office. Then simply fill out the order form 
and return it at the time of the Alternative Gift Market on Dec. 2, or to the church office by Friday, Dec. 7. You can also view 
the catalog at https://alternativegifts.org/giving/gifting/catalog. 
 
Taking place alongside the Alternative Gift Market will be the Craft Fair, yet another way to purchase a gift that will directly 
help someone in need. This year the Craft Fair merchandise will come from a variety of exciting sources. Some of our very 
own UPC talent will be showcased with members offering their own creations for sale with a percentage of the purchase 
going to the Alternative Gift Market. Additionally, prayer flags made by members of our congregation benefitting the Interfaith 
Welcome Coalition will be available for purchase.. 
 
We look forward to seeing you for an exciting day at UPC with the Alternative Gift Market, Craft Fair and Advent Event! 
 
— Mary Walsh 

Kick Off the Season of Advent 
All are invited to participate in UPC’s Annual Advent Event on Sunday, Dec. 2.  
This traditional kick-off to the advent season includes crafts (cookie decoration and 
Christmas card making), dinner (tamales, rice and beans), and a children’s nativity  
pageant. See the schedule below for times and locations of all these wonderful  
activities.  
  Pageant Rehearsal: 4:30pm - 5:00pm (Sanctuary) 

Crafts: 5:00pm - 5:30pm (CE Building) 
Dinner: 5:30pm - 6:30pm (Community Room) 
Pageant: 6:30pm - 7:00pm (Sanctuary) 

In order to get an accurate headcount for the dinner hosted by the Welcome & Fellowship Committee, please RSVP via this 
SignUp Genius link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080848AEA92BA3FA7-dinner. Or contact Melissa Richard at  
915-241-6495 or mrichard0219@gmail.com. 
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Sunday, Dec. 2—1st Sunday of Advent: Hope 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
Luke 21:25-36 

 
Anthem 

Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God by G. F. Handel 
Adult Choir 

 
Special Note 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 

Sunday, Dec. 9—2nd Sunday of Advent: Peace 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
Luke 3:1-6 

 
Anthem 

Every Valley by John Ness Bceck 
Adult Choir 

 
 
 

Sunday, Dec. 16—3rd Sunday of Advent: Love 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Family Focused Service 
 

Anthem 
TBD 

Children’s Choir 
 
 

Sunday, Dec. 23—4th Sunday of Advent: Joy 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services 

Dries Coetzee, leading worship 
 

First Worship Service 
Contemplative Service of Silence and Readings 

 
Second Worship Service 

Choir Special Music 
Candles and Carols by Mark Hayes 

Adult Choir with Soloists and Instrumentalists 
 

Special Note 
We will receive the Christmas Joy Offering. 

 
 
 

Monday, Dec. 24—Christmas Eve 
6 p.m. Worship Service 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Service of Alternative Lessons and Carols 
 

Anthem 
Rise Up Shepherd and Follow arranged by Mark Hayes 

Adult Choir 
 
 
 

Sunday, Dec. 30—First Sunday after Christmas Day 
10 a.m. Worship Service 
Dries Coetzee, preaching 

 
Service of Carols and a Christmas Story 

 
Music 

Congregational Hymn Sing 
 
 
 

Sunday, Jan. 6—Epiphany of the Lord 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Anthem 

TBD 
Adult Choir 

Worship Information 



UPC December 2018 — Page 3 

 

Please join us for a family friendly  
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service 

Monday, December 24, 2018, 6 - 7 p.m. 
(Childcare available for children 3 and under.) 

A Message from Dries 
Two weeks ago, before Thanksgiving, I was reminded of how precarious life can be, 
how things can change in the blink of an eye. In the midst of the busyness of  
preparing for friends' visit and Thanksgiving, my car was totaled after a person ran a 
stop sign. My small car stood no chance against an SUV! It was a day with several 
meetings, shopping, and an unexpected change in my calendar. My mind was  
scattered! We all know the frenzy of the season all too well.  
 
This accident, that in many ways became a call to mindfulness, reminded me that I 
need to slow down, breathe, pay attention, and savor the moment. This was a  
needed insight as we begin one of the busiest, most stressful, and to many, the  
loneliest and most emotional season of the year. This was a needed insight as we 
begin Advent.    
 
Advent is a Season of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. It is about God's eternity and 
endless mercy, which has no beginning or end. It is about hope in God - the hope of 
newness, of renewal, and eternal life. It is about a journey that invites us to make real the Incarnation. 
 
University Presbyterian Church offers many opportunities to make real the Incarnation. Read more in this Multitude about 
ways you can make a difference through buying at UPC’s Alternative Gift Market and Craft Fair, the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) Giving Catalog, by giving to Habitat for Humanity, or sponsoring a child through House of Neighborly Service.  
 
