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Multitude 
300 Bushnell Ave • San Antonio, TX 78212-5334 • 210-732-9927 • www.upcsa.org • June 2018 

People and Ministries of University Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 

You are Invited to the Ordination Service for 
 

David Leary Germer 
 

Sunday, June 3, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Reception to Follow Service 
 
 

That morning, during 10 a.m. worship, 
UPC will express to all the Germer family blessings, farewells, 

and gratefulness for the gifts of life and talent 
they have shared with us over the past eight years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Childcare for children 5 and under available for both services. 
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Sunday, June 3—Ninth Sunday of Easter 
David Germer, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 and 2 Corinthians 4:5-12  
 

Service Music 
Hush! Somebody’s Callin’ My Name 

by Brazeal Dennard 
Adult Choir 

 
Special Note: 

We will celebrate the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
and commission departing members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 10—Tenth Sunday of Easter 
Dries Coetzee, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

Mark 3:20-35 
 

Service Music 
A Gracious Plenty 

 
Special Note: 

We will ordain and install church officers. 

Sunday, June 17—Eleventh Sunday of Easter 
Dries Coetzee, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

Mark 4:26-34 
 

Service Music 
Tom Williams 

 
Special Note: 

We will commission mission trip participants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 24—Twelfth Sunday of Easter 
Carolyn Helsel, preaching 

 
Scripture Reading 

Mark 4:35-41 
 

Service Music 
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands 

arranged by Vaclav Nehlybel 
Adult Choir 

Worship Information 

Summer Schedule 
Worship 

We will have one worship service at 10 a.m. through Sunday, September 2. 
 

Christian Education 
We will have a joint Adult Studies Book Discussion at 9 a.m. through July 1 

discussing “ Anxious To Talk About It" by Carolyn Helsel at a pace of two chapters per week. 
Youth are invited to join the adults for this discussion. 

All regular Sunday School Classes and Children’s Choir will return September 9. 
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A Message from Dries 

Join us on Wednesday, June 13, from 7:30-9:30 p.m. for a free celebration at the Raindrop Foundation of 
San Antonio (4337 Vance Jackson Rd, 78230.) At this event, during the time of Ramadan, we will gather 
as people of diverse backgrounds, with the purpose of building bridges and cultivating mutual  
understanding.  
 

As you may know, Ramadan is the holiest of the 12 months in Islam during which Muslims fast. Fasting 
starts at dawn and ends at sunset. During this time, Muslims refrain from eating, drinking (including water) 
and intimacy. The fast is broken at sunset with a dinner called "iftar" where family, friends and neighbors 
gather.  
 

This event is free, but registration is requested: upcsa.org/registration.  

Celebrate Iftar 

After a busy May, we are looking forward to the slower pace that summer brings. Among the many things  
I embraced about life in the northern United States these past 15 years was the four distinct seasons and 
the regeneration that summer brings about through recreational activities and travel. I feel that  
congregations strive so hard to keep people involved and busy and that we neglect Sabbath, time to  
daydream and cultivate the ability to slow down. To know how to relax and be still is to celebrate creative 
living and is profoundly Biblical. You might have realized by now that in worship I yearn for more silence, 
as silence can be a gateway in opening ourselves to God's Spirit. Have you ever wondered why we feel so 
uncomfortable with silence in worship? 
 
Fortunately, June brings about a slower pace, and I am looking forward to spending my first summer with 
you. We cannot start the month in any better way than by celebrating David Germer's ministry among us. 
David’s last sermon at UPC will be June 3rd at 10:00 a.m., followed by his ordination at 3:00 p.m. Please 
read the details in the newsletter and how you can contribute to the festivities in gratitude for his family. 
 
Realizing the void David will leave in the ministry of UPC, we have begun the search for a Director of  
Children’s and Youth Ministries. Under the leadership of the Personnel Committee with input from several 
interest groups, including families with children and youth, as well as our vision to grow our children's  
ministry, it was decided to focus the new position on family ministry with some time devoted to Young 
Adult ministry. If you know of anyone who would be interested, I invite you to contact me. 
 
Traditionally, one of the yearly summer highlights at UPC has 
been the Mo-Ranch family retreat. I invite you to “save the 
date” of August 24-26. More information to come!  
 
As I am still getting to know you and the congregation, I am 
inviting your involvement in worship this summer. Please  
complete the form on the back page of this newsletter, the 
form included in the bulletin, or you may email me 3 of your 
favorite hymns from the Presbyterian Hymnal, Glory To God. 
Throughout the summer we will sing your favorite hymns as 
the liturgical calendar invites. 
 
I am looking forward to celebrating summer with you! 

Dries 
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The SoL Center 
(Source of Light) 

at University 
Presbyterian Church 

is an interfaith 
education center 

for adults who 
seek to explore 

the full dimensions 
of religious faith 

in the 21st century. 
 
 

Teachers and scholars 
create an open and 

respectful environment 
to encourage  

discussion 
and active learning. 

