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People and Ministries of University Presbyterian Church 

 

Intergenerational Sunday School 

Coinciding with the observation of World Communion Sunday, October 1, 
the Peace and Global Witness Offering is one of the four annual special 
offerings of the PC(USA). Local churches retain 25% of the contributions 
received, and this year UPC will give its portion to the Interfaith Welcome 
Coalition. 
 
The Interfaith Welcome Coalition is a group of volunteers representing 
many faith communities who respond to refugees through service and 
advocacy. The IWC has volunteers who welcome families at the  
Greyhound Bus Station and San Antonio International Airport and help to 
prepare them for their journey to family.  
 
The Backpack Ministry is a function of the bus station and airport  
ministries and provides supplies to the refugees to be used during their 
travel.  
 
The Sheltering Ministry provides for those refugees who must remain in 
San Antonio overnight prior to their trip.  
 
The Advocacy committee collaborates with other groups serving refugees; 
coordinates responses in support of refugees seeking asylum; and works 
to educate the community regarding the needs of this vulnerable group.  
 
Your donation will contribute to all of these efforts.  
 
The remaining 75% of the proceeds will be allocated as follows  to be used by local, national, and global efforts: 

 50% to PC(USA) ministries around the world 
 25% to synods and presbyteries 

Peace and Global Witness Offering 

We will coordinate an Intergenerational Sunday School Activity for Sunday, October 7 for World Communion Sunday. 
Since our part of the Peacemaking Offering will go to the Interfaith Welcome Coalition, we will focus on Immigrant families. 
 
We are planning a rotation model with different stations set up in the CE Forum. Some options will be: 

1) Packing IWC Backpacks 
2) Children's Story Book Reading 
3) Stories from the Volunteers at the Bus Station and Airport 
4) Refreshments 

 
We hope you will join us for this fun yet informative event. 
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Sunday, Oct. 7—27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dries Coetzee, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 
 

Service Music 
At the Table of the Lord by Jay Althouse 

Adult Choir 
 

Special Note 
We will celebrate World Communion Sunday. 

 
Evening Worship and Potluck 

See page  12 for information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, Oct. 14—28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
Hebrews 4:12-16 

 
Service Music 

TBD 
Adult Choir 

and 
TBD 

Children’s Choir 
 

Special Note 
We will celebrate the Children’s Sabbath. 

Sunday, Oct. 21—29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dhawn Martin, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

Mark 10:35-45 
 

Service Music 
TBD 

Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, Oct. 28—30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
Hebrews 7:23-28 

 
Service Music 

Now Thank We All Our God by J. S. Bach 
Adult Choir 

 
Special Note 

We will recognize Reformation Sunday. 
 

Worship Information 
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All are invited to the home of Beth & Dries Coetzee  
for a Congregational Open House. 

Join us for brunch and enjoy visiting with members of our church family.  
 

Saturday, Oct. 20; 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
1820 W. Mulberry Avenue, 78201 

 

Hope to see you there! 

A Message from Dries 
I love October!  Growing up in the Southern Hemisphere, it meant spring, and that 
we made it through the winter. Now living in the Northern Hemisphere, it means fall, 
with all it has to offer from temperatures dropping after the sweltering heat of  
summer to everything pumpkin and apples. It is good to be mindful that we belong to 
a global community. This awareness helps us realize that there are people whose 
experiences are different from our own. 
 

The October church calendar calls us to such mindfulness of our diversity.  
The month starts with World Communion, reminding us of the universal and  
inclusive nature of our church. We end our month with Reformation Sunday,  
reflecting on our unique contribution as Protestants to the global community. 
 

As if this were not enough reason to embrace October, we are invited to contemplate 
Stewardship and our commitment to the journey of faith as expressed here at University Presbyterian Church. This year our 
Stewardship Committee invites us to reflect on the ministry of UPC through the lens of healing. A significant portion of  
Jesus's time was dedicated to healing the sick and lifting up the downtrodden, and as a church, Christ’s Body on earth, we 
are called to continue this ministry. Thankful for the healing we experience at UPC, we follow Jesus's instruction at the end 
of The Parable of the Good Samaritan to "go and do likewise."   
 

This October, we are invited on a journey to explore how we “go and do likewise"…. at UPC, in our community, in the life of 
the wider church, and the world. Stewardship Commitment Sunday will be on November 4, when we make our commitment 
to help UPC embody God’s purposes as an expression of thanksgiving. More information on the theme will be shared in the 
next newsletter. 
 