There are also opportunities to step back and slow down through meaningful worship, with highlights like a Family Focused 
service of the 16th, a Service of Music on the 23rd, and Christmas Eve on the 24th at 6:00 pm. We also invite you to make 
time for community and fellowship at our Annual Advent Event on December 2 with crafts, dinner, and a children’s nativity 
pageant.  
 
And yet, don't allow these opportunities and a packed Advent Calendar to add to our busyness. Let us embrace these  
opportunities to make us mindful, slow us down, help us breathe, pay attention, and become more aware of the Incarnate 
One in our midst.  
 
May you experience and live the Love, Peace, Joy, and Hope of Advent and Christmas, 

Dries 
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The SoL Center 
(Source of Light) 

at University 
Presbyterian Church 

is an interfaith 
education center 

for adults who 
seek to explore 

the full dimensions 
of religious faith 

in the 21st century. 
 
 

Teachers and scholars 
create an open and 

respectful environment 
to encourage  

discussion 
and active learning. 

 
 

The SoL Center 
invites persons of all 

religious backgrounds 
in San Antonio 
to participate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dhawn Martin, 
Director 

The SoL Center 
300 Bushnell Ave 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
210-732-9927 

solcenter@upcsa.org 
upcsa.org/about-sol/ 

Sneak Peak at Spring 2019 Courses 
Dream Week 2019: The Status and Role of News Media in a Polarizing World 
Moderated by Elaine Ayala with panelists Kym Fox, Bernice Kearney, Charlotte-Anne Lucas,  
Denise Barkis Richter, Ph.D., and Francisco Vara-Orta 
Wednesday, Jan. 23; 6-8 p.m.; Free; Register By: Jan. 16 

 

Meditation Mondays: Centering the Week with Dhawn B. Martin  
2nd and 4th Mondays, Jan. 28, Feb. 11, Feb. 25,  Mar. 11, Mar. 25, Apr. 8; 8-9 a.m. 
$5 per session; $25 for all six; Register By: Jan. 21 
 

Intercultural Book Study with Sibi Aydelott 
Four Tuesdays, Feb. 5, 12, 19, and 26; 10:30 a.m.-12 noon; $40 before Jan. 29, $45 after 
 

Folk Medicines of Antiquity with Frances Evans 
Thursday, Feb. 7; 10 a.m.-12 noon; $15 before Jan. 31, $20 after 
 

The Three M’s for Mind Freedom: Tools to Help Ease Everyday Stress with Julie Little 
Three Mondays, Feb. 18, 25, and Mar. 4; 7-9 p.m.; $40 before Feb. 11, $45 after 
 

Buddhism’s Guide for Ethical Living: The Boddhisatva Precepts with Thomas Bruner 
Wednesday, Feb. 20; 7-9 p.m.; $15 before Feb. 13, $20 after 
 

Voicing the Soul: Spiritual Poetry with Bonnie Lyons 
Two Thursdays, Feb. 21 and 28; 1-3 p.m.; $25 before Feb. 14, $30 after 
 

Honoring Our Children by Nurturing the Development of the Whole Child  
and Reflecting on Ourselves as Parents, Grandparents, or Caregivers with Cindi Catlin-Gaskins 
Two Fridays, Mar. 8 and 22; 8:15-9:45 a.m. and One Saturday, Mar. 30; 10-11:30 a.m.; 
$30 by Mar. 1, $35 after (Scholarships available; childcare available for UPCC enrolled children only) 
 

When The Powers that Be Co-Opt Sacred Texts: Dinner and Conversation with Rev. Andries Coetzee 
Wednesday, Mar. 20; 6-8:30 p.m.; $20 before Mar. 13, $25 after 
 

Things to Know Before You Go with Jean Nation of Funeral Consumers Alliance (FCA) 
Tuesday, Apr. 2; 7-9 p.m.; Free; Register by: Mar. 25 
 

Screening and Discussion of “Lindy Lou, Juror Number 2” with Kristin Houlé 
Tuesday, Apr. 9; 7-9 p.m.; Free; Register By: Apr. 2 
 

Ebru (Water Marbling) with Nihal Sonmez 
Three Thursdays, May 9, 16, and 23; 6:30-8 p.m.; $40 before May 1, $45 after 

GREEN ’19: A Year to Further Sustainability 
in collaboration with the William R. Sinkin Eco Centro 
Join the SoL Center and the Sinkin Eco Centro in this year of mindful practices  that celebrate the beauty of 
our world and the amazing transformations that can occur when we work together.  