 
 

The SoL Center 
invites persons of all 

religious backgrounds 
in San Antonio 
to participate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Dhawn Martin, 
Director 

The SoL Center 
300 Bushnell Ave 

San Antonio, TX 78212 
210-732-9927 

solcenter@upcsa.org 
upcsa.org/about-sol/ 

Upcoming Classes 
Intercultural Book Study with Sibi Aydelott 
Four Wednesdays, May 23, 30, June 6 and 13; 10:30 a.m.-Noon 
$45 on or before May 16; $50 after 
One theme that ties together the works we will read is resilience! The ability 
to bounce back and claim a full life is revealed across a diverse tapestry of  
narratives: whether trying to create a new understanding of survival and of  
community after the out-break of violence (A Fine Balance by Rohinton  
Mistry), being suddenly thrust into life in exile and exploring new, unknown  
geographies (Exit West by Mohsin Hamid), or never forgetting your beginnings  
and persevering to reconnect with a lost past (A Long Way Home by Saroo Brierly).  
On the last gathering we shall watch the film, Lion, which is based on Brierly’s memoir. 
 
 
When Life Throws a Curve—Plan B!—An Interfaith Book Dialogue 
Four Sundays, June 24, July 1, 8, and 15; 1:30-3 p.m. 
$15 on or before June 14; $20 after 
Location: Raindrop Foundation of San Antonio 
(4337 Vance Jackson Rd, 78230) 
Across four Sundays, we will study, break bread together, and discuss  
Sheryl Sandberg’s book, Option B: Facing Adversity, Building Resilience,  
and Finding Joy. Each week we will dive into one or two chapters, exploring  
Sandberg’s insights on how to rebuild life after shattering event. A different member of the group 
will be asked to lead that week’s discussion. Co-sponsored by our friends at the Raindrop  
Foundation of San Antonio and the Dialogue Institute, this group is organized by Sumeyra Tek, 
Fatma Arslan, and Dhawn Martin. 
 
 
God’s Promise: I Am with You with Rev. San Williams 
(2018-2019 PW/Horizons Bible Study)  
Three days, Tuesday, July 10-Thursday, July 12; 10:30 a.m.-Noon 
$35 on or before June 2, $40 after (5th person in group free) 
A primary theme that will be explored in this study is God’s promise  
to be with the world, to be present. Different expressions of this promise  
will be examined, as well as how this promise has sustained diverse  
communities across time. 
 
 

 

Celebrate Iftar 
Wednesday, June 13; 7:30-9:30 p.m. 
Free Event; Registration Requested 

Join us for a free celebration at the Raindrop Foundation of San Antonio. 
(4337 Vance Jackson Rd, 78230)  

 
At this event, during the time of Ramadan, we will gather as people of diverse backgrounds,  

with the purpose of building bridges and cultivating mutual understanding.  
 

As you may know, Ramadan is the holiest of the 12 months in Islam during which Muslims fast. 
Fasting starts at dawn and ends at sunset. During this time, Muslims refrain from eating, drinking 

(including water) and intimacy. The fast is broken at sunset with a dinner called "iftar"  
where family, friends and neighbors gather.  
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Treasurer’s Report 
We had higher revenues than forecast this month, thanks to pledged income, but summer is coming. 
Please keep up with your pledges during the summer months. Expenses were lower than planned for 
seeral committees, but we are still early in the year. Our current surplus is $23,585, but we anticipate a 
very tight budget in 2018. 
 
We have a healthy balance in most of the special funds which are non-operating funds, usually designated 
for a particular purpose. The overall balance in special funds account  is $156,978. We have broken out 
the Interfaith Welcome Coalition (IWC) separately and it has a balance of $151,457. IWC helps the many 
immigrants put into South Texas detention centers & recently released on bond pending hearing. The SoL 
Center offers interfaith adult education and has an operating budget of $37,175 and separate endowment 
accounts. 
 
In addition to operating funds and special purpose funds, we also have Endowment Funds which  are long 
term funds that help support UPC, The SoL Center, and the University Presbyterian Children's Center. 
The current market value of UPC Endowments is $547,464 and the book value is $404,273. The current 
market value of SoL Endowments is $119,154 and the book value is $95,936. A brand new endowment 
fund - The Good Shepherd Fund - was established by University Presbyterian Children's Center this spring 
to support scholarships for families to be able to send their children to UPCC it has a balance so far of 
$17,705! UPCC plans to do an annual drive to grow this fund further. Endowments are invested and only 
the earnings or a percentage of the current value may be used regularly. 

 
Once per quarter, the church 
takes up a Special Offering in 
support of PC (USA) initiatives. 
UPC is currently collecting for the 
Pentecost offering which supports 
youth and youth initiatives, we get 
to keep 40 percent of the offering 
and have chosen to allocate half 
to The Good Shepherd Fund and 
half to support Dakota and  
Tanner Kohfield when they spend 
one year in a PC (USA) program 
of  Young Adult Volunteers (YAV) 
in Arizona.  
 