Reflecting on healing, I experience healing in UPC’s growing diversity, as we deepen the expression of our Welcome  
Statement. Among events that celebrate diversity this month are an interfaith service of solidarity in remembrance of LGBT 
victims of violence. UPC will host this service followed by a potluck at 5 pm on October 7. Other events you are invited to 
participate in are the SoL Center Tricentennial Gala: An Interfaith Multicultural Celebration on Sunday, October 14 at 5 p.m. 
at the Skyline Room at Trinity University and the LGBTQIA+ Family Fall Festival & Trunk-Or-Treat, sponsored by the Pride 
Center San Antonio on Sunday, October 28, from 3-6 p.m. 
 

And one more invitation! This month Beth and I are hosting an Open House Brunch on Saturday, October 20th from 10:00 
am until 1:00 pm. We are looking forward to having you in our home and spending time with you. We are not fully moved in 
yet, especially the garden still needs a lot of attention, but it will be fun for you to see the progression from year to year. 
I am looking forward to being in contemplation with you this month as we imagine our ministry and recommit ourselves to our 
journey together at UPC. 
 

Blessings, 

Dries   
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The SoL Center 
(Source of Light) 

at University 
Presbyterian Church 

is an interfaith 
education center 

for adults who 
seek to explore 

the full dimensions 
of religious faith 

in the 21st century. 
 
 

Teachers and scholars 
create an open and 

respectful environment 
to encourage  

discussion 
and active learning. 

 
 

The SoL Center 
invites persons of all 

religious backgrounds 
in San Antonio 
to participate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dhawn Martin, 
Director 

The SoL Center 
300 Bushnell Ave 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
210-732-9927 

solcenter@upcsa.org 
upcsa.org/about-sol/ 

October Classes 
Propaganda: The Dangers of Dehumanization 
with Edward B. Westermann 
Thursday, Oct. 4; 
7-9 p.m. 
$15 before Sept. 27, $20 after 
Join Dr. Westermann in an exploration of past and current deployments of propaganda, what it feeds on, and 
what it fuels. The conversation will also look into the dangers of dehumanization as political rhetoric, with  
examples from Nazi Germany and implications for our own times.  
 
 
 
West Meets East:  
A CEO's Journey to Buddhism  
and Introduction to the Buddha's Teachings  
with Thomas Bruner 
Mon. and Wed., Oct. 8 and 10 
7-9 p.m. 
$30 before Oct. 1, $35 after 
A former Buddhist monk-in-training and longtime Buddhist practitioner,  
Mr. Bruner leads an interactive discussion of the life of the Buddha, and the core teachings he expounded 
upon his enlightenment. Learn about the journey of the Buddha from a child of wealth and privilege, o spiritual 
seeker, to "enlightened one" and teacher. We will explore Buddha's core teachings - the Four Noble Truths 
and the Eightfold Path. A former "Type A" executive, Bruner shares his journey experiencing these teachings 
as a Westerner, and their applicability to day-to-day life.  
 
 
 
Gun Myths Busted  
with Lisa Epstein 
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 2018 
7-9 p.m. 
$15 before Oct. 2, $20 after 
Come hear about how Moms Demand Action is working to educate the public, change the culture around 
guns, and advocate for legislation that is proven to prevent gun violence. Learn about common gun myths and 
how to refute them with facts.  
 
 
 
Sacred Sites: Downtown Churches Bus Tour  
with Bonnie Simons 
Tuesday, Oct. 16  
9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
$40 before Oct. 1, $45 after 
The tour group will board a bus and explore three downtown San Antonio churches, along with learning their 
rich and diverse histories. The planned stops are: The Little Church of La Villita, St. Joseph's Catholic Church, 
and San Fernando Cathedral. Early registration needed in order to secure the bus reservation.   
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Join us Sunday, October 14, 2018, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Skyline Room at Trinity University. 
Individual tickets will be sold for $60 each – other levels of support are also available. 

 
As an interfaith and intercultural community, the SoL Center is privileged  

to be part of San Antonio’s Tricentennial and you are invited to join in this celebration! 
 

Our gala will celebrate the diverse communities of the River City  
with a sit-down dinner, a stunning view of the city’s skyline, and music with vibrant and beautiful harmonies 

that remind us of all that we can accomplish when we join and work together. 
 

During the gala, we will also take a look back over the 17 year history of the SoL Center  
to remember some of our favorite courses and instructors. Whether you have attended  

only one course or event or multiple, we would love to hear from you about your favorites! 
 

Limited seating due to Skyline Room capacity. 
See the SoL Center webpage for registration information or call the office at 210-732-9927. 