January—Green New Year: An Eco Inventory—Wednesday, Jan. 16; 7-9 p.m.; Free   
February—Green Sacred Texts: Part I—Tuesday, Feb. 19; 7-9 p.m.; $10  
March—Green Sacred Texts: Part II—Tuesday, Mar. 19; 7-9 p.m.; $10 
April—Cosmic Mass of the Sacred Earth—Sunday, Apr. 28; 7-9 p.m. (doors open at 6:30 p.m.); Free 
May—Day of Action—Saturday, May 18; 10 a.m.-12 noon; Free 
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 Christmas Joy Offering 

Please make sure that your 2018 pledges are current. Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges. Expenses have 
continued to be  lower than projected for the year so far, but we anticipate some higher expenses this quarter. Our current 
surplus is $21,603 
 
We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for a particular 
purpose. The overall balance in the special funds account  is $89,803. Interfaith Welcome Coalition (IWC) is kept separately 
and has a balance of $212,024. IWC helps the many immigrants put into South Texas detention centers and has high  
expenses with the separation of children from parents. The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and has an operating 
budget of $37,175 and separate endowment accounts. 
 
The stock market has had a very bumpy ride lately and many investments were down at the end of October. In addition to 
operating funds and special purpose funds, we also have Endowment Funds which  are long term funds that help support 
UPC, The SoL Center, and the University Presbyterian Children's Center. The current market value of UPC Endowments is  

$543,286 and the book value is $404,273. The 
current market value of SoL Endowments is 
$118,014 and the book value is $95,936.  
Endowments are invested and only the earnings 
or a percentage of the current value may be used 
regularly. 
 
We are in the process of putting together our 
budget for 2019 and have lots of great ideas for 
what our congregation would like to do next year, 
but we have not received enough pledges to be 
able to meet our budget. Please consider your 
pledge to UPC and turn in a pledge card as soon 
as possible either via card or electronically. 
 
—Sandy Nicholson 

Treasurer’s Report 

Presbyterians have long given generously at Christmas to help those who’ve devoted their lives to the mission of the  
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). In December, churches throughout the denomination will again receive the Joy Gift  
Offering, providing a way to express gratitude for, and walk with, those who serve the Church. 
 

The receipts of this Special Offering are shared equally by the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, which provides 
crucial assistance to PC(USA) church workers and their families in need, and Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic schools 
and colleges, which enable students to develop their gifts and find their calling. 
 

UPC will receive the Christmas Joy Offering on Sunday, Dec. 23. Thank you for your support of this vital offering.  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  

1 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
3-6:30 pm 
(Off-Site) 
World AIDS Day 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

 
2 
Alternative Gift Market 
9:15 am-1 pm & 4:30-6:15 pm 
 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (S) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 pm 
Sunday School (no Children/Youth) 
10:40-11 am (S) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (C) 
Coffee Fellowship 
12:30-1:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Tycoon Flats 
2-4 pm (A) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 
4:30-7 pm 
Advent Event 

3 
9:30-10:15 am (S) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
4-6 pm (A) 
CC Budget & Benefit Committee 
6-8:30 pm (4) 
Early Childhood Training 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meeting—Men and Women 

4 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-6:30 pm (2) 
Daisy Troop Meeting 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

5 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
6:30-8 pm 
Committee Meetings: CE(5), F&O(C), 
MOJ(3), S&F(A), W&A(4), W&F(1) 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
7-9 pm (R) 
SoL: Cinderella 

6 
9:30-11:30 am (R or G or CC) 
CC Motor Skills 
10-11:30 am (A) 
Library Committee 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
4-5 pm (3) 
SoL Programming Committee 
5-6 pm (3) 
SoL Board Meeting  
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board) 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

7 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

8 
8 am-5 pm (1) 
IWC Bus  
Network Meeting  
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

9 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 pm 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (S) 
Called Session MEeting 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (C) 
Coffee Fellowship 
4-6:30 pm (S and CE) 
Memorial Service and Reception 

10 
Church Office Closed Afternoon 
 
11:30 am-2:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Staff Christmas Party 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meeting—Men and Women 

11 
9:30-11:30 am (S) 
CC Lightfest Run Through 
11:30 am-1:30 pm (3) 
CC Board Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R and 2) 
Fiesta Youth and Parent Meeting 

12 
Payroll Due 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
1:30-3 pm (3) 
Book Discussion Group 
6:30-8 pm (1) 
Deacons Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
Session Meeting 

13 
10:30 am-12 pm (1) 
SoL Grant Meeting 
12:30-2 pm (3) 
CC Accreditation Support Group 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
 

14 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

15 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

16 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 pm 
Sunday School 
10-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (C) 
Coffee Fellowship 
12:30-1:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Mama’s 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

17 
9:30-10:15 am (S) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meeting—Men and Women 

18 
8:30-10:30 am (R) 
CC Lightfest Reception 
(Upstairs Rooms) 
9-11 am (G) 
CC Lightfest Reception 
(Downstairs Rooms) 
9:30 am-12 pm (S) 
CC Lightfest 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

