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300 Bushnell Ave • San Antonio, TX 78212-5334 • 210-732-9927 • www.upcsa.org • January 2019 

People and Ministries of University Presbyterian Church 

A Message from Dries 

 

I am grateful having completed my first year of ministry with you. Such anniversaries coupled with the  
beginning of a new year call one to reflect on where we are as a community of faith. In the month to come, we 
will have ample opportunity to take stock, assess our strengths, contemplate our potential for growth and how 
we can continue to grow kin-dom values.  

 
I invite you to the Annual Meeting of the Congregation on Sunday, February 3 from 9:45 to 10:30 a.m. in the 
Community Room with fellowship before and after the meeting. This year, the meeting will take on a different 
format with time to hear reports from all committees, have ample time for discussion, and also have an element 
of visioning woven throughout the conversation. As a congregation, we strive to be welcoming to all people, 
and important in cultivating that intention is to be in conversation with one another and to listen to each other. 

 
Highlights of this month include the Matsiko World Orphan Choir on Sunday, January 13 during the 11 a.m. 
worship service. We are also excited to welcome our new Community Organizer with the San Antonio  
Sponsoring Committee to the pulpit on January 20 during both services. Very appropriately, we will be  
focusing on race relations and the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 
As in the past, we are looking forward to marching as a church in the MLK March. The March that starts at  
10 a.m. at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Academy, is 2.75 miles, travels up Martin Luther King Drive, and ends at 
Pittman Sullivan Park, all on the City’s historic East Side. More details to follow in our weekly email newsletter, 
"In Touch". If you do not receive the “In Touch”, I invite you to contact Anastasia as it provides the most current 
information. 

 
I want us to keep our youth in our prayer this month as they participate in Midwinters @ Mo-Ranch on Friday, 
January 18 through Sunday, January 20. Also, we are beginning this year's Habitat Build on Saturday,  
February 9 with our youth leading the way in volunteerism. If you want to help for this event, please read more 
details in this newsletter. 

 
As we begin a new year, I want to remind you that I take Fridays off; however, I am most usually available for 

emergencies and you can always call me on my cellphone. Since our newsletters, The Multitude and In Touch, 

are posted on the internet, I usually do not include my cellphone number in publications, but you can get it from 

the church office or find it on the back of the bulletin. You are always welcome to contact me directly. 
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 Worship Information 

The Annual Congregational Meeting of University Presbyterian Church  
is called for Sunday, Feb. 3, 2019,  

at 9:45am in the CE Building. 
The purposes of this meeting are to receive the committee reports,  

to review the annual budget, to elect officers,  
and to vote on the Pastor’s Terms of Call. 

Jan. 6—Epiphany Sunday 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
Anthem 

O Morning Star, So Pure, So Bright by Philipp Nicolai 
Adult Choir 

 
Special Note: 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan. 13—Baptism of the Lord 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22  

 
Anthem 

Come to the Water arranged by Anna Laura Page  
Adult Choir 

 
Special Notes: 

8:30 a.m. worship will be a  
Service of Silence and Contemplation. 

11 a.m. worship will include a performance by the 
Matsiko World Orphan Choir. 

Jan. 20—Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services 

Dries Coetzee, leading worship 
Ramón Durán, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

John 2:1-11 
 

Anthem 
I’ve Been ‘Buked arranged by Hall Johnson 

Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan. 27—Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Worship Services 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
Luke 4:14-21 

 
Anthem 

Go Tell John arranged by Lloyd Pfautsch 
Adult Choir 
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A Flurry of Thank Yous 
Thank you so much for your extravagant generosity. As I complete my first year of 
ministry with you, I continue to be amazed by the numerous ways University  
Presbyterian Church practices abundant giving. Beth and I thank you for your  
generous Christmas bonus and are grateful to be among you. Love and Care! 
— Dries Coetzee 

 
Thanks you again for recognizing the hard work of the staff. Particularly during the 
December season with extra rehearsals, hiring instrumentalist, special music, etc.  
I feel doubly rewarded. 
— John Silantien 

 
I want to thank the congregation for my Christmas bonus. I will use it to visit my 
daughters Christmas week in Colorado. Thanks again. 
— Leroy Sebesta  

 
Thank you all for your support of the Children’s Music Ministry! 
— Maggie Sorrell 