Tricentennial Gala: 
An Interfaith Multicultural Celebration 

More October Classes 
Community Reading of To Be Honest:  
Voices on Islam during the 2016 Presidential Election 
with Habiba Noor 
Two Wednesdays, Oct. 17 and 24 
7-9 p.m. 
$30 before Oct. 10, $35 after 
You will be invited to take part in reading the play, To Be Honest, a piece of documentary theatre gathering perspectives on 
Islam from interviews with San Antonians in 2016. Faculty and students from Trinity University embarked on a research  
project to explore San Antonians' views on Islam during the highly charged 2016 presidential elections. In this course we will 
first learn how the script came to be written. Then, in the second session, we will read the script together in a readers' theatre 
style. The play has 22 parts, representing different religious and political communities in San Antonio. We will use our  
reading of the script to engage some of the more difficult questions that have emerged in our current political climate.  
 
 
 
 
Who Wrote the Bible?  
A Look at the Documentary Hypothesis 
with Rabbi Jeffrey Abraham 
Two Tuesdays, Oct. 23 and 30 
7-9 p.m. 
$30 before Oct. 16, $35 after  
Was the Bible written completely by God or did humans play a role in writing the Bible? Join Rabbi Abraham for this exciting 
course based on Richard Elliot Friedman's book, Who Wrote the Bible? The course will explore the evolution of the  
Documentary Hypothesis as well as what different strands of contemporary Judaism believe about who wrote the Bible.  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 1 

1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meeting—Men and Women 

2 
All Day (2) 
CC Parent Conferences 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
4:30-9 pm (5 and 4) 
IWC Backpack Assembly 
5:30-6:30 pm (2) 
Daisy Troop Meeting 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

3 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
6:30-8 pm 
Committee Meetings: CE(5), F&O(R),  
MOJ(3), S&F(A), W&A(4), W&F(1) 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

4 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
10-11:30 am (A) 
Library Committee 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board) 
7-9 pm (1) 
SoL: Propaganda 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

5 
All Day (2) 
CC Parent Conferences 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

6 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

7 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 am 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:30-1:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Mama’s Cafe 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 
5-8 pm (S and CE) 
Solidarity Interfaith Worship 
Service and Potluck Dinner 

8 
All Day (2) 
CC Parent Conferences 
9:30-10:15 am (S) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meeting—Men and Women 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: West Meets East 

9 
All Day (2) 
CC Parent Conferences 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R and 2) 
Fiesta Youth and Parent Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: Gun Myths Busted 

10 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
1:30-3 pm (3) 
Book Discussion Group 
6:30-8 pm (1) 
Deacons Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: West Meets East 

11 
Payroll Due 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
12-1 pm (A) 
PRO SA Meeting 
12:30-2 pm (3) 
CC Accreditation Support Group 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

12 
5:45-8 pm (CC) 
CC Upstairs Fall Family Social 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

13 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
8:30-11:30 am (CC) 
CC Downstairs 
Fall Family Social 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

14 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 am 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 
5:30-7:30 pm (Off-Site) 
SoL Center Tricentennial Gala 

15 
12-2 pm (R) 
Staff Lunch (Frank V.) 
6-8:30 pm (4) 
Early Childhood Training 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-8 pm (2) 
AA Grapevine Committee 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meeting—Men and Women 

16 
9 am-1230 pm (Off-Site) 
SoL: Sacred Sites Church Bus Tour 
11:30 am-1 pm (3) 
CC Board Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
4:30-9 pm (5 and 4) 
IWC Backpack Assembly 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

17 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
Session Meeting 
7-9 (3) 
SoL: Community Reading of 
“To Be Honest” 

18 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
4-5 pm (4) 
SoL Programming Meeting 
5-6 pm (4) 
SoL Board Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

19 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

20 
All Day (P) 
Event at Trinity 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
10 am-1 pm 
(Off-Site) 
Open House  
at the  Coetzee’s 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

21 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 am 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:30-1:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Tomatillo’s 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

22 
Multitude Deadline 
 
9:30-10:15 am (S) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6-8:30 pm (4) 
Early Childhood Training 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-9 pm (Off-Site) 
Women’s Book Group 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meeting—Men and Women 

23 
All Day (2) 
CC Parent Conferences 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: Who Wrote the Bible? 

24 
All Day (2) 
CC Parent Conferences 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
5:30-9 pm (4) 
Leadership Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
7-9 (3) 
SoL: Community Reading of 
“To Be Honest” 

25 
All Day (Off-Site) 
Presbytery Meeting 
(1st Presbyterian—Mission) 
All Day (2) 
CC Parent Conferences 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
9-11 am (1) 
IWC Leader Meeting 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

26 
Community Room Floor Cleaning 
 
All Day (Off-Site) 
Presbytery Meeting 
(1st Presbyterian—Mission) 
All Day (2) 
CC Parent Conferences 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

27 
All Day (Off-Site) 
Presby Meeting 
(Mission) 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
Afternoon (S) 
Visit from 
Jamat Khana 
(Dhawn Martin) 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

28 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 am 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 
TBD (Off-Site) 
Youth Group at Haunted House 

29 
Payroll Due 
 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meeting—Men and Women 

30 
All Day (2) 
CC Parent Conferences 
10 am-12 pm (4) 
IWC Meeting with Texas Impact 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
4:30-9 pm (5) 
IWC Backpack Assembly 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: Who Wrote the Bible? 

