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People and Ministries of University Presbyterian Church 

 

Regular Sunday schedules will return September 9. Please join us! 
 
8:30am – First Worship Service – Sanctuary 
This worship is a casual service with music and prayers. When weather permits, this early service is also held outdoors in 
the “Gathering Space.” Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of each month . 
 
9:15am – Children’s Choir – Community Room 
Maggie Sorrell leads children in 1st through 8th grade to learn about music and scripture as they prepare anthems to  
offer in the second worship service.  
 
9:15am – Coffee Fellowship – CE Forum 
NEW INTERGENERATIONAL FORMAT 
Coffee and water will be served in the Forum for a time of gathering and fellowship. At 9:40 a.m. all ages will gather  in the 
forum to have a prayer blessing, simple hymn sing, open meditation before separating into the different classrooms. 
 
9:45am – Sunday School – CE Building 
There are several Sunday School offerings adults can participate in. Youth and children are divided up by age. 
For a list of available classes with times and locations  
as well as leaders/coordinators, please see pages 8 and 9. 
 
10:40am – Adult Choir Warm Up – Community Room 
The adult choir resumes Thursday night rehearsals at  
7:30 p.m. on Sept. 6 with warm up on Sunday mornings  
at 10:40 a.m.  
 
11:00am – Second Worship Service – Sanctuary 
This worship is our more traditional service. The music  
program includes an adult choir, hymns, and service music 
played on organ and piano using the Presbyterian hymnal  
“Glory to God.” Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday  
of each month. 

Regular Sunday Schedules Return September 9 

Our 2018-2019 School Year Kick-off is Sunday, September 2. We invite  
everyone of all ages to join us for a Pancake Breakfast served by our Youth 
Group and their wonderful dads (and some moms) in the  Community Room 
from 8:45-9:45 a.m.  
 
During this time frame,  we will give an introduction to the Christian Education  
opportunities for the upcoming year. Please join us! 

Pancake Breakfast to Kick-Off Christian Education Year 
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Last One Service at 10 a.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 2—22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
James 1:17-27 

 

Service Music 
Think on These Things by Mark Patterson 

Adult Choir with Quentan Milliner, cello 
 

Special Note 
We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

 
 

Return of Two Services at 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 9—23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
James 2:1-10 (11-13) 14-17 

 

Service Music 
Tu Pauperum Refugium by Josquin des Prez 

Adult Choir 
 

Special Note 
We will commission Sunday School Teachers. 

 
 

Sunday, Sept. 16—24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dries Coetzee, leading worship 

Steve Spriester in conversation with Todd, McGraw 
 

Scripture Reading 
James 3:1-12 

 

Service Music 
Awake My Heart and Render by Jane Marshall 

Adult Choir  
 

Special Note 
We will commission Todd McGraw for Ministry at UPC. 

Sunday, Sept. 23—25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dries Coetzee, preaching 

 

Scripture Reading 
James 3:13-4:3,7-8a 

 

Service Music 
Offertory by John Ness Beck 

Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, Sept. 30—26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dries Coetzee, preaching 

 

Scripture Reading 
James 5:13-20 

 

Service Music 
Is Any Afflicted by William Billings 

Adult Choir 
 

Special Note 
We will have a Moment for Mission 

by Sherry Kenney from the Presbyterian Foundation 
on Planned Giving. 

Worship Information 

HELP NEEDED 
It’s that time of year again!  

Time for the Community Room floor to be stripped and waxed  
and for the Sanctuary floor to be scrubbed and buffed. 

We need 6-8 people to help put chairs, communion table and rugs 
up on the chancel on Wednesday, Sept. 5, at 5:00pm. 

Then, we will need help resetting the rooms on Saturday, Sept. 8, at 10:00am, 
so they will be ready for regular Sunday activities.  

Contact the church office if you can volunteer. 
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 A Message from Dries 
Traveling has a way of changing one’s perspective. This was my experience once again as I visited South Africa this past 
month. It was an interesting time to be back in my country of birth. The talk of land expropriation dominated the news cycle 
as the young democracy continues to grow into its own and strives to overcome the inequality and dehumanization of the 
past. People stressed, anxious, and feel hopeless. Many suffer from what some would call “Headline Stress Disorder.”    
Although different issues, we in the US can relate, as at the root of many of the issues lies the same causes. 
 
This coming month, we invite you to explore how the ministry of UPC has or can have a healing influence on our lives, that 
of our community, and the world. Starting on Sunday, September 2, we will join in community for our Annual Youth Pancake 
Breakfast and in worship, will start meditating on the Book of James. Do yourself a favor and read the entire letter. It is short 
and insightful. If you are you interested, join the adult class that will study James this fall. I also invite you to look at all the 
other opportunities for education and the transformation it brings about through learning and being in community. They are 
listed on pages 8 and 9.   
 