19 
CC Closed 
 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

20 
CC Closed 
 
Payroll Due 
 
All Day (4) 
IWC Backpack Assembly 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

21 
CC Closed 
 
Community Room Floor Cleaning 
 
6 pm-Overnight (CE Building) 
Youth Group Lock-In 
6:30-10:30 pm (CE Building) 
Parents Night Out 
8-9 pm (A) 
AA Group Meeting 

22 
Overnight-8 am 
(CE Building) 
Youth Group  
Lock-In 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
10 am-12 pm (S) 
Choir Rehearsal 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

23 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 pm 
Sunday School 
(No Youth Sunday School) 
10-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (C) 
Coffee Fellowship 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

24—CHRISTMAS EVE 
CC Closed 
Limited Church Staff-Anastasia 
 
5-6 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
6-7 pm (S) 
Worship Service 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-8 pm (2) 
AA Grapevine Meeting 
7-8 pm (4 and 1) 
AA Group Meeting—Men and Women 
 
 
 

25—CHRISTMAS DAY 
All Facilities Closed 
 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

26 
CC Closed 
Limited Church Staff-Dries 
 
Multitude Deadline 
 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

27 
CC Closed 
Limited Church Staff-Dhawn 
 
10:30 am-12 pm (A) 
SoL Grant Meeting 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

28 
CC Closed 
Limited Church Staff-Cindi 
 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

29 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

30 
9:40-10 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
10-11 am (S) 
Worship Service 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logo Rhema Ministries 

31—NEW YEAR’S EVE 
All Facilities Closed 
 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meeting—Men and Women 

     

 

ROOM KEY 
N = Narthex 

S = Sanctuary 
R = Comm. Room 

K = Kitchen 
Y = Courtyard 

A = Library 
C = Conf. Room 

O = Pastor Office 
CC = CC  Rooms 
G = Gath. Place 
F = CE Forum 

1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7 December 2018 
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Breakfast Club and Sunday School  
Sundays, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
We continue to meet each week for a snack and fellowship.  
Our lessons will be taken from the Living in Christ curriculum.  
 
Youth Group Activities 
Friday, Dec. 21, 6 p.m.-Saturday, Dec. 22, 8 a.m. 
Parent’s Night Out and Christmas Lock-In 
Join other youth from Madison Square Presbyterian Church for our Annual Christmas Lock-In. We will begin the night by 
offering a Parent’s Night Out entertaining kids while giving parents some free time. Then we will have games, activities,  
movies, pizza, and more! 
 
Friday, Jan. 18-Sunday, Jan. 20 
Midwinter Youth Conference at Mo-Ranch 
We will be attending Midwinter at the beautiful hill country camp, Mo Ranch. Join other youth for fellowship, devotional, 
games, and more! The event fills up fast, so please let me know if you want to attend. The deadline to register is Dec. 1 
and the cost is $155 (scholarships available.) 

Youth Group Happenings 

Women’s Book Group 
The book group does not meet in December, but will re-convene on Monday evening January 28, at 6:30 p.m. at the home of 
Liz Baird. Sonia Hart-Simon will moderate our study of the book LaRose by Louise Erdrich.  

Join UPC as a Member on Dec. 9 
If you are considering taking the next step in your discipleship and joining University Presbyterian Church as a member, 
you have such an opportunity on Sunday morning Dec. 9 at 10:40am before the second service. Many members join  
and then attend the New Member Class. Others wait until the end of the class to join.  
 
The next class will be held Jan. 13, 20, and 27 during the Sunday school hour. If you need more information or want to 
contemplate a commitment of membership at UPC, please contact Pastor Dries at acoetzee@upcsa.org. 
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Introducing ... 

 D’Ann and Mark Seaman 
D’Ann and Mark Seaman met in the band at East Texas State  
University, now known as Texas A&M- Commerce. Mark played the 
trumpet and D’Ann played the bassoon and was the drum major.  
Twenty- nine years later, two grown sons, two full- time, busy careers, 
this couple continues to find a vibrant melody in their relationship.  
Curious always to hear key ingredients to a successful marriage, I 
asked what makes their relationship work. D’Ann quickly shares that 
Mark’s sense of humor and ability to make her laugh has been a 
strength throughout their marriage. “He is also one of the most  
considerate people I know,” D’Ann states. In the early years of  
marriage, D’Ann often felt frustrated in the challenge of juggling  
motherhood and a full time job. “I felt we should be like the Brady 
Bunch and a great meal should be served every night and the house 
kept spotless,” D’Ann said.  Mark’s response was, “You are not living 
our mother’s lives. It is a different time.”  And he followed up his words 
with the gift of a cleaning service that Christmas.  
 