31 
All Day (2) 
CC Parent Conferences 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 

          ctober 
       2018 

ROOM KEY 
N = Narthex 

S = Sanctuary 
R = Comm. Room 

K = Kitchen 
Y = Courtyard 

A = Library 
C = Conf. Room 

O = Pastor Office 
CC = CC  Rooms 
G = Gath. Place 
F = CE Forum 

1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7 
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Breakfast Club and Sunday School  
Sundays, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
We continue to meet each week for a snack and fellowship. Our lessons 
will be taken from the Living in Christ curriculum.  
 
Youth Group Activities 
Sunday, October 28—Haunted House 
We are planning on attending a Haunted House on Sunday, October 28 

with Madison Square Presbyterian Church youth. Location and price TBD. 
 
Friday, January 18-Sunday, January 20—Midwinter Youth Conference at Mo-Ranch 
We will be attending Midwinter at the beautiful hill country camp, Mo Ranch. Join other youth for fellowship, devotional, 
games, and more! The event fills up fast, so please let me know if you may want to attend by September 30 and the  
definitive deadline is December 1. Cost is $155. 

Youth Group Happenings 

Women’s Book Group 
The UPC Women's Book Group will meet on October 22 at 6:30 p.m. at the home 
of Patti Jewett. Lou Williams will moderate. We will review A Gentleman in Moscow 
by Amor Towles. Everyone is welcome, simply bring a salad to share and prepare 
for fun!  Kindly notify Patti if you will be coming. 
 
Here is the review from GOODREADS: 
When, in 1922, he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the 
count is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street 
from the Kremlin. Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never 
worked a day in his life, and must now live in an attic room while some of the most 
tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors.  
Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him a doorway into a much l 
arger world of emotional discovery. 

UPC will participate in the LGBTQIA+ Family Fall Festival & Trunk-Or-Treat, sponsored by Pride Center San Antonio in  
collaboration with other area organizations working together to celebrate the diversity of our city.   
 
This free event will be held at the Pride Center (1303 McCullough Ave, Ste 160, 78212) 
on Sunday, October 28, from 3-6 p.m.  The Family Fall Festival allows for LGBTQIA+ Families  
and Allies to have a safe space to take their children Trick-or-treating.  
 
Please donate individually wrapped candy on or before Sunday, October 28, outside Todd 
McGraw’s office in the Administration Building. Contact Todd McGraw for more information. 

Family Fun Festival and Trunk-or-Treat 
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Melissa Almsted, daughter of Linda Ireland, is no stranger to UPC. At 18 
months she attended the Children’s Center under the tender care of  
Cita Kovar. Later, during her middle school years, she fondly remembers the  
spiritual guidance and relaxed leadership of Nona Holly, someone in whom 
she could confide, as well as John and Diane Miller. She described UPC as 
welcoming and like an extended family. “The church always felt like a family, 
so nurturing and welcoming,” she said. A highlight during her teens was  
Summer Place, a Presbyterian camp in Corpus. Melissa especially enjoyed 
meeting many new friends from other churches for Bible study and fun times 
along the beautiful seashore.  
 
Almost one year ago Melissa moved back to San Antonio with her husband, 
Daniel, to be closer to family and to come home to a city she loves. They live 
in Southtown along the river. Inasmuch as Daniel is an Insurance Adjuster and 
has his own business, the move provided work security for both of them as 
Melissa works with him. They have a 20-year-old daughter, Hannah, who  
attends Pepperdine University, majoring in Advertising and Journalism. 
 
Melissa met Daniel in San Antonio and married 23 years ago. Following their 
marriage, they completed school at Wayland Baptist College in Plainview and 
Texas Tech University in Lubbock. Melissa majored in English and Spanish. 
Her mother noted that early in Melissa’s life a Spanish tutor came every week, 
as Linda saw the importance of learning Spanish at a young age. Melissa  
utilizes her Spanish in her husband’s business and works with the Spanish-
speaking children at Beacon Hill. In the past, she also spoke mainly Spanish 
when she ran the Communities In Schools program for Shallowater ISD. 

 
While at Texas Tech Melissa worked in Institutional Advancement. Much of Melissa’s work involved fund-raising with the 
Chancellor for athletics. This had added perks like seats in suites at big bowl football games - this thrilled Daniel no end, and 
he is still an avid Red Raider sports fan!  At that time, Daniel worked as a basketball and  
football coach in a local high school. . 
 