For our youth, children, and their families, we have an exciting new beginning to the programming year as we welcome  
Todd McGraw as our Director of Children’s and Youth Ministry. With his gifts and skills in ministry, Todd promises to build on 
the outstanding and inspiring ministry of his predecessor, David Germer. Todd who began his ministry at UPC this past  
weekend at  Mo-Ranch, will be commissioned for ministry at UPC on Sunday, September 16 during worship. 
 
Many of you have inquired when Beth and I will organize a trip to South Africa. We are starting to make preliminary plans for 
a UPC trip in 2019, which will be the seventh such trip that I have led. If you are interested in joining us in experiencing 
South Africa from a “local” perspective, I invite you to contact me, and we will set up an exploratory meeting to determine 
dates for the trip. 
 
I am excited to resume our early service on Sunday, September 9th at 8:30 a.m.  
Also, keep the date of Saturday, October 20th, as Beth and I will host a  
Congregational Open House at our home. We will send out more details  
in future communications. 
 
I am looking forward to  
our first fall together! 
 
Blessings, 
Dries 

We are changing online payment processors to Vanco. 
 
If you would like to pay your pledge or make an online donation to the church,  
you can either click on the Donate Button on our website (www.upcsa.org/donate)  
or you can download the app Give+ Mobile from the App Store or from Google Play  
to your mobile device. You can make an online payment via credit card or  
directly from your bank account. You can also establish a profile if you want  
to set up a recurring payment. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Nicholson  
at sanartjam@aol.com or 210-859-7448. 

New Online Giving at UPC 
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The SoL Center 
(Source of Light) 

at University 
Presbyterian Church 

is an interfaith 
education center 

for adults who 
seek to explore 

the full dimensions 
of religious faith 

in the 21st century. 
 
 

Teachers and scholars 
create an open and 

respectful environment 
to encourage  

discussion 
and active learning. 

 
 

The SoL Center 
invites persons of all 

religious backgrounds 
in San Antonio 
to participate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dhawn Martin, 
Director 

The SoL Center 
300 Bushnell Ave 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
210-732-9927 

solcenter@upcsa.org 
upcsa.org/about-sol/ 

September Classes 
Climate Change and Ecological Spirituality  
with Joseph L. Cook  
Wednesday, Sept. 12; 7-9 p.m.; Free Event; register by Sept. 5 
Mr. Cook will highlight the connection between sacred texts and creation-consciousness, 
or an ecological spirituality, which mobilizes religious communities to address the climate 
change crisis. In light of climate change denial, he will explore current science and  
weather-data, while also examining present and future climate challenges. 

 
Social Entrepreneurship: Making a Difference while Making a Living  
with Shokare Nakpodia 
Thursday, Sept. 13; 7-9 p.m.; $15 on or before Sept. 5; $20 after 
This course will engage both new and experienced leaders, entrepreneurs, and innovators in 
civic conversation about doing what you’re passionate about while also earning an income.  
In addition, using himself as an example, Mr. Nakpodia will detail how to sustain a business that 
thrives on community engagement, advancement of people, and passion for change. He will also 
discuss his background and how he founded DreamWeek, a 16-day January summit enhancing  
the voices of tolerance, diversity, and equality. 

 
How to Engage in Heated Conversations Without Getting Burned  
with Patricia M. Porter 
Monday, Sept. 17; 6:30-9:00 p.m.; $20 before Sept. 10, $25 after 
Meaningful conversations on heated topics eliciting different perspectives can be tricky, 
sticky and prickly. Do you know how to maneuver productively in these conversations?  
Or do you run from them for fear of escalating conflict, being misunderstood, or saying 
something you might regret? Participants will have an opportunity to identify their biggest  
challenges and triggers; learn a tool to check assumptions; and practice speaking to be  
understood and listening to understand. 

Join us Sunday, October 14, 2018, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Skyline Room at Trinity University. 
Individual tickets will be sold for $60 each – other levels of support are also available. 

 
As an interfaith and intercultural community, the SoL Center is privileged  

to be part of San Antonio’s Tricentennial and you are invited to join in this celebration! 
 

Our gala will celebrate the diverse communities of the River City  
with a sit-down dinner, a stunning view of the city’s skyline, and music with vibrant and beautiful harmonies 

that remind us of all that we can accomplish when we join and work together. 
 

During the gala, we will also take a look back over the 17 year history of the SoL Center  
to remember some of our favorite courses and instructors. Whether you have attended  

only one course or event or multiple, we would love to hear from you about your favorites! 
 

