
 

UPC August 2018—Page 1 

Multitude 
300 Bushnell Ave • San Antonio, TX 78212-5334 • 210-732-9927 • www.upcsa.org • August 2018 
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We are pleased to introduce you to Todd MacGraw, our new Director of Children’s and Youth  
Ministries (DCYM.) Todd will graduate with a Master of Divinity from Brite Divinity School  
at Texas Christian University, Fort Worth, in December of this year.  
 
He worked as a youth pastor for Trinity UMC in Denton and an interim youth pastor  
for Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas. Before seminary, he served at  
Basilica of the Sacred Heart as a Jail Chaplain. He also has experience as a  
Senior Analyst with Duff & Phelps, LLC before changing career paths into ministry.  
He is a contributor to a book published last year, Rainbow in the Word:  
LGBTQ Christians’ Biblical Memoirs. 
  
Todd is a graduate of the University of Georgia where he was a member of the 
UGA Swimming Team. He is passionate about guiding youth and children, building  
their self-confidence, and encouraging them to explore their faith. He has a heart for  
youth/children ministry and building relationships in faith. He looks forward to working  
with youth/children, outreaching to LGBTQIA+ individuals, and empowering them to reach their full God given potential.  
 
Ever since he can remember, Todd has always loved working with youth and children. Todd says he has a "passion for  
pouring into the next generation and making the world a better place."  In working with our young people, it is important to 
him to convey God's unconditional love. We are also excited to welcome Todd to our staff, as he will help us to further  
cultivate our "Welcome Statement" and help us grow in authenticity as "we welcome into full participation people of every ... 
sexual orientation, and gender identity and expression."  Todd resonated with the ministry of UPC, wanting to work for a 
church with a strong LGBTQIA+ presence in its community. In his application letter, Todd wrote: "being openly gay, I aspire 
to work for a church that is inclusive to all of God's children. God made God's children a plethora of different shapes, colors, 
sizes, orientations, identities, abilities, etc. I yearn to work for a church which reflects God's creation and diversity." 
 
Todd will begin working at UPC the weekend of the Mo-Ranch Retreat, August 24 - 26. We are looking forward to introducing 
him to you and for us to spend time together in the inspiring setting located in the heart of the beautiful Hill Country in Hunt, 
Texas.  

Introducing our New DCYM, Todd McGraw 

Our 2018-2018 School Year Kick-off is Sunday, September 2. We invite everyone of 
all ages to join us for a Pancake Breakfast served by our Youth Group and their  
wonderful dads (and some moms) in the  Community Room from 8:45-9:45 a.m.  
 
During this time frame,  we will give an introduction to the Christian Education  
opportunities for the upcoming year and kids will be invited to see their classroom  
and meet their teachers. 

Pancake Breakfast to Kick-Off Christian Education Year 
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Sunday, Aug. 5—18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dries Coetzee, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

John 6:24-35 
 

Service Music 
Bread from Heaven by Ruth Elaine Schram 

Adult Choir 
 

Special Note: 
We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

 
 
 

Sunday, Aug. 12—19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Dhawn Martin, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

Psalm 130 
 

Service Music 
Helen Silantien 

 
 
 

Sunday, Aug. 19—20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
San Williams, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

John 6:51-58 
 

Service Music 
TBA 

Sunday, Aug. 26—21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Frank Seaman, leading  worship 

 
Hymn Sing  

 
Service Music 

With a Voice of Singing by Martin Shaw 
Adult Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, Sept. 2—22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Dries Coetzee, preaching 
 

Scripture Reading 
James 1:17-27 

 
Service Music 

TBA 
Adult Choir 

Worship Information 

Summer Sunday Schedule 
We will have one worship service at 10 a.m. through Sunday, September 2. 

All regular Sunday School Classes and Children’s Choir will return September 9. 