It is this marriage and their two sons, Trent and Taylor, that have been 
the greatest joys of D’Ann’s life. She also has found a rewarding career 
as a Physical Therapist in Home Health. “I find the one on one patient 
contact a Home Health environment provides gratifying, as you can 
teach the elderly skills enabling them to stay in their own home,”   
D’Ann said. 

 

Mark knew as a teenager that he wanted to be a Band Director one day. He taught band for ten years, often composing  
music for different instruments, before he decided to receive his PhD in Curriculum Instruction from the University of  
Houston. His dissertation won a national award from the American Association for Teaching and Curriculum and he was 
asked to give the commencement address at the University of Houston. He was on the faculty of Stephen F. Austin for  
11 years before accepting the position of Advanced Academics Coordinator for South San Antonio School District.  
 

It was Frank Seaman that opened the doors of UPC to his son, Mark and daughter-in-law, D’Ann but it was the warmth and 
openness of our congregation that brought them to the decision to join. The two were weary of the racism and narrow  
mindedness they perceived in East Texas, where too often someone’s political and religious affiliation dominated their  
relationship with others. Mark said, “At UPC, people do not care who you are or what you wear.” D’Ann chorused the  
sentiment in saying, “There is an absolute openness in this congregation and the welcome has been tremendous.” 
 

Mark and D’Ann, we are most fortunate to have you on this faith journey with us. 
Bonnie Robin Simons 
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 Adult Choir to Present  
 Special Christmas Worship Service 

On Sunday, December 23, at the 11 a.m. service, the Adult Choir will present 
Candles and Carols, a Service of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. The music was 
arranged by Mark Hayes and narration by Pamela Martin. Instrumental  
accompaniment will include flute, trumpet, percussion, piano, and synthesizer.  
 
A brief Prelude featuring O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sets the anticipatory 
mood. Additional carols include Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus; Hark! The 
Herald Angels Sing; How Great 0ur Joy; Love Came Down at Christmas; and 
Silent Night. Each carol includes both traditional and new lyrics sung by the 
choir, with the congregation joining at various places. An Advent candle is lit 
before each carol is sung, providing a visual symbol of the journey from  
darkness to light, concluding with the Light of Christ.  
 
We look forward to the congregation joining in this beautiful piece of music 
that contains traditional carols but with Hayes’ unique jazzy harmonies and 
Martin’s meaningful narrations summing up the Advent season. 

Staff Bonus fund 
For Christians, Advent evokes many images – a time of anticipation, of preparation for a 
sacred gift from God in the person of Jesus, and especially, a time to reflect on this  
incredible gift of God’s Son and the abundance of blessings we have received.  
 
In spite of the upheaval and loss from natural disasters and deep political division within 
our country this year, we have experienced tremendous blessings in the UPC community 
through the arrival of Dries Coetzee as our new pastor, who came to us in January with his 
wife Beth. Though we had to say goodbye to David Germer and family, we have recently 
welcomed Todd McGraw as our new Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries, and we 
have continued to be graced with the leadership and the caring, competent work of  
Anastasia Bernal, Cindi Catlin Gaskins, Dhawn Martin, Frank Villalpando, John Silantien, 
Mary Lowder, Maggie Sorrell, and Leroy Sebesta; as well as Rose Ann Martinez,  
Janet Martinez, and Bella Bernal (our faithful child care givers).    
 
As you prepare gifts for your friends and family as part of your celebration this Christmas season, please reflect on the ways 
in which the leadership and service of our staff have enriched our lives. It is our custom to give each staff member a bonus 
funded by the gifts of our church community for that purpose. Through their work with us and on our behalf, we at UPC have 
steadfastly sought to go about the business of serving God through seeking justice and serving others. 
 
Please consider making a contribution to the UPC Staff Bonus Fund to express your thanks for the gracious generosity of 
each of these in treating their work throughout the year as their calling to ministry. Mark your checks and envelopes  
“Staff Bonus” and put them in the offering plate or send them to the church office no later than Friday, Dec. 7, so that  
distributions can be made at the Staff Christmas luncheon. 
 
And may each of us find myriad ways to recall and celebrate our blessings and to express our gratitude abundantly, for it is 
gratitude that brings us peace, joy, and healing. 
 
Sincerely, 
Lou Williams, Personnel Chair 
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Inner City Development (1300 Chihuahua St) will hold it’s annual Christmas Toy Sale on Sunday, Dec. 9. This toy sale is a 
chance to help neighbors on limited incomes pick out the toys they want to give their children and pay a very low cost since 
the toys are priced at 90% discount. New, or “almost” new, unwrapped (non-violent) toys can be dropped off on Saturday, 
Dec. 8 between 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. Board games, dolls, bikes, books, and sports equipment are the most popular items. 
Volunteers are needed for set up on Saturday and guiding families on Sunday—just show up to help!  