Limited seating due to Skyline Room capacity. 
See the SoL Center webpage for registration information or call the office at 210-732-9927. 

Tricentennial Gala: 
An Interfaith Multicultural Celebration 
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Please join us for a special joint Sunday School Class on September 30, at 9:45 a.m. in  
CE #4. All adults are welcome! 
 
We hear the phrase, “Pay it forward!” these days in many contexts.  As we attempt to live out  
our faith, it is a concept worth considering often and in many areas of our lives – from our  
everyday actions with others, to our actions in mission to our yearly stewardship commitments,  
and even to our long-term financial planning. That last one in the list – the long-term financial planning -  
is the one most of us probably think of least often!   
 
On September 30, at 9:45 am, the Stewardship & Finance Committee invites you to a combined Sunday School class for all 
adults. Sherry Kenney from the Presbyterian Foundation, will share a wide range of information on planned and legacy  
giving and how it can help support and maintain the church’s mission now and into the future.   
 
Prior to the class, it would be helpful to review UPC’s Planned Giving Program at www.upcsa.org/giving/ which was  recently 
updated and  was approved by the Session on August 22, 2018.  

Special Joint Sunday School Class 

Thanks to all who have kept up with their pledges despite summer travels.  Expenses have been  lower than projected for 
the year so far. Our current surplus is $30, 029, but we anticipate a tight budget in 2018. 
 
We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for a particular 
purpose. The overall balance in the special funds account  is $119,713. Interfaith Welcome Coalition (IWC) is kept  
separately and has a balance of $111,827. IWC helps the many immigrants put into South Texas detention centers and has 
high expenses with the separation of children from parents. The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and has an  
operating budget of $37,175 and separate endowment accounts. The fall course catalog is now published and there will be a 
fundraising gala on October 14.  
 

In addition to operating funds and special 
purpose funds, we also have Endowment 
Funds which  are long term funds that help 
support UPC, The SoL Center, and the 
University Presbyterian Children's Center. 
The current market value of UPC  
Endowments is $561,665 and the book 
value is $404,273. The current market 
value of SoL Endowments is $123,013 and 
the book value is $95,936. Endowments 
are invested and only the earnings or a 
percentage of the current value may be 
used regularly. 
 
The Stewardship & Finance Committee 
recently updated the Planned Giving  
Program which allows you to designate 
gifts to the church in your will or financial 
plan to either general endowment or  
specific projects which you may want to 
support long term.  A special program will 
be held about this on September 30—see 
above article. 

Treasurer’s Report 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

30 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 am 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

1 
Morning (F) 
Artwork Change 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
1-4 pm (3) 
Stone in Stream 
Writers Group 

 
 

2 
8:45-9:45 am (R) 
Pancake Breakfast/CE Kick-Off 
9-10 am (S) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
10-11 am (S) 
Worship Service 
11:30 am-12:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Demo’s 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 
3:30-7 pm (Off-Site) 
Youth Group Dodgeball 

3—Labor Day Holiday 
All Facilities Closed 
 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
AA Group Meeting 

4 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-6:30 pm (2) 
Daisy Troop Meeting 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8 pm (S and CC) 
CC Open House 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 
7-8:30 pm (3) 
Sierra Club Youth Outdoors 

5 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
4:30-6 pm (4) 
Sponsoring Committee Meeting 
5-6:30 pm (S) 
Sanctuary Furniture Move 
6:30-8 pm 
Committee Meetings: CE(5), F&O(R), 
MOJ(3), S&F(A), W&A(4), W&F(1) 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

6 
Sanctuary  Floor 
Scrub & Buff 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
10-11:30 am (A) 
Library Committee 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board) 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

7 
Community Room Floor 
Strip & Wax 
 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

8 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
10-11:30 am (S) 
Sanctuary  
Furniture Reset 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

9 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 am 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:30-1:30 pm (1) 
Youth Council Meeting 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

10 
930-10:15 am (S) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
12-2 pm (R) 
Staff Lunch (Dhawn) 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
AA Group Meeting 

11 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R and 2) 
Fiesta Youth and Parent Meeting 

12 
Payroll Due 
 
1:30-3 pm (3) 
Book Discussion Group 
6:30-8 pm (A) 
Deacons Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: Climate Change 

13 
12-1 pm (A) 
PRO SA Meeting 
12:30-2 pm (Off-Site) 
CC Accreditation Support Group 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: Social Entrepreneurship 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

14 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

15 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
 
TBD (R) 
Anniversary Party 
(Chris B.) 