 
Thanks so much to the congregation of UPC for the wonderful Christmas bonus.  
It is such a joy to serve as your organist and be part of such a loving faith community. 
— Mary Lowder 

 
The UPC Community shows me year over year how appreciated I am by the generous 
gifts, special thoughts, and abundant giving. 
— Anastasia Bernal 

 
Multitudes of thankfulness for the generous holiday gift from such dear ones at UPC. 
Every year I am amazed at your generosity.  All throughout the year I am  
continually reminded how blessed I am to work alongside my colleagues on the UPC 
staff and within an incredibly supportive congregation. What an honor it is to journey in 
faith and awe with the children, families and the entire UPC congregation! 
Deepest thanks, 
— Cindi Catlin Gaskins 

 
Thank you very much for the Christmas Bonus. It is greatly appreciated. 
— Frank Villalpando 

 
Dear UPC friends and family, thank you for your generosity! Thanks seems such a 
small word to express my deep gratitude for you all and for the vibrant ministries of 
this place. It is a privilege and blessing to be part of this community. I look forward to 
2019, to furthering the work of justice, hope, and peace with everyone here. 
—Dhawn Martin 

 
Wanted to say thank you so much for the Christmas Bonus. I am beyond blessed to 
be apart of such a welcoming, embracing, and loving church community!  
— Todd McGraw 
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The SoL Center 
(Source of Light) 

at University 
Presbyterian Church 

is an interfaith 
education center 

for adults who 
seek to explore 

the full dimensions 
of religious faith 

in the 21st century. 
 
 

Teachers and scholars 
create an open and 

respectful environment 
to encourage discussion 

and active learning. 
 
 

The SoL Center 
invites persons of all 

religious backgrounds 
in San Antonio 
to participate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dhawn Martin, 
Director 

The SoL Center 
300 Bushnell Ave 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
210-732-9927 

solcenter@upcsa.org 
upcsa.org/about-sol/ 

January Classes 
Dream Week 2019: The Status and Role of News Media in a Polarizing World 
Moderated by Elaine Ayala 
Panelists Kym Fox, Bernice Kearney, Charlotte-Anne Lucas,  
Denise Barkis Richter, Ph.D., and Francisco Vara-Orta 
Wednesday, Jan. 23; 6-8 p.m.; Free; Register By: Jan. 16 
At a time when reputable mainstream news outlets, such as The New York Times and 
CNN, are routinely condemned for reporting “fake” news, and when reporters are even 
physically threatened, how are local news reporters and editors navigating this political 
polarization? What is the media environment in San Antonio? Has disregard for the  
journalism profession reached San Antonio, impacting its reporters as well as readers,  
listeners, and viewers? How has this environment shaped the gathering of news and its 
presentation via social media venues? Has readership and viewership dwindled because 
people seek “echo chambers,” where they find their own “news” or create their own news? 
We will explore what factors play into media divides, such as: the impact of social media 
and technology, the media being a largely for profit venture, and readers’ inability to tell fact 
from fake news, or fact from opinion. More importantly, together we will seek to identify 
steps to improve the dialogue. 
 
Meditation Mondays: Centering the Week with Dhawn B. Martin  
2nd and 4th Mondays, Jan. 28, Feb. 11, Feb. 25,  Mar. 11, Mar. 25, Apr. 8; 8-9 a.m. 
$5 per session; $25 for all six; register by Jan. 21 
Whether you’ve never meditated or are a transcendental sage, join us for communal  
meditations. Together we will breathe in new possibilities for how we shape our days,  
setting intentions that nurture peace, generosity, and compassion. We will open the hour 
with centering prayer and wisdom literatures from diverse traditions, and then move into 
the contemplative. Stop by for part of the time or the entire hour; all are welcome! 

SOL CENTER GREEN ‘19 
A Year to Further Sustainability  
in collaboration with the William R. Sinkin Eco Centro 
Join the SoL Center and the Sinkin Eco Centro in this year of mindful practices that  
celebrate the beauty of our world and the amazing transformations that can occur  
when we work together. We hope you will participate in this new venture! 
 