Summer Choir 
Through September 2, the UPC Adult Choir will rehearse on Sundays, 9 a.m., before the 10 a.m. service.  
This would be a great time to sing with the choir, particularly for those of you who can’t make Thursday  
evening rehearsals. The choir will be on vacation August 12, 19. Otherwise, just let John Silantien or  
Leroy Sebesta know you’re coming, and they’ll have some music ready for you. No audition, all levels of  
experience welcome. C’mon, try it out! 
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A Message from Dries 
Please see the front cover as I am pleased to announce Todd MacGraw as our new Director of Children’s 
and Youth Ministries. He brings to UPC a strong background in working with youth and children as he has 
served in ministry for the past 3 years.  
 
For the next two and a half weeks, starting Monday, August 6, Beth and I will be in South Africa visiting my 
siblings and celebrating my dad's 80th birthday. My last visit to South Africa was in January 2017 and 
Beth’s in 2016. As the youngest of four kids, I am looking forward to seeing my siblings and their families 
again. I will be back in the office on Wednesday, August 22nd. For pastoral care concerns during my  
vacation, I encourage you to phone Anastasia at the church office. 
 
I want to thank all of you for your patience 
these past months while we were short a 
staff member and were fully engaged in 
the search for Todd. I am also thankful for 
all who worked hard during the summer in 
committing their time to reading resumes 
and conducting interviews. Our diligence 
has paid off and we look forward to  
welcoming Todd to the ministry of UPC. 
 
With gratitude, 
Dries 

Congregational Meeting 
The Session of UPC has called a Congregational Meeting 

for Sunday, Aug. 5, at 10:00am in the Sanctuary 
to elect a Deacon to fill an unexpired term in the Class of 2020.  

On Sunday, July 29, Dries talked to us about generosity and abundance – both traits that UPC has  
demonstrated so beautifully in our recent school supply drive for Beacon Hill and House of Neighborly  
Service. Year after year, many of us have also shared our personal time and caring with the students at  
Beacon Hill – students who have experienced very little generosity or abundance in their own lives. As the 
school year begins, we hope that you will consider joining us as a mentor at Beacon Hill.  
 
Mentors come in all ages and stages of life (college, work, parenting, retirement, etc.). Your commitment 
would be to meet with your student each week during the school year (some weeks are not available due to 
testing, etc.) for 45 min.-1 hr. Consistency is very important for the students, so it is important to “show up.”  
Many of us travel, etc. during the year and that is fine as long as you let your student know that you will not 
be there the next week, but you will be back.   
 
We have an orientation at the beginning of the year and many experienced mentors and school staff are 
available to answer questions or to give you support. If you feel that you could use your time and talents in 
this ministry, please contact Gail Raney, graney@trinity.edu, 210-468-5030. 

Mentor 
Help Students See Themselves as They Could Be 
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The SoL Center 
(Source of Light) 

at University 
Presbyterian Church 

is an interfaith 
education center 

for adults who 
seek to explore 

the full dimensions 
of religious faith 

in the 21st century. 
 
 

Teachers and scholars 
create an open and 

respectful environment 
to encourage  

discussion 
and active learning. 

 
 

The SoL Center 
invites persons of all 

religious backgrounds 
in San Antonio 
to participate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dhawn Martin, 
Director 

The SoL Center 
300 Bushnell Ave 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
210-732-9927 

solcenter@upcsa.org 
upcsa.org/about-sol/ 

Fall Classes - Starting September 12 
The courses this term cover a wide range of topics and interests. There is a little bit for everyone—
even a course on Cinderella! Want to know How to Engage in Heated Conversation? Well, you’re in 
luck! Wonder just how Technology & Democracy currently are and will continue to shape one  
another? Do you wish you could change the world for the better and have that as your main job? 
Learn about Social Entrepreneurship. 
 
Intrigued? We hope so. We also hope that you will join us this Fall, to learn and to share, to grow and 
to change, to reflect on and to work toward the common good of our communities.  
 
Catalogs are in the mail and courses are listed on the website. 

Join us Sunday, October 14, 2018, 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the Skyline Room at Trinity University. 
 

As an interfaith and intercultural community, the SoL Center is privileged  
to be part of San Antonio’s Tricentennial and you are invited to join in this celebration! 

 
Our gala will celebrate the diverse communities of the River City  

with a sit-down dinner, a stunning view of the city’s skyline, 
and music with vibrant and beautiful harmonies,  

harmonies that remind us of all that we can accomplish when we join and work together. 
 