16 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 am 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:30-1:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Tycoon Flats 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

17 
Early Multitude Deadline 
 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-8 pm (2) 
AA Grapevine Committee Meeting 
630-9 pm (4) 
SoL: Heated Conversations 
7-8 pm (R) 
AA Group Meeting 
 
 

18 
11:30 am-1 pm (3) 
CC Board Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

19 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
3-4:30 pm (4) 
IWC Bus Volunteer Training 
6-8:30 pm (1) 
Early Childhood Training 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
Session Meeting 

20 
Early Payroll Due 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
4-5 pm (4) 
SoL Programming Meeting 
5-6 pm (4) 
SoL Board Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

21 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 
 
 
 
 
Evening (Off-Site) 
Youth Group at JKR Main Event 

22 
All Day (Off-Site) 
Youth Group at 
JKR Main Event 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

23 
Morning (Off-Site) 
Youth Group at JKR Main Event 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:15-9:45 am (R) 
Children’s Choir 
9:45-10:45 am 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

24 
930-10:15 am (S) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-9 pm (Off-Site) 
Women’s Book Group 
7-8 pm (R) 
AA Group Meeting 

25 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

26 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
 
6-8:30 pm (1) 
Early Childhood Training 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

27 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
9-11 am (1) 
IWC Leader Meeting 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
530-10:30 pm (P) 
Valet Parking for Event at Landa 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

28 
Community Room Floor Cleaning 
 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

29 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

N = Narthex 
S = Sanctuary 

R = Comm. Room 

K = Kitchen 
Y = Courtyard 

A = Library 

C = Conf. Room 
O = Pastor Office 
CC = CC  Rooms 

G = Gath. Place 
F = CE Forum 

1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7 

ROOM KEY 
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Sunday, September 2; 8:45-9:45 a.m. 
Annual Pancake Breakfast 
Please arrive at UPC at 8 a.m. to help prepare and serve breakfast. 
 
Sunday, September 2; 3:30-7 p.m. 
Dodgeball at Cross Roach Church for those who have signed up. 
Please arrive at Cross Roach Church (with $10 and permission form) 
at 3:30 p.m. for Dodgeball with other local youth groups. 
 
Sunday, September 9; 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
Breakfast Club and Sunday School begins!  
 
Sunday, September 9; 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Youth Council Meeting 
We will discuss the upcoming fall schedule including curriculum, Main Event at John Knox, lock-in dates, etc. 
 
Friday, September 21 - Sunday, September 23 
Main Event at John Knox 

Youth Group Happenings 

Women’s Book Group 
The September UPC Women’s Book Group meeting will be on Monday evening, September 24 at 6:30 p.m. We will discuss 
Disgrace by J.M.Coetzee (name sound familiar?) Liz Baird will moderate the discussion and Lou Williams will be our  
hostess. All are welcome. Simply bring a salad to share and plan to enjoy yourself! Kindly notify Lou (210-492-9155 or 
ldwilliams78231@gmail.com) if you plan to attend or need directions to her house 

 
Review from GOODREADS: 
Set in post-apartheid South Africa, J. M. Coetzee’s searing novel tells the story of  
David Lurie, a twice divorced, 52-year-old professor of communications and Romantic Poetry 
at Cape Technical University. Lurie believes he has created a comfortable, if somewhat  
passionless, life for himself. He lives within his financial and emotional means. Though his 
position at the university has been reduced, he teaches his classes dutifully; and while age 
has diminished his attractiveness, weekly visits to a prostitute satisfy his sexual needs.  
He considers himself happy. But when Lurie seduces one of his students, he sets in motion  
a chain of events that will shatter his complacency and leave him utterly disgraced. 
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Youth Class – 9:45am-10:45am in the CE Building 
Breakfast Club (CE 2) – The youth gather for food, fellowship, games, and genuine conversation and meaningful activities 
with the full group or smaller groups. We intentionally grow in relationship with God, serve others generously and joyfully, 
and are transformed by the good news of Jesus Christ, by together studying Scripture, praying and singing, learning about 
the history of our own and other faith traditions, and exploring topics relevant to our lives. Todd McGraw class coordinates 
the class and occasionally leads, along with a committed group of UPC adults. 

Fall Christian Education—Youth 

Fall Christian Education—Children 
Children Classes – 9:45am-10:45am in the CE Building 
This year we are offering two classes that will again be using the PC(USA) “Growing in Grace and Gratitude” curriculum. 
Each session of this curriculum is rooted in Bible stories that reveal God’s grace. Children and their leaders will celebrate  
the meaning of this grace in their lives as they encounter and listen for a living God. 
 