Green New Year: An Eco Inventory – Wednesday, Jan. 16; 7-9 p.m.; Free 
Location: The SoL Center at University Presbyterian Church 
We will celebrate things we are already doing well and discover practical, everyday  
strategies to green our routines even more. 
 
Film Screening of Renewal – Wednesday, Jan. 30; 6-8 p.m.; Free 
Location: Sinkin Eco Centro (1802 N. Main Ave, 78212) 
Join us for a viewing of Renewal, the “first feature-length documentary film to capture the 
vitality and diversity of today's religious-environmental activists. From within their Christian, 
Jewish, Buddhist and Muslim traditions, Americans are becoming caretakers of the 
Earth.” (http://www.renewalproject.net/film) This presentation is in partnership with the 

Headwaters at Incarnate Word. 

Green ‘19 Events 
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Guest Choir to Perform on Jan. 13 
We are delighted to welcome on Sunday, Jan. 13, 
during the 11 a.m. worship service, the Matsiko 
World Orphan Choir.  
 
Using the Ugandan word for “hope”, the name 
“Matsiko” embodies both the children  and the songs 
that they sing. The choir children on this team come 
from Liberia, W. Africa, Peru, Nepal, and India. They 
have performed in many churches, festivals and  
special community events across the US. 
  
The choir’s mission is to make known the plight of 
the many orphaned children around the world. 
Through the sharing of their culture, music, pain, and 
joy, the choir performances strive to provide a  
complete picture of the challenges these children 
face each day. 

Thanks to all who have kept up with their 2018 pledges. Expenses have continued to be lower than projected 
for the year so far, but we anticipate some higher expenses this quarter. Our current surplus is $24,628. 
 
We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated for 
a particular purpose. The overall balance in the special funds account  is $95,077. Interfaith Welcome Coalition 
(IWC) is kept separately and has a balance of $197,452. IWC helps the many immigrants put into South Texas 
detention centers and has high expenses with the separation of children from parents. The SoL Center offers 
interfaith adult education and has an operating budget of $37,175 and separate endowment accounts. The 
stock market has had a very bumpy ride lately and many investments were up a bit at the end of November.  
 
In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, we also have Endowment Funds which  are long 
term funds that help support UPC, The SoL Center, and the University Presbyterian Children's Center. The 
current market value of UPC Endowments is $551,120 and the book value is $404,273. The current market  

value of SoL Endowments is $120,092 
and the book value is $95,936.  
Endowments are invested and only 
the earnings or a percentage of the 
current value may be used regularly. 
 
We are in the process of finalizing our 
budget for 2019 and have lots of great 
ideas for what our congregation would 
like to do next year,. Budget  
information will be available at the 
Annual Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, Feb. 3. It’s never too late to 
turn in a pledge either via card or  
electronically. 
 
—Sandy Nicholson 

Treasurer’s Report 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1—NEW YEAR’S DAY 
All Facilities Closed 
 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 

2 
CC Closed—Teacher Workday 
 
12-1:30 pm (R) 
CC Staff Lunch Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

3 
9-11 am (1) 
IWC Leader Meeting 
9:30-11:30 am (C) 
CC Motor Skills 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board) 

4 
10 am-3 pm (Off-Site) 
Staff Retreat 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

5 
Morning (F) 
Artwork Change 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group 
Meeting 
7-8 pm (4) 
AA Group Meeting 

 

6 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:45-10:45 pm 
Sunday School 
10-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (C) 
Coffee Fellowship 
12:30-1:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Tomatillos 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

7 
9:30-10:15 am (S) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (1) 
Fiesta Youth Board Meeting 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women 

8 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R and 2) 
Fiesta Youth and Parent Meeting 
7-9 pm (3) 
Sierra Club Youth Outdoors 

9 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
1-2:30 pm (1) 
SoL Grant Meeting 
1:30-3 pm (3) 
Book Discussion Group 
6:30-8 pm 
Committee Meetings: CE(5), F&O(C), 
MOJ(3), S&F(A), W&A(4), W&F(1) 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

10 
9:30-11:30 am (C) 
CC Motor Skills 
10 am-12 pm (A) 
Library Committee 
12-1 pm (A) 
Pro SA Meeting 
12:30-2 pm (3) 
CC Accreditation Support Group 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

11 
5-6 pm (R) 
Matsiko Choir Meeting 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