Inner City Development Toy Drive 

A New Home Begins 
Habitat for Humanity, San Antonio, has built more than 1,000 homes in San Antonio, and University Presbyterian Church 
has helped construct about 25 of them! Our Presbyterian cluster of churches in San Antonio will begin a new home on Feb-
ruary 9, 2019, and YOU can be a part of this venture. Pray for the new home owners. Come out and work on the home one 
or more Saturdays. Donate dollars to support this effort on Sundays, Dec. 2 and 9. Donations can be made to University 
Presbyterian Church with a notation:  “Presbyterian Cluster Habitat”. Contact Sarah Harvey, Andrew Wilson, Joseph 
Luedecke, or Leslie Ellison for more information. 

Worlds Aids Day 
Join UPC and our interfaith partners in attending the World Aids Day worship service on Saturday, Dec. 1 at 5:00pm with 
health screening and vendors at 3:00pm sponsored by the San Antonio HIV Awareness Coalition. World AIDS Day is an 
opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight against HIV, to show their support for people living with HIV, and to 
commemorate people who have died of AIDS-related illnesses. Hosted by the Living Church at Woodlawn Pointe  
(702 Donaldson Ave, 78201), this free event is from 3:00pm - 6:30pm and is open to the public. It will include public health 
agencies, community vendors, light refreshments, and the worship service.  
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When: February 2, 2019 from 7 pm to 10:30 pm  
 

Where: Quihi Dance Hall, Quihi, TX. 
 

What: Dance & Silent Auction, a major fundraiser for Inner City Development, a time of fellowship and connection, and a 
tradition since 1981. Y’all come! 
 

Auction Contact: Tamara Apgar 210-821-5566 

Christian Assistance Ministry is in need of children’s clothing (ages 4-12) and men’s jeans and pants (sizes 29-40). Please 
bring items to the Narthex or church office through Sunday, Dec. 2.  

Clothing for CAM 

HNS Gift of Christmas 
HNS Gift of Christmas – Plans for the Gift of Christmas for House of Neighborly Service families have begun. If you are  
interested in sponsoring a child or family this year, please contact Lenna Baxter for more information at 210-872-6092. 

Quihi—Save the Date! 
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Children’s Center 
Late November through December offer a time for the classes to explore family traditions through the senses by:  

 smelling and tasting the foods of seasonal cooking projects                                                                                                    
from pumpkin seeds to pumpkin soup, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 seeing the beauty of the changing colors                      

of nature outside, and  
 
 
 
 
 
 hearing the stories and songs of the variety of cultural backgrounds represented in the families. 

 
On December 18, the school will celebrate with a “Light Fest” in the sanctuary with  
an Advent story of light led by Dries and Todd, the story of the Hanukkah menorah  
told by a UPCC parent, dancing to favorite songs from motor skills and singing songs  
about stars and “Light a Candle for Peace” with the sanctuary lights dimmed and each  
family holding a special light. The Light Fest offers a time for families to come together  
as a community and experience the wonder of children through story, music and a time  
of light-filled joy.  

 
Exciting news! UPCC is now a participant in the Amazon Smiles Program where a portion of all of their purchases from  
Amazon will benefit the UPCC program. The just need to go to the  Amazon Smile webpage at  https://smile.amazon.com/ 
and indicate their preference to support University Presbyterian Children’s  when they shop online at Amazon. 

During the November meeting, the Session discussed the 2019 Operating Budget. 
 
For the 2019 proposed budget, Session increased line items for fellowship, facilities, mission, and personnel. Our budget for 
fellowship now includes intentional outreach to college students and continued support for gathering to further community 
building. The increase in facilities mostly stems from our growing diversity and our desire to be more welcoming. The safety 
of all people using our facilities, including the students and staff at University Presbyterian Children's Center (UPCC),  
continues to be a priority. We are also looking at parking needs, ADA compatible and gender-neutral bathrooms, improved 
lighting, and improvements to our sound system.  
 
As a people of faith for whom ecology is essential, we are contemplating how we can grow our environmental stewardship. 
UPC also embraces a just work environment and our staff continues to be a priority. Although we saw an increase in the 
employer cost in providing health and retirement benefits to our employees, we made a substantial savings by changing 
providers and contracting with the Board of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  
 
While we budgeted a modest increase in mission, we are also taking into consideration your generosity throughout the year 
to causes like UPCC, SoL Center, Habitat for Humanity, and the special offerings of our denomination. 

Session Highlights 
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 Messages to the World from Sunday School 
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Our deepest sympathy: 
 is extended to the family of Melanie Rush Davis  

who passed away Nov. 12. 
A memorial service and reception will be held at UPC 

on Sunday, Dec. 9, at 4:00pm. 
Please contact Cathy Leary at 210-232-1842  

or wagermer@mindspring.com to help with the reception. 
 