Upper Elementary Sunday School Class (CE 7) – “A multiage environment is a wonderful place for children of various 
ages to grow in faith. Differences in the experiences, knowledge, and abilities of the children can be celebrated. It is a joy to 
observe older children as they help their younger friends. They do so with great pride. As we watch older children  
respectfully interact with younger ones, we see their potential unfold. Younger children benefit by modeling actions from their 
older peers.” Led this fall by Andrew Wilson and Jan Ayers. 
 
Preschool and Lower Elementary Sunday School C (CE 6) – “Children this age play and learn by pretending and  
mimicking what the adults around them do. They learn about spiritual matters the same way they learn about other things: 
through relationships with caring people, through their senses, through hands-on experiences, through play, through  
curiosity. While children this age think literally, listening to stories helps spark their young imaginations.” Led in an adapted 
variation employing the methods and spiritual sensitivity of the Way of the Child curriculum this fall by Cindi Catlin, assisted 
by Safira Carpenter. 
 
 
Children’s Choir – 9:15am-9:45am in the Community Room 
UPC Children’s Choir is open to all interested children in grades 1-8. Rehearsals are every Sunday morning in the  
Community Room (or in the Sanctuary on singing Sundays.) Choir members learn about music and scripture as they prepare 
anthems to offer in worship. Come share the love of singing our praises to the glory of God! Directed by Maggie Sorrell. 
 
 
Nursery Care for Infants through Kinder – 8:15am-12:30pm in UPCC Room 1 or 2 
We are blessed to have long-time, weekday Children’s Center teachers and staff to help with child care on Sundays.  
Rose Ann Martinez coordinates this effort with other UPCC teachers. 
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 Fall Christian Education—Adult 
Adult Classes – 9:45am-10:45am in the CE Building or Library 
Bible Study Class (CE 1) – This is a study focused class that delves into the Bible as a personal religious or spiritual  
practice. The class is friendly and open to those with any level of familiarity with the Bible. This group rotates leadership and 
facilitation of the study sessions from among the participants and throughout the year looks to a variety of Bible Study  
resources for fresh and relevant material. As the semester begins, using the Kerygma Study Guide, we will be studying the 
how the book of James and Paul’s letter to the Galatians complement and stand in relation to one another. This study is 
hoped to enrich planned sermons by Dries on the book of James during this same time frame. Coordinated by  
Frank Seaman. 
 
Living Our Faith Class (CE 4) – This class explores a variety of topics with the intent of forming participants into those who 
consistently live out what they learn about. In September, the group will collaboratively generate ideas and areas of study to 
explore together throughout the year. Shared leadership among participants. Coordinated by Sandy Nicholson. 
 
Book Group (CE 3) – The Sunday Book Group has been meeting regularly since the 1970s to read and discuss books that 
explore all aspects of our own and other faith traditions, as well as the intersection of faith and the secular world. Selections 
may include biography, history, theology, personal memoir, social commentary, and more. Members of the group nominate 
and vote on which books to read. The group does have a standing moderator, but individual members take turns leading the 
weekly discussion, usually one or two chapters at a time.  In honor of (now Rev.) David Germer, UPC’s recent Director of 
Christian Education, the Book Group will next read and discuss one of David’s favorite books, “The Genesee Diary: Report 
from a Trappist Monastery” by world-renowned spiritual writer Henri Nouwen. Coordinated by Barry Hubbard. 
 
Families with Young Children Group (Library) – Parents of children of any age are invited to gather in the UPC. Library 
for fellowship and conversation about the struggles and joys of raising children. We ask questions like, “How do children 
develop a faith that becomes their own?” or “What are appropriate ways that children can learn to serve others?”  
Occasionally we engage in a book study. If you have young children and are seeking support, encouragement, ideas, or 
friends, this group is for you! Coordinated by Coco Anderson. 

 The Peace & Global Witness Special Offering will be received September 23rd and 30th. University Presbyterian 
Church (UPC) retains 25% of the collected offering to distribute to ministries that support peace in the community. The 
Stewardship & Finance and Mission Outreach & Justice Committees have chosen the Interfaith Welcome Coalition to 
receive UPC’s 25%. 

 
 The Session has approved an updated Building Use, Safety & Security Policy. The Safety & Security Task Force did an 

outstanding job researching the safety needs for our congregation. The session takes the safety of our church              
community seriously and looks forward to seeing the recommendations being implemented. 

 
 The Session approved an updated planned giving program. The program’s objectives are to: 

1. Provide stewardship education,  
2. Enable members to establish a legacy of generosity through wills, and  
3. Establish policy for the acceptance, investment and management of donated assets. 

Contact the church office is you want information or have questions about the church planned giving program. 