12 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
10 am-2 pm (R) 
Matsiko Choir 
Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group 
Meeting 
7-8 pm (4) 
AA Speaker Meeting 

13 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:30-10:30 am (A) 
Newcomers Class 
9:45-10:45 pm 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (C) 
Coffee Fellowship 
2-4 pm (S and R) 
Hospice Memorial Service and 
Reception 
2-4 pm (A) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

14 
Payroll Due 
 
1:-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women 

15 
11:30 am-1:30 pm (3) 
CC Board Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 
7-9 pm (4) 
SoL: Cinderella (Make-Up Class) 

16 
Organ Tuning 
 
6:30-8 pm (1) 
Deacons Meeting 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
Session Meeting 
7-9 pm (R) 
SoL: Green New Year 

17 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
4-5 pm (4) 
SoL Programming Committee 
5-6 pm (4) 
SoL Board Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

18 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 
Evening (Off-Site) 
Youth Group at Mo Ranch Midwinter 

19 
All Day 
(Off-Site) 
Youth Group at  
Mo Ranch 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
11 am-1 pm (4) 
CC Texas Preschool 
Nature Association 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group 
Meeting 

20 
Morning (Off-Site) 
Youth Group at Mo Ranch 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:30-10:30 am (A) 
Newcomers Class 
9:45-10:45 pm 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (C) 
Coffee Fellowship 
12:30-1:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Hearthstone 
2-4 pm (S) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

21—MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 
All Facilities Closed 
 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women 

22 
Multitude Deadline 
 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

23 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
6-8 pm (S) 
SoL: Dreamweek Event 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

24 
9-11 am (1) 
IWC Leader Meeting 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
12-1:30 pm (P) 
Event at the Holt Center 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

25 
Community Room Floor Cleaning 
 
6-8 pm (Off-Site) 
Women’s Fellowship 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Jewish Voice for Peace Event 
8-9 pm (A) 
AA Group Meeting 

26 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6-10 PM (4 and F) 
AA Group 
Anniversary Dinner 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group 
Meeting 

27 
8:30-9:15 am (S) 
First Worship Service 
9:15-9:45 am (F) 
Coffee Fellowship 
9:30-10:30 am (A) 
Newcomers Class 
9:45-10:45 pm 
Sunday School 
10:40-11 am (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
11 am-12 pm (S) 
Second Worship Service 
12:15-12:45 pm (C) 
Coffee Fellowship 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

28 
8-9 am (S) 
Meditation Mondays 
9:30-10:15 am (S) 
CC Spiritual Enrichment 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-8 pm (2) 
AA Grapevine Meeting 
6:30-8:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Women’s Book Group 
7-8 pm (R and S) 
AA Group Meetings-Men and Women 
 
 
 

29 
Payroll Due 
 
9-11 am (S) 
CC Joe McDermott Concert 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

30 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
6-8 pm (Off-Site) 
Film Screening of Renewal 
7-8 pm (R) 
Recovery Group Meeting 

31 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7:30-9 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 

  

 

ROOM KEY 

N = Narthex 

S = Sanctuary 

R = Comm. Room 

K = Kitchen 

Y = Courtyard 

A = Library 

C = Conf. Room 

O = Pastor Office 

CC = CC  Rooms 

G = Gath. Place 

F = CE Forum 

1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7 
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Youth Group 

Women’s Book Group 
UPC WOMEN'S BOOK GROUP will meet on Monday evening January 28th 2019 at the home of Liz Baird at 
6:30PM. Sonia Hart-Simon will moderate the book LaRose by Louise Erdrich. Everyone's invited. Simply bring 
a salad to share and prepare for a lively discussion. Please let Sonia know if you are planning to attend.  
 
Here is a Review: 
In this literary masterwork, Louise Erdrich, the bestselling author of the National Book Award-winning The Round 
House and the Pulitzer Prize nominee The Plague of Doves wields her breathtaking narrative magic in an  
emotionally haunting contemporary tale of a tragic accident, a demand for justice, and a profound act of atonement 
with ancient roots in Native American culture. 
 

North Dakota, late summer, 1999. Landreaux Iron stalks a deer along the edge of the property bordering his own. 
He shoots with easy confidence—but when the buck springs away, Landreaux realizes he’s hit something else, a 
blur he saw as he squeezed the trigger. When he staggers closer, he realizes he has killed his neighbor’s five-year-
old son, Dusty Ravich. 
 