We celebrate these birthdays: 
1-Melanie Strybos 
2-Bonnie Bartlett 

2-Mike Sloan 
4-EJ Balreira 
4-Bill Simons 

5-Isabella Bernal 
7-Campbell Erwin 

7-Miles Erwin 
7-Steve Jensen 
7-Nikolas Tingle 
9-Patti Jewett 

10-Carole Hovde 
11-Thomas Higgins 

12-Jack Jackson 
12-Don Sheldon 

13-Amanda Harris 
13-Anna Barbara Neuenschwander 

14-John Burke 
14-David Esman 
14-Linda Ireland 

15-Judy Cole 
15-Jim Edson 

16-Jean Montalvo 
16-Matt Stafford 
20-Jackson Hile 
20-Karen Jensen 
22-Griffin Erwin 
22-Roan Erwin 

22-San Williams 
24-Cindy Cornelius 
25-Stephen Brink 

27-Mike Schweitzer 
29-Jerry Todd 

30-Bernice Buxbaum 
30-Madison Lambiase 

 
We celebrate these anniversaries: 

5-Michele and Paul Cox 
17-Andrea and David Anthony 
22-Paula and Ben Henderson 
23-Catherine and Chuck Bray 

23-Ann and Francisco Mar 
27-Lou and David Williams 

27-Louise O'Donnell and Lamont Wood 
28-Shawn Curbow and Carlos Rodriguez 

30-Melodie Pue and Abel Garcia 
30-Sharon and Mike Schweitzer 

31-Jan and San Williams 
 

Please note the following days off: 
Children’s Center Closed: Dec. 19-Jan. 2 

Church Office Closed/Limited Staff: Dec. 24-Jan. 1 

Congregational News 

Reflections on the Women’s Retreat 
As I looked over the list of the fabulous thirty-two women who joined us on the first UPC women’s retreat in 2011, I realized 
that some are no longer with us, some have moved and some have been at each of our annual retreats. I originally initiated 
the retreats at UPC after doing the same thing at a previous congregation (which still continues them) out of a desire to be 
able to spend at least a twenty-four hour period of time with others in the church who identified as women for a time of  
reflection and fellowship and really getting to know each other. I have loved being with a great age range of women from 
young women in their twenties to the woman in her eighties whom we had to convince to come down from the top bunk. We 
have studied spiritual topics together, shared personal stories, broken bread together, laughed, cried, enjoyed nature and 
quiet reflective time, indulged our creative sides with art projects and gotten to know people we might have spent years just 
saying “hi” to at church.  
 

I have enjoyed my eight years of leadership of the retreat, but it is now time for others to step up if the retreat is to continue 
at UPC. The staff is eager to help and continue this tradition of an annual women’s retreat. The responsibilities of a  
coordinator are written down, along with an outline of the schedule we usually follow. Anastasia is a wonderful help with all of 
the coordination, sign-up, etc., as well as having a great memory. The retreat is currently on the calendar for the last  
weekend in January and Dries, Dhawn and I have been brainstorming ideas. If you are interested in helping on a committee 
to make the retreat a reality this year, please contact Dhawn immediately. Looking forward to being with many of you in  
January, I hope! 
 

Peace, Gail Raney 
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 Gifts and Memorials 
 

The Multitude is published monthly for members and 

friends of University Presbyterian Church to highlight the 

people and ministries of the church. Submit articles  

articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org  

by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited. 

 

Staff 

Andries Coetzee                                                   Pastor 

Anastasia Bernal                Administrative Assistant 

Cindi Catlin Gaskins                  Director, Children’s Center 

Todd McGraw            Director, Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Mary Lowder                                  Organist 

Dhawn Martin              Director, SoL Center 

Leroy Sebesta             Music Administrative Assistant 

John Silantien                          Director, Choral Music 

Maggie Sorrell                     Director, Children’s Music 

Frank Villalpando                   Custodian 

 

Session                                       Committee 

Thurman Adkins          Stewardship & Finance 

David Anderson              Stewardship & Finance, Chair 

Carol Brown           Welcome & Fellowship 

Robert Browning                Christian Education 

Keith Kendall        Mission Outreach & Justice, Chair 

Hanna Kuykendall       Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 

Melinda Louden                  Mission Outreach & Justice 

Art Nicholson           Facilities & Operations 

Dennis Richard           Welcome & Fellowship 

Molly Roth           Facilities & Operations 

Sally Smith          Welcome & Fellowship 

Peyton Spriester (Youth Elder)            Christian Education 

Matt Stafford    Christian Education, Chair 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ben Henderson              Facilities & Operations, Chair 