Session Highlights—August Meeting 
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 UPCC Starts it’s 2018-2019 School Year Strong 

2018-2019 UPCC Staff 
Lisa Alcocer, Rose Alvarado, JoAnn Baird, Chris Barbosa, Diana Bobadilla, Cindy Calvo-Garcia, Rachel Cantu,  
Cindi Catlin Gaskins, Terry Cuenca, Christopher DeLeon, Kayla Duncan, Nellie Flores, Caitlin Gallardo, Diane Garcia,  
Elizabeth Hernandez, Lisa Laffin, Carrie Maes, Rose Ann Martinez, Carissa Powell, Elizabeth Reynoso, Phyllis Shaw,  
Lorna Shinkle, Sandy Stout, and Melanie Valdez 
 
Did you know this about the UPCC Staff?  

 27 early childhood professionals and substitute teachers with an average tenure of 14 years at UPCC 
 4 with Bachelor degrees in early childhood education (ECE) and 1 with an MA in ECE 
 2 with Bachelor’s degrees in a related field   
 2 currently attending college towards at BA in ECE and one working on a MA in social work  
 10 with AA degrees in ECE 
 3 with nine semester hours or less to finished their AA in ECE 
 All earn at least 30 hours of ongoing professional development training every year! 

2018-2019 UPCC Board of Directors 
Church Members:  
Jane Fried, chair 
Maureen Nowotny 
Sally Smith 
Molly Roth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parents and Grandparents: 
Dan Fernandez 
Katherine Lackey 
Christina Lechelop 
Carol Lee 
Michael Motta 
Brian O’Gorman 
Crista Reed 
Christy Rosenfeld 
Natalie Tate 
 
 

 
Ex Officio: 
Cindi Catlin-Gaskins, UPCC Director 
Andries Coetzee, UPC Pastor 
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On Sunday, July 29, Dries talked to us about generosity and abundance – both traits that UPC has demonstrated so  
beautifully in our recent school supply drive for Beacon Hill and House of Neighborly Service. Year after year, many of us 
have also shared our personal time and caring with the students at Beacon Hill – students who have experienced very little 
generosity or abundance in their own lives. As the school year begins, we hope that you will consider joining us as a mentor 
at Beacon Hill.  
 
Mentors come in all ages and stages of life (college, work, parenting, retirement, etc.). Your commitment would be to meet 
with your student each week during the school year (some weeks are not available due to testing, etc.) for 45 min.-1 hr. 
Consistency is very important for the students, so it is important to “show up.”  Many of us 
travel, etc. during the year and that is fine as long as you let your student know that you will 
not be there the next week, but you will be back.  
 
We have an orientation at the beginning of the year and many 
experienced mentors and school staff are available to answer 
questions or to give you support. If you feel that you could use 
your time and talents in this ministry, please contact  
Gail Raney, graney@trinity.edu, 210-468-5030. 

Mentor 
Help Students See Themselves as They Could Be 

Forum Artwork 
Lesta Frank is a San Antonio artist whose works include mixed media, mystical realism, and watercolor. She paints 
figuratively, portraits, still life, goddesses, buddhas and pets. Lesta studied at the Cranbrook Academy of Art and 
the Rochester Institute of Technology, and her work is owned widely in corporate and individual collections. Her 
exhibit will be displayed in the CE Forum through October.  
 

Lesta writes this about her work: In these paintings, I let go of  
my plans and goals—I simply  walked up to a canvas and began 
painting. This radical departure from my former approach was 
exciting and scary. It took a lot courage and trust in the process. 
Color and shapes lost their former roles as descriptors of objects 
and took on new life as flow and expressiveness.  
 
The development of my art echoes my spiritual journey. As I  
continued to renew the goodness of life, my muse led me into 
serendipity, and sometimes insightful messages from  
subconscious realms. 
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 Fun at Mo Ranch Church Retreat 
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 International Refugee Night 

ROSENBERG SKY ROOM 
THE UNIVERSITY OF THE INCARNATE WORD 
847 E. HILDEBRAND AVE. • SAN ANTONIO, TX 78212 
 
For ticket reservations or sponsorship information, please contact Amy McDowell at amcdowell2@ccaosa.org 
or visit our website www.ccaosa.org. 

This event is often an important “friendraiser” as much as a “fundraiser” and it gives us an opportunity to be a voice 
for those in need. Not only a voice but also a solution!  It is also an incredible opportunity to share the power of the 
Body of Christ working together to make a difference in our community. 
 
OCTOBER 10, 2018 
THE PEARL STABLE 
SOCIAL HOUR & SILENT AUCTION: 6 P.M. 
DINNER: 7 P.M. 
 