The youngest child of his friend and neighbor, Peter Ravich, Dusty was best friends with Landreaux’s five-year-old 
son, LaRose. The two families have always been close, sharing food, clothing, and rides into town; their children 
played together despite going to different schools; and Landreaux’s wife, Emmaline, is half-sister to Dusty’s mother, 
Nola. Horrified at what he’s done, the recovered alcoholic turns to an Ojibwe tribe tradition—the sweat lodge—for 

guidance, and finds a way forward. Following an ancient means of retribution, he and 
Emmaline will give LaRose to the grieving Peter and Nola. “Our son will be your son 
now,” they tell them. 
 

LaRose is quickly absorbed into his new family. Plagued by thoughts of suicide, Nola 
dotes on him, keeping her darkness at bay. His fierce, rebellious new “sister,”  
Maggie, welcomes him as a coconspirator who can ease her volatile mother’s  
terrifying moods. Gradually he’s allowed shared visits with his birth family, whose 
sorrow mirrors the  
Raviches’ own. As the years pass, LaRose becomes the linchpin linking the Irons and 
the Raviches, and eventually their mutual pain begins to heal. But when a vengeful 
man with a long-standing grudge against Landreaux begins raising trouble, hurling  
accusations of a cover-up the day Dusty died, he threatens the tenuous peace that 
has kept these two fragile families whole. 
 

Inspiring and affecting, LaRose is a powerful exploration of loss, justice, and the  
reparation of the human heart, and an unforgettable, dazzling tour de force from one 
of America’s most distinguished literary masters. 

Breakfast Club and Sunday School  
Sundays, 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
We continue to meet each week for a snack and  
fellowship. Our lessons will be taken from the 
Living in Christ curriculum.  
 

This Month’s Youth Group Activities 
Midwinter Youth Conference at Mo-Ranch: 
Friday, Jan. 18-Sunday, Jan. 20 
 

Future Youth Group Activities 
Habitat for Humanity Service Day: Saturday, Feb. 9 
Lock-In: Friday, March 1 - Saturday, March 2 
Lock-In: Friday, May 3 - Saturday, May 4 
Youth Sunday / Senior Recognition: Sunday, May 19 
Reach Beyond Mission Trip: Sunday, June 16 - Friday, June 21 
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 A New Home for a Hard-Working Family 
On Saturday, Feb. 9, the walls for a new home will go up. UPC, in cooperation with 
about 16 local Presbyterian churches, will start to construct a new house. This  
house will quickly become a HOME for a family which has been working many 
months to qualify to purchase a Habitat for Humanity home. The dates of  
construction are Saturdays, Feb. 9 through April 13. Workers of all ages are needed 
for each of these days, ESPECIALLY on Feb. 9 and April 13. Sign-up sheets will be 
in the narthex during January. In addition, UPC is furnishing lunch on Feb. 9.  
 
Contact persons for more information are:  Andrew Wilson, Sarah Harvey, Joseph 
Luedecke, and Leslie Ellison. 

Visit the Forum to see works by UPC’s Delores O’Neill Capstraw depicting 300 years of Spanish missions 
in Texas and California. These watercolor paintings and reproductions of originals are by our very own 
UPC member, Delores Capstraw. The exhibit will be up through March and an artist reception will be  
announced soon. 

 
Three hundred years ago, Spain established a mission in  
San Antonio and later moved four other Texas missions here. 
Fifty years later Spain established its first mission in California.  
The missions influenced agriculture, education, religion, siting of 
future cities, architecture, and much more.  We appreciate the 
efforts of all who helped preserve the missions and their stories. 
 
 
Delores O’Neill Meldrum, the brush name for Delores Capstraw, 
is a native of Sacramento, California. Delores taught art in  
California, Michigan, South Carolina, and Georgia where she 
served as Professor of Art at the Albany 
Junior College, now Darton College.  She 
has visited, photographed, and painted the 
five Texas missions and all 21 California 
missions over several years.   