During the gala, we will also take a look back over the 17 year history of the SoL Center  
to remember some of our favorite courses and instructors. Whether you have attended  

only one course or event or multiple, we would love to hear from you about your favorites! 
 

Individual tickets will be sold this year at $60 each.  
 

We ask you to also consider the following levels of giving in support of the SoL Center. 
Individual Ticket: $60 
Friend: $150 
 Includes two tickets and two SoL courses (Fall ‘19 or Spring ’20 Term) 
Patron: $500 
 Includes four tickets and four SoL courses (Fall ’19 or Spring ’20 Term) 
Sponsor: $1,000 
 Includes four tickets, one full semester of SoL courses (Fall ‘19 or Spring ‘20 Term),  
 recognition in the gala program, and recognition on the SoL webpage 
Benefactor: $2,000 
 Includes four tickets, one full year of SoL courses (Fall ’19 and Spring ’20 Term), 
 recognition in the gala program, and recognition on the SoL webpage. 

 
Limited seating due to Skyline Room capacity limits. 

Stay tuned for registration information or call the office at 210-732-9927. 

Tricentennial Gala: 
An Interfaith Multicultural Celebration 
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We are changing online payment processors from Easy Tithe and PayPal to Vanco. 
 
If you would like to pay your pledge or make an online donation to the church,  
you can either click on the Donate Button on our website (www.upcsa.org/donate)  
or you can download the app Give+ Mobile from the App Store or from Google Play  
to your mobile device. You can make an online payment via credit card or  
directly from your bank account. You can also establish a profile if you want  
to set up a recurring payment. 
 
We are making this change incrementally and will discontinue Easy Tithe at the end of August  
and PayPal at the end of October. If you have any questions, please contact Sandy Nicholson  
at sanartjam@aol.com or 210-859-7448. 

New Online Giving at UPC 

Please remember to keep up with your pledge this summer even if you are traveling. Expenses have been 
slightly lower than projected for the year so far. Our current surplus is $8,864, but we anticipate a very 
tight budget in 2018. 
 
We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated 
for a particular purpose. The overall balance in the special funds account  is $132,683. Interfaith Welcome 
Coalition (IWC) is kept separately and has a balance of $120,504. IWC helps the many immigrants put 
into South Texas detention centers and has high expenses with the separation of children from parents. 
The SoL Center offers interfaith adult education and has an operating budget of $37,175 and separate 
endowment accounts. The fall course catalog will be coming out soon and there is a fundraising gala 
planned for October 14. 

 

In addition to operating funds and special 
purpose funds, we also have Endowment 
Funds which  are long term funds that 
help support UPC, The SoL Center, and 
the Children's Center. The current market 
value of UPC Endowments is $555,294 
and the book value is $404,273. The  
current market value of SoL Endowments 
is $121,344 and the book value is 
$95,936. Endowments are invested and 
only the earnings or a percentage of the 
current value may be used regularly. 
 
The Stewardship & Finance Committee 
recently updated the Planned Giving  
Program which allows you to designate 
gifts to the church in your will or financial 
plan to either general endowment or  
specific projects which you may want to 
support long term. A special program will 
be held about this on September 30. 

Treasurer’s Report 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
CC Closed—Work Week 
 
8-10 am (4) 
CC Staff Training 
6:30-8 pm 
Committee Meetings: 
F&O (R), MOJ (1), W&A (4), W&F(3) 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

2 
CC Closed—Work Week 
 
10-11:30 am (A) 
Library Committee 
10:30 am-12:30 pm (4) 
CC Staff Training 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
2-4 pm (P) 
Event at Landa 
6-7:30 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Planning Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board) 

3 
CC Closed—Work Week 
 
7-9 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Bible Study 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

4 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-9 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema  
Bible Study 

 

5 
9-10 am (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
10 am (S) 
Congregational Meeting 
10-11 am (S) 
Worship Service 
11:30 am-1 pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Tomatillo’s 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 
7-9 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Bible Study 

6 
CC School Year Begins 
 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

7 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
2-3:30 pm (A) 
IWC Training 
5:30-6:30 pm (2) 
Daisy Troop Meeting 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