For information about the levels of sponsorship, please feel free to contact 
Dawn White-Fosdick at dwhite@cam-sa.org or  
Sarah Kory at skory@cam-sa.org. 

2018 Feast to Feed Dinner Benefit for CAM 
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We celebrate these birthdays: 
1-Crystal Cox 

2-Alazar Coetzee 
2-Mark Lewis 

3-Barry Bartlett 
3-Glenn Jensen 

3-Don White 
5-Jeanette Clark 

6-David Anderson 
6-Tom McIver 

6-Kelli Weedon 
8-Julian Dupertuis 
8-Ariel Simpson 
10-Keith Kendall 

13-Jamie Thompson 
14-Maggie Giust 

16-Spencer Smith 
17-Anastasia Bernal 

17-Carol Brown 
19-Marc Raney 
20-Bud Eaton 

22-Dave Garber 
23-Cheo Martinez 

23-Louise O'Donnell 
23-Anne Pearson 
26-David Sanders 

28-Rosalinda Maldonado 
29-Cynthia Smith 
30-Brynn Owen 

We celebrate these anniversaries: 
13-Ariel Simpson and Joseph Luedecke 

27-Tracy and Mark Lewis 
30-LeAnne and Richard Galloway 

 
Please note the following days off: 

All Facilities Closed: Sept 3 
Dhawn: Sept. 4 

Anastasia: Sept. 24-Oct. 8 
 

Young Adult Volunteers 
Dakota and Tanner Kohfield look forward to sharing  

with you the experience that you helped to make  
possible! Keep up with them on their blogs:  

https://yohabloelamor.wordpress.com/ (Dakota) and  
https://writeontheborder.wordpress.com/ (Tanner).  

Congregational News 

 
EARLY MULTITUDE DEADLINE 

Please note there will be an early deadline 
for the October Multitude of Monday, Sept. 17 

Smoke Free Campus 
The Session voted to make UPC a Non-Smoking Facility in order to abide by NAEYC Accreditation for Early Learning  
Programs guidelines. The facility, outdoor areas, parking lots, and vehicles used to transport children must be entirely smoke 
free at all times. No smoking, including the use of e-cigarettes or “vaping”, can be permitted in the presence of children, even 
offsite, or anywhere children are located. Smoking is permitted at the street sidewalks only. 



UPC September 2018 — Page 15 

 Gifts and Memorials 
The SoL Center 
Programming Fund 
Patricia Bigelow 
Charles Schmidt 
 
The SoL Center Tricentennial Gala 
Programming Fund 
Judy and Garry Cole 
Janifer Meldrum and Bud Eaton 
Frank Seaman 
Cynthia and Tony Smith 
 in memory of Rev. Kelly Allen 
Mary Earle 
 in honor of Rabbi and Mrs. Sam Stahl  
 and in honor of Mary Martha McNeal 
William B. Johnson 
Charlotte Jensen 
 in honor of Dhawn Martin 
Joyce and Luke McDaniel 
Miriam and Leslie Ellison 
 in memory of Kelly Allen 
Jan and San Williams 
 in honor of Dhawn Martin 
Gene Galgaard 
 in memory of Katherine Hawthorne 
Lynn and Sam Stahl 
Gail and Marc Raney 

 

The Multitude is published monthly for members and 

friends of University Presbyterian Church to highlight the 

people and ministries of the church. Submit articles  

articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org  

by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited. 

 

Staff 

Andries Coetzee                                                   Pastor 

Anastasia Bernal                Administrative Assistant 

Cindi Catlin Gaskins                  Director, Children’s Center 

Todd McGraw            Director, Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Mary Lowder                                  Organist 

Dhawn Martin              Director, SoL Center 

Leroy Sebesta             Music Administrative Assistant 

John Silantien                          Director, Choral Music 

Maggie Sorrell                     Director, Children’s Music 

Frank Villalpando                   Custodian 

 

Session                                       Committee 

Thurman Adkins          Stewardship & Finance 

David Anderson              Stewardship & Finance, Chair 

Carol Brown           Welcome & Fellowship 

Robert Browning                Christian Education 

Keith Kendall        Mission Outreach & Justice, Chair 

Hanna Kuykendall       Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 

Melinda Louden                  Mission Outreach & Justice 

Art Nicholson           Facilities & Operations 

Dennis Richard           Welcome & Fellowship 

Molly Roth           Facilities & Operations 

Sally Smith          Welcome & Fellowship 

Peyton Spriester (Youth Elder)            Christian Education 

Matt Stafford    Christian Education, Chair 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ben Henderson              Facilities & Operations, Chair 