For relaxation Melissa spends time reading, exercising in their complex, bike-riding with Daniel along Mission Reach and the 
river, and “game-night” activities with neighbors that live in their complex. Particularly enjoyable is traveling (for work and 
fun!) and sight-seeing in California when they visit Hannah. Of course, Sunday church and lunch afterward with Mom is very 
special. During the year Melissa and her mother find inspiration in the relaxed atmosphere of the early service.  
Her comment: “It is like a big Sunday School class!” 
 
Welcome, Melissa, to UPC.  
We are so glad you found your way back home! 
Marian Higgins 

Introducing… 

 Melissa Almsted 
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Introducing… 

 Susan and Jack Flanagan 
You know how you feel in the presence of 
non-stop, playful seven-year-olds? Now 
imagine that they are all grown up. They’re 
probably like Susan and Jack Flanagan, 
still full of energy and interested in  
everything. They balance each other for 
great conversation, as you might expect 
for a couple married 35 years. 
 
Susan and Jack joined UPC this summer. 
They had dropped in at worship services 
when Kelly Allen, Frank Seaman, and San 
Williams preached, and they liked what 
they heard. They had been members at 
Madison Square Presbyterian Church, 
eventually deciding UPC was for them. 
 
Susan is a soft-spoken and  
straightforward. “I was always motivated to 
be better,” Susan said. She developed a 

keen interest in chemistry and biology and was employed microbiologist by Bayer AG. Susan’s responsibilities occupied in 
her in the lab and in sales. She worked in public health for 25 years and in sales for Bayer at Houston’s Medical Center. 
 
Jack also lived in Houston, but that’s not exactly how they met. For work, Susan visited a Beaumont hospital. Jack, who also 
lived in Houston, was at the same Beaumont hospital that day on business.  
 
Jack was born and raised in Kansas City, MO; was educated by Jesuits, high school through college; and served in the  
military in Washington, D.C., and Ft. Belvoir, VA. Following military service, he started and ended a career of more than 30 
years in pharmaceutical sales and management. After a series of mergers and acquisitions, he retired from Pfizer Pharma in 
San Antonio. He’d had enough of pharmaceutical consolidations. 
 
For his second career, he opened his own business, sharpening veterinary instruments plus blades and scissors for pet 
groomers, and he worked with FFA (Future Farmers of America) and 4-H chapters. He’s now fully retired. 
 
After retiring from microbiology, Susan opened a florist in Fair Oaks Ranch, and then retired after more than 10 years there. 
She now enjoys ikebana (the art of Japanese flower arrangement), which is how Susan met UPCer Bernice Buxbaum, who 
also does ikebana. Susan is president of the Ikebana International chapter in San Antonio and Houston’s Ikebana Ohara 
School (though she is ready to hand off the Houston responsibility).  
 
These days, Jack and Susan work in their yard. Susan loves to prepare healthy meals, and 
she tends her orchids in her greenhouse.  
 
Count them among the number of people who drive in from beyond Loop 1604 to UPC.  
They enjoy UPC’s congregation and the feel of the neighborhoods surrounding Trinity  
University and University of the Incarnate Word. The feel UPC provides the motivation to find 
their inspiration to do “the right things.” 
 
Welcome! 
Sheri Rosen 
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 UPCC 
Just prior to the start of school half of the full time staff attending a nature curriculum conference in Chicago with the title of 
WOW: World of Wonder. UPCC has incorporated this WOW theme into our team building activities for the school year. For 
the Open House on September 4 for families, I also asked the staff to write “Wow” statements about working at UPCC to 
provide the foundation for the power point shared at Open House for families in September. Here are a few of the Wow 

Don’t forget our annual Book Fair fundraiser will be held November 4 – 8 in the Community Room. A portion of the sales  
go back to UPCC. 
 
— Cindi Catlin Gaskins 

Calling all UPC artists and craftspeople. If you have items (art, cards, pottery, jewelry, etc.)that you would like to sell this year during our 
Alternative Gift Market (Sunday, December 2), please contact Gail Raney. 

AGM — Calling All Crafters 

Wow! Teaching young  
Children is a 

priceless blessing. 
—Carrissa Powell 

(teaching with UPCC  
since 2008) 

Wow!  
Babies in nature!  

They do exist! 
—Caitlin Gallardo 
(teacher at UPCC 

since 2011) 

Wow! Working with young  
children and families is an 

honor because the parents are 
trusting us with their child  

and we get to be a part of their 
growth and milestones. 
—Cindy Calvo-Garcia 

(teaching at UPCC 
since 1993) 

Wow! To me teaching is a  
rewarding, exciting,  

life-changing experience! 
—Melanie Valdez 

(teacher at UPCC since 2016)  

Wow!  Over the years at UPCC,  
I have learned to be a better 

teacher because 
of having the opportunity to go 

the conferences  
and having  a   

supportive church community. 
—Diane Garcia 

(eaching at UPCC 
since 1994) 
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We are changing online payment processors to Vanco. 
 