Paintings of Spanish Missions 

Join us on Feb. 2, 2019 from 7:00pm to 10:30pm at Quihi Dance Hall.  
This annual dance and silent auction is a major fundraiser for  
Inner City Development, a time of fellowship and connection,  
and a tradition since 1981. Y’all come!  
 
Contact Tamara Apgar to donate to the silent auction. 

It’s Quihi Time, Y’all! 
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Dear UPCC and UPC Community,  
 
Rose Ann and Elizabeth went out of their way to make their classroom inclusive when they put up Chanukah 
lights and decorations for the first day of Chanukah earlier this month. Trudie was so excited and very proud to 
tell Zelda, Dave, and me about it. She pointed out the lights to me at pick-up time on most days. Growing up in 
New York City, it was much easier to practice Jewish traditions simply because of the community there; it has 
proven harder to pass on to our children the Jewish traditions I grew up with here in our San Antonio  
community. Small things like what Rose Ann and Elizabeth did help our girls know that their heritage is  
important too. It makes my heart feel warm. 
 
This week, Dave and I unwrapped the holiday present that Trudie made at school, and we saw the beautifully 
decorated picture frame and photo that the teachers had helped Trudie create. I was literally crying with joy and 
warmth and gratitude and love. Right afterward, Dave and I got to talking about all the trouble we've been  
having with money and various bills and student loan payments and housing costs. We've been using a  
dorm-sized mini-fridge for weeks since our regular fridge has broken (again). We still have yet to pay the tree 
guys who saved our roof from wind storms (again). We can't wait to the next paycheck come in. Like for so 
many families, it just never seems to get easier.... 
 

But in the same breath, Dave and I both said how worthwhile,  
meaningful, special, incredible, and priceless our girls' experiences 
have been at UPCC. We have made sacrifices so that we can  
continue to send our kids to UPCC. When we enrolled Zelda as a baby 
in 2013, we had no idea just how lucky and fortunate we would be to 
have our children grow up with your staff, Cindi. We could not be part 
of the UPCC community without the Board and the church donors and 
other donations that go toward our scholarships year after year. It just  
wouldn't be possible for us. UPCC has truly been our family's home-
base, the place where all of us feel  welcomed and safe and  
understood and ready to learn and play.  
 
Cindi, your leadership means more to us than you can know. From 
Room 1 all the way up through the upstairs classrooms, the teachers 
at UPCC are the people who have helped us raise Zelda Ruth and 
Gertrude Holiday. Our parents and siblings live far away, and so 
UPCC has become our family. For that we thank all the teachers as 
well as the donors who we don't even know. 
 
With Love,  
Alex, Dave, Zelda, and Trudie Gallin-Parisi 

Children’s Center Scholarship Thank You 

 

UPCC Registration 
Registration for the  

2019-2020 school year 
and 2019 summer sessions 

is underway for current families  
and church members. 

Contact Cindi Catlin-Gaskins  
at childrenscenter@upcsa.org  

or 210-734-3035  
for more information. 

Women’s Retreat Fellowship 
In lieu of a Women’s Retreat, we are gathering for a Women and Women-Identified Fellowship Time.  
On Friday, January 25, join us at Zinc Bistro & Bar for a time of fellowship, munchies, and beverages. This will 
be a time to celebrate our community and to reflect on the future of things, like the women’s retreat. We are  
reserving space at Zinc, but please let the church office know as soon as possible if you plan to attend, so we 
can secure a spacious area for our group. Zinc is located at 207 N. Presa St., 78205. 
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We celebrate these birthdays: 

2-Arlene Aguilar 
3-David Williams 

5-Abel Garcia 
6-Miriam Ellison 
6-Bryan Grubbs 
6-Howard Hovde 

7-Cynthia Lyle 
8-Betty Fritz 

9-Dave Gaskins 
11-Bob Harris 

11-Frank Seaman 
13-Paula Henderson 

15-Francisco Mar 
16-Lois Heger 

16-Amy Lambiase 
18-Marlo Anderson 
18-Victoria Beaver 
18-Lorna Shinkle 
20-Dries Coetzee 

20-Sophia Lambiase 
20-Miriam Martinez 
22-Shawn Curbow 
22-Andrew Wilson 

23-Katherine Martin-Owen 
24-Barbara Kenneady 

25-Andrea Anthony 
26-Emlyn Harris 

30-Marian Higgins 
31-Audrey Nicholson 

We celebrate these anniversaries: 
1-Molly Roth and Alfredo Villareal 
6-Barbara and Arjay Kenneady 