8 
9-10 am (4) 
CC Parent Meeting 
1:30-3 pm (3) 
Book Discussion Group 
6:30-8 pm (A) 
Deacons Meeting 
6:30-8 pm (1) 
S&F Committee 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

9 
12-1 pm (A) 
PRO SA Meeting 
12:30-2 pm (Off-Site) 
CC Accreditation Support Group 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

10 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

11 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

12 
10-11 am (S) 
Worship Service 
11:30 am-12 pm (CE) 
Courtyard Gathering 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

13 
Payroll Due 
 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

14 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R and 2) 
Fiesta Youth and Parent Meeting 

15 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
 

16 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
4-5 pm (4) 
SoL Programming Meeting 
5-6 pm (4) 
SoL Board Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

17 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

18 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
9 am-5 pm (S) 
Mastersingers 
Auditions 

19 
10-11 am (S) 
Worship Service 
11:30 am-1 pm (Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch—Hearthstone 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

20 
Multitude Deadline 
 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-8 pm (2) 
AA Grapevine Committee 
7-10 pm (1) 
Mastersingers Board Meeting 

21 
11:30 am-1 pm (3) 
CC Board Meeting 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

22 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
Session Meeting 

23 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
10-11:30 am (1) 
IWC Leader Meeting 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

24 
Community Room Floor Cleaning 
 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 
 
Church Retreat at Mo Ranch 
 

25 
Church Retreat 
at Mo Ranch 
 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
9 am-5 pm (S) 
Mastersingers 
Auditions 
 
 

26 
Church Retreat at Mo Ranch 
 
9-10 am (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
10-11 am (S) 
Worship Service 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

27 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-8:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Women’s Book Group 

28 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

29 
Payroll Due 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
10 am-1 pm (4) 
SA Clergy Meeting 
6:30-8 pm (4) 
CE Committee Meeting  
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

30 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

31 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

 

ROOM KEY 
N = Narthex 

S = Sanctuary 
R = Comm. Room 

K = Kitchen 
Y = Courtyard 

A = Library 
C = Conf. Room 

O = Pastor Office 
CC = CC  Rooms 
G = Gath. Place 
F = CE Forum 

1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7 
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As announced on the cover, the search for the new 
DCYM is complete. Welcome Todd! Please note the 
dates below — and especially the change of the  
pancake breakfast date. 
 

Sunday, Sept. 2, 8:45-10 a.m.  
Annual Pancake Breakfast and CE Kick-Off  
(Served by the youth group—led by the parents.) 
 

Sunday, Sept. 2, 3:30-7 p.m. 
Dodgeball at Cross Roach Church ($10 per person, deadline for t-shirts/food/teams is Friday, Aug. 17.) 
  
Sunday, Sept. 9; 9:30-10:45 a.m. 
Breakfast Club Sunday School Begins (We will spend time getting to know Todd and discus possible  
subjects / themes for the upcoming year.) 
  
Friday, Sept. 21-Sunday, Sept. 23 
Main Event at John Knox  

Youth Group Happenings 

Women’s Book Group 
The UPC Women's Book Group will gather at 6:30 p.m. Monday evening,  August 27, to discuss  
The Newcomers: Finding Refuge, Friendship and Hope in an American Classroom by Helen Thorpe.  
Joan Hildreth will lead the discussion at Bonnie Simons' home. Everyone's welcome, just bring a salad to 
share and prepare to enjoy yourselves!  Kindly notify Bonnie if you plan to attend or need directions to her 
house. 

 
Here is a review from GOODREADS: 
From an award-winning, “meticulously observant” (The New Yorker) writer 
comes a powerful and moving account of how refugee teenagers at a Denver 
public high school learn English and become Americans. 
 
The Newcomers follows the lives of twenty-two immigrant teenagers throughout 
the course of the 2015-2016 school year as they land at South High School in 
Denver, Colorado, in an English Language Acquisition class created specifically 
for them. Speaking no English, unfamiliar with American culture, their stories 
are poignant and remarkable as they face the enormous challenge of adapting. 
These newcomers, from fourteen to nineteen years old, come from nations  
convulsed by drought or famine or war. Many come directly from refugee 
camps, after experiencing dire forms of cataclysm. Some arrive alone, having 
left or lost every other member of their original family. 
 