Sandy Nicholson                  Church Treasurer 

Betsy Pasley       Clerk of Session 

Melissa Richard              Welcome & Fellowship, Chair 

Lou Williams                   Personnel, Chair 

Tom Williams             Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 

 

Board of Deacons        Parish 

Ed Bondurant             Alamo Heights Parish 

Margaret Cairnes       Northwood Parish, Vice-Moderator 

Marian Edson      Northeast Parish 

Paula Henderson        Castle Hills North Parish 

Marian Higgins                           Moderator 

Karen Jensen                 College Students, Secretary 

Marlyn Gibbs     Windcrest Parish 

Mary Norris     Northwest Parish 

Robin Raquet            Fredericksburg Parish 

David Sanders     University Parish 

Don Sheldon                Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer 

Nancy Vaughan           Olmos Parish 

Dec. 2 is Loaves & Fishes Sunday. Baby supplies needed for 
the House of Neighborly Service’s Food Bank are diapers, 
wipes, formula, cereal, and food. Monetary donations are also 
welcome. Please mark checks or envelopes with “Loaves & 
Fishes.”  

Loaves and Fishes 

UPC Special Donations 
in honor of Carol Brown 
Mary & Wayne Brown 
 
UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund 
Anonymous  
The Ortiz Family 
 
UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund 
in honor of Hannah Maloof 
Eric Maloof and Thuy Phan  
 
Children’s Center 
in memory of Melanie Rush Davis 
Carol Brown 
Marge and Dale Clyde 
Barry Hubbard 
 
The SoL Center Programming Fund 
Janifer Meldrum 
The Estate of Kay Richardson Cote 
 
The SoL Center Tricentennial Gala 
Programming Fund 
Matt Stafford 

Young Adult Volunteers 
Dakota and Tanner Kohfield look forward to sharing with you the 
experience that you helped to make  possible! Keep up with 
them on their blogs:  

https://yohabloelamor.wordpress.com/ (Dakota)  
https://writeontheborder.wordpress.com/ (Tanner)  



UPC December 2018 — Page 16 

 This Melody of Jesus 
 Altered My Hearing of the Good News 

At least a dozen times since I graduated from college, I’ve moved to another city, state, or country. 
Few books followed all my wanderings, but one oblong paperback is still on my bookshelf. It’s one I 
never could leave behind or hand off. You probably haven’t even heard of “The Singer,” by Calvin 
Miller. For one thing, it was published in 1975. I saw an ad for it back then calling the book “an  
age-old story whose significance is unmatched in human history. Those who wish to read it in its  
original form will find it in the Gospels of Matthew or Mark, Luke or John.” So I ordered it. Full  
disclosure: as a college student with a double major in religion and journalism, I was chosen as a 
(volunteer) contributor to a magazine that also published the book. 
 
In those days, I devoured religion and journalism textbooks, certainly not poetry or metaphorical 
prose. Yet this book pulled me in right away. The poetic narrative of “The Singer” shoved me into a 
different way of expressing words and actions of Jesus, far from reportorial storytelling or systematic 
theology. It sparked neurons beyond parables’ symbolic meaning. 
 

We are sane as long as we hear voices when there are none.  
We are insane when we hear nothing and worse we are deaf. 

 
I’ve read my aging copy of “The Singer” many times over the years, because it’s short. You know the end of the story, after 
all, but you want to read the ending of this retelling. Miller pairs words and phrases in delightful dialogue and free verse about 
Mary’s Jesus with God—the Singer and the Earthmaker.  
 

“Mother, I shall sing the song while I move out to seek more singers who like me are quite content to sing, then die.” 
She knew that he was right, but found it hard to talk of joyous life and painful death at the same time. How odd the 
song born on Earthmaker’s breath should lead his only Troubadour to death.  
 

“The Singer” is about feelings: confusion, hatred, sweetness, pain, closeness, lostness, and being cherished. Biblical  
literalists will not be amused; don’t struggle with doctrinal soundness. Enjoy the poetry. Read to discover human truth, not 
recorded fact. 
 

 Crying softly slept with Joy. 
 
I checked Amazon to see if  “The Singer” was still available and learned this was just the first of Calvin Miller’s trilogy. Books 
two and three are titled “The Song” and “The Finale” (think Epistles and Revelation). The trilogy is in our UPC library now. 
Maybe because I’ve carried “The Singer” around with me for so many years, it is my favorite of the three. What about you?  
 

“Blessed are the musical,” he said, “for theirs shall be a never-ending song.” 
 

—Sheri Rosen 

Deacons Poinsettias 
If you purchased poinsettias from the Deacons, they will be available for pick up on or after  
Monday, Dec. 3, in the Community Room. 
 
Names of those honored or memorialized will appear in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 