8-Bonnie and Bill Simons 
15-Carolyn and Don White 

22-Safira and Christian Carpenter 
28-Lenna and Ed Baxter 

 
Please note the following 

staff vacation, staff leave or closing days: 
Children’s Center Closed: Jan. 2 

All Facilities Closed: Jan. 21 
 

Loaves & Fishes Sunday 
Jan. 6 is Loaves & Fishes Sunday. Toiletries needed 
for the House of Neighborly Service’s Food Bank are 

toilet paper, tissues, hand soap, toothpaste and  
toothbrushes. Monetary donations are also welcome. 

Please mark checks or envelopes with  
“Loaves & Fishes.”  

 
Young Adult Volunteers 

Dakota and Tanner Kohfield look forward to sharing 
the experience that you helped to make  possible! 

Keep up with them on their blogs:  
https://yohabloelamor.wordpress.com/ (Dakota)  

https://writeontheborder.wordpress.com/ (Tanner)  
 

December Session Meeting Highlights 
* Heard a report by Treasurer Sandy Nicholson 

and approved the budget for 2019. 
 

* Approved a motion from the  
Mission Outreach and Justice Committee  

to have forums on becoming  
a reproductive justice congregation 

in the first quarter of 2019. 
 

* Elected Art Nicholson as co-clerk of the Session.   

Congregational News 

Dear UPC: 
 
We want to thank you so much for your generosity in helping us restore our home and lives after the flood 
we suffered in September. Your support helped us both practically and emotionally during a really difficult 
time. 
 
Lots of love from us all, 
Abel, Melodie, Julian, Helena, and Saul 
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Gifts and Memorials 
UPC Deacons Fund in honor of Don Drummond 
Steve Drummond 
 

UPC Cluster Habitat Fund in honor of Sarah Harvey 
Carol Brown 
 

UPC Sue Adkins Choral Music Fund 
Rose Ranson 
Thurman Adkins 
 

UPC Music Fund in memory of Sylvia Sebesta 
and in honor of John Silantien 
Gary Simmons and Lib McGregor Simmons 
 

UPC Operating Fund in memory of Kelly Allen and  
in honor of Anastasia Bernal and Andries Coetzee 
Gary Simmons and Lib McGregor Simmons 
 

UPCC Scholarship Fund 
in memory of Melanie Rush Davis 
Carol Brown 
Margaret Clyde 
Barry Hubbard 
Gary and Connie Martin 
Heather Ronk 
Keri Kinsey 
Gail Raney 
Jim and Tricia Medlock 
Lorna Shinkle 
Cindi and Dave Gaskins 
Lou and David Williams 
Rodney and Thyra Welsh 
Larry and Marian Higgins 
Jerry Holt and Mary Sawyer 
C.D. and B.H. Whitehead 
Marcia Ellison 
Carlotte Jensen 
Logan Blanco 
Joseph Casseb 
Ralph and Mary Ann Howell 
Janifer Meldrum and Bud Eaton 
 

UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund 
in honor of Ruth Ann McIver 
Tal and Meredith McIver and Sarah McIver 
 

UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund 
in memory of Robert LePere 
Linda Ireland 
 

SoL Center Programming Fund 
Lisa Campbell 
 

SoL Center Programming Fund 
in memory of Ken Neuenschwander  and Joe Owen 
Gary Simmons and Lib McGregor Simmons 
 

SoL Center Guy Ranson Endowment Fund 
Rose Ranson 

 

The Multitude is published monthly for members and 

friends of University Presbyterian Church to highlight the 

people and ministries of the church. Submit articles  

articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org  

by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited. 
 