If you would like to pay your pledge or make an online donation to the church,  
you can either click on the Donate Button on our website (www.upcsa.org/donate)  
or you can download the app Give+ Mobile from the App Store or from Google Play  
to your mobile device. You can make an online payment via credit card or  
directly from your bank account. You can also establish a profile if you want  
to set up a recurring payment. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Nicholson  
at sanartjam@aol.com or 210-859-7448. 

New Online Giving at UPC 

Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges. Expenses have been  lower than projected for the year so far, but higher 
this month than planned. Our current surplus is $26,615, but we anticipate a tight budget in 2018. 
 
We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for a particular 
purpose. The overall balance in the special funds account  is $108,846. Interfaith Welcome Coalition (IWC) is kept  
separately and has a balance of $211,402. IWC helps the many immigrants put into South Texas detention centers and has 
high expenses with the separation of children from parents. The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and has an  
operating budget of $37,175 and separate endowment accounts. The fall course catalog is now published and there will be a 
fundraising gala planned for October 14. 

 
In addition to operating funds and special purpose 
funds, we also have Endowment Funds which  are 
long term funds that help support UPC, The SoL 
Center, and the University Presbyterian Children's 
Center. The current market value of UPC  
Endowments is $568,480 and the book value is 
$404,273. The current market value of SoL  
Endowments is $125,159 and the book value is 
$95,936. Endowments are invested and only the 
earnings or a percentage of the current value may 
be used regularly. 
 
The Stewardship & Finance Committee recently 
updated the Planned Giving Program which allows 
you to designate gifts to the church in your will or 
financial plan to either general endowment or  
specific projects which you may want to support 
long term. A special program will be held about this 
on September 30. 
 
—Sandy Nicholson 

Treasurer’s Report 
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On Sunday, October 7, at 5 p.m., UPC will host an interfaith service in remembrance of LGBT victims of violence. A project 
of Dignity, the national organization for LGBT Roman Catholics, Solidarity Sunday is an opportunity for people from many 
faith traditions to come together in commitment to ending violence against the world-wide LGBT community.  
 
The theme for this year’s observance is Resilience and Compassion, and the service will include music, prayers, the reading 
of victim’s names, and speakers from different faith groups. Our pastor, Dries Coetzee, will offer UPC’s welcome, and Todd 
McGraw,  Director of Children & Youth Ministries, will speak as UPC’s representative.  
 
Following the worship service, there will be a pot-luck fellowship dinner in the CE Building. UPC folk are asked to bring fruit 
or veggies/salad. You may bring food items to the CE kitchen before or after the worship service; be sure to take your dish/
plate/container with you when you leave. Y’ALL COME! 
 
Contact Melissa Richard - mrichard0219@gmail.com - about the pot-luck or barry.hubbard@att.net with other questions. 

Solidarity Sunday 

All Are Welcomed 
The San Antonio Sponsoring Committee (SASC) will conduct a training session on Tuesday, October 9, 2018 at  
St. Paul Episcopal Church, 1018 E. Grayson, 78208 from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. The training session will be led  
by Sister Pearl Ceasar, CDP. 
 
At this session you will learn how to take action on an issue. The points to be addressed are as follows: 

 A description on power 
 How to conduct research 
 How to recruit people 
 How to develop allies 
 How to identify the root causes of an issue 

 
If interested in attending, please contact Barry Hubbard at barry.hubbard@att.net. 
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This event is often an important “friendraiser” as much as a “fundraiser” and it gives us an opportunity to be a voice for 
those in need. Not only a voice but also a solution!  It is also an incredible opportunity to share the power of the Body of 
Christ working together to make a difference in our community. 
 
OCTOBER 10, 2018 
THE PEARL STABLE 
SOCIAL HOUR & SILENT AUCTION: 6 P.M. 
DINNER: 7 P.M. 
 
For information about the levels of sponsorship,  
please feel free to contact Dawn White-Fosdick  
at dwhite@cam-sa.org or  
Sarah Kory at skory@cam-sa.org. 

2018 Feast to Feed Dinner Benefit for CAM 

Forum Artwork 
Lesta Frank is a San Antonio artist whose works include mixed media, mystical realism, and watercolor. She paints  
figuratively, portraits, still life, goddesses, buddhas and pets. Lesta studied at the Cranbrook Academy of Art and the 
Rochester Institute of Technology, and her work is owned widely in corporate and individual collections. Her exhibit will 
be displayed in the CE Forum through October.  
 