Please contact ask any member 
of the S&F Committee or  
Treasurer, Sandy Nicholson, with 
any questions. 

Summer Choir 
Between June 3 and September 2, the UPC Adult Choir will rehearse on 
Sundays, 9 a.m., before the 10 a.m. service. This would be a great time to 
sing with the choir, particularly for those of you who can’t make Thursday 
evening rehearsals. The choir will be on vacation June 10, 17, August 12, 19. 
Otherwise, just let John Silantien or Leroy Sebesta know you’re coming, and 
they’ll have some music ready for you. No audition, all levels of experience 
welcome. C’mon, try it out! 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 

1 
CC Closed—Work Week 
 
7:30-10:15 am (Outdoors) 
CC Staff Workday 
10:30 am-12:30 pm (4) 
CC Staff Training 
6-8 pm (Off-Site) 
Youth Group 
Germer Farewell Party 
7:15-9 pm (R) 
Mastersingers Rehearsal 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

2 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
10-11:30 am (R) 
Mastersingers 
Rehearsal 

 

3 
9-10 am (4) 
Adult Studies Book Discussion 
9-10 am (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
10-11 am (S) 
Worship Service 
1-3 pm (CE Building) 
Reception Set Up 
2:30-3 pm (R) 
Adult Choir Warm Up 
3-4 pm (S) 
Ordination Service 
4-5:30 pm (CE Building) 
Ordination Reception 

4 
CC Summer Session Begins 
 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

5 
12-2 pm (R) 
Staff lunch (Salad Potluck) 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-6:30 pm (2) 
Daisy Troop 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 
7:15-9 pm (S) 
Mastersingers Rehearsal 

6 
10:30 am-12 pm (1) 
SoL: Intercultural Book Study 
1:30-3 (4) 
Faith Convening Meeting 
6:30-8 pm 
Committee Meetings: CE (5),  
MOJ (1), W&A (4), W&F (3) 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
 

7 
10-11 am (S) 
CC Storyteller (Rainbow Fish) 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
PFLAG Meeting (6pm Board) 
 

8 
Presbytery Meeting 
(Schreiner University) 
 
7:15-9 pm (R) 
Mastersingers Rehearsal 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

9 
Presbytery 
Meeting 
(Schreiner) 
 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

10 
9-10 am (4) 
Adult Studies Book Discussion 
9-10 am (3) 
Called Session Meeting 
10-11 am (S) 
Worship Service 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

11 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

12 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6-7 pm (3) 
Safety Task Force 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

13 
Payroll Due 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
10:30 am-12 pm (2) 
SoL: Intercultural Book Study 
6:30-8:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Deacons Meeting 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
730-930 pm (Off-Site) 
Iftar Celebration 
(Raindrop Foundation of SA) 

14 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
12:30-2 pm (3) 
CC Accreditation Support Group 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

15 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
IWC Volunteer Appreciation 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

16 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

17—FATHER’S DAY 
 
UPC Mission Trip 
 
9-10 am (4) 
Adult Studies  
Book Discussion 
10-11 am (S) 
Worship Service 
11:30 am-12:30 pm  
(Off-Site) 
Lunch Bunch 
at Demo’s 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema  
Ministries 

18 
UPC Mission Trip 
 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

19 
UPC Mission Trip 
 
11:30 am-1 pm (3) 
CC Board Meeting 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

20 
UPC Mission Trip 
 
Multitude Deadline 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 
7-9 pm (4) 
Session Meeting 

21 
UPC Mission Trip 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
4-5 pm (4) 
SoL Programming Meeting 
5-6 pm (4) 
SoL Board Meeting 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

22 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

23 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

24 
9-10 am (4) 
Adult Studies Book Discussion 
9-10 am (R) 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
10-11 am (S) 
Worship Service 
1:30-3 pm (Off-Site) 
SoL: Interfaith Book Dialogue 
(Raindrop Foundation SA) 
2-4 pm (R) 
Logos Rhema Ministries 

25 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 
6:30-8:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Women’s Book Group 

26 
1-2 pm (A) 
Staff Meeting 
1-3 pm (F) 
Yoga 
5:30-7 pm (A) 
Inklings Book Group 
6:30-8:30 pm (R) 
Fiesta Youth 

27 
Payroll Due 
 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
7-8 pm (2) 
Recovery Meeting 

28 
9:30-11:30 am (R) 
CC Motor Skills 
10-11:30 am (3) 
IWC Leader Meeting 
2-3:30 pm (Off-Site) 
Prison Bible Study 
6:30-7:30 pm (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

29 
CC International Mud Day 
 
8-9 pm (2) 
AA Group Meeting 

30 
8:30-9:30 am (A) 
GA Group Meeting 

ROOM KEY 
N = Narthex 

S = Sanctuary 
R = Community Room 

K = Kitchen 
Y = Courtyard 

A = Library 
C = Conference Room 

O = Pastor Office 
CC = CC  Rooms 

G = Gathering Place 
F = CE Forum 

1 … 7 = CE 1 … 7 
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Breakfast Club 
Sunday morning Christian Education is taking a  
break until September 9. All youth are invited  
to attend the combined Adult Studies Book  
Discussion at 9:00 a.m. Sunday mornings through  
July 1 reading the book Anxious To Talk About It  
by Carolyn Helsel at a pace of two chapters per week. 
 