Staff 

Andries Coetzee                                                   Pastor 

Anastasia Bernal                Administrative Assistant 

Allan Catlin        Facility & Event Steward 

Cindi Catlin Gaskins                  Director, Children’s Center 

Todd McGraw            Director, Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Mary Lowder                                  Organist 

Dhawn Martin              Director, SoL Center 

Leroy Sebesta             Music Administrative Assistant 

John Silantien                          Director, Choral Music 

Maggie Sorrell                     Director, Children’s Music 

Frank Villalpando                   Custodian 
 

Session                                       Committee 

Thurman Adkins          Stewardship & Finance 

David Anderson              Stewardship & Finance, Chair 

Carol Brown           Welcome & Fellowship 

Robert Browning                Christian Education 

Keith Kendall        Mission Outreach & Justice, Chair 

Hanna Kuykendall       Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 

Melinda Louden                  Mission Outreach & Justice 

Art Nicholson                            Facilities & Operations and 

                Co-Clerk of Session 

Dennis Richard           Welcome & Fellowship 

Molly Roth           Facilities & Operations 

Sally Smith          Welcome & Fellowship 

Peyton Spriester (Youth Elder)            Christian Education 

Matt Stafford    Christian Education, Chair 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ben Henderson              Facilities & Operations, Chair 

Sandy Nicholson                  Church Treasurer 

Betsy Pasley       Clerk of Session 

Melissa Richard              Welcome & Fellowship, Chair 

Lou Williams                   Personnel, Chair 

Tom Williams             Worship & Arts, Co-Chair 
 

Board of Deacons        Parish 

Ed Bondurant             Alamo Heights Parish 

Margaret Cairnes       Northwood Parish, Vice-Moderator 

Marian Edson      Northeast Parish 

Paula Henderson        Castle Hills North Parish 

Marian Higgins                           Moderator 

Karen Jensen                 College Students, Secretary 

Marlyn Gibbs     Windcrest Parish 

Mary Norris     Northwest Parish 

Robin Raquet            Fredericksburg Parish 

David Sanders     University Parish 

Don Sheldon                Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer 

Nancy Vaughan           Olmos Parish 
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A Special Gift to the UP Library  
A special gift to the UPC Library was given from the Ismaili JamatKhana of San Antonio. Spirit & Life:  
Masterpieces of Islamic Art from the Aga Khan Museum Collection is a paperback catalog that is now available 
in the library to check out. 
 
Spirit & Life is the title of a catalog for an exhibit seen in Parma, Italy and London in 2007, of 170 objects of 
Islamic art spanning a thousand years. These pieces are now in the Aga Khan Museum that opened in Toronto 
in 2010. The Aga Khan is the forty-ninth hereditary Imam of the Shia Ismaili Muslim community, a community 
spread throughout the world. 
 
The Aga Khan writes in the foreward, “Many questions are currently being raised in the West about the Muslim 
world, with countless misconceptions and misunderstandings occurring between our contemporary societies,   
I thus hope that this exhibition will hold a special significance at a time which calls for enlightened encounters 
amongst faiths and cultures.” 
 
The catalog is a magnificent way to learn about Islamic history and culture. The exhibit is beautifully introduced 
by Sheila Canby, Curator of Islamic Collections, British Museum of London. Each item in the catalog is  
described and dated. Part one, 'The Word of God,'  deals primarily with the sacred, the changing calligraphy 
styles of Koran manuscripts over time, as well as paintings and small objects. Part two, 'The Power of the  
Sovereign,' covers the great historical courts: The Fatimids, the Ottomans, the Safavids, the Qajars, and the 
Mughals. In the final section, 'The Path of Princes,' the reader learns about education and learning, music,  
riding and hunting, patronage of the arts and power and kingship that can be part of a prince's rise to power. 
  
The introductory material gives details of the extensive charitable, developmental, and cultural projects of the 
Aga Khan Trust and networks in many countries. Concise and easy to follow essays give historical context, 
historical origins of Shia Islam and its division, and Ismaili history. A foldout map in the front of the catalog 
shows the breadth of the Islamic world and identifies where some of the objects originated. The English version 
of the catalog was designed and printed in the United Kingdom. 

Newcomers and Inquiry Class 
The Welcome & Fellowship Committee will host a Newcomers Class on Sundays, Jan. 13, 20, and 27,  
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. in the Library.  
 
If you are a new member, 
someone considering  
membership, or someone  
wanting to become a more  
informed participant in the UPC 
community, this is the class for 
you! Attendance in no way  
obligates you to become a 
member. Pastor Dries will lead 
discussions and reflections  
designed to inform participants 
about the practices, beliefs and 
mission of UPC. Childcare will 
be provided.  