Sandy Nicholson                  Church Treasurer 

Betsy Pasley       Clerk of Session 

Melissa Richard              Welcome & Fellowship, Chair 

Lou Williams                   Personnel, Chair 

Tom Williams             Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 

 

Board of Deacons        Parish 

Ed Bondurant             Alamo Heights Parish 

Margaret Cairnes       Northwood Parish, Vice-Moderator 

Marian Edson      Northeast Parish 

Paula Henderson        Castle Hills North Parish 

Marian Higgins                           Moderator 

Karen Jensen                 College Students, Secretary 

Marlyn Gibbs     Windcrest Parish 

Mary Norris     Northwest Parish 

Robin Raquet            Fredericksburg Parish 

David Sanders     University Parish 

Don Sheldon                Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer 

Nancy Vaughan           Olmos Parish 

September 2 will be the next Loaves and Fishes Sunday.  
Toiletries needed for the House of Neighborly Service’s Food 
Bank are toilet paper, tissues, hand soap, toothpaste and  
toothbrushes. Monetary donations are also welcome. Please 
mark checks or envelopes with “Loaves & Fishes.” 

Loaves and Fishes 
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 Book Notes 
“What book has had the greatest influence in your being the person you are?” I heard this question recently while listening to 
either public radio or public television (I don’t remember which), and I still remember my immediate response: In His Steps 
by Charles M. Sheldon, the pastor of a large church in Topeka, Kansas (my home town). I was first introduced to that novel 
when I was in college (nearly 60 years ago!) but hadn’t thought of it for several years. Evidently its donation to the UPC  
library earlier this summer had sufficiently brought it to the surface of my memory. 
 
First published in 1897, the novel’s message is as relevant now as it was then, 121 years ago. The primary character is  
Rev. Henry Maxwell, the pastor of a prominent church in a midwestern city. The story begins with Rev. Maxwell struggling – 
with several interruptions – to finish his Sunday sermon, based on the text I Peter 2:21, “For hereunto were you called:   
because Christ suffered for you, leaving an example that you should follow his steps.” Those final three words became the 
sermon’s focus. At the end of the service on Sunday, Rev. Maxwell asked for volunteers who would pledge themselves to 
“earnestly and honestly, for an entire year, not to do anything without first asking the question, “What would Jesus do?” – 
and then follow through on his or her personal answer to the question, regardless of what the result might be. Among those 
who responded to his invitation and challenge were an heiress, the newspaper editor, the superintendent of the town’s  
railroad shops, the college president, a merchant, a doctor, and a singer. During the week, each volunteer faced a  
challenging situation prompting a specific action testing that pledge. The following Sunday Rev. Maxwell met again with 
those volunteers, asked, “What does following Jesus mean?” and then listened as they shared their experiences. As it  
unfolds, the novel relates the individual stories of the pastor himself, as well as of the above-mentioned volunteers during the 
year: how their individual lives were changed; how they changed lives of others; how the pastor and town reacted to  
controversy and to negative publicity; etc.  
 
I was first introduced to the novel while a college student in Topeka and then read it myself a few years  
later (still over 50 years ago!). Frankly, I hadn’t given it much conscious thought since. After re-reading it  
a few weeks ago, however, I would answer that question the same. In His Steps by Charles M. Sheldon  
is the book that has had a great influence in my being the person I am. I invite you to send a story of a  
book that  touched you or helped shape your spiritual life to the  library committee  to share with UPC. 
 
— Sarah Harvey 

Join a UPC Dinner Group 
The UPC Dinner Groups are a great way to really get to know a small group of people really well. While we see each other at 
worship, that may not be the best way to truly know the other people who worship with you. The dinner groups provide an 
opportunity to visit with members of the UPC community. The 7-9 member groups change every year to give people a 
chance to interact with more people. Each group will get together for dinner 3 to 5 times during the year and each group  
decides when and where to meet. If you are interested, fill out the form below and get it to the Church Office by October 7th. 
Some people hesitate to sign up because they are busy and might not be able to commit for the entire year. If this is the 
case, we can put you on a list to be invited occasionally. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
UPC Dinner Clubs ~ Deadline: October 7, 2018 

 

Name(s) _________________________________________________________ Phone(s) __________________________ 
 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ Zip ______________ 
 

Email(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____ Yes, I want to be in a Dinner Club that includes children. 
_____ Yes, I am willing to be a group coordinator to make sure the group decides when and where to meet. 
_____ I can’t commit to a club, but would like to be invited occasionally. 
 

Special Needs or Dietary Restrictions: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

I would like to get to know ________________________________________________________better and be in their group. 