Youth Group Activities 
Timothy Apgar and Sandy Nicholson are traveling June 17-22 with Adrian Bernal, Brandon Bernal,  
Christopher Bernal, Elise Frescas, Camille Holland, Grace Holland, and Melody Kuykendall to work with 
Reach Beyond Mission (RBM) which is an affiliate ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ.) 
They will be working on recovery efforts following Hurricane Harvey last fall. This is a wonderful chance for 
them to put their faith into action, and to show up, when most of the country has moved on, to love and 
serve our brothers and sisters along the coast. Please pray for safe travels. 

Youth Group Happenings 

Women’s Book Group 
The UPC Women’s Book Group will meet on Monday evening June 25 to review Lilac Girls by Martha Hall 
Kelly.  We'll gather at Lou Williams' home at 6:30 p.m. and Patti Jewett will moderate.  All are welcome, 
just bring a salad to share and prepare for lively discussion. 
 
Here is a review: 
Inspired by the life of a real World War II heroine, this debut novel reveals a story of love, redemption, and 
secrets that were hidden for decades. 

  
New York socialite Caroline Ferriday has her hands full with her 
post at the French consulate and a new love on the horizon. But 
Caroline’s world is forever changed when Hitler’s army invades Po-
land in  
September 1939—and then sets its sights on France. 
  
An ocean away from Caroline, Kasia Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, 
senses her carefree youth disappearing as she is drawn deeper into 
her role as courier for the underground resistance movement. In a 
tense atmosphere of watchful eyes and suspecting neighbors, one 
false move can have dire consequences. 
  
For the ambitious young German doctor, Herta Oberheuser, an ad 
for a government medical position seems her ticket out of a deso-
late life. Once hired, though, she finds herself trapped in a male-
dominated realm of Nazi secrets and power. 
  
The lives of these three women are set on a collision course when 
the unthinkable happens and Kasia is sent to Ravensbrück, the  
notorious Nazi concentration camp for women. Their stories cross 
continents—from New York to Paris, Germany, and Poland—as  
Caroline and Kasia strive to bring justice to those whom history has 
forgotten. 
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On Sunday, May 20, 15 youth, along with their parents, reaffirmed their Baptismal Covenant and then  
publically made their Profession of Faith to become official members of UPC. The confirmation process 
spanned 4 months where they spent Sunday mornings and an evening retreat with David Germer and 
others learning about and strengthening their faith. They also did service hours at Mission Road. They 
were mentored by adult members of UPC who met with them several times throughout the process, took 
them to worship at other non-Presbyterian (and even non-Christian) church services, and helped them 
write their own faith statements. David took sentences from each of their statements to form the Faith 
Statement that was read during the worship service (see pages 9-10.) It was a special service full of hope 
and anticipation for these young people of faith: 

Adrian James Bernal, mentored by Sarah Harvey 
Brandon Zachary Bernal, mentored by Timothy Apgar 
Christopher Evan Bernal, mentored by Jacob Tingle 
Byron Thomas Cox, mentored by Cindi Catlin Gaskins 
Laurel Ann Cox, mentored by Margaret Cairnes  
William Robert Cox, mentored by Bill Germer 
Liam D., mentored by David Sanders 
Roan Tavish Erwin, mentored by Marc Raney 
Camille Christine Holland, mentored by Anastasia Bernal 
Melody Alexandra Kuykendall, mentored by Sandy Nicholson 
Mia Charlotte Lewis, mentored by Anne Pearson 
Sloane Emory Foy Spriester, mentored by Tracy Germer 
Will Stephen Toman, mentored by Frank Seaman 
Elizabeth Daly Walsh, mentored by Betsy Pasley 
William Xiaoan Whitworth, mentored by Barry Hubbard 

Youth Confirmation 
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Confirmation Faith Statement 
Roan: All my life I haven’t wanted to go to church because it was so boring. Frankly, I didn’t know what I believe in, 
and I really questioned my faith. Confirmation has made me really think about what I believe in and has rejuvenated 
my faith again on this faith journey.  
 
Sloane: When I first started confirmation I felt like I wasn’t ready, that I didn’t know all about the Bible that I needed 
to. But then I realized not everyone knows every little thing about their belief. So I’ll tell you what I do know…  
 
Adrian: God is the great ‘I am’ - the one and only - our Lord.  
 
Will T: God is the creator of all the world and of everything.  
 
Liam: God is a peaceful feeling, a protector and encourager of all people. 
 