Lesta writes this about her work: In these paintings, I let go of  my 
plans and goals—I simply  walked up to a canvas and began  
painting. This radical departure from my former approach was  
exciting and scary. It took a lot courage and trust in the process.  
Color and shapes lost their former roles as descriptors of objects and 
took on new life as flow and expressiveness.  
 
The development of my art echoes my spiritual journey. As I  
continued to renew the goodness of life, my muse led me into  
serendipity, and sometimes insightful messages from subconscious 
realms. 
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We are thrilled for the Baptism: 
David Soren Carpenter, 

son of Safira and Christian Carpenter 
and little brother of Antony Carpenter 

 
 

We celebrate these birthdays: 
1-Ben Henderson 

1-Tracy Lewis 
1-Ainsley Thompson 

2-Tamara Apgar 
2-Helen Silantien 
4-Warren Craig 

4-Tatum Spriester 
6-Marcia Ellison 

6-Ross Smith 
9-Jane Fried 

10-Brock Harris 
11-Tucker Gibson 
11-Joan Hildreth 
12-Gene Clark 

12-Pete Emerson 
13-Collin Shinkle 
14-Timothy Apgar 
14-Barbara Trinkle 
17-Lenna Baxter 
17-Will Toman 

19-Mary Lowder 
20-Kirk Kuykendall 
21-Stephanie Giust 
22-Dennis Richard 

27-Mia Lewis 
27-Bill Reeves 

27-Chris Sanders 
30-Helene Treat 

 

We celebrate these anniversaries: 
1-Barbara and Ross Smith 

2-Nancy and Fernando Frescas 
10-Judy and Garry Cole 

10-Aimee Jensen and Kmilo Marin 
12-Kate and Marc Wilson 

13-Jamie and Simon Thompson 
14-Marian and Jim Edson 

17-Susan and Jack Flagagan 
19-Elinor and Jeffrey Gingerich 

19-Nicole Foy and Steve Spriester 
19-Susan and Mike Sloan 
25-Lisa and Bill Campbell 

 
 
 
 
 

Please note the following days off: 
Anastasia: Sept. 24-Oct. 8 

Cindi: Oct. 1-5 
Todd: Oct. 8-12, 15-16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Adult Volunteers 
Dakota and Tanner Kohfield look forward to sharing  

with you the experience that you helped to make  
possible! Keep up with them on their blogs:  

https://yohabloelamor.wordpress.com/ (Dakota) and  
https://writeontheborder.wordpress.com/ (Tanner).  

Congregational News 

Special Thanks 
Dear Friends at University Presbyterian Church, 
 
Thank you so much for contribution to our Back-To-School Drive! We raised over $3,000 and were able to provide quality 
backpacks and supplies to 100 students. Your support of these Westside students means a lot. We are grateful. 
 
Sincerely, 
Your Friends at HNS 
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 Gifts and Memorials 
The SoL Center Tricentennial Gala 
Programming Fund 
Gillian Cook 
Marian and Larry Higgins 
Barry Hubbard, in honor of Marcia Goren Weser,  
 Wayne Knutsen, and Waheeda Kara 
Sally Lloyd, in memory of Chriss Lloyd 
Jeanne and Robert Browning 
Linda Ireland, in memory of Marjorie Guillory 
Larry Adamson 
Luann and Lawrence Cohen 
Marga Speicher 
Pat Konstam, in honor of SoL Center Founding Pastor  
 Lib McGregor Simmons 
Sumeyra Tek 
Fatma Arslan 
 
The SoL Center Tricentennial Gala 
Endowment Fund 
Bernice Buxbaum in memory of Robert E Buxbaum 
Barry Hubbard, in honor of Dhawn Martin 

 

The Multitude is published monthly for members and 

friends of University Presbyterian Church to highlight the 

people and ministries of the church. Submit articles  

articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org  

by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited. 

 

Staff 

Andries Coetzee                                                   Pastor 

Anastasia Bernal                Administrative Assistant 

Cindi Catlin Gaskins                  Director, Children’s Center 

Todd McGraw            Director, Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Mary Lowder                                  Organist 

Dhawn Martin              Director, SoL Center 

Leroy Sebesta             Music Administrative Assistant 

John Silantien                          Director, Choral Music 

Maggie Sorrell                     Director, Children’s Music 

Frank Villalpando                   Custodian 

 

Session                                       Committee 

Thurman Adkins          Stewardship & Finance 

David Anderson              Stewardship & Finance, Chair 

Carol Brown           Welcome & Fellowship 

Robert Browning                Christian Education 

Keith Kendall        Mission Outreach & Justice, Chair 

Hanna Kuykendall       Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 

Melinda Louden                  Mission Outreach & Justice 

Art Nicholson           Facilities & Operations 

Dennis Richard           Welcome & Fellowship 

Molly Roth           Facilities & Operations 

Sally Smith          Welcome & Fellowship 

Peyton Spriester (Youth Elder)            Christian Education 

Matt Stafford    Christian Education, Chair 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ben Henderson              Facilities & Operations, Chair 