At the center of The Newcomers is Mr. Williams, the dedicated and endlessly 
resourceful teacher of South’s very beginner English Language Acquisition 
class. If Mr. Williams does his job right, the newcomers will leave his class at 

the end of the school year with basic English skills and new confidence, their foundation for becoming 
Americans and finding a place in their new home. 
 
With the US at a political crossroads around questions of immigration, multiculturalism, and America’s role 
on the global stage, Helen Thorpe presents a fresh and nuanced perspective. The Newcomers is a  
transformative take on these timely, important issues.  
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Introducing… 

 Mary Norris 
Its not often that we get the opportunity to welcome a new member who has  
 already become as involved in our community as Mary Norris!  She joined UPC in      
      the springtime of this year, after becoming quite involved in our adult Sunday  
         school programs. As a prior member of Trinity Baptist, who loves hymn  
           singing, Mary was really happy to experience the kind of thoughtful worship  
             she found with us, given that our weekly worship follows the liturgy but  
              otherwise includes so many meaningful connections between the songs   
              chosen, the sermons given, and the current day challenges that face us  
              as American Christians. 
 

        Mary and her architect partner of many years are planning to move to  
          Santa Fe, where they have designed, are now building, the perfect property  
        for their upcoming retirement years. She grew up as a Southern Baptist in  
     Houston, where she was educated at UT. She worked many years at USAA  
    here in San Antonio, before she decided to work on more of a consulting basis 
for them and other companies.  

 

We are delighted to have Mary with us, even though our time together will be limited by her move to  
Santa Fe upon retirement. In the meantime, she has been nominated and will soon be voted in to lead as a 
deacon for the coming year. Her talents are many, and she is probably a great model of quick integration 
into the community, having joined in March and become a deacon by August! She is also an active member 
of the Prayer Flag group (see article below.) 
 

Welcome! 
Bonnie Bartlett 

Over  250 prayer flags have been made by a group of six women who have worked since 2016, sewing by 
hand and machine. If you want to join these efforts, please contact Mary Lance at 210-363-8156 or 
mlance1@satx.rr.com. An exhibit of flags is currently in the foyer at Travis Park United Methodist Church. 
All are invited to visit the display, so tell your friends about it. Travis Park UMC is located at 230 E. Travis, 
78205, with free parking on the west side of the church.  
 

The flags are sewn in honor of Rev. Kelly Allen (1965-2016) founder of the Interfaith Welcome Coalition 
and former pastor at UPC. Pastor Kelly took the initiative in 2014 to create IWC, a broad network of faith 
communities and community organizations. IWC began working closely with RAICES, a nonprofit  
organization of legal advocates for refugees and asylum seekers. Donations for the flags support the work 
of the IWC responding to the overwhelming needs of  mothers, children and unaccompanied children com-
ing to the U.S. from Central America. A donation of $25 is requested which then buys and helps fill a  
backpack for bus and airport ministry. 

 
With these flags the women of UPC, and those who support their  
efforts, celebrate the life and the many contributions of Rev. Allen.  
She is described in the San Antonio Express-News obituary, “She was 
especially known for her strong leadership as a mentor, a teacher, and 
an advocate for social justice, practicing Christian hospitality and  
inclusiveness with individuals and groups in need of support and  
belonging in order to build community among strangers. Hers was a 
vibrant, joyous life of service.” 

Women’s Book Group 
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As the 2018-2019 school year starts on August 6, the UPCC staff is excited to begin our two year  
partnership with Pre-K-4-SA that includes a grant of $20,000 each year for two years. The grant stipulates 
that the grant money must enhance the pre-k/4-year old curriculum so UPCC will be focusing on  
improvements and updates primarily to the preschool outdoor classroom so that more children benefit than 
just those in the one room of with 4 and 5-year olds. For both years part of the funds also include 30 hours 
of additional high-level training for the teachers of the 3-year olds as well as the 4-year olds, nine hours of 
training for the director and coursework for a Child Development Associate Certificate for two staff  
members with degrees that are not in early childhood education. This will be a tremendous opportunity for 
quality improvements at UPCC in the pre-k environments as well as freeing up funds for use in the infant 
and toddler classrooms.  
 