Camille: I believe that Jesus is the son of God.  
 
Christopher: I believe that Jesus is the Messiah.  
 
Mia: Jesus is central in my life because he has shown that all things should be done with love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
 
Liam: I believe that Jesus is the son of God and that he died for us - not only to forgive sin - but to love each other as 
we love God.  
 
Roan: Even though Jesus was the Messiah, he served others instead of them serving him. 
 
Adrian: I believe that the love of the Holy Spirit is always with me - when I play soccer, when I am at home or school, 
when I’m hunting at the ranch, or playing with my friends. 
 
Roan: The Holy Spirit is the feeling within us all when we do good deeds and are rewarded with a good feeling, and it 
is the drive to be productive and inspires our creativity.  
 
Brandon: I feel God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit are the center of my life and I should love them as much as they  
love me.  
 
Camille: I believe Micah 6:8 where we are taught that God wants us to ‘do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly 
with God.’  
 
Byron: I am loyal to the cause of Christ and I have done my best to live as he would want me to.  
 
Will T: I believe that everyone is equal and should have the same rights; that everyone should try their best to live by 
the ten commandments. I think that everyone should love their neighbor as themselves. I try my best to do all of 
these things, but sometimes I don’t.  
 
Roan: I believe that sin is distancing yourself from God and is missing the mark.  
 
Mia: I know that everyone has flaws, inside and out, that we try to hide from the judgmental world, and he wants the 
good and bad of me.  
 
William C: I believe that the best way to live a good Christian life is to read and learn from the stories and events of 
the Bible and incorporate the lessons and teachings of Jesus into our own lives. 
 
Elizabeth: I believe that to be a follower of Christ means to treat yourself and others with kindness, gratitude, and 
compassion, and to treat others as you wish to be treated. 
 
Byron: My belief is that to truly live how Jesus did, one must change their life to conform to His message.  
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Confirmation Faith Statement 
Sloane: But not everyone has to be a Christian to be loved by God.  
 
Christopher: I believe that the church is God’s house, but also my house. It is a safe place for those passing through 
or those who need a place to feel welcome. It’s a place that welcomes all, no matter who they are.  
 
Sloane: I know that I experience God a lot when I pray or when I am in nature. 
 
William: The church is where you can go to be close to God and his followers. 
 
Will W: I believe in the church, the community it holds, and the people to teach their wisdom from their days.  
 
Laurel: Church is not just about praising God - it’s also to get involve in with your community. 
 
Camille: I believe that doing God’s work does not have to be something you do alone. Jesus had 12 people he  
trusted helping him. I don’t have to do it alone either.  
 
Brandon: I believe that as a member of the congregation, I can participate and contribute to the mission of the 
church.  
 
Melody: Growing up at this church, I’ve met the most amazing people, who I know I can trust. For me, this is the 
greatest part of UPC.  
 
Laurel: I would like to have a bigger part in my community and church.  
 
Melody: I can guarantee that I am thrilled in every way to be joining the church I can call my home, where I can  
remember that faith really is the greatest journey in life.  
 
Liam: Following God and being part of a church helps us find peace. As a member of UPC, I want to treat other  
people the way I want to be treated - with love and respect.  
 
Elizabeth: I belong to the Presbyterian church because I agree with, relate to, and appreciate the open-minded  
nature of it. I enjoy being a part of a church that is open to visitors, various lifestyles, and tolerant of other faiths.  
 
Laurel: UPC is one of the biggest and most loving families that I could ever want. I would be proud to be a part of this 
big loving family.  
 
Will W: I still have a lot of questions. I believe faith is always searching for answers and asking questions…  
 
Brandon: I believe that as a child of God - I am loved.  
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Introducing… 

 Tanner Kohfield 
Tanner Kohfield became a member of UPC on March 25, 2018. Prior 
to officially joining, Tanner had been an active visitor for three years. 
He regularly attends the 11 a.m. worship, is a dedicated mentor at 
Beacon Hill Elementary, and has dabbled in adult Sunday School.  
 
Originally from Austin, Tanner attended Trinity University from  
August 2014 to December 2017, when he graduated with a  
bachelor’s degree in economics and political science. During his  
tenure at Trinity, Tanner served as a Resident Assistant (RA) and as 
the Internal Chair of the Academic Honor Council. These positions 
taught Tanner that managing people, especially college students, is 
much harder than it seems. Also during his time at Trinity, he met his 
wife, Dakota. They lived on the same dormitory hall during their first 
year and often studied calculus together. They began dating within 
the first semester, and were engaged by the end of their second 
year. Tanner and Dakota were married on July 22, 2017 in Dakota’s 
hometown Presbyterian church in Guernsey, Wyoming.  
 

Tanner currently works as a grant-writing intern at LiftFund, a nonprofit microloan organization based in 
downtown San Antonio. In addition to offering low-interest loans to predominantly minority-owned small 
businesses, LiftFund hosts regular educational sessions and is the home to the Women’s Business Center. 
Tanner is proud to work for an organization that serves an important role in the community.  
 