Sandy Nicholson                  Church Treasurer 

Betsy Pasley       Clerk of Session 

Melissa Richard              Welcome & Fellowship, Chair 

Lou Williams                   Personnel, Chair 

Tom Williams             Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 

 

Board of Deacons        Parish 

Ed Bondurant             Alamo Heights Parish 

Margaret Cairnes       Northwood Parish, Vice-Moderator 

Marian Edson      Northeast Parish 

Paula Henderson        Castle Hills North Parish 

Marian Higgins                           Moderator 

Karen Jensen                 College Students, Secretary 

Marlyn Gibbs     Windcrest Parish 

Mary Norris     Northwest Parish 

Robin Raquet            Fredericksburg Parish 

David Sanders     University Parish 

Don Sheldon                Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer 

Nancy Vaughan           Olmos Parish 

October 7 will be the next Loaves and Fishes Sunday.  
Basic items needed for the House of Neighborly Service’s Food 
Bank are 2 lb bags of sugar, 2 lb bags of flour, 1 lb cans of 
Crisco, 1 pt bottles of vegetable oil, unsweetened cereal, and 
oatmeal.  Monetary donations are also welcome. Please mark 
checks or envelopes with “Loaves & Fishes.” 

Loaves and Fishes 
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 Book Donations 
In August Rev. Julie Adkins, professor and daughter of long time UPC member Thurman Adkins, generously donated a  
selection books to the UPC Library from her, and her late husband, Van Williams' personal library. A few topics and titles 
include: In Theology—Readings in Christian Theology; three volumes on A History of Christian Thought;  In Spirituality— 
A Beginners Guide to Prayer; The Breath of Life: A Simple Way to Pray; A Spirituality Named Compassion; Toward Holy 
Ground: Spiritual Directions for the Second Half of Life; as well as commentaries on the Bible and books addressing current 
concerns of the world from a Christian perspective. We will display these gifts over the next two months, starting in mid  
September with a  collection on immigration, titles listed below. Immigration was one of Julie and Van's primary  
anthropological interests. 
  
 How the Other Half Works: Immigration and the Social Organization of Labor, Roger Waldinger and Michael Lichter, 

University of California Press, 2003. 
 Strangers at the Gates: New Immigrants in Urban America, Roger Waldinger, ed., University of California Press, 2001. 
 This Land Is Our Land: Immigrants and Power in Miami, Alex Stepick et al., University of California Press, 2003. 
 Apple Pie and Enchiladas: Latino Newcomers in the Rural Midwest, Ann V. Millard and Jorge Chapa, University of Texas 

Press, 2004. 
 Fragmented Ties: Salvadoran Immigrant Networks in America, Cecilia Menjivar, University of California Press, 2000. 
 Domestica: Immigrant Workers Cleaning and Caring in the Shadows of Affluence, Pierette Hondagneu-Sotelo,                

University of California Press, 2001 
 Latin Journey: Cuban and Mexican Immigrants in the United 

States, Alejandro Portes and Robert L. Bach, University of 
California Press, 1985. [older, but a "classic"] 

 Immigrant Faiths: Transforming Religious Life in America, 
Karen I. Leonard et al., AltaMira Press, 2005. 

 Re-Creating America: The Ethics of U.S. Immigration and 
Refugee Policy in a Christian Perspective,                             
Dana W. Willbanks, Abingdon Press, 1996. 

Join a UPC Dinner Group 
The UPC Dinner Groups are a great way to really get to know a small group of people really well. While we see each other at 
worship, that may not be the best way to truly know the other people who worship with you. The dinner groups provide an 
opportunity to visit with members of the UPC community. The 7-9 member groups change every year to give people a 
chance to interact with more people. Each group will get together for dinner 3 to 5 times during the year and each group  
decides when and where to meet. If you are interested, fill out the form below and get it to the Church Office by October 7th. 
Some people hesitate to sign up because they are busy and might not be able to commit for the entire year. If this is the 
case, we can put you on a list to be invited occasionally. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
UPC Dinner Groups ~ Deadline: October 7, 2018 

 

Name(s) _________________________________________________________ Phone(s) __________________________ 
 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ Zip ______________ 
 

Email(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ Yes, I want to be in a Dinner Group that includes children. 
_____ Yes, I am willing to be a group coordinator to make sure the group decides when and where to meet. 
_____ I can’t commit to a club, but would like to be invited occasionally. 
 

Special Needs or Dietary Restrictions: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

I would like to get to know ________________________________________________________better and be in their group. 