We wrapped up our two summer sessions on July 27. Fun events included a Red-White-and-Blue Parade, 
an International Mud Day celebration, and an End of Summer Splish Splash Motor Skills. 

UPCC Summer Fun 
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We welcome these new members: 
Lisa Campbell 

Melody and Andy Hull 
Bill Weller 

 
We celebrate these birthdays: 

4-Leslie Ellison 
4-Marc Smith 

6-Emma Davis 
9-Maureen Nowotny 

10-Jennifer Lawrence 
12-John Lawrence 

14-Melayne Anderson 
15-Ramesh Srinivasan 

15-Finnegan Tingle 
15-Will\ Whitworth 

16-Bill Germer 
16-Jacob Tingle 

17-Michael Smith 
19-Adrian Bernal 

19-Brandon Bernal 
19-Christopher Bernal 

19-J.R. Gingerich 
19-Melody Kuykendall 

19-Julia Rodriguez 
21-Gail Plummer 
23-Mike Lance 

24-Samuel Lewis 
25-Paula Bondurant 
25-Simon Thompson 
26-Don Drummond 
27-Zachary Esman 

30-Liz Helser 
31-Kemp Davis 

We celebrate these anniversaries: 
2-Victoria and Jimmy Cruz 
2-Bonnie and Barry Bartlett 
3-Marian and Larry Higgins 

7-Cathy Leary and Bill Germer 
10-Amy and Matthew Lambiase 

11-Paula and Ed Bondurant 
11-Cynthia and Tony Smith 
12-D'Ann and Mark Seaman 

14-Jennifer and John Lawrence 
16-Lorna and Jim Shinkle 

17-Jeanna and Cabral Balreira 
18-Cynthia Lyle and David Young 

19-Lois and Steve Jensen 
23-Melissa and Daniel Almsted 

28-Gay and Bill Spinks 
31-Dorothy and Tucker Gibson 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Please note the following days off: 

Dries: Aug. 6-21 
Anastasia: Aug. 15 
Dhawn: Aug. 20-24 

 
Young Adult Volunteers 

Dakota and Tanner Kohfield look forward to sharing 
with you the experience that you helped to make  

possible! Keep up with them on their blogs:  
https://yohabloelamor.wordpress.com/ (Dakota) and 
https://writeontheborder.wordpress.com/ (Tanner).  

Congregational News 

During summer months with reduced presence of congregation, committees, and staff around campus as 
we take vacation breaks – let’s all remember to do our part to be good stewards of the church by checking 

the thermostats, turning off the lights and making sure all doors are closed and locked upon departure. 
  

Communicating with everyone around  when arriving and departing to talk about securing the church  
and conserving our electrical resources will make the job easier. Thanks! 

Attention 

Smoke Free Campus 
The Session voted to make UPC a Non-Smoking Facility in order to abide by NAEYC Accreditation for  
Early Learning Programs guidelines. The facility, outdoor areas, parking lots, and vehicles used to transport 
children must be entirely smoke free at all times. No smoking, including the use of e-cigarettes or “vaping”, 
can be permitted in the presence of children, even offsite, or anywhere children are located. Smoking is  
permitted at the street sidewalks only. 
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Gifts and Memorials 
UPC Silantien Music Fund 
Jocelyn Miller 
 
UPC Deacons Fund 
Bonnie Simons 
 
UPC Pastors Discretionary Fund 
Nancy Griggs Davison 
Anonymous 
 
UPC Special Donations—YAV Fund 
Lynn and Kevin Bellow 
Paula and Ed Bondurant 
Cynthia and Tony Smith 
Carolyn and Don White 
Miriam and Leslie Ellison 
Anne Pearson 
Judy and Garry Cole 
Anonymous 
Lou and David Williams 
Nicole Foy and Steve Spriester 
Joyce and Luke McDaniel 
 
UPCC Scholarship Fund 
Anonymous 
 
SoL Center Tricentennial Gala 
Programming Fund 
Lou and David Williams 

 

The Multitude is published monthly for members and 

friends of University Presbyterian Church to highlight the 

people and ministries of the church. Submit articles  

articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org  

by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited. 
 