When not at work or church, Tanner can be found spending time with friends, running, or watching  
baseball. He is also an avid (and I mean: reads the thousand-plus page books) fan of Game of Thrones. 
Tanner also loves to read and write. He has recently been enjoying Cli-Fi (science fiction based on climate 
change) novels, such as Annihilation by Jeff Vandermeer and The Water Knife by Paolo Bacigalupi. He is 
in the early stages of drafting his own Cli-Fi novel that explores the effects of an American refugee crisis 
caused by climate change. Keep your eye on the New York Times bestseller list in the next five to 10 years 
for his name! 
 
Tanner and Dakota are preparing to embark on a new journey in Tucson, Arizona. They will be serving 
from August 2018 to August 2019 as Young Adult Volunteers, a mission program of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA). They are excited to embrace the core tenants of the Young Adult Volunteer program, which 
include simple living and intentional Christian community.  
 
After years of active vistor-ship, Tanner is happy to be a member of UPC. He is thankful for the ongoing 
support and sense of community that he feels here. One of Tanner’s biggest fears in leaving San Antonio is 
that he will not be able to find a church quite like UPC. Tanner and Dakota are not yet sure of their plans 
after their volunteer year, but do not be surprised if it involves returning to San Antonio and this  
congregation! 
 
Welcome! 
Dakota Kohfield 
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Introducing… 

 Victoria Beaver 
Victoria Beaver has covered a lot of the country in her 23 years. She was 
born in Minnesota, graduated high school in Arizona, attended college in 
Washington D.C. and is settled (for now) in San Antonio, by way of Kerrville. 
  
At the age of 9, Victoria’s family moved to Arizona, where her mother got a 
government job near Tucson, and her father transitioned from a magazine 
career into a sports writer covering auto racing for NASCAR Scene and other 
publications –setting the stage for Victoria’s current career. He had always 
been a racing fan; Victoria has fond memories of sitting in the basement on 
cold winter Minnesota Sundays watching racing on TV with him.  
  
In high school, Victoria was Editor-in-Chief of her yearbook Staff, a Marketing 
Intern for her city’s Parks and Recreation department, and a seamstress in 
Bisbee on the side. After falling in love with Washington D.C. during a visit, 
she enrolled at George Washington University and was pursuing a marketing 

degree before a confluence of family events forced her to take a break to go to Kerrville to help take care of 
her grandfather.  
  
From there, she found a tiny apartment in San Antonio and started taking classes at San Antonio College 
to work toward a business degree. For now, she is piecing together jobs to pay expenses. Like her father, 
one of those jobs is writing online articles for auto racing. She wrote weekly articles for FloRacing in Austin, 
and is now focusing on World of Outlaws, a dirt-track racing series held on dirt oval tracks.  
  
When asked what she loves about the sport, Victoria says, “You see the passion and pitfalls of life play out 
in front of you on a half-mile oval, at 185 to 210 miles an hour.” Whew! 
  
Victoria’s faith journey is a bit simpler. She attended a Presbyterian church in Minnesota with her family, but 
they didn’t find a church that fit them in Arizona. While it had been years since she was a regular church 
attendee, she started a search in January when family issues had her searching for normalcy in her life. 
  
As a regular visitor to the Landa Library, Victoria was aware of UPC. “I knew UPC wasn’t a large church, 
and I had some anxiety about being approached by people to talk after the service,” she said. (Full  
disclosure: I was one of those people she was hoping to avoid and sat next to her several Sundays.) 
  
The night before her first visit, she was talking with her roommate about South Africa. “I remember thinking 
I’d like to know more about that country,” she said. Then the next day she heard Dries in one of his first 
services and talked with him later. The coincidence wasn’t lost on her, and her search was over before it 
began. “It just feels right,” she says of UPC. She joined by letter of transfer on March 11 and has already 
contributed to the community through Beacon Hill mentoring.  
  
Victoria does have grand plans for her life – in Detroit of all places. After reading a 2008 Time Magazine 
series on the city’s comeback, she became fascinated how leaders were able to build community and keep 
the city afloat. Now her goal is to open a shelter, education center and business incubator in that city.  
  
But for now, she’s enjoying the mild winters in San Antonio. And Victoria, you just “feel right” to us too. 
  
Welcome! 
Betsy Pasley 
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Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund 
Wow!  Deep gratitude for all who donated to the newly created UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund 
during the initial Good Shepherd Scholarship drive this Spring. The response has been tremendous with 
just under $10,000 donated from UPC families and friends!  Every dollar will help open up the indoor and 
outdoor spaces to more children and families from diverse backgrounds. Every child and family comes with 
their own story and with permission we are sharing the story of one of the families that was mentioned 
during the Good Shepherd and Earth Day celebration in April.  
 
Dear University Presbyterian Children’s Center Scholarship Committee/UPCC Board:  
 
This letter is being done about 7-8 months later than I had hoped, however as the saying goes better late 
than never. I wanted to send my heartfelt appreciation for the scholarship monies that my family received 
over the past three years. As a single mom, I knew it would be costly to send my child to a quality childcare 
center, let alone two children. However, the UPCC scholarship made it possible to give them a great  
starting point in their educational foundation.  
 
My children began their lives in less than ideal situations, one spent 3 years within the foster care system 
and the other born addicted to drugs. However, looking at them today you would never know this is how 
their lives began. I attribute a lot of their success to them being able to get care, love and knowledge from 
the committed staff at UPCC. The early childhood debate is always nature versus nurture, I fully know that 
my children have thrived due to nurture, and with me working full time much of this came from UPCC.  
 
Without the scholarship given to my family my youngest would not have been able to stick his toes in the 
mud and have book after book read to him in his toddler classroom. My oldest son would not have been 
able to perform in his first play, The Wizard of Oz or learn about a river during the summer program in his 
preschool class which has set a foundation of love of nature within him. Without the scholarship from 
UPCC my boys would not be the dancers and musicians they are today nor, would they have the  
confidence to play with random kids at the park or baseball fields. UPCC is so much more than just a place 
to send your child for care. It is a safe place, a loving place, my child’s favorite place (yes at age 5 & 7 they 
ask to go back), and it is the only place that I would trust for my children.  
 
So again, I appreciate every bit of  
scholarship money that was given to my 
family to help for my boys to attend UPCC. 
Education is the best investment people can 
make on children, they are our future.  
 
Sincerely,  
Sandra Stout  

Note Cards for Sale 
Note cards with artwork done by children of UPCC 

are available for sale in the school office for $10 a pack. 
You can use them for any occasion  

and they support the Scholarship Fund. 
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We welcome these new members: 
15 Youth Confirmands (see page 8) 

 
We celebrate this baptism: 

Gemma Grace Taverna 
granddaughter of Barbara Trinkle 

 
We are blessed with this birth: 

David Soren Carpenter 
born May 25 to parents Safira and Christian Carpenter 

 
We congratulate these high school seniors: 
Campbell Erwin  Audrey Nicholson 

Miles Erwin  Bethlie Paul 
Lucy Maxwell  Spencer Smith 

 
We congratulate this college senior: 

Aaron Catlin 
 

We celebrate these birthdays:   
1-Madeline Pieper   
2-David Daviss    
4-Ruben Espaillat 

5-Jeanne Browning 
5-Taylor Hile 
6-Dale Clyde 

6-Amy Deckard 
8-Sheri Rosen 

10-Dave Pasley 
13-Fernando Frescas 

13-Jay Louden 
16-Nicole Foy 

16-Troy Toman 

17-Sarah Strybos 
18-Spring Blackett 

18-Mary Lance 
19-Andrew Frescas 
21-David Rezentes 

21-Jim Shinkle 
21-Susan Williams Sloan 

23-Camille Holland 
26-Garry Cole 
26-Bill Spinks 

27-Sloane Spriester 
27-Victoria Thompson 

30-Clare Rezentes 
 

We celebrate these anniversaries: 
4-Allison and David Esman 
16-Amy and Perry Deckard 

21-Victoria Thompson and Ramesh Srinivasan 
21-Linda and Jim Ireland 

23-Rachel Brownlee and Marco Kurita 
28-Amanda and Bob Harris 

28-Mary and Tim Walsh 
 

Summer 
Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Friday 
8 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Congregational News 

Session Highlights from May Meeting 
 David Germer shared his reflections on joys, gifts and growth in his eight years of service to UPC as its 

Director of Christian Education. He counted hundreds of interactions with UPC members, children, youth 
and staff, in addition to prison ministry, mentoring sessions, Lenten Group planning, youth lock-ins, 
dodge ball tournaments and his first experience officiating a funeral service. He appreciates UPC’s   
inclusion, generosity and willingness to step up when needs arise. He encourages the church to talk 
about Jesus more, and to tap into its curiosity to better understand those who disagree with its         
messages. David will be leading his last service at the 10 a.m. worship service June 3, and that         
afternoon at 3 will be ordained. 

 The Session approved a job description for Director of Children’s and Youth Ministries submitted by the 
Personnel Committee. This will be used to recruit the successor to David Germer’s work as Director of 
Christian Education, and will focus more on children and youth, incorporating the support of older    
members and young adults. 