Staff 

Andries Coetzee                                                  Pastor 

Anastasia Bernal               Administrative Assistant 

Cindi Catlin Gaskins                 Director, Children’s Center 

Todd McGraw           Director, Children’s & Youth Ministry 

Mary Lowder                                 Organist 

Dhawn Martin             Director, SoL Center 

Leroy Sebesta            Music Administrative Assistant 

John Silantien                         Director, Choral Music 

Maggie Sorrell                    Director, Children’s Music 

Frank Villalpando                  Custodian 
 

Session                                      Committee 

Thurman Adkins         Stewardship & Finance 

David Anderson             Stewardship & Finance, Chair 

Carol Brown          Welcome & Fellowship 

Robert Browning 

Keith Kendall 

Hanna Kuykendall       Worship & Arts 

Melinda Louden                 Mission Outreach & Justice 

Art Nicholson          Facilities & Operations 

Dennis Richard          Welcome & Fellowship 

Molly Roth       Worship & Arts 

Sally Smith          Welcome & Fellowship 

Peyton Spriester (Youth Elder)            Christian Education 

Matt Stafford    Christian Education, Chair 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ben Henderson              Facilities & Operations, Chair 

Sandy Nicholson                  Church Treasurer 

Betsy Pasley       Clerk of Session 

Gail Raney      Mission Outreach & Justice , Chair 

Melissa Richard              Welcome & Fellowship, Chair 

Lou Williams                   Personnel, Chair 

Tom Williams                  Worship & Arts, Chair 
 

Board of Deacons        Parish 

Ed Bondurant            Alamo Heights Parish 

Margaret Cairnes      Northwood Parish, Vice-Moderator 

Marian Edson     Northeast Parish 

Paula Henderson       Castle Hills North Parish 

Marian Higgins                          Moderator 

Karen Jensen                College Students, Secretary 

Marlyn Gibbs    Windcrest Parish 

Robin Raquet           Fredericksburg Parish 

Caroline Rivera    Northwest Parish 

David Sanders    University Parish 

Don Sheldon               Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer 

Nancy Vaughan          Olmos Parish 

August 5 will be the next Loaves and Fishes Sunday. 
Baby supplies needed for the House of Neighborly  
Service’s Food Bank are diapers, wipes, formula,  
cereal, and food. Monetary donations are also  
welcome. Please mark checks or envelopes with 
“Loaves & Fishes.”  

Loaves and Fishes 

Summer Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday, 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Friday, 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
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Book Notes 
Before David Germer and his family left for Packwood, WA, Barry Hubbard wrote him a thank you note 
from the Sunday School Book Group, which read in part, “in gratitude for all that you've done for the  
Christian Education program....for encouraging us to consider broader Christian perspectives in our  
reading choices...and for being patient and understanding when we resisted your nudging...for sharing 
your family with us...and maybe most of all for setting us an example of what it means to be a disciple of 
Jesus Christ in ministry and friendship.” He invited David “to suggest a favorite book by Henri Nouwen for 
our September reading. We will think of you as we read and discuss it.”    
  
David responded with a list of Henri J.M. Nouwen books but he thought we'd like The Genesee Diary:  
Report from a Trappist Monastery (Doubleday1976). He wrote, “The Genesee Diary in particular is  
probably the book I attribute to most deeply shaping my understanding of what it looks like to be a man of 
faith, of prayer, of honesty, of integrity of friendship, of daily connection to god...(I, like Henri at the time of 
writing and throughout his life...am still working on it.” 

  
The Sunday Book Group will begin to discuss this book in September 9, when Sunday School resumes. There will be a copy 
of it in the library by mid August. The other Nouwen books David recommended, with his commentary, will be posted on the 
library bulletin board. There are three other adult Sunday School Classes: Bible Study, Living our Faith Adult Studies, and 
Adults with Young Children, that offer interesting topics and stimulating discussions. The curriculum for these will appear in 
the September Multitude. 

 