 Dakota and Tanner Kohlfield briefed the Session on their upcoming year of service through the           
PC-USA’s YAV (Young Adult Volunteer) Program. They will be serving immigrants and non-profit       
organizations in Tuscon, Arizona, beginning in August. The Session enthusiastically endorsed the     
participation of these two members and recent Trinity graduates. 
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UPC Silantien Music Fund 
Barry Hubbard in honor of John Silantien 
 
UPC Memorial Wall 
Miriam and Leslie Ellison 
 
UPCC Good Shepherd Scholarship Fund 
Ruth Frederick 
Amber and Kyle Gass 
Joanna and Bill Harrison 
Patti and Harry Jewett 
Jean Montalvo 
Anna Barbara Neuenschwander  
 in memory of Ken Neuenschwander 
Lorna Shinkle   
John, Melanie and Sarah Strybos  
Jamie and Simon Thompson 
Barbara and Jim Warren 
Jan and San Williams 
Anonymous 
Jocelyn Miller 
Lorna Shinkle in memory of Carmen Garza 
Bill Germer and Cathy Leary in honor of David Germer 
Gail and Marc Raney in honor of Cindi Catlin-Gaskins 
Miranda and Joshua Sutin 
Gonzalez-Turner Charitable Gifts Fund  
 of the Philadelphia Foundation 
 
UPCC Scholarship Fund 
Sara Holland in memory of Paige Bosshardt 
 
SoL Center Programming Fund 
Evelyn Cooper 

Gifts and Memorials 
 

The Multitude is published monthly for members and 

friends of University Presbyterian Church to highlight the 

people and ministries of the church. Submit articles  

articles to the church office at upcsa@upcsa.org  

by the 20th of each month. Submissions may be edited. 

 

Staff 

Andries Coetzee                                                  Pastor 

Anastasia Bernal               Administrative Assistant 

Cindi Catlin Gaskins                 Director, Children’s Center 

David Germer               Director, Christian Education 

Mary Lowder                                 Organist 

Dhawn Martin             Director, SoL Center 

Leroy Sebesta            Music Administrative Assistant 

John Silantien                         Director, Choral Music 

Maggie Sorrell                    Director, Children’s Music 

Frank Villalpando                  Custodian 

 

Session                                      Committee 

Thurman Adkins         Stewardship & Finance 

David Anderson             Stewardship & Finance, Chair 

Jim Edson       Worship & Arts 

Carl Helser                 Mission Outreach & Justice 

Mark Lewis                 Mission Outreach & Justice 

Melinda Louden                 Mission Outreach & Justice 

Art Nicholson          Facilities & Operations 

Anne Pearson                 Mission Outreach & Justice 

Dennis Richard          Welcome & Fellowship 

Molly Roth       Worship & Arts 

Peyton Spriester (Youth Elder)            Christian Education 

Matt Stafford    Christian Education, Chair 

VACANCY 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                            - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ben Henderson              Facilities & Operations, Chair 

Sandy Nicholson                               Treasurer 

Betsy Pasley          Clerk 

Gail Raney      Mission Outreach & Justice , Chair 

Melissa Richard              Welcome & Fellowship, Chair 

Lou Williams                   Personnel, Chair 

Tom Williams                  Worship & Arts, Chair 

 

Board of Deacons        Parish 

Ed Bondurant            Alamo Heights Parish 

Marian Edson     Northeast Parish 

Liz Helser                  Northwood Parish 

Marian Higgins            Castle Hills Parish, Vice-Moderator 

Karen Jensen                College Students, Secretary 

Cathy Leary                   Moderator 

Marlyn Gibbs    Windcrest Parish 

Robin Raquet           Fredericksburg Parish 

Caroline Rivera    Northwest Parish 

Don Sheldon               Stone Oak Parish, Treasurer 

Jamie Thompson                   University Parish 

Pamela Toman                         Olmos Parish 

June 3 will be the next Loaves and Fishes Sunday. 
Basic items needed for the House of Neighborly  
Service’s Food Bank are 2 lb bags of sugar, 2 lb bags 
of flour, 1 lb cans of Crisco, 1 pt bottles of vegetable oil, 
unsweetened cereal, and oatmeal. Monetary donations 
are also welcome. Please mark checks or envelopes 
with “Loaves & Fishes.”  

Loaves and Fishes 

Dear UPC, 
 
Thank you very much for the wonderful gifts you gave 
us during Teacher Appreciation Week! 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms, Juarez 
Beacon Hill Elementary 

Thank You Note 
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SAVE THE DATE 

All Church Retreat at Mo Ranch ~August 24-26 
More details to come. 

Contact the church office if you want to help 
plan and organize this event! 

Favorite Hymns for Summer Worship 
This summer we are inviting you to suggest your favorite hymns or new ones you would like to learn for 
inclusion in the summer worship services. Please list up to three hymns from our new Presbyterian  
hymnal, Glory to God, on the form below. Place this sheet in the offering basket, return it to the church 
office, or e-mail your selections to Pastor Dries at acoetzee@upcsa.org. 
 
At each service this summer, we will try to include at least one hymn chosen from those submitted.  
Thanks for your participation.  
 
-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -   
 
Your Name (optional): _________________________________________________________  
 
Favorite Hymn Name: ____________________________________________ #____________  
 
Favorite Hymn Name: ____________________________________________ #____________  
 
Favorite Hymn Name: ____________________________________________ #____________ 

 


